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E  F  A  C  E. 


TUlE  following  Lives  were  written  by 
the  ingenious  Author  of  the  Rambler . 
f  he  firft  only  has  been  Publifhed  feperately, 
:he  others  were  many  years  ago  printed  in 
:he  Gentleman's  Magazine.  The  Life  of  Mr 
Savage  has  already  pafied  through  two  Edi- 
10ns,  and  a  third  being  now  neceffary,  the 
editor  thought  the  addition  of  the  Lives  of 
)ur  two  celebrated  Admirals  Drake  and 
Lake  would  make  the  Volume  yet  more 
tcceptable  to  thevPublick. 


it 


PREFACE 


It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  no  fpecies  of 
Writing  is  more  pleafmg  than  Biography, 
and  nobody  ever  read  the  Lives  that  have 
been  written  by  this  Author  without  regret¬ 
ting  that  he  did  not  write  more  ^  all  Recom¬ 
mendation  therefore  of  thofe  now  offered  to 
the  publick  is  precluded  ;  and  with  relpedt  to 
their  Reception,  the  Editor  has  fo  little  to 
fear,  that  inftead  of  one  Volume,  he  wifhes 
it  had  been  in  his  power  to  publifh  two. 


57  John's  Gate 5  July  r,  1767. 
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A  N 

account 

OF  THE 

L  I  F  E 

O  F 

p 

Mr,  Richard  Savage, 

N 

.  r.  f  r.  /  -  f  ~  a  *  ♦  ,  #  , 

IT  has  been  obferved  in  all  Ages,  that  the 
Advantages  of  Nature  or  of  Fortune  have 
contributed  very  little  to  the  Promotion  of 
Happinefs  ;  and  that  thofe  whom  the  Splendor  of 
their  Rank,  or  the  Extent  of  their  Capacity,  have 
placed  upon  the  Summits  of  human  Life,  hav#not 
often  given  any  juft  Occafion  to  Envy  in  thofe  who 
look  up  to  them  from  a  lower  Station.  Whether 
it  be  that  apparent  Superiority  incites  great  De¬ 
igns,  and  great  Defigns  arc  naturally  liable  to 
fatal  Mifcarriages,  or  that  the  general  Lot  of 
Mankind  is  Mifery,  and  the  Misfortunes  of  thofe 
whofe  Eminence  draw  upon  them  an  univerfal  At¬ 
tention,  have  been  more  carefully  recorded,  be- 
caufe  they  were  more  generally  obferved,  and 
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have,  in  reality,  been  only  more  confpicuous  than 
thofe  of  others,  not  more  frequent,  or  more 
fevere. 

That  Affluence  and  Power,  Advantages  ex- 
trinfic  and  adventitious,  and  therefore  eafily  fe- 
parable  from  thofe  by  whom  they  are  pofiefled, 
fhould  very  often  flatter  the  Mind  with  Expecta¬ 
tion  of  Felicity  which  they  cannot  give,  raifes  no 
Aftonifhment ;  but  it  feems  rational  to  hope  that 
intellectual  Greatnefs  fhould  produce  better  Ef¬ 
fects  ;  that  Minds  qualified  for  great  Attainments 
fhould  firft  endeavour  their  own  Benefit ;  and 
that  they  who  are  mod  able  to  teach  others  the 
Way  to  Happinefs,  fhould  with  moft  certainty 
follow  it  themfelves. 

But  this  Expectation,  however  plaufible,  has 
been  very  frequently  difappointed.  The  Heroes 
of  literary  as  well  as  civil  Hiftory  have  been  very 
often  no  lefs  remarkable  for  what  they  have  fuf- 
fered  than  for  what  they  have  atchieved  ;  and 
Volumes  have  been  written  only  to  enumerate  the 
Miferies  of  the  Learned,  and  relate  their  unhappy 
Lives  and  untimely  Deaths. 

To  thefe  mournful  Narratives  I  am  about  to 
add  the  Life  of  Richard  Savage,  a  Man  whofe 
Writings  entitle  him  to  an. eminent  Rank  in  the 
Clafles  of  Learning,  and  whofe  Misfortunes  claim 
a  Degree  of  Compafflon  not  always  due  to  the 
Unhappy,  as  they  were  often  the  Confequcncs  of 
he  Crimes  of  others  rather  than  his  own. 


In 
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In  the  Year  1697,  ^nne  Countefs  of  Maccles¬ 
field,  having  lived  for  fome  Time  upon  very  un- 

Tfrms  with  her  Hufband,  thought  a  public 
Confeffion  of  Adultery  the  moll  obvious  and  ex¬ 
peditious  Method  of  obtaining  her  Liberty,  and 
therefore  declared,  that  the  Child,  with  which 
Ihe  was  then  great,  was  begotten  by  the  Earl  Ri- 
jos.  Her  Hufband,  as  may  be  eafily  imagined, 
being  thus  made  no  lefs  defirous  of  a  Separation 
than  herfelf,  profecuted  his  Defign  in  the  moll 
efteilual  Manner  ;  for  he  applied  not  to  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Courts  for  a  Divorce,  but  to  the  Par¬ 
liament  for  an  Aft,  by  which  his  Marriage  might 
be  dillolved,  the  Nuptial  Contrail  totally  annull- 
ed  and  the  Child  of  his  Wife  illegitimated, 
1  his  Ait,  after  the  ufual  Deliberation,  he  obtain¬ 
ed,  though  without  the  Approbation  of  fome, 
who  confidered  Marriage  as  an  Affair  only  cog¬ 
nizable  by  Ecclefiaftical  Judges*;  and  on  March 
the  3d  was  feparated  from  his  Wife,  whofe  For- 


C  T  rls  ^ear  'vas  made  remarkable  by  the  DifToIutio* 
o,  a  Marriage  foiemnifed  in  the  Face  of  the  Church. 

Salmon's  Review . 
'■“■'M'r't  in  the  Book,  of 

c  Dijfentient. 

,  M^eCaUff  we  conceive  lhat  this  is  the  firfl  Bill  of  that 
,  t',at  h?th  pafled,  where  there  was  not  a  Di- 

« 1  °  £e  °'  tainf'1  m  the  Spiritual  Court ;  which  we 
look  upon  as  an  ill  Precedent,  and  may  be  of  danger- 
Conference  in  the  future.  r  ** 

‘  Halifax .  Redder.' 
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tune,  which  was  very  great,  was  repaid  her  ;  and 
who  having,  as  well  as  her  Hufband,  the  Liberty 
of  making  another  Choice,  was  in  a  fhort  Time 
married  to  Colonel  Brett • 

While  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  was  profecuting 
this  Affair,  his  Wife  was,  on  the  ioth  of  January 
1697-8,  delivered  of  a  Son  ;  and  the  Earl  Rivers, 
by  appearing  to  confider  him  as  his  own,  left 
none  any  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  Sincerity  of  her 
Declaration  ->  for  he  was  his  Godfather,  and  gave 
him  his  own  Name,  which  was  by  his  Direction 
inferred  in  the  Regifter  of  St.  Andrew's  Parifh  in 
Ho  lb  c  urn  y  but  unfortunately  left  him  to  the  Care 
of  his  Mother,  whom,  as  fhe  was  now  fet-free 
from  her  Hufband,  he  probably  imagined  likely 
to  treat  with  great  Tendernefs  the  Child  that  had 
contributed  to  fo  pleafing  an  Event.  It  is  not 
Indeed  eafy  to  difcover  what  Motives  could  be 
found  to  over-balance  that  natural  Affe&ion  of  a 
Parent,  or  what  Intereff:  could  be  promoted  by 
Negledl  or  Cruelty.  'Fhe  Dread  of  Shame  or  of 
Poverty,  by  which  fome  Wretches  have  been  in¬ 
cited  to  abandon  or  to  murder  their  Children, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  affedted  a  Woman 
who  had  proclaimed  her  Crimes,  and  follicited 
Reproach,  and  on  whom  the  Clemency  of  theLe- 
giflature  had  undefervedly  beftowed  a  Fortune 
that  would  have  been  very  little  diminifhed  by  the 
Expenccs  which  the  Care  of  her  Child  could 

have  brought  upon  her.  It  was  therefore  not 

likeJy 


Mr.  RICHARD  SAVAGE.  5 

likely  that  fhe  would  be  wicked  without  Tempta¬ 
tion,  that  file  would  look  upon  her  Son  from  his 
Birth  with  a  kind  of  Refentment  and  Abhor¬ 
rence  ;  and  inftead  of  fupporting,  aflifting,  and 
defending  him,  delight  to  fee  him  ffrugglmg-  with 
Mifery  ;  that  (he  would  take  every  Opportunity 
of  aggravating  his  Misfortunes,  and  obftru&ing 
his  Refources,  and  with  an  implacable  and  reftlefc 
Cruelty  continue  her  Perfecution  from  the  firft 
Hour  of  his  Life  to  the  lafE 

But,  whatever  were  her  Motives,  no  fooner 
was  her  Son  born,  than  fhe  difeovered  aRefolu- 
tion  of  difowning  him  ,  and  in  a  very  fhort  Time 
removed  him  from  her  Sight,  by  committing  him 
to  the  Care  of  a  poor  Woman,  whom  fhe  directed 
to  educate  him  as  her  own,  and  enjoined  never  to 
inform  him  of  his  true  Parents. 

Such  was  the  Beginning  of  the  Life  of  Richard 
Savage  :  Born  with  a  legal  Claim  to  Honour  and 
to  Riches,  he  was  in  two  Months  illegitimated  by 
the  Parliament,  and  difowned  by  his  Mother ; 
doomed  to  Poverty  and  Obfcurity,  and  launched 
upon  the  Ocean  of  Life  only  that  he  might  be 
fwal lowed  by  its  Quickfands,  or  dafhed  upon  its 
Rocks.  - 

His  Mother  could  not  indeed  infedf  others  with 
the  fame  Cruelty.  As  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid 
the  En  quiries  which  the  Curiofity  orTendernefe 
of  her  Relations  made  after  her  Child,  fhe  was 
obliged  to  give  fome  Account  of  the  Meafures 
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that  fhe  had  taken  ;  arid  her  Mother,  the  Lady 
Hlafon ,  whether  in  Approbation  of  her  Defign, 
or  to  prevent  more  criminal  Contrivances,  en¬ 
gaged  to  t  ran  fad  with  his  Nurfe,  pay  her  for  her 
Care,  and  fuperintend  his  Education. 

In  this  charitable  Office  fhe  was  aflifled  by  his 
Godmother,  Mrs.  Lloyd \  who,  while  fhe  lived, 
always  looked  upon  him  with  that  Fendernefs 
which  the  Barbarity  of  his  Mother  made  peculi¬ 
arly  necefiary  ;  but  her  Death,  which  happened 
in  his  tenth  Year,  was  another  of  the  Misfor¬ 
tunes  of  his  Childhood  ;  for  though  fhe  kindly 
endeavoured  to  alleviate  his  Lofs  by  a  Legacy  of 
three  hundred  Pounds,  yet  as  he  had  none  to 
piofecute  his  Claim,  to  fhelter  him  from  Oppref- 
fion,  or  call  in  Law  to  the  Ailiftance  of  Juftice, 
her  Will  was  eluded  by  the  Executors,  and  no 
'Part  of  the  Money  was  ever  paid. 

He  was,  however,  not  yet  wholly  abandoned. 
The  Lady  Lllafon  ft  111  continued  her  Care,  and 
di  reded  him  t6  be  placed  at  a  fmall  Grammar- 
School  near  St.  Aibcui  where  he  was  called  by 
the  Name  of  his  Nurfe,  without  the  lead  Intima¬ 
tion  that  he  had  a  Claim,  to  any  other. 

Here  he  was  initiated  in  Literature,  and  patted 
through  fever  a  1  of  the  Clalles,  with  what  Rapidity 
©r  what  Applaufe  cannot  now  be  known.  As  he 
always  fpcke  with  Refped  of  his  Mailer,  it  is 
probable  that  the  mean  Rank  in  which  he  then 
appeared,  did  not  hinder  his  Genius  from  beino- 
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diffinguifhed,  or  his  Induflry  from  being  reward¬ 
ed  ;  and  if  in  fo  low  a  State  he  obtained  Diftinc- 
tion  and  Rewards,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  were 
gained  but  by  Genius  and  Induftry. 

It  is  very  reafonable  to  conje&ure,  that  his  Ap¬ 
plication  was  equal  to  his  Abilities,  becaufe  his 
Improvement  was  more  than  proportioned  to  the 
Opportunities  which  he  enjoyed  ;  nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  if  his  earlied:  Productions  had  been 
preierved,  like  thofe  of  happier  Students,  wc 
might  in  fome  have  found  vigorous  Sallies  of  that 
Uprightly  Humour  which  diftinguifhes  The  Authoi 
to  be  Jett  \  and,  in  others,  ftrong  Touches  of  that 
ardent  Imagination  which  painted  the  foie  mu 
Scenes  of  The  JVandercr. 

While  he  was  thus  cultivating  his  Genius,  his 
Father,  the  Earl  Rivers ,  was  fcized  with  a  Dif- 
temper  which  in  a  fhort  Time  put  an  End  to 
his  Life.  He  had  frequently  enquired  after  his 
Son,  and  had  always  been  amufed  with  fallacious 
and  evafive  Anfwers ;  but  being  now,  in  his  own 
Opinion,  on  his  Death-bed,  he  thought  it  his 
Duty  to  provide  for  him  among  his  other  natural 
Child  ren,  and  therefore  demanded  a  pofitive  Ac¬ 
count  of  him,  with  an  Importunity  not  to  be 
diverted  or  denied.  His  Mother,  who  could  no 
longer  refufe  an  Anfwer,  determined  at  leaf!  to 
give  fuch  as  fhould  cut  him  off  for  ever  from 
that  Happinefs  which  Competence  affords,  and 
therefore  declared  that  he  was  dead  ;  which  is, 
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perhaps,  the  firft  Inftance  of  a  Lye  invented  by  a 
Mother  to  deprive  her  fon  of  aProvifion  which 
was  defigned  him  by-another,  and  which  fhe  could 
not  expea  herfelf,  though  he  fhould  lofe  it. 

1  his  was  therefore  an  Adi  of  Wickednefs 
which  could  not  be  defeated,  becaufe  it  could  not 
be  fufpedfed  ;  the  Earl  did  not  imagine  that  there 
could  exift  in  human  Form  a  Mother  that  would 
ruin  her  Son  without  enriching  herfelf,  and  there¬ 
fore  beflo wed  upon  fome  other  Perfon  fix  thou¬ 
sand  Pounds,  which  he  had  in  his  Will  bequeathed 
to  Savage. 

The  fame  Cruelty  which  incited  his  Mother 
to  intercept  this  Provifion  which  had  been  in¬ 
tended  him,  prompted  her  in  a  fhort  Time  to  an¬ 
other  Projedf,  a  Projed  worthy  of  fuch  a  Difpo- 
'fition.  She  endeavoured  to  rid  herfelf  from  the 
Danger  of  being  at  any  Time  made  known  to 
him,  by  fending  him  Secretly  to  the  American 
Plantations 

-  * 

By  vvhofe  Kindnefs  this  Scheme  was  counter- 
adled,  or  by  what  Interpofition  fhe  was  induced 
to  lay  afide  her  Defign,  I  know  not ;  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  Lady  Mafon  might  perfuade 
or  compel  her  to  defifi,  or  perhaps  fhe  could  not 
eafily  find  Accomplices  wicked  enough  to  concur 
in  fo  cruel  an  Action  ;  for  it  may  be  conceived, 
that  even  thofe  who  had  by  a  long  Gradation  of 
Guilt  hardened  their  Hearts  again#  the  Scnfe  of 

*  Savage'*  ptefaceto  his  Mifcellany* 
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common  Wickednefs,  would  yet  be  fhocked  at 
the  Defign-  of  a  Mother  to  expofe  her  Son  to 
Slavery  and  Want,  to  expofe  him  without  Irrte- 
refi  and  without  Provocation  ;  and  Savage  might 
on  this  Occafion  find  Protectors  and  Advocates 
among  thofe  who  had  long  traded  in  Crimes,  and 
whom  Companion  had  never  touched  before-. 

,  Being  hindered,  by  whatever  Means,  from 
banifhing  him  into  another  Country,  fhe  formed 
foon  after,  a  Scheme  for  burying  him  in  Poverty 
and  Obfcurity  in  his  own  ;  and  that  his  Station 
of  Life,  if  not  the  Place  of  his  Refidence,  might 
keep  him  for  ever  at  a  Difhmce  from  her,  fhe  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  placed  with  a  Shoemaker  in  Hoi- 
bnurn^  that  after  the  ufual  Time  of  Trial,  he- 
might  become  his  Apprentice. 

It  is  generally  reported,  that  this  Project  was 
for  fome  lime  fuccefsful,  and  that  Savage  was 
employed  at  the  Awl  longer  than  he  was  willing 
to  confefs  ;  nor  was  it,  perhaps,  any  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  him,  that  an  unexpected  Difcovery 
determined  him  to  quit  his  Occupation. 

About  this  Time  his  Murfe,  who  had  always 
treated  him  as  her  own  Son,  died  ;  and  it  was- 
natural  for  him  to  take  care  of  thofe  Effects- 
which,  by  her  Death,  were,  as  hd  imagined,  be¬ 
come  his  own  ;  he  therefore  went  to  her  Houfe,, 
opened  her  Boxes,  and  examined  her  Papers,  a— 
mong  which  he  found  fome  Letters  written  to 
aer  by  the  Lady  Mafon ,  which  informed  him 
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of  his  Birth,  and  the  Reafons  for  which  it  was 
concealed. 

He  was  now  no  longer  fatisfied  with  the  Em¬ 
ployment  which  had  been  allotted  him,  but 
thought  he  had  a  Right  to  fhare  the  Affluence  of 
his  Mother  ;  and  therefore,  without  Scruple,  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  as  her  Son,  and  made  ufe  of  every 
Art  to  awaken  her  Tendernefs,  and  attra<5l  her 
Regard.  But  neither  his  Letters,  nor  the  Inter- 
pofition  of  thofe  Friends  which  his  Merit  or  his 
Diffrefs  procured  him,  made  any  Impreflion  upon 
her :  She  ftiil  refolved  to  negled:,  though  ihc 
could  no  longer  difown  him. 

It  was  to  no  Purpofe  that  he  frequently  folicited 
her  to  admit  him  to  fee  her ;  fhe  avoided  him  with 
the  moil  vigilant  Precaution,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  excluded  from  her  Houfe,  by  whomfoever  he 
might  be  introduced,  and  what  Reafon  foever  he 
might  give  for  entering  it. 

Savage  was  at  the  fame  time  fo  touched  with 
the  Difcovery  of  his  real  Mother,  that  it  was  his 
frequent  Practice  to  walk  in  the  dark  Evenings  * 
for  feveral  Hours  before  her  Door,  in  hopes  of 
feeing  her  as  fhe  might  come  by  Accident  to  the 
Window,  or  crofs  her  Apartment  with  a  Candle 
in  her  Hand. 

But  all  his  Afliduity  and  Tendernefs  were  with¬ 
out  EfFe«£I,  for  he  could  neither  foften  her  Heart, 
nor  open  her  Hand,  and  was  reduced  to  the  ut- 

iQofl 
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moft  Miferies  of  Want,  while  he  was  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  awaken  the  Affe&ion  of  a  Mother:  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  feek  fome  other  Means 
for  Support,  and  having  no  Profellion,  became, 
by  Neceffity,  an  Author. 

At  this  Time  the  Attention  of  all  the  literary 
World  was  engrofled  by  the  Bangorian  Contro- 
verfy,  which  filled  the  Preft  with  Pamphlets,  and 
the  Coffee-houies  with  Difputants.  Of  this  Sub¬ 
ject,  as  moft  popular,  he  made  Choice  for  his. 
ffrft  Attempt,  and  without  any  other  Knowledge 
of  the  Queftion  than  he  had  cafually  collcdled 
from  Converfation,  publiflied  a  Poem  againft  the 
Bifhop. 

What  was  the  Succefs  or  Merit  of  this  Per¬ 
formance  I  know  not ;  it  was  probably  loft  a- 
mong  the  innumerable  Pamphlets  to  which  that 
Difpute  gave  Occafion..  Mr.  Savage  was  himfelf 
in  a  little  Time  afhamed  of  it,  and  endeavoured 
to  fupprefs  it,  by  deftroying  all  the  Copies  that 
he  could  colledK 

He  then  attempted  a  more-  gainful  Kind  of 

Writing*,  and,  in  his  eighteenth  Year,  offered 

to  the  Stage  a  Comedy  borrowed  from  a  Spanijl) 

Plot,  which  was  refufed  by  the  Players,  and  was 

therefore  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Bullock ,  who  hav- 

• 

ing  more  Intereff,  made  fome  flight  Alterations,, 
and  brought  it  upon  the  Stage  under  the  T  itle 

*  Jacob's  Lives  of  Diamatic  Poets, 

•  o* 
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of  *  Woman's  a  Riddle ,  but  allowed  the  unhappy- 
Author  no  Part  of  the  Profit. 

Not  difcouraged,  however,  at  this  Repulfe,  he 
wrote,  two  Y ears  afterwards,  Love  in  a  Veil, ,  an¬ 
other  Comedy,  borrowed  likewife  from  the  Spa- 
nijb,  hut  with  little  better  Succefs  than  before  ; 
ior  though  it  was  received  and  aded,  yet  it  ap¬ 
peared  fo  late  in  the  Year,  that  the  Author  ob¬ 
tained  no  other  Advantage  from  it  than  the  Ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Sir  Richard  Steele ,  and  Mr.  IVilkes> 
by  whom  he  was  pitied,  careflbd,  and  relieved. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  havi  ng  declared  in  his  Favour 
with  all  the  Ardour  of  Benevolence  which  con- 
ilituted  his  Chara&er,  promoted  his  Intereft  with 
the  utmoft  Zeal,  related  his  Misfortunes,  applaud¬ 
ed  his  Merit,  took  all  Opportunities  of  recom¬ 
mending  him,  and  afferted  f  that  the  Inhumanity, 
of  his  Mother  had  given  him  a  Right  to  find  every  * 
good  Man  his  Father . 

Nor  was  Mr-  Savage  admitted  to  his  Acquaint¬ 
ance  only,  but  to  his  Confidence,  of  which  he 
Sometimes  related  -an  Inflanoe  too  extraordinary 
to  be  omitted,  as  it  affords  a  very  juft  Idea  of  his 
Matron’s  Charadler. 

He  was  once  defired  by  Sir  Richard,  with  an 
Air  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  to  come  very 
early  to  his  Houfe  the  next  Morning.  Mr.  Savage 


*  This  Play  was  printed  firft  in  Svo,  and  afterwards 
nn  nmo,  the  fifth  Edition. 
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came  as  he  had  promifed,  found  the  Chariot  at 
the  Door,  and  Sir  Richard  waiting  for  him,  and 
ready  to  go  out.  What  was  intended,  and  whi¬ 
ther  they  were  to  go.  Savage  could  not  conjecture, 
and  was  not  willing  to  enquire,  but  immediately 
feated  himfelf  -with  his  Friend  3  the  Coachman 
was  ordered  to  drive,  and  they  hurried  with  the 
utmoft  Expedition  to  Hyde-P ark-Corner ,  where 
they  flopped  at  a  petty  Tavern,  and  retired  to  a 
private  Room.  Sir  Richard  then  informed  him, 
that  he  intended  to  publifh  a  Pamphlet,  and  that 
he  defired  him  to  come  thither  that  he  might 
write  for  him.  They  foon  fat  down  to  the 
Work,  Sir  Richard  dictated,  and  Savage  wrote, 
till  the  Dinner  that  had  been  ordered  was  put 
upon  the  Table.  Savage  was  furprifed  at  the 
Meannefs  of  the  Entertainment,  and,  after  fome 
Hefitation,  ventured  to  afk  for  Wine,  which  Sir 
Richard ,  not  without  Reluctance,  ordered  to  be 
brought.  They  then  finished  their  Dinner,  and 
proceeded  in  their  Pamphlet,  which  -they  con¬ 
cluded  in  the  Afternoon. 

Mr.  Savage  then  imagined  his  Tafk  over,  and 
expected  that  Sir  Richard  would  call  for  the 
Reckoning,  and  return  home  ;  but  his  Expe&a- 
tions  deceived  him,  for  Sir  Richard  told  him  that 
he  was  without  Money,  and  that  the  Pamphlet 
muft  be  fold  before  the  Dinner  could  be  paid  for  ; 
and  Savage  was  therefore  obliged  to  go  and  offer 
tkeir  new  Production  to  Sale  for  two  Guineas, 

which5 
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which,  with  Come  Difficulty,  he  obtained.  Sir 
Rn,,i<?u  then  returned  home,  having  retired  that 
Day  only  to  avoid  his  Creditors,  and  compofed 
the  Pamphlet  only  to  difcharge  his  Reckoning. 

Mi.  Savage  related  another  Fa<5t  equally  un¬ 
common,  which,  though  it  has  no  Relation  to 
his  Life,  ought  to  be  preferred.  Sir  Richard  Steele 
having  one  Day  invited  to  his  Houfe  a  great 
Number  of  Peribns,  of  the  firft  Quality,  "they 
were  furprifed  at  the  Number  of  Liveries  which, 
furrounded  the  Table  ;  and  after  Dinner,  when 
Wine  and  IVIirth  had  fet  them  free  from  the  Ob- 
fervation  of  rigid  Ceremony,  one  of  them  en¬ 
quired  of  Sir  Richard  how  fuch  an  expenfive 
Train  of  Domeftics  could  be  confident  with  his 
Fortune.  He  with  great  Franknefs  confefled, 
that  they  were  Fellows  of  whom  he  would  very 
willingly  be  rid.  And  being  then  alked  why  he 
did  not  difcharge  them,  declared  they  were  Bai¬ 
liffs  who  had  introduced  themfelves  with  an  Ex¬ 
ecution,  and  whom,  fince  he  could  not  fend 
them  away,  he  had  thought  it  convenient  to  ent- 
bellifh  with  Liveries,  that  they  might  do  him 
Credit  while  they  ftaid. 

His  Friends  were  diverted  with  the  Expedient, 
and  by  paying  the  Debt  difeharged  their  Attend¬ 
ance,  having  obliged  Sir  Richard  to  promife,  that 
they  fhould  never  again  find  him  graced  with  a 
Retinue  of  the  fame  Kind. 


Cader 


Mr.  RICHARD  SAVAGE.  15 

Under  fuch  a  Tutor,  Mr  Savage  was  not  likely 
to  learn  Prudence,  or  Frugality  ;  and  perhaps 
many  of  the  Misfortunes  which  the  Want  of 
thofe  Virtues  brought  upon  him  in  the  following 
Parts  of  his  Life,  might  be  juftly  imputed  to  fa¬ 
unimproving  an  Example. 

Nor  did  the  Kindnefs  of  Sir  Richard  end  in 
common  Favours.  He  propofed  to  have  eftab- 
lifhed  him  in  fome  fettled  Scheme  of  Life,  and  to 
have  contracted  a  Kind  of  Alliance  wuth  him,  by 
marrying  him  to  a  natural  Daughter,  on  whom 
he  intended  to  bellow  a  thoufand  Pounds.  But 
though  he  was  always  lavifli  of  future  Bounties, 
he  conduced  his  Affairs  in  fuch  a  Manner  that 
he  was  very  feldom  able  to  keep  his  Promifes,  or 
execute  his  own  Intentions  ;  and  as  he  was  never 
able  to  raife  the  Sum  which  he  had  offered,  the 
Marriage  was  delayed.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
was  officioufly  informed  that  Mr  Savage  had  ridi¬ 
culed  him  ;  by  which  he  was  fo  much  exafperated, 
that  he  withdrew  the  Allowance  which  he  had 
paid  him,  and  never  afterwards  admitted  him  to 
his  Houfe. 

It  is  not  indeed  unlikely  that  Savage  might, 
by  his  Imprudence,  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Malice 
of  a  Tale-bearer  ;  for  his  Patron  had  many  Fol¬ 
lies,  which,  as  his  Difcernment  eafily  difeovered, 
his  Imagination  might  fometimes  incite  him  to 
mention  too  ludicroufly.  A  little  Knowledge  of 
the  World  is  fufficieitf  to  difeovex  that  fuch  W eak- 

nefs 
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Ik.. s  is  very  common,  and  that  there  are  few  who 
do  not  fometimes  in  the  Wantonnefs  of  thou<>ht- 
lefs  Mirth,  or  the  Heat  of  tranfient  Refentment, 
fpeak  of  their  Friends  and  Benefa&ors  with  Le¬ 
vity  and  Contempt,  though  in  their  cooler  Mo¬ 
ments  they  want  neither  Senfe  of  their  Kindnefs, 
nor  Reverence  for  their  Virtue.  The  Fault  there¬ 
fore  of  Mr.  Savage  was  rather  Negligence  than. 
Ingratitude  ;  but  Sir  Richard  mu  ft  likewife  be 
acquitted  of  Severity,  for  who  is  there  that  can 
patiently  bear  Contempt  from  one  whom  he  has 
relieved  and  fupported,  whofe  Eftablifhment  he 
has  laboured,  and  whofe  Intereft  he  has  pro- 
mo  ted  ? 

He  was  now  again  abandoned  to  fortune, 
without  any  other  Friend  than  Mr.  Wilks  ;  a 
Man,  who,  whatever  were  his  Abilities  or  Skill 
as  an  Aftor,  deferves  at  leaft  to  be  remembered 
for  his  Virtues  which  are  not  often  to  be  found 
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js  forgotten,  I  fhallinfert  another  Inftance  of  Mr.Fi//'/s 
Gencrofity,  very  little  known.  Mr.  Smith,  a  Gentle- 

raLV,dU?P  at  Duh!tn>  b<LmS  hindered  by  an  Impede 
ment  in  his  Pronunciation  from eng3o-j;r)p- jn  n. .  fnr 

wh  ch  his  Friends  defigned  him, 

ol  Employment,  but  found 
bis  Solicitations  frwtleU,  and  his  Neceffities  every  Day 

more  preffing.  In  this  Diftrefs  he  wrote  a  Traced/ 
nnd  offered  it  to  the  Players,  by  whom  it  was  reined’ 

p  rS  r  “°pes  d€feated.  and. he  had  no  other 

Profpeft  than  of  the  molt  deplorable  Pove.tv  Rut 

Mr.  iV ilks  thought  his  Performance,  though  not  perfetl 

"mu  alien  eft y  Thh7  *ewtrdS  and  ^foreVrfd 
a  Benefit,  rhi*  F avour  he  improved  with  fo  much 

Dili- 
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in  the  World,  and  perhaps  lefs  often  in  his  Pro- 
feilion  than  in  others.  To  be  humane,  generous, 
and  candid,  is  a  very  high  Degree  of  Merit  in  any 
State  ;  but  thofe  Qualities  deferve  hill  greater 
Praife,  when  they  are  found  in  that  Condition 
which  makes  almoft  every  other  Man,  for  what¬ 
ever  Reafon,  contemptuous,  infolent,  petulant, 
fejfifh,  and  brutal. 

As  Mr.  Wilks  was  one  of  thofe  to  whom  Cala¬ 
mity  feldom  complained  without  Relief,  he  na¬ 
turally  took  an  unfortunate  Wit  into  his  Protec¬ 
tion,  and  not  only  affifted  him  in  any  cafual  Dif— 
trefles,  but  continued  an  equal  and  heady  Kind- 
nefs  to  the  Time  of  his  Death. 

By  his  Interpofition,  Mr.  Savage  once  obtained 
from  his  Mother  f  fifty  Pounds,  and  a  Promife 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  ;  but  it  was  the 
Fate  of  this  unhappy  Man  that  few  Promifes  of 
any  Advantage  to  him  were  performed.  His 
Mother  was  infe&ed,  among  others,  with  the 
general  Madnefs  of  the  South  Sea  Traifick,  and 

Diligence,  that  the  Houfe  afforded  him  a  confide! ab’e 
Sam,  with  which  he  went  to  Leyden,  applied  hind'ed  to 
the  Study  of  Phyfic,  and  profecuted  his  Defign  with  (o 
much  Diligence  and  Succefs,  that  when  Dr.  Boerhaave 
was  defired  by  the  Czarina  to  recommend  proper  Per- 
fons  to  introduce  into  RvJJia  the  Practice  and  Study  of 
Phyfic,  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  thofe  whom  he  felebfed. 
He  had  a  conliderab’e  Peofion  fettled  on  him  at  his  Ar¬ 
rival,  and  is  now  one  of  the  chief  Phy  Titians  at  the  Ruf  - 
jian  Court. 

f  This  I  write  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Author  of  his 
Life,  which  was  publifhed  in  17*7. 

having 
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saving  been  difappointed  in  her  Expectations, 

refufed  to  pay  what  perhaps  nothing  but  the 

rofpcd  of  fuddcn  Affluence  prompted  her  to 
promife. 

Being  thus  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  Friend¬ 
ship  of  Mr.  Wilks ,  he  was  consequently  an  ar¬ 
duous  Frequenter  of  the  Theatres,  and  in  a 
/hort  Time  the  Amufements  of  the  Stage  took 
*uch  Pofleflion  of  his  Mind,  that  he  never  was 
abiejit  from  a  Play  in  fevcral  Years. 

Fhis  conflant  Attendance  naturally  procured 
him  the  Acquaintance  of  the  Players,  and  among 
others  of  Mrs.  Oldfield ,  who  was  fo  much  plea  fed' 
with  his  Convention,  and  touched  with  hisMif- 
fortunes,  that  fhe  a'Uowed  him  a  fettled  Penfion 
of  fifty  Pounds  a  Year,  which  was,  during  her 
Fife,  regularly  paid. 

That  thus  A<51  of  Generofity  may  receive  its 
^ue  Piaife,  and  that  the  good  Actions  of  Mrs.  * 
Oldfield  may  not  be  fullied  by  her  general  Cha- 
raster,  it  is  proper  to  mention  what  Mr.  Savage 
oiten  declared  in  the  ffrongefl  Terms,  that  he 
never  few  her  alone,  or  in  any  other  Place  than 
behind  the  Scenes. 

At  her  Death  he  endeavoured  to  fhew  his  Gra¬ 
titude  in  the  mod:  decent  Manner,  by  wearing 
Mourning  as  for  a  Mother,  but  did  not  celebrate 
her  in  Elegies,  becaufe  he  knew  that  too  great 
Profufion  of  1  laiie  would  only  have  revived  thofc 
Faults  which  his  natural  Equity  did  not  allow 

him 
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him  to  think  lefs,  becaufe  they  were  committed 
by  one  who  favoured  him  ;  but  of  which,  though 
his  Virtue  would  not  endeavour  to  palliate  them, 
his  Gratitude  would  not  fuffer  him  to  prolong 
the  Memory,  or  diffufe  the  Cenfure. 

In  his  Wanderer  he  has,  indeed,  taken  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  mentioning  her,  but  celebrates  her 
not  for  her  Virtue,  but  her  Beauty,  an  Excel¬ 
lence  which  none  ever  denied  her  :  This  is  the 
only  Encomium  with  which  he  has  rewarded  her 
Liberality,  and  perhaps  he  has  even  in  this  been 
too  lavifhof  his  Praife.  He  feems  to  have  thought, 
that  never  to  mention  his  Benefadlrefs  would 
have  an  Appearance  of  Ingratitude,  though  to 
have  dedicated  any  particular  Performance  to  her 
Memory  would  have  only  betrayed  an  officious 
Partiality,  that,  without  exalting  her  Char  after, 
would  have  deprefied  his  own. 

He  had  fometimes,  by  the  Kindnefs  of  Mr. 
IV ilks ,  the  Advantage  of  a  Benefit,  on  which  Oc- 
Cafions  he  often  received  uncommon  A'larks  of 
Regard  and  Compaffion  ;  and  was  once  told  by 
the  Duke  of  Dorfet ,  that  it  was  juft  to  confide* 
him  as  an  injured  Nobleman,  and  that  in  his  O- 
pinion  the  Nobility  ought  to  think  themfelves 
obliged,  without  Solicitation,  to  take  every  Op¬ 
portunity  of  fupporting  him  by  their  Counte¬ 
nance  and  Patronage.  But  he  had  generally  the 
Mortification  to  hear,  that  the  whole  Intereft  of 
his  Mother  was  employed  to  fruftrate  his  Appli¬ 
cations, 
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cations,  and  that  fhe  never  left  any  Expedient 
■f.tncc ,  by  which  he  might  be  cut  off  from  the 
t  ouibility  of  fupporting  Life.  'Fhe  fame  Difpo- 
ntion  fhe  endeavoured  to  dift'ufe  among  all  thofe 
over  whom  Nature  or  Fortune  gave  her  any  In¬ 
fluence,  and  indeed  fucceeded  too  well  in  her 
De/ign,  but  could  not  always  propagate  her  Ef¬ 
frontery  with  her  Cruelty;  for  fome  of  thofe 
wnom  fire  incited  againft  him  were  afhamed  of 

their  own.  Conduct,  and  boafled  of  that  Relief 
which  they  never  gave  him. 

In  this  Cenfure  I  do  not  indiferiminately  in- 
vo  ye  all  his  Relations  ;  for  he  has  mentioned 
with  Gratitude  the  Humanity  of  one  Lady,  whofe 
Name  I  am  now  unable  to  recoiled,  and  to  whom,  ' 
therefore,  I  cannot  pay  the  Praifes  which  fhe  de¬ 
fences,  for  having  acted  well,  in  Oppofition  to 
Influence,  Precept,  and  Example. 

The  Punifhment  which  our  Laws  inflid  upon 
thole  Parents  who  murder  their  Infants,  is  well 
renown,  nor  has  its  Juflice  ever  been  contefted  ; 
W  u  t:;ey  deferve  Death  who  deflroy  a  Child  in 
Lini),  what  Pains  can  be  fevere  enough  for 
her  who  forbears  to  deflroy  him  only  to  Inflict 
fharper  Miferies  upon  him  ;  who  prolongs  his 
Life  only  to  make  it  miferable  ;  and  who  expofes 
him,  without  Care  and  without  Pity,  to  the  Ma¬ 
lice  of  Oppreffion,  the  Caprices  of  Chance,  and 
the  Temptations  of  Poverty  ;  who  rejoices  to  fee 
him  overwhelmed  with  Calamities  ;  and  when 

his 
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his  own  Induftry,  or  the  Charity  of  others,  has 
enabled  him  to  rife  for  a  ihort  Time'  above  his 
Miferies,  plunges  him  again  into  his  former 
Di  ft  refs  f 

The  Kindnefs  of  his  Friends  not  affording 
him  any  conffant  Supply,  and  tne  Profpedf  of  im¬ 
proving  his  Fortune,  by  enlarging  his  Acquaint¬ 
ance,  necefTarily  leading  him  to  Places  of  Ex¬ 
pence,  he  found  it  neceffary  *  to  endeavour  once 
more  at  Dramatic  Poetry,  for  which  he  was  now 
better  qualified,  by  a  more  extenhve  Knowledge, 
and  longer  Obfervation.  But  having  been  un- 
fuccefsful  in  Comedy,  though  rather  for  want  of 
Opportunities  than  Genius,  he  refoived  now  to 
try  whether  he  fhould  not  be  more  fortunate  in 
exhibiting  a  Tragedy. 

The  Story  which  he  chofe  for  the  Subjedt  was 
that  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury ,  a  Story  well  adapted 
to  the  Stage,  though  perhaps  not  far  enough  re¬ 
moved  from  the  prefent  Age,  to  admit  properly 
the  Fictions  necefiary  to  complete  the  Plan  3  for 
the  Mind  which  naturally  loves  Truth  is  always 
moft  offended  with  the  Violation  of  thofc  1  ruths 
of  which  we  are  moft  certain  ;  and  we  of  courfe 
conceive  thofe  Fadts  moft  certain  which  approach 
neareft  to  our  own  Time. 

Out  of  this  Story  he  formed  a  Tragedy,  which, 
if  the  Circumftances  in  which  he  wrote  it  be 
confidered,  will  afford  at  once  an  uncommon 


t  In  1724. 


Proof 


22 


the  life  of 

I  roof  of  Strength  of  Genius,  and  Eveftnefs  of 
Mind,  of  a  Serenity  not  to  be  ruffled,  and  an 
Imagination  not  to  be  fuppreffed. 

During  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Time,  in 
Which  he  was  employed  upon  this  Performance, 
he  was  without  Lodging,  and  often  without 
Meat ;  nor  had  he  any  other  Conveniences  for 
Study  than  the  Fields  and  the  Streets  allowed 
him  ;  there  he  ufed  to  walk  and  form  his  Speeches, 
t*nd  aftei  wards  flcp  into  a  Shop,  beg  for  a  few 
Moments  the  Ufe  of  the  Pen  and  Ink,  and  "write 
down  what  he  had  compofed  upon  Paper  which 
he  had  picked  up  by  Accident. 

If  the  Performance  of  a  Writer  thus  diftre/Ted 
is  not  perfe<51,  its  Faults  ought  furely  to  be  im¬ 
puted  to  a  Caufe  very  different  from  Want  of 
Genius,  and  muft  rather  excite  Pity  than  pro¬ 
voke  Cenfure. 

Put  when,  under  thefe  Difcouragements,  the 
1  ragedy  was  finifhed,  there  yet  remained  the 
Labour  of  introducing  it  on  the  Stage;  an  Un¬ 
dertaking  which,  to  an  ingenuous  Mind,  was  in 
a  very  high  Degree  vexatious  and  difgufting  ;  for 
having  little  Interefl:  or  Reputation,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  fubmit  Inmfelf  wholly  to  the  Players,  and 
admit,  with  whatever  Reluelancc,  the  Emenda¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Cibber ,  which  he  always  confidered 
as  the  Difgrace  of  his  Performance. 

He  had  indeed  in  Air.  Hill  another  Critic  of 
a  very  different  Clafs,  from  whofe  Friendfhip  he 

received 
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received  great  Afliftance  on  many  Occafions,  and 
whom  he  never  mentioned  but  with  the  utmoft 
Tendernefs  and  Regard  *.  He  had  been  for  fome 
Time  diftinguiflied  by  him  with  very  particular 
Kindnefs,  and  on  this  Occafion  it  was  natural  to 
apply  to  him  as  an  Author  of  an  eflablifhed  Cha- 
rafter.  'He  therefore  fent  this  Tragedy  to  him 
with  a  fhort  Copy  of  Verfes  f,  in  which  he  de- 

*  He  infcribed  to  him  a  fhort  Poem,  called  The  Friend , 
printed  in  his  Mifcellanies,  in  which  he  addreffes  him 
with  the  utmoft  Ardour  of  Affe&ion. 

O  lov’d  Hillarius !  theu  by  Heav'n  defign’d 
To  charm,  to  mend,  and  to  inftru£t  Mankind  : 

To  whom  my  Hopes,  Fears,  Joys,  and  Sorrows  tend. 

Thou  Brother,  Father,  nearer  yet — thou  Friend  ! - - 

— Kind  are  my  Wrongs,  I  thence  thy  Friend  (hip  own, 
What  State  could  blefs,  were  I  to  thee  unknown  ? 

— While  fhun’d,  obfcur’d,  or  thwarted  and  expos’d, 

By  Friends  abandon’d,  and  by  Foes  enclos’d. 

Thy  Guardian  Counfel  foftens  ev’ry  Care, 

To  Eaf'e  fooths  Anguifh,  and  to  Hope,  Defpair; 

To  A.  H I L  L,  Tjq\  with  the  Tragedy  of 
Sir  Thomas  Overbury. 

-  -  *  .  |  ,  f  4  .  „  ••  4  i 

As  the  Soul  flript  of  mortal  Clay 
Shews  all  divinely  fair. 

And  boundlefs  roves  the  Milky  Way, 

And  views  fweet  Profpeffs  there  : 

Th  is  Hero,  clog’d  with  drofly  Lines, 

By  thee  new  Vigour  tries  j 
As  thy  corre&ing  Hand  refines 
Bright  Scenes  around  him  rire. 

Thy  Touch  brings  the  wifh'd  Stone  to  pals, 

So  fought,  fo  long  foretold  $ 

It  turns  polluted  Lead  and  Brafs 
At  once  to  pareit  Gold, 

*  flic  cl 
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fired  his  Correction,  Mr.  /////,  whofe  Humanity 
and  Politenefs  are  generally  known,  readily  com¬ 
plied  with  his  Requeft ;  but  as  he  is  remarkable 
for  Singularity  of  Sentiment,  and  bold  Experi¬ 
ments  in  Language,  Mr.  Savage  did  not  think 
his  Play  much  improved  by  his  Innovation,  and 
had  even  at  that  Time  the  Courage  to  rejedt  fe- 
veral  Paflages  which  he  could  not  approve ;  and, 
what  is  ftill  more  laudable,  Mr.  Hill  had  the 
Generofity  not  to  refent  the  Negledt  of  his  Al¬ 
terations,  but  wrote  the  Prologue  and  Epilogue, 
in  which  he  touches  on  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Author  with  great  Tendernefs*. 

After  all  thefe  QbflruCtions  and  Compliances, 
he  was  only  able  to  bring  his  Play  upon  the  Stage 
in  the  Summer,  when  the  chief  Adlors  had  re¬ 
tired,  and  the  red;  were  in  Poffedion  of  the  Houfe 
for  their  own  Advantage.  Among  thefe  Mr.  Sa- 
vagc  was  admitted  to  play  the  Part  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury ,  by  which  he  gained  no  great  Reputa¬ 
tion,  the  Theatre  being  a  Province  for  which 
Nature  feemed  not  to  have  defigned  him  j  for 
neither  his  Voice,  Look,  nor  Gelture,  were  fuch 
as  are  expected  on  the  Stage ;  and  he  was  him- 
felf  fo  much  afhamed  of  having  been  reduced  te 


*  In  a  full  World  our  Author  lives  alone. 

Unhappy,  and  by  Confequence  unknown  ; 

Yet  arnidlt  Sorrow  he  difdains  Complaint, 

Nor  languid  in  the  Race  ol  Life  grows  faint  .* 

He  lwims,  unyielding,  againft  Fortune's  Stream, 

Nor  to  his  private  Sulfermgs  Itoops  his  Theme. 

appear 
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appear  as  a  Player,  that  he  always  blotted  out  his 
Name  from  the  Lift,  when  a  Copy  of  his  Tra-. 
gedy  was  to  be  fhown  to  his  Friends. 

In  the  Publication  of  his  Performance  he  was 
more  fuccefsful,  for  the  Rays  of  Genius  that 
glimmered  in  it,  that  glimmered  through  all  the 
Mifts  which  Poverty  had  been  able  to  fpread  over 
it,  procured  him  the  Notice  and  Efteem  of  many 
Perfons  eminent  for  their  Rank,  their  Virtue,  and 
their  Wit. 

Of  this  Play,  a&ed,  printed,  and  dedicated, 
the  accumulated  Profits  arofe  to  an  hundred 
Pounds,  which  he  thought  at  that  Time  a  very 
large  Sum,  having  been  never  Mafter  of  fo  much 
before. 

In  the  Dedication  *,  for  which  he  received  ten 
Guineas,  there  is  nothing  remarkable.  The  Pre¬ 
face  contains  a  very  liberal  Encomium  on  the 
blooming  Excellencies  of  Mr.  Theophilus  Cibber , 
which  Adr.  Savage  could  not  in  the  latter  Part  of 
his  Life  fee  his  Friends  about  to  read,  without 
thatching  the. Play  out  of  their  Hands. 

The  Generofity  of  Mr.  Hill  did  not  end  on 
this  Occafion  ;  for  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Savage's 
Neceftities  returned,  he  encouraged  a  Subfcrip- 
tion  to  a  Mifcellany  of  Poems  in  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  Manner,  by  publifhifhing  his  Story  in 


*  To 


Tryjte,  Efq;  of'  Herefordjhire. 
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t\\e  Plain  Dealer  * ^  with  fome  affecting  Fines  f, 
which  he  afferts  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Sa- 

*  Tile  Plain  Dealer  was  a  periodical  Paper,  written  by 
Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Bond,  whom  Nlw Savage  called  the  two 
contending  Powers  of  Light  and  Darknefs.  They  wrote 
by  Turns,  each  fix  Eflays,  and  the  Chara&er  of  the  Work 
was  obferved  regularly  to  rife  in  Mr.  Hill's  Weeks,  and 
fall  in  Mr.  Bond's, 

*f  Hopelefs,  abandon’d,  aimlefs,  and  opprefs'd, 

Loll  to  Delight,  and,ev’ry  Way,  diftrefs’d  $ 

Crofs  his  cold  Bed,  in  wild  Diforder  thrown. 

Thus  figh’d  Alexis,  friendlefs,  and  alone—— 

Why  do  I  breathe  ?— What  Joy  can  Being  give  ? 
When  (he,  who  gave  me  Life,  forgets  I  lire  ! 

Feels  notthefe  wintry  Blafts  5 — nor  heeds  my  Smart  5 
But  fhuts  me  from  the  Shelter  of  her  Heart ! 

Saw  me  expos'd  to  Want !  to  Shame  !  to  Scorn  ! 

To  Ills  !  which  make  it  Mifery  to  be  born  ! 

Call  me,  regardlefs,  on  the  World's  bleak  Wild  ; 

And  bade  me  be  a  Wretch,  while  yet  a  Child  ! 

Where  can  he  hope  for  Pity,  Peace,  or  Reft, 

Who  moves  no  Softnefs  in  a  Mother’s  Break  ? 

Cuftom,  Law, Reafon,  all!  my  Caufe  forfake, 

And  Nature Jleeps,  to  keep  my  Woes  awake  ! 

Crimes,  which  the  Cruel  fcarce  believe  can  be, 

The  Kind  are  guilty  of,  to  ruin  me. 

Ev’n  (he,  who  bore  me,  blafts  me  with  her  Hate, 

And,  meant  my  Fortune,  makes  herfelf  my  Fate . 

Yet  has  this  fweet  Negle<5!er  of  my  Woes, 

The  fofteft,  tend'reft  Bread  that  Pity  knows  ! 

Her  Eyes  fhed  Mercy,  wherefoe’er  they  (bine  ; 

And  her  Soul  melts  at  ev’ry  Woe — but  mine. 

Sure  then  !  fome  fecret  Fate,  for  Guilt  un will’d. 

Some  Sentence  pre  ordain’d  to  be  fulfill'd  ! 

Plung’d  me,  thus  deep,  in  Sorrow’s  fearching  Flood, 
And  wafh’d  me  from  the  Mem’ry  ot  her  Blood. 

But,  Oh  !  whatever  Caufe  has  mov’d  her  Hate, 

Let  me  but  figh,  in  Silence,  at  my  F3te  ; 

The  God  within ,  perhaps,  may  touch  her  Bread  ; 

And,  when  fas  p  ities t  who  can  be  diftrefs’d  l 

his 
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vage,  upon  the  Treatment  received  by  him  from 
his  Mother,  but  of  which  he  was  himfelf  the 
Author,  as  Mr.  Savage  afterwards  declared.  Thefe 
Lines,  and  the  Paper  in  which  they  were  inferted, 
had  a.  very  powerful  Effedl  upon  all  but  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  whom,  by  making  her  Cruelty  more  pub¬ 
lic  they  only  hardened  in  her  Averflon. 

Mr.  Hill  not  only  promoted  the  Subfcriptioi* 
to  the  Mifcellany,  but  furnifhed  likewife  the 
greatefl  Part  of  the  Poems  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed,  and  particularly  The  Happy  Man ,  which 
he  publifhed  as  a  Specimen.. 

The  Subfcriptions  of  thofe  whom  thefe  Papert 
fhould  influence  to  patronife  Merit  in  Diftrefs, 
without  any  other  Solicitation,  were  dire&ed  to 
be  left  at  Button" s  Coffee- Houfe  ;  and  Mr.  Savage 
going  thither  a  few  Days  afterwards,  without  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  any  EffeCt  from  his  Propofal,  found 
to  his  Surprife  feventy  Guineas  *,  which  had 
been  fent  him  in  confequence  of  the  Compaffiori 
excited  by  Mr.  Hill* s  pathetic  Reprefentation, 


*  The  Names  of  thofe  who  fo  generoufly  contributed 
to  his  Relief,  having  been  mentioned  in  a  former  Ac¬ 
count,  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here.  They  were  thd 
Duchefs  of  Cleveland \  Lady  Cheyney,  Lady  Cafllemain ,  La¬ 
dy  Gower ,  Lady  Lecbmere ,  the  Dutchefs  Dowager,  and 
Dutchefs  ot  Rutland,  Lady  Strafford,  the  Countefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Warwick,  Mrs  Mary  Floyer ,  Mrs  Sofuel  Noel, 
Duke  of  Rutland ,  Lord  Gainjborough ,  Lord  M  lfntvton,  Mr. 
John  Savage, 
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T^o  this  MifceJJaay  he  publifhed  a  Preface  -f-,  in 
which  he  gives  an  Account  of  his  Mother’s  Cru¬ 
elty 

f  This  Preface  is  as  follows : 

Crudelis  Mater  magis,  an  Puer  improbus  Me  ? 

Jmprobus  il!e  Puer ,  crudelis  tu  qucgue  Mater,  Virg. 

^  My  Readers,  I  am  afraid,  when  they  obferve  Richard 
Savage'  join  d  fo  clofe  and  fo  conftantly  to  fon  of  the  late 
Earl  Rivers,  will  impute  to  a  ridiculous  Vanity,  what  is 
ihe  Effect  of  an  unhappy  Neceflity,  which  my  hart!  For¬ 
tune  has  thrown  me  under. - 1  am  to  be  pardoned  for 

adhering  a  little  tenacioufly  to  my  Father,  becaufe  my 
Mother  will  allow  me  to  be  No  body  ;  and  has  almoft  re- 
«luced  me,  among  heavier  Afflictions,  to  that  uncommon 
Kind  of  Want  which  the  Indians  of  America  complained 
■of  at  our  firft  fettling  among  them;  when  they  came  to 
beg  Names  of  the  Erghjb,  becaufe  (faid  they)  we  are  poor 
Men  of  ourfelves,  and  have  none  we  can  lay  Claim  to. 

The  good  Nature  of  thofe,  to  whom  I  have  not  the 
Honour  to  be  known,  would  forgive  me  the  ludicrous 
Turn  of  this  Beginning,  if  they  knew  but  how  little 
Reaion  I  have  to  be  merry — It  w  as  my  Misfortune  to  be 
Son  of  the  above-mentioned  Pari,  by  the  late  Countefs 
of  Macclesfield,  (now  Widow  of  Colonel  Henry  Bret) 
whofe  Divorce,  on  Occafion  of  the  Amour  which  I  was 
a  Conlequence  of,  has  left  fomcthing  on  Record,  which 
I  take  to  be  very  remarkable  ;  and  it  is  this  :  Certain  of 
our  great  Judges,  in  their  temporal  Deciiions,  a<ft  with  a 
fpiritual  Regard  to  Levitical  Divinity  ;  and  in  particular 
to  the  Ten  Commandments  :  Two  of  which  feem,  in  my 

Cafe,  to  have  vifibly  influenced  their  Opinions - Thou 

Jhalt  not  commit  Adultery t  pointed  fullelt  on  my  Mother  : 
But,  as  to  The  Lord's  vijiting  the  Sins  of  the  Fathers  upon  the 
Children ,  it  was  confidered  as  what  could  regard  me  only: 
And  for  that  Reafon,  I  fuppole,  it  had  been  inconfiftent 
with  the  Rules  of  San6fity,  to  aflign  Provifion  out  of  my 
Mother’s  return'd  Elfate,  for  Support  of  an  Infant  Sinner. 

Thus,  while  legally  the  Son  of  one  Earl,  and  naturally 
of  another,  I  am,  nominally,  No-body’s  Son  at  a'l  :  For, 
the  Lady  having  given  me  too  much  Father ,  thought  it  but 
rm  equivalent  Deduction  to  leave  me  no  Mother ,  by  Way 
•of  Balance— ^-So  I  am  fported  into  the  World,  a  Kind 

of 
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city  in  a  very  uncommon  Strain  of  Humour,  and 
with  a  Gaiety  of  Imagination,  which  the  Succefs, 
of  his  Subfcription  probably  produced. 

Idle 

of  Shuttlecock,  between  Law  and  Nature - If  Law  had 

not  beaten  me  back,  by  the  Stroke  of  an  A£t  on  pnrpofe,, 
I  had  not  been  above  Wit ,  by  the  Privilege  of  a  Man  of 
Quality  :  Nay,  I  might  have  preferved  into  the  Bargain, 
the  Lives  of  Duke  Hamilton  and  Lord  Mohan ,  whole  Dif- 
pute  arofe  from  the  Bliate  of  that  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
whom,  (but  for  the  mentioned  Add)  I  mult  have  called 
Father — And,  if  Nature  had  not  ftruck  me  off,  with  a 
ilronger  Blow  than  Law  did,  the  other  Earl,  who  was 
raoft  emphatically  my  Father,  could  never  have  been  told 
I  was  dead ,  when  he  was  about  to  enab’e  me,  by  his  Will, 
to  have  lived  to  fomePurpofe.  An  unaccountable  Seve¬ 
rity  of  a  Mother  •  whom  I  was  then  not  old  enough  to 
have  deferved  it  from  :  And  by  which  I  am  a  tingle  un¬ 
happy  Indance,  among  that  Nobleman’s  natural  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  thrown,  friendlefs  on  the  World,  without 
Means  of  fupporting  myfeJf 5  and  without  Authority  to 
apply  to  thole  whofe  Duty  I  know  it  is  to  fupport  me! 

Thus  however  ill  qualified  I  am  to  li<ve  by  my  Wits,  l 
have  the  belt  Plea  in  the  World  for  attempting  it ;  fince 
it  is  too  apparent  that  I  was  born  to  it — Having  wearied 
my  Judgment  with  fruitlefs  Endeavours  to  be  happy,  I 
gave  the  Reins  to  my  Fancy,  that  I  might  learn,  at  lealt, 
to  be  eafy. 

But  I  ceafe  a  while  to  fpeak  of  tnyfelf,  that  I  may  fay 

fomething  of  my  Mifceliany. - 1  was  furnilhed,  by  the 

Verfes  of  my  Friends,  with  Wit  enough  to  deferve  a  Sub¬ 
fcription  ;  but  I  wanted  another  much  more  profitable 
Quahty,  which  fhould  have  emboldened  me  to  follicit  it, 
(another  of  my  Wants,  that,  I  hope,  may  lie  imputed  to 
my  Mother!)  I  had  met  with  little  Encouragement  but 
for  the  Endeavours  of  fome  few  Gentlemen,  in  my  Be¬ 
half,  who  were  generous  enough  to  confider  my  ill  For¬ 
tune  as  a  Merit  that  intitled  me  to  their  Notice. 

Among  thefe  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  the  Author 
of  the  Plain  Dealers,  who  was  pleafed,  in  twrn  of  his  Pa¬ 
pers  (which  I  intreat  his  Pardon  for  re-printing  before 
my  Mifceliany)  to  point  out  my  unhappy  Story  to  the 

C  h  "  World, 
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T  he  Dedication  is  addreiled  to  the  La dv  Affctry 
Worthy  Montague,  whom  he  flatters  without  Re- 

ferve, 

WoiM,  with  fo  touching  a  Humanity,  and  fo  good  an 
i.'vtieet,  that  many  Perfons  of  Quality,  of  all  Ranks,  and 
or  both  Sexes,  didinguidied  theinfelves  with  the  Prompt- 
riels  he  had  hinted  10  the  noble  minded  ;  and  not  day- 
tl!>  /^y  were  applied  to,  fent  me  the  Honour  of 
Haeir  Subfci  iptions,  in  the  mod  liberal  and  handfome 
Manner,  tor  Encouragement  of  my  Undertaking. 

Jlere  acknowledge  feveral  Favours  from  Mr 
t*!!1'  'fjhole  Writings  are  a  drilling  Ornament  of  this 
Mifcellany,*  but  I  wave  detainingmy  Readers,  and  bep 
-Ueave  to  refer  them  to  a  Copy  of  Verfes  called  The  Frund 
whicn  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  addrefs  to  that  Gen¬ 
tleman. 

To  return  to  the  Lady,  my  Mother -Had  the  celebra¬ 
ted  Mr.  Locke  been  acquainted  with  her  Example  it  had 
certainty  appeared  in  his  Chapter  againd  innate  pra&ical 
Pi maples  ;  becaufe  it  would  have  compleated  his  In¬ 
dances  of  Enormities  :  Some  of  which,  though  not  ex¬ 
actly  in  the  Order  that  he  mentions  them,  are  as  follow 

t}:erf  mt  ^een  (fays  he)  whole  Nations ,  and  thofe  of 
the  naft  owlixed  People,  amongfi  whom,  the  expofmg  tbeir 
Child  ets,  to  perifb  by  Want  or  wild  BeaJJs,  has  been  a  Prat- 
Uce  as  little  condemned  or  fcrupled  as  the  begetting  them  P 
Were  I  inclinable  to  be  ferious,  I  could  -eafily  prove  that 
I  have  not  been  more  gently  dealt  with  by  MnBret  :  but 
if  this  is  any  way  foreign  to  my  Cafe,  I  (hall  find  a 
nearer  Example  m  the  whimlkal  one  that  enfues. 

It  is  familiar  (fays  the  afore  cited  Author)  a  mow  the 
Mengrelians,  *  People  proofing  Chrifliamty,  to  bury  their 

Children  alms  without  Scruple - There  are  indeed  fun* 

dry  Se<5ts  of  Chridians,  and  I  have  often  wondered 
m  hicb  could  be  my  Mamma's ,  but  now  1  find  (lie  pioufly 

profeiTes  and  practices  Chridianity  after  the  Manner  of 
the  Mengrelians ;  (he  induftrioufly  obfcured  me  when  my 
Fortune  depended  on  my  being  known,  and,  in  that 
ISenfc,  (lie  may  be  fa  id  to  have  buried  me  alive  ;  and  fine, 
hkt  a  Mengrelian,  the  mud  have  committed  the  Action 
without  Scruple  j  for  (he  is  a  Woman  of  Spirit,  and  can 
let  the  Confeqqence  without  Remorfe.— 7ft#  Caribbee* 

(coa- 
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ferve,  and,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  with  very  littfe 
■*Art.  The  fame  Obfervation  may  be  extended 

to 

(continues  my  Author)  were  wont  to  cajlrate  their  Chil¬ 
dren  in  order  to  fat  ancLeat  them — Were  indeed  I  can  draw 
no  Parallel  j  for  to  fpeak  Juftice  of  the  Lady,  the  never 
contributed  ought  to  have  me  pampered,  but  always 
promoted  my  being  ftarved  :  Nor  did  the,  even  in  my 
Infancy,  betray  Fondnefs  enough  to  be  fufpeded  of  a 
Ddign  to  devour  me  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  not  endur¬ 
ing  me  ever  toapproach  her,  offered  a  Bribe  to  have  nvc 
flapp'd  off,  in  an  odd  Manner,  to  one  of  the  Plantations 
—When  I  was  about  fifteen,  her  Affection  began  to  a- 
wake,  and  had  I  but  known  my  Inteveft,  I  had  been 
jhaodfomely  provided  for.  In  fhort,  I  was  foliated  to 
be  bound  Apprentice  to  a  very  honeft  and  reputable  Oc¬ 
cupation — a  Shoemaker  j  an  Offer  which  I  undutifully 
rejeded.  I  was,  in  fine,  unwilling  to  underhand  her  in  a 
literal  Senfe,  and  hoped,  that,  like  the  Prophets  of  old, 
fhe  might  have  hinted  her  Mind  in  a  Kind  of  Parable,  or 
proverbial  Way  of  fpeaking  5  as  thus — That  one  Tims 
or  other  I  might,  on  due  Application,  have  the  Honour 
of  taking  the  Length  of  her  Foot . 

My, Locke  mentions  another  Set  of  People  that  difpatch 
their  Children,  if  a  pretended  Affrologer  declares  them 
to  have  unhappy  Stars.  Perhaps  my  Mamma  has  pro¬ 
cured  fome  cunning  Man  to  calculate  my  Nativity  $  or 
having  had  fome  ominous  Dream,  which  preceded  my 
Birth,  the  dire  Event  may  have  appeared  to  her  in  th# 
dark  and  dreary  Bottom  of  a  China  Cup,  where  Coffse- 
Stains  are  often  confulted  for  Prophecies,  and  held  as  in¬ 
fallible  as  were  the  Leaves  of  the  ancient  Sybils _ To  be 

partly  ferious ;  I  am  rather  willing  to  wrong  her  Judg¬ 
ment,  by  fufpeding  it  to  be  tainted  a  little  with  the  Te¬ 
nets  of  Superfbtion,  than  fuppofe  flue  can  be  Mdfrefs  of  a 
feared  Confcience,  and  ad  on  no  Principle  at  all. 

#  This  the  following  Extrad  from  it  will  prove. 

—  “  Since  our  Country  has  been  honoured  with  t fie 
-Glory  of  your  Wit,  as  elevated  and  immortal  as  your 
Soul,  it  no  longer  remains  a  Doubt  whether  your  Sex 
have  Strength  of  Mind  in  Proportion  to  their  Sweetnefs. 
There  is  fomething  in  your  Veifes  as  diftinguifhed  as 
your  Air— They  are  as  (Long  as  Truth,  as  deep  as 
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to  all  his  Dedications  :  His  Compliments  are 
contained  and  violent,  heaped  together  without 
the  Grace  of  Order,  or  the  Dedency  of  Intro- 
duaion  :  He  feems  to  have  written  his  Panegyrics 
for  the  Perufal  only  of  his  Patrons,  and  to  have 
imagined  that  he  had  no  other  Talk  than  to  pam¬ 
per  them  with  Praifes  however  grofs,  and  that 
Flattery  would  make  its  Way  to  the  Heart,  with¬ 
out  the  Affiftance  of  Elegance  or  Invention. 

_ Soon  afterwards,  the  Death  of  the  King  fur¬ 
led  a  general  Subjea  for  a  poetical  Conteft,  in 
which  Mr.  Savage  engaged,  and  is  allowed  to 
have  carried  the  Prize  of  Honour  from  his  Com¬ 
petitors  ;  but  I  know  not  whether  he  gained  by 
his  Performance  any  other  Advantage  than  the 
Increafe  of  his  Reputation  j  though  it  muff  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  with  farther  Views  that  he  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  himfelf  to  attempt  a  Species  of  Wri¬ 
ting,  of  which  all  the  Topics  had  been  long  be- 
foic  exnaufted,  and  which  was  made  at  once  dif¬ 
ficult  by  the  Multitudes  that  had  failed  in  it,  and 
thofe  that  had  fucceeded. 

W 

Reafon,  a?  clear  as  Innocence,  and  as  fmooth  as  Beauty 
—They  contain  a  namelef?  and  peculiar  Mixture  of 
rus  ce  and  Grace,  which  is  at  once  fo  movingly  ferene 
and  fo  majeftically  lonely,  that  it  is  too  amiable  to  appear 
any  where  but  in  your  Eyes  and  in  your  Writings.  * 

“  As  f  ortune  is  not  more  my  Enemy  than  I  am  the 
Enemy  of  Mattery,  I  know  not  how  i  can  forbear  this 
Application  to  your  Ladythip,  becaufe  there  is  fcarce  a 
r  edibility  that  I  fhould  lay  more  than  I  believe  when  I 
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He  was  now  advancing  in  Reputation,  and 
though  frequently  involved  in  very  diftrefsfuL 
Perplexities,  appeared  however  to  be  gaining  upon 
Mankind,  when  both  his  Fame  and  his  Life  were 
endangered  by  an  Event,  of  which  it  is  not  yet 
determined,  whether  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  as 
a  Crime  or  a  Calamity. 

On  the  20th  of  November ,  1727,  Mr.  Savage. 
came  from  Richmond^  where  he  then  lodged,  that 
he  might  perfue  his  Studies  with  lefs  Interrup¬ 
tion,  with  an  Intent  to  difeharge  another  Lodg¬ 
ing  which  he  had  in  Wejhninjler  ;  and  accidentally 
meeting  two  Gentlemen,  his  Acquaintances*, 
whofe  Names  were  Merchant  and  Gregory ,  he 
went  in  with  them  to  a  neighbouring  Coffee- 
houfe,  and  fat  drinking  till  it  was  late,  it  being 
in  no  Time  of  Mr.  Savage’ s  Life  any  Part  of  his 
Character  to  be  the  hrft  of  the  Company  that 
defired  to  feparate.  He  would  willingly  have 
gone  to  Bed  in  the  fame  Houfe,  but  there  was. 
not  Room  for  the  whole  Company,  and  therefore 
they  agreed  to  ramble  about  the  Streets,  and  di¬ 
vert  themfelves  with  fuch  Amufements  as  Ihould 
offer  themfelves  till  Morning. 

In  their  Walk,  they  happened  unluckily  to 
difeover  Light  in  Robinfons  Coffee-houfc,  near 
{Sharing- Crofs^  and  therefore  went  in,  Merchant , 
with  fome  Rudenefs,  demanded  a  Room,  and  was 
told  that  there  was  a  good  hire  in  the  next  Par- 
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loui,  which  the  Company  were  about  to  leave, 
being  then  paying  their  Reckoning.  Merchant, , 
not  iatisfied  with  this  An  Twer,  rufhed  into  the 
Room,  and  was  followed  by  his  'Companions. 
He  then  petulantly  placed  himfelf  between  the 
Company  and  the  Fire,  and  foon  after  kicked 
down  the  Table.  This  produced  a  Quarrel  \ 
Sv.oids  were  drawn  on  both  Sides,  and  one  Mr. 
j a%ies  Sinclair  was  killed.  Savage  having  wounded 
like  wile  a  Maid  that  held  him,  forced  his  Way 
with  Merchant  out  ©f  the  Houfe  ;  but  being  in¬ 
timidated  and  confufed,  without  Reiolution  either 
to  fly  or  flay,  they  were  taken  in  a  back  Court 
by  one  of  the  Company  and  fome  Soldiers,  whom 
he  had  called  to  his  Afliftance. 

Being  fecured  and  guarded  that  Night,  they 
were  in  the  Morning  carried  before  three  Juflices, 
who  committed  them  to  the  Gatehvufe ,  from 
whence,  upon  the  Death  of -Mr.  Sinclair ,  which 
happened  the  fame  Day,  they  were  removed  in 
the  Night  to  Newgate ,  where  they  were  however 
treated  with  fome  Diftin&ion,  exempted  from  the 
ignominy  of  Chains,  and  confined,  not  among 
the  common  Criminals,  but  in  the  Prefs-Yard . 

When  the  Day  of  Trial  came,  the  Court  was 
crouded  in  a  very  unufual  Manner,  and  the  Pub- 
Jick  appeared  to  intereft  itfelf  as  in  a  Caufe  of 
..general  Concern.  The  WitnefTes  againft  Mr. 
Savage  and  his  Friends  were,  the  Woman  who 
-kept  the  Houfe,  which  was  a  Houfe  of  ill  Fame, 

and 
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.and  her  Maid,  the  Men  who  were  in  the  Room 
with  Mr.  Sinclair ,  and  a  Woman  of  the  Town, 
who  had  been  drinking  with  them,  and  with 
whom  one  of  them  had  been  feen  in  o>ed.  They 
fwore,  in  general,  that  Merchant  gave  the  Provo¬ 
cation,  which  Savage  and  Gregory  drew  their 
Swords  to  juftify;  that  Savage  drew  fail,  and 
that  he  (tabbed  Sinclair  when  he  was  not  in  a 
Pofture  of  Defence,  or  while  Gregory  commanded 
his  Sword  ;  that  after  he  had  given  the  Thruft  he 
turned  pale,  and  would  have  retired,  but  that  the 
Maid  clung  round  him,  and  one  of  the  Company 
endeavoured  to  detain  him,  from  whom  he  broke, 
'by  cutting  the  Maid  on  the  Head,  but  was  after¬ 
wards  taken  in  a  Court. 

There  was  fome  Difference  in  their  Depos¬ 
itions  ;  one  did  not  fee  Savage  give  the  Wound, 
another  faw  it  given  when  Sinclair  held  his  Point 
towards  the  Ground  ;  and  the  VVoman^of  the 
Town  affected,  that  (he  did  not  fee  Sinclair's, 
Sword  at  all  :  This  Difference  however  was  very 
far  from  amounting  to  Inconfiflency,  but  it  was 
fufftcient  tofhew,  that  the  Hurry  of  the  Quarrel 
was  fuch,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  difeover  the 
Truth  with  relation  to  particular  Circumftances, 
and  that  therefore  fome  Deductions  were  to  be 
made  from  the  Credibility  of  the  Teltimonies. 

Sinclair  had  declared  feveral  times  before  his 
Death,  that  he  received  his  Wound  from  Savage ; 
nor  did  Savage  at  his  Trial  deny  the  Fa&,  hut 
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endeavoured  partly  to  extenuate,  it  by  urging  the 
Suddennefs  of  the  whole  Aflion,  L  S.! 

poflrbihty  of  any  ill  Deftgn,  or  premeditated  Ma- 

SeTf  Hr  Par  7  j°  juftiYy  {t  h7  the  Neceffity  of 
,  ,  ,  e,fe"Cf ’  and  the  Hazard  of  his  own  Life,  if 

He  obf  that°PP°rtunity  of  giving  the  Thruft : 
He  obferved,  that  neither  Reafon  nor  Law  ob- 

liged  a  Man  to  wait  for  the  Blow  which  was 

threatened,  and  which,  if  he  fhould  fuifer  it 

e  mig  t  never  be  able  to  return  ;  that  it  was  al- 

wavs  a]]o  b]e  preyent  ^  Afrau]^  ^ 

ferve  Life  by  taking  away  that  of  the  Adverfary, 
by  whom  it  was  endangered.  ' 

With  regard  to  the  Violence  with  which  he  en- 

!otVh°Urn  ?“  EfCape’  he  decIared>  ^at  it  was 
Trial  \uttSI1  t0,i  fl,7  r°m  Juftice’  or  decline  a 
a  Prifon  a  T  „  Expences  and  Severities  of 
..  ,  ’  f  that  he  “tended  to  have  appeared  at 
the  Bar  without  Compulfion.  PP  * 

HThis  Deffnce’  ybkh  ^ok  up  more  than  an 
Houi,  was  heard  by  the  Multitude  that  thronged 

oiience  -  Thofe  who  thought  he  ought  not  to 

tVT'u'  ’  °Wned  that  APP]aufe  could  not  be 
refufed  him;  and  thofe  who  before  pitied  his  Mif- 

iortunes,  now  reverenced  his  Abilities. 

The  WitnelTes  which  appeared  again  ft  him 

were  proved  to  be  Pe,fo„s  of  Ch,r,am  which 

did  not  entitle  them  to  much  Credit ;  a  common 

Strumpet,  a  Woman  by  whom  Strumpets  were 

enter- 
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entertained,  and  a  Man  by  whom  they  were  flip- 
ported  ;  and  the  Character  of  Savage  was,  by 
feveral  Perfons  of  Diflinflion,  aflerted  to  be  that 
of  a  modeft  inoffenfive  Man,  not  inclined  to 
Broils,  or  to  Infolence,  and  who  had,  to  that 

Time,  been  only  known  for  his  Misfortunes  and 
his  Wit. 

Had  his  Audience  been  his  Judges,  he  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  acquitted  ;  but  Mr.  Page,  who 
was  then  upon  the  Bench,  treated  him  with  his 
ufual  Infolence  and  Severity,  and  when  he 
fummed  up  the  Evidence,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
afperate  the  Jury  as  Air.  Savage  ufed  to  relate  it 

with  this  eloquent  Harangue. 

•6 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  are  to  confider, 
<e  ^lat  ^r-  Savage  is  a  very  great  Man,  a  much 
greater  Alan  than  you  or  I,  Gentlemen  of  the 
“  Jury  ;  that  he  wears  very  fine  Cloaths,  much 
finer  Cloaths  than  you  or  I,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury  ;  that  he  has  abundance  of  Aloney  in  his 
“  Pocket,  much  more  Money  than  you  or  I, 
“  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  }  but,  Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury,  is  it  not  a  very  hard  Cafe,  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Jury,  that  Mr.  Savage  fliould 
therefore  kiil  you  or  me,  Gentlemen  of  the 
“  Jury  ?”  6 

Mr.  Savage  hearing  his  Defence  thus  mifrepre- 
fcnted,  and  the  Alen  who  were  to  decide  his  Fate 
incited  againft  him  by  invidious  Companions,  re- 

folutely 
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Lol lately  afierted,  that  his  Caufe  was  not  candidly 
•explained,  and  began  to  recapitulate  what  he  had 
before  laid  with  regard  to  his  Condition,  and  the 
-Neceility  of  endeavouring  to  efcape*  the  Expences 
of  Imprifonment ;  but  the  Judge  having  ordered 
him  to  be  filent,  and  repeated  his  Orders  without 
Effefl,  commanded  that  he  fhould  be  taken  from 
the  Bar  by  Force. 

The  Jury  <then  heard  the  Opinrnion  of  the 
Judge,  that  good  Chara&ers  were  of  no  Weight 
again#  pofitive  Evidence,  though  they  might  turn 
the  Scale,  where  it  was  doubtful  ;  and  that  tho’ 
when  two  Men  attack  each  other,  the  Death  of 
either  is  only  AdanT#aughter  ;  hut  where  one  is 
the  Aggrefibr,  as  in  the  Cafe  before  them,  and  in 
Furfuance  of  his  fir#  Attack,  kills  the  other,  the 
Law  Luppofes  the  Aflion,  however  fudden,  to 
be  malicious.  They  then  deliberated  upon  their 
Verdi*#,  and  determined  that  Adr.  Savage  and 
Mr.  Gregory  were  guilty  of  Murder  ;  and  Adr. 
Alerchant ,  who  had  no  Sword,  only  of  Man- 
fiau2;hter. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  Trial,  which  la#ed 
eight  Hours.  Mr.  Savage  and  Adr.  Gregory  were 
-conduced  back  to  Prifon,  where  they  were  more 
clofely  confined,  and  loaded  with  Irons  of -fifty 
Pounds  Weight  ;  Four  Days  afterwards  they 
were  fent  back  to  the  Court  to  receive  Sentence ; 
Oil  which  Occafion  Mr*  Savage  made,  as  far  as 
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it  could  be  retained  in  Memory,  the  following 
Speech : 

«  It  is  now,  my  Lord,  too  late  to  offer  any 
thing  by  way  of  Defence,  or  Vindication  ; 
46  nor  can  we  expe£l  ought  from  your  Lordfhips, 
“  in  this  Court,  but  the  Sentence  which  the 
Law  requires  you,  as  Judges,  to  pronounce 
againft  Men  of  our  calamitous  Condition.—. 
But  we  are  alfo  perfuaded,  that  as  mere  Men, 
“  and  out  of  this  Seat  of  rigorous  Juffice,  you 
^  are  fufceptive  of  the  tender  Paffions,  and  too 
w  humane,  not  to  commiferate  the  unhappy  Si- 
“  tuation  of  thofe  whom  the  Law  fometimcs 

€C  perhaps - - exa&s  — — — —  from  you  to 

pronounce  upon.  No  doubt  you  diftinguifh 
between  Offences,  which  arife  out  of  Pre¬ 
ss  meditation,  and  a  Difpofition  habituated  to 
“  Vice  or  Immorality,  and  Tranfgroffions,  which 
“  are  the  unhappy  and  unforefeen  Effe&s  of  a 
44  cafual  Abfence  of  Reafon,  and  fudden  Imputfe 
“  of  Paffion  :  We  therefore  hope  you  .will  con- 
4C  tribute  all  you  can  to  an  Extenfion  of  that 
Mercy,  which  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury 
4 4  have  been  pleafed  to  fhew  Mr.  Merchant ,  who 
(allowing  Fa&s  as  fworn  againff  us  by  the 
44  Evidence)  has  led  us  into  this  eur  Calamity. 
*4  I  hope,  this  will  not  be  conftrued  as  if  we 
meant  to  refiedi  upon  that  Gentleman,  or  f,e- 
move  any  thing  from  us  upon  him,  or  that  we 

repine 
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repine  the  more  at  our  Fate,  becaufe  he  has 
no  Participation  of  it :  No,  my  Lord  !  For 
my  Part,  I  declare  nothing  could  more  foften 
my  Grief,  than  to  be  without  any  Companion, 
in  to  great  a  Misfortune  *. 


«-c 
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Mr.  Savage  had  now  no  Hopes  of  Life  but 
from  the  Mercy  of  the  Crown,  which  was  very 
earneftly  folicited  by  his  Friends,  and  which, 
with  whatever  Difficulty  the  Story  may  obtain 
Belief,  was  obftruded  only  by  his  Mother. 

To  prejudice  the  Queen  againfthim,  Ihe  made 
ufe  of  an  Incident,  which  was  omitted  in  the 
Order  of  Time,  that  it  might  be  mentioned  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Purpofe  which  it  was  made  to 
feive.  Mr.  Savage,  when  he  had  difeovered  his 
Ihnh,  had  an  inceffant  Defire  to  fpeak  to  his 
Mother,  who  always  avoided  him  in  publick,  and 
refufed  him  Admiffion  into  her  Houfe.  One 
Evening  walking,  as  it  was  his  Cuftom,  in  the 
Street  that  fhe  inhabited,  he  faw  the  Door  of  her 
Houfe  by  Accident  open  ;  he  entered  it,  and  find¬ 
ing  none  in  the  Paffage,  to  hinder  him,  went  up 
Stairs  to  falute  her.  She  difeovered  him  before 
he  could  enter  her  Chamber,  alarmed  the  Family 
with  the  mod  diftrefsful  Outcries,  and  when  fhe 
bad  by  her  Screams  gathered  them,  about  ber,  or¬ 
dered  them  to  drive  out  of  the  Houfe  that  Vil- 
3ain,  who  had  forced  himfelf  in  upon  her,  and 


*  Mr.  Savage's  Lift. 
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endeavoured  to  murder  her.  Ravage,  who  had 

*  •*  _ 

attempted  with  the  moft  fubmijffive  Tendernefs  to 

foften  her  Rage,  hearing  her  utter  fo  deteflahle 

an  Accufation,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire,  and, 

I  believe,  never  attempted  afterwards  to  fpeak 

to  her. 

But,  fhocked  as  he  was  with  herFalfhood  and 
her  Cruelty,  he  imagined  that  fhe  intended  no 
other  Ufe  of  her  Lye,  than  to  fet  herfelf  free 
from  his  Embraces  and  Solicitations,  and  was 
very  far  from  fufpedling  that  (lie  would  treafure 
it  in  her  Memory,  as  an  Inftrument  of  future 
Wickednefs,  or  that  (he  would  endeavour,  for 
th  is  fclitious  Ailault,  to  deprive  him  of  his  Life. 

But  when  the  Queen  was  folicited  for  his  Par¬ 
don,  and  informed  of  the  fevere  Treatments  which 
he  had  fufFered  from  his  Judge,  file  anfwered, 
that  however  unjuflifiable  might  be  the  Manner 
of  his  Trial,  or  whatever  Extenuation  the  Ac¬ 
tion  for  which  he  was  coneemned  might  admit, 
(he  could  not  think  that  Man  a  proper  Object  of 
the  King’s  Mercy,  who  had  been  capable  of  en¬ 
tering  his  Mother’s  Idoufe  in  the  Night,  with  an 
Intent  to  murder  her. 

By  whom  this  atrocious  Calumny  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  the  Queen,  whether  /lie  that  in¬ 
vented,  had  the  Front  to  relate  it  ;  whether  flic 
found  any  one  weak  enough  to  credit  it,  or  cor¬ 
rupt  enough  to  concur  with  her  in  her  hateful 
Defign,  I  know  not  ;  but  Methods  had  been 

Xaken 
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t  Jcen  to  peifuade  the  Queen  fo  flrongly  of  the 
I  ruth  of  it,  that  (he  for  a  long  Time  refufed  to 
hear  any  of  thofe  who  petitioned  for  his  Life. 

T'hus  had  Savage  perifhed  by  the  Evidence  of 
a  Bawd,  a  Strumpet,  and  his  Mother,  had  not 
Ju/Iice  and  Companion  procured  him  an  Advo¬ 
cate  of  Rank  too  great  to  be  reje.dled  unheard, 
an  of  \  irtue  too  eminent  to  be  heard  without 
being  believed.  His  Merit  and  bis  Calamities 
happened  to  reach  the  Ear  of  the  Countefs  of 
Hertford,  who  engaged  in  Lis  Support  with  all 
the  Tendernefs  that  is  excited  by  Pity,  and  all 
the  Zeal  which  is  kindled  by  Generality ;  and 
demanding  an  Audience  of  the  Queen,  laid  be¬ 
fore  her  the  whole  Series  of  his  Mother’s  Cruelty, 
expofed  the  Improbability  of  an  Accufation  by 
which  he  was  charged  with  an  Intent  to  commit 
a  Murder,  that  could  produce  no  Advantage,  and 
foon  convinced  her  how  little  his  former  Conduct 
could  deferve  to  be  mentioned  as  a  Reafon  forex- 
traordinary  Severity. 

1  he  I nterpo/Ition  of  this  Lady  was  fo  fuccefs- 

h-d,  that  he  was  foon  after  admitted  to  Bail,  and 

on  the  Qth  of  March,  1728,  pleaded  the  Kind’s 
Pardon. 

It  is  natural  to  enquire  upon  What  Motives  bis 
Mother  could  prcfecute  him  in  a  Manner  fo 
outrageous  and  implacable  ;  for  what  Reafon  fire 
could  employ  all  the  Acts  of  Malice,  and  all  the 
Snares  of  Calumny,  to  takeaway  the  Life  of  her 

owa 
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own  Son,  of  a  Son  who  never  Injured  her,  who 
was  never  fupported  by  her  Expence,  nor  ob¬ 
truded  any  Profped  of  Pleafure  or  Advantage  ; 
why  (he  fnould  endeavour  to  detroy  him  by  a 
Lye  ;  a  Lye  which  could  not  gain  Credit,  but 
muft  vanifh  of  itfelf  at  the  firt:  Moment  of  Ex¬ 
amination,  and  of  which  only  this  can  be  faid 
to  make  it  probable,  that  it  may  be  obferved 
from  her  Condud,  that  the  mot:  execrable  Crimes 
are  fometimes  committed  without  apparentTemp- 
tation. 

This  Mother  is  till  alive  *,  and  may  perhaps 
even  yet,  though  her  Malice  was  fo  often  de¬ 
feated,  enjoy  the  Pleafure  of  refleding,  that  the 
Life  which  tie  often  endeavoured  to  detroy,  was 
at  leat  fhortened  by  her  maternal  Offices  ;  that 
though  fhe  could  not  tranfport  her  Son  to  the 
Plantations,  bury  him  in  the  Shop  of  a  Mecha- 
nick,  or  haten  the  Hand  of  fhe  publick  Execu^ 
tioner,  tie  has  yet  had  the  Satisfaction  of  imbit- 
tering  all  his  Hours,  and  forcing  him  into  Exi¬ 
gences,  that  hurried  on  his  Death. 

It  is  by  no  Means  neceffary  to  aggravate  the 
Enormity  of  this  Woman's  Condud,  by  placing 
dt  in  Oppofition  to  that  of  the  Countefs  of  Hert¬ 
ford  ;  no  one  can  fail  to  obferve  how  much  more 
amiable  it  is  to  relieve,  than  to  opprefs,  and  to 
refeue  Innocence  from  Deftrudion,  than  to  de- 
ilroy  without  Injury. 

*  Anno  1 743. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Savage,  during  his  Imprifonment,  his 

1  Ma’  and  the  T*me  in  which  he  lay  under  Sen¬ 
tence  of  Death,  behaved  with  great  Firmnefs  and 
fc-quahty  of  Mind,  and  confirmed  by  his  Forti¬ 
tude  the  Ffteem  of  thofe,  who  before  admired  him 
>or  his  Abilities.  The  peculiar  Circumftances  of 
is  Life  were  made  more  generally  known  by  a 
ihort  Account  *,  which  was  then  publifhed,  and 

ot  wh,ch  feveral  thoufands  were  in  a  few  Weeks 
difperfed  over  the  Nation  ;  and  the  Companion 
of  Mankind  operated  fo  powerfully  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  that  he  was  enabled,  by  frequent  Prefen ts, 
not  only  to  fupport  himfelf,  but  to  affiftMr.  Gre¬ 
gory  in  Prifon  ;  and  when  he  was  pardoned  and 

releafed,  he  found  the  Number  of  his  Friends 
not  lefTened. 


The  Nature  of  the  A&  for  which  he  had  been 
tned  was  in  itfelf  doubtful  ;  of  the  Evidences 
which  appeared  againfl  him,  the  Charader  of  the 
Man  was  not  unexceptionable,  that  of  the  Wo¬ 
men  notorioufly  infamous  ;  fhe  whole  Teftimony 
chiefly  influenced  the  Jury  to  condemn  him,  af¬ 
terwards  retracted  her  Aflertions.  He  always 
himfelf  denied  that  he  was  drunk,  as  had  been 
genei ally  reported.  Mr.  Gregory ,  who  is  now 
Cohedor  of  Antigua,  is  Arid  to  declare  him  far 
le/s  criminal  than  he  was  imagined,  even  by  feme 
VVjl5J  favoured  him  :  And  Page  himfelf  afterwards 


*  Written  by  Mr.  Beckmvhan 
man. 


and  another  Gentle- 


con- 
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confefied,  that  he  had  treated  him  with  uncom¬ 
mon  Rigour.  When  all  thefe  Particulars  are 
rated  together,  perhaps  the  Memory  of  Savage 
may  not  be  much  fullied  by  his  Trial. 

Some  Time  after  he  had  obtained  his  Liberty, 
he  met  in  the  Street  the  Woman  that  had  fworn 
with  fo  much  Malignity  againft  him.  She  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  fhe  was  in  Diftrefs,  and,  with 
a  Degree  of  Confidence  not  eafily  attainable,  de- 
fired  him  to  relieve  her.  He,  inftead  of  infult- 
ing  her  Mifery,  and  taking  Pleafure  in  the  Cala¬ 
mities  of  one  who  had  brought  his  Life  into  Dan¬ 
ger,  reproved  her  gently  for  her  Perjury,  and 
changing  the  only  Guinea  that  he  had,  divided  it 
equally  between  her  and  himfelf. 

This  is  an  Adion  which  in  fome  Ages  would 
have  made  a  Saint,  and  perhaps  in  others  a  Hero, 
and  which,  without  any  hyperbolical  Encomi¬ 
ums,  muff  be  allowed  to  be  an  Inftance  of  un¬ 
common  Generofity,  an  Ad  of  complicated  Vir¬ 
tue  ;  by  which  he  at  once  relieved  the  Poor,  cor- 
reded  the  Vicious,  and  forgave  an  Enemy  ;  by 
which  he  at  once  remitted  the  ftroneeft  Provo- 
cations,  and  exercifed  the  moft  ardent  Charity. 

Companion  was  indeed  the  diflinguifhing  Qua¬ 
lity  of  Savage  \  he  never  appeared  inclined  to  take 
Advantage  of  Weaknefs,  to  attack  the  Defence- 
iefs,  or  to  prefs  upon  the  falling ;  whoever  was 
diftreffed  was  certain  at  lead  of  his  Good  Wifhes  ; 
and  when  he  could  give  no  AfMance,  to  extricate 

them 
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tncm  nom  Misfortunes,  he  endeavoured  to  footh 
them  by  Sympathy  and  Tendernefs. 

But  when  his  Heart  was  not  foftened  by  the 
Sight  of  Mifery,  he  was  fometimes  obftinate  in 
his  Refentment,  and  did  not  quickly  lofe  the  Re¬ 
membrance  of  an  Injury.  He  always  continued 
to  fpeak  with  Anger  of  the  Infolence  and  Partia¬ 
lity  of  Page,  and  a  Ihort  Time  before  his  Death 
revenged  it  by  a  Satire  *. 

It 

*  This  Satire,  from  which  the  following  Lines  are 
extracted,  was  called  by  Mr.  Savage,  An  Epifile  on  Au¬ 
thors  ;  It  was  never  printed  intire,  but  feveral  Frag¬ 
ments  were  inferted  by  him  in  the  Magazine,  after  his 
Retirement  into  the  Country. 

Were  all  like  Yorke  of  delicate  Addrefs, 

Strength  to  difcern,  and  Sweetnefs  toexprefs; 

Learn’d,  juft,  polite,  horn  ev’ry  Heart  to  gain  r 
Like  Cummins  mild,  like  (a)  Fortefcue  humane  5 
All  eloquent  af  Truth,  divinely  known  ; 

So  deep,  fo  clear,  all  Science  is  his  own. 

How  far  unlike  fuch  Worthies,  once  a  Drudge 
From  flound’ring  in  low  Caufes,  rofe  a  JudgeT  ’ 

Form  g  to  make  Pleaders  laugh,  his  Nonfenfe  thunders, 
And,  on  low  Juries,  breathes  contagious  Blunders. 

His  Brothers  blufh,  becaufe  no  Blufh  he  knows, 

Nor  e’er  ( b )  one  uncorrupted  Finger  fhonx's. 

See,  drunk  with  Power,  the  Circuit  Lord  expreft  ! 

Full  in  his  Eye,  his  Betters  hand  confeft ; 

Whofe  Wealth,  Birth,  Virtue,  from  a  Tongue  fo  lcofe. 
"Scape  not  provincial,  vile,  buffoon  Abufe. 

Still  to  what  Circuit  is  aflign’d  his  Name, 

There,  fwift  before  him,  flies  the  Warner  Fame. 

Con  tell  flops  fhort,  Confent  yields  every  Caufe 
To  Co  ft,  Delay,  endures  them  and  withdraws. 

But 

(<?)  The  Hon  William  Fortefcuey  Efq;  now  Mafter  of  the  Rolls, 
(&)  ‘  When  Page  one  uncorrupted  Finger /hows.’ 

D,  of  IVhartsn . 
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It  is  natural  to  enquire  in  what  Terms  Mr. 
Savage  fpoke  of  this  fatal  Adion,  when  the  Dan¬ 
ger  was  over,  and  he  was  under  no  Neceifity  of 
u/ing  any  Art  to  fet  his  Condudl  in  the  faireft 
Light.  He  was  not  willing  to  dwell  upon  it ; 
and  if  he  tranfiently  mentioned  it,  appeared  nei¬ 
ther  to  confider  himfelf  as  a  Murderer,  nor  as  a 
Man  wholly  free  from  the  Guilt  of  Blood  *. 
How  much  and  how  long  he  regretted  it,  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  f  Poem  which  he  publifhed  many 

Years 

But  how  Teape  Prisoners  ?  To  their  Trial  chain'd, 

Ali,  all  Hi  all  {land  condemn’d,  who  ftand  arraign’d# 

Dire  Guilt,  which  elfe  would  Detection  caufe, 
Pre-judg’d  withlnfult,  wond’rous  Pity  draws. 

But  'fcapes  ev’n  Innocence  his  harfh  Harangue  ? 

Alas- - ev’n  Innocence  itfelf  mu  ft  hang  $ 

Muft  hang  to  pleafe  him,  when  of  Spleen  pofTeft  : 

Muft  hang  to  bring  forth  an  abortive  Jeft. 

Why  liv’d  he  not  ere  Star-Chamber  had  fail’d, 

When  Fine,  Tax,  Cenfure,  all,  but  Law,  prevail’d  ; 

Or  Law,  fubfervient  to  fome  murd’rous  Will, 

Became  a  Precedent  to  Murder  ftill  ? 

"Yet ev’n  when  Patriots  did  for  Traytors  bleed. 

Was  e’er  the  Jobb  to  fuch  a  Slave  decreed  ; 

Whofe  favage  Mind  wants  fophift  Art  to  draw. 

O’er  murder’d  Virtue,  fpecious  Veils  of  Law  ? 

GentUman's  Magazine,  Sept.  1741. 

*  In  one  of  his  Letters  he  Riles  it,  a  fatal  Quarrel, 
but  too  wtU  known.  ^  ’ 

f  Is  Chance  a  Guilt,  that  my  difaft'rous  Heart, 

For  Mifchief  never  meant,  muft  ever  fmart  ? 

Can  Self-Defence  be  Sin  ?— Ah  !  plead  no  more  ; 

What  though  no  purpos’d  Malice  ftain’d  thee  o’er; 

Had  Heav’n  befriended  thy  unhappy  Side, 

Thou  hadft  not  been  provok’d,  or  then  hadft  dy’d. 

Far  be  the  Guilt  of  Home  (hed  Blood  from  all 
On  whom,  unfought,  embroiling  Dangers  fall. 


Still 
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Years  afterwards.  On  the  Occasion  of  a  Copy 
of  Verfes  in  which  the  Failings  of  good  Men 
were  recounted,  and  in  which  the  Author  had 
endeavoured  to  illustrate  his  Pofition,  that  the 
heft  may  fo?netimes  deviate  from  Virtue ,  by  an  In- 
ftance  of  Murder  committed  by  Savage  in  the 
Heat  of  Wine,  Savage  remarked,  that  it  was  no 
very  juft  Reprefentation  of  a  good  Man,  to  fup- 
pofe  him  liable  to  Drunkennefs,  and  difpofed  in 
his  Riots  to  cut  Throats. 

He  was  now  indeed  at  Liberty,  but  was,  as 
before,  without  any  other  Support  than  accidental 
Favours  and  uncertain  Patronage  afforded  him  ; 
Sources  by  which  he  was  foraetimes  very  liberally 
fupplied,  and  which  at  other  Times  were  fud- 
denly  flopped  ;  fo  that  he  fpent  his  Life  between 
Want  and  Plenty,  or,  what  was  yet  worfe,  be¬ 
tween  Beggary  and  Extravagance ;  for  as  what¬ 
ever  he  received  was  the  Gift  of  Chance,  which 
might  as  well  favour  him  at  one  Time  as  another, 
he  was  tempted  to  fquander  what  he  had,  becaufe 
he  always  hoped  to  be  immediately  fupplied. 

Still  the  pale  Dead  revives  and  lives  to  me, 

To  me,  through  Pity’s  Eye,  condemn'd  to  fee. 
Remembrance  veils  his  Rage,  but  fwells  his  Fate, 
Griev’d  I  forgive,  and  am  grown  cool  too  late. 

Young  and  unthoughtful  then,  who  knows  one  Day, 
What  rip’ning  Virtues  might  have  made  their  Way  ? 

He  might  one  Day  his  Country’s  Friend  have  prov’d, 
Been  gen’rous,  happy,  candid  and  belov’d; 

He  might  have  fav’d  fome  Worth  now  doom’d  to  fall, 
And  I  perchance  in  him  have  murder'd  all. 

The  Bastard. 

Another 
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Another  Caufe  of  his  Profufion  was  the  abfurd 
Kindnefs  of  his  Friends^  who  at  once  rewarded 
and  enjoyed  his  Abilities,  by  treating  him  at  Ta¬ 
verns,  and  habituated  him  to  Pleafures  which  he 
could  not  afford  to  enjoy,  and  which  he  was  not 
able  to  deny  himfelf,  though  he  purchafed  the 
Luxury  of  a  Tingle  Night  by  the  Anguifh  of  Cold 
and  Hunger  for  a  Week. 

The  Experience  of  thefe  Inconveniences  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  endeavour  after  Tome  fettled  In¬ 
come,  which,  having  long  found  Submiffion  and 
Intreaties  fruitlefs,  he  attempted  to  extort  from 
his  Mother  by  rougher  Methods.  He  had  now, 
as  he  acknowledged,  loft  that  Tendernefs  for 
her,  which  the  whole  Series  of  her  Cruelty  had 
not  been  able  wholly  to  reprefs,  till  he  found,  by 
the  Efforts  which  fhe  made  for  his  Deftru&ion, 
that  fhe  was  not  content  with  refuting  to  affft 
him,  and  being  neutral  in  his  Struggles  with  Po¬ 
verty,  but  always  ready  to  (hatch  every  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  adding  to  his  Misfortunes,  and  that  fhe 
was  to  be  considered  as  an  Enemy  implacably  ma¬ 
licious,  whom  nothing  but  his  Blood  could  fa--’ 
tisfy  :  He  therefore  threatened  to  harrafs  her  with 
Lampoons,  and  to  publifh  a  copious  Narrative 
of  her  Conduct:,  unlefs  fhe  contented  topurchafe 
an  Exemption  from  Infamy,  by  allowing  him  a 
Penfion. 

This  Expedient  proved  fuccefsful.  Whether 
Shame  ftill  furvivcd,  though  Virtue  was, extinft. 


50  THE  LIFE  OF 

or  whether  her  Relations  had  more  Delicacy  than 
herfelf,  and  imagined  that  fome  of  the  Darts 
which  Satire  might  point  at  her  would  glance 
upon  them  :  Lord  Tyrconnel ,  whatever  were  his 
Motives,  upon  his  Promife  to  lay  afide  his  Defign 
of  expofing  the  Cruelty  of  his  Mother,  received 
him  into  his  Family,  treated  him  as  his  Equal, 
and  engaged  to  allow  him  a  Penfion  of  two  jhun^ 
dred  Pounds  a  Year. 

This  was  the  Golden  Part  of  Air.  Savage's 
Life ;  and  for  fome  Time  he  had  no  Reafon  to 
complain  of  Fortune  ;  his  Appearance  was  fplen- 
did,  his  Expences  large,  and  his  Acquaintance 
extenfive.  He  was  courted  by  all  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  be  thought  Men  of  Genius,  and  ca¬ 
lefied  by  all  who  valued  themfelves  upon  a  refined 
Taftp.  To  admire  Mr.  Savage  was  a  Proof  of 
Difcernment,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  him  was 
a  Title  to  poetical  Reputation.  His  Prefence 
was  fufflcient  to  make  any  Place  of  publick  En¬ 
tertainment  popular ;  and  his  Approbation  and 
Example  conftituted  the  Fafhion.  So  powerful 
is  Genius,  when  it  is  inverted  with  the  Glitter  of 
Affluence  ;  Men  willingly  pay  to  Fortune  that 
Regard  which  they  owe  to  Alerit,  and  are 
pleafed  when  they  have  an  Opportunity  at  once 
of  gratifying  their  Vanity,  and  pra&ifmg  their 
Dufy. 

This  Interval  of  Prcfperity  furnifhed  him  with 
Opportunities  of  enlarging  his  Knowledge  of 

human 
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human  Nature,  by  contemplating  Life  from  its 
higheft  Gradations  to  its  lowed:  ;  and  had  he  af¬ 
terwards  applied  to  Dramatic  Poetry,  he  would 
perhaps  not  have  had  many  Superiors  ;  for  as  he 
never  fuffered  any  Scene  to  pafs  before  his  Eyes 
without  Notice,  he  had  treafured  in  his  Mind  all 
the  different  Combinations  of  Paflions,  and  the 
innumerable  Mixtures  of  Vice  and  Virtue,  which 
diftinguifh  one  Character  from  another  ;  and  as 
his  Conception  was  ftrong,  his  Expreflions  were 
clear,  he  eafily  received  Impreflions  from  Objects, 
and  very  forcibly  tranfmitted  them  to  others. 

Of  his  exaft  Obfervations  on  human  Life  he 
has  left  a  Proof,  which  would  do  Honour  to  the 
greateft  Names,  in  a  fmall  Pamphlet,  called. 
The  Author  to  he  let ,  where  he  introduces  Ifcariot 
Hackney ,  a  proftitute  Scribbler,  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  Birth,  his  Education,  his  Difpofw 
tion  and  Morals,  Habits  of  Life,  and  Maxims  of 
Conduct.  In  the  Introduction  are  related  many 
fecret  Hiflories  of  the  petty  Writers  of  that  Time, 
but  fometimes  mixed  with  ungenerous  Reflec- 
tions  on  their  Birth,  their  Circumftances,  orthofe 
of  their  Relations  ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  fomc 
Paffages  are  fuch  as  Ifcariot  Hackney  might  him- 
felf  have  produced. 

He  was  accufed  likewife  of  living  in  an  Ap-» 
pearance  of  Friendfhip  with  fome  whom  he  fan¬ 
nied,  and  of  making  ule  of  the  Confidence  which 
he  gained,  by  a  feeming  Kindnefs,  to  di  fcover 

D  2  Fail- 
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Failings  and  expofe  them  :  It  muft  be  confe/Ted, 
that  Mr.  Savage  s  Efteern  was  no  very  certain 
PofteiTion,  and  that  he  would  lampoon  at  one 
Fime  thofe  whom  he  had  praiied  at  another. 

It  may  be  alledged,  that  the  fame  Man  may 
change  his  Principles,  and  that  he  who  was  once 
defervedly  commended,  may  be  afterwards  fati- 
rifed  with  equal  Juftice  ;  or  that  the  Poet  was 
dazzled  with  the  Appearance  of  Virtue,  and 
found  the  Man  whom  he  had  celebrated,  when 
he  had  an  Opportunity  of  examining  him  more 
nearly,  unworthy  ef  the  Panegyric  which  he  had 
too  haftily  bellowed  ;  and  that  as  a  falfe  Satire 
ought  to  be  recanted,  for  the  fake  of  him  whofe' 
Reputation  may  be  injured,  falfe  Praife  ou^ht 
likewife  to  be  obviated,  left  the  Diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  Vice  and  Virtue  fhould  be  loft,  left  a  bad 
Alan  fhould  be  trufted  upon  the  Credit  of  his 
Encomiaft,  or  left  others  fhould  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  like  Praifes  by  the  fame  Means. 

But  though  thefe  Excufes  may  be  often  plaufi- 
ble,  and  fometimes  juft,  they  are  very  feldom 
fatisfadtory  to  Mankind  ;  and  the  Writer,  who 
is  not  conftant  to  his  Subjedf,  quickly  finks  into 
Contempt,  his  Satire  lofes  its  Force,  and  his 
Panegyric  its  Value,  and  he  is  only  conlidered  at 
one  Time  as  a  Flatterer,  and  as  a  Calumniator 
at  another. 

To  avoid  thefe  Imputations,  it  is  only  necek 
fary  to  follow  the  Rules  of  Virtue,  and  to  pre- 

lerva 
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ferve  an  unvaried  Regard  to  Truth.  For  though 
it  is  undoubtedly  poflible,  that  a  Man,  however 
cautious,  may  be  fometimes  deceived  by  an  artful 
Appearance  of  Virtue,  or  by  falfe  Evidences  of 
Guilt,  fuch  Errors  will  not  be  frequent ;  and  it 
will  be  allowed,  that  the  Name  of  an  Author 
would  never  have  been  made  contemptible,  had 
no  Man  ever  faid  what  he  did  not  think,  or 
milled  others,  but  when  he  was  himfelf  deceived. 

The  Author  to  he  let  was  firffc  publifhed  in  a 
(ingle  Pamphlet,  and  afterwards  inferted  in  a  Col- 
le&ion  of  Pieces  relating  to  the  Dunciad ,  which 
were  addreffed  by  Mr.  Savage  to  the  Earl  of  Mid* 
Jlefex,  in  a  *  Dedication,  which  he  was  prevailed 

upon 

*  To  the  Right  Hon .  the  Earl  of  Middlesex. 

My  I.oro, 

That  elegant  Tafte  in  Poetry,  which  is  hereditary  fo 
your  Lordfhip,  together  with  that  particular  Regard, 
with  which  yon  honour  the  Author  to  whom  thefe  Pa* 
per*  relate,  make  me  imagine  this  Collection  will  not 
be  unpleating  to  you.  And  I  may  prefume  to  fay,  the 
Pieces  themfelves  are  fuch  as  are  not  unworthy  your 
Lbrdfhip's  Patronage,  my  own  Part  in  it  excepted.  I 
fpeak  only  of'  the  Author  to  be  lett  having  no  Title  to 
any  otheF,  not  even  the  fmall  ones  out  of  the  Journals. 
May  I  be  permitted  to  declare  (to  the  End  I  may  feem 
not  quite  fo  unworthy  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Favour,  as 
fome  Writers  of  my  Age  and  Circumftances)  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  was  concerned  in  any  Journals.  I  ever  thought  the 
exorbitant  Liberty,  which  moft  of  thofe  Papers  take 
with  their  Superiors,  unjuftifiable  in  any  Rank  of  Men  ; 
but  deteftable  in  fuch  who  do  it  merely  for  Hire,  and 
without  even  the  bad  Excufe  of  PaJJion  and  Refe/itment. 
On  the  contrary,  being  once  incli»ed,  upon  lome  ad- 

D  j  vantageous 
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upon  to  fign,  though  he  did  not  write  it,  and  in 
which  there  are  fome  Pofitions,  that  the  true  Au¬ 
thor 

the/iefna  S  IP.r0P0<5!s>  t0  en ‘?t  into  a  f  Paper  of  a«o- 
1  immediately  defined,  on  finding  admitted 

HdenM  h  gh2‘  the  Publifl)f,r  told  me  merely  by  Ac- 
Were  m T T  •f"  t^rfe  b'nes  reflf fting  on  a  great  Minifier. 
»ith  =  nflCVe!!-fo  unhaPPV.  it  fiiall  not  be  (hired 
ther™,C°w  Ur’  wh,ch  m.v  Birth  at  leaft  (though  net- 
_  ,  p  Education  nor  good  Fortune)  fhould  fet  me  above, 

whoO.  w  W,tm any  Ingratitude  to  that  noble  Perfon,  to 
*ho,e  Interceflion  (next  to  his  Maiefty’s  GoodnefO  I 
in  a  great  Meafure  that  Life  itfelf 

~~  .  ~  Nec  fi  Tn  ferum  Fortuna  Sinonem 

nnxity  vanum  eiiam  mendacentque  imprcba  finget. 

o/anv  orherClT  Lh0runi’P  wiU  Par(,on  this  Digreffion, 

nyr.  !h  rwii,C,h.  keePs  me  from  the  Stile,  you  fd 
much  hate,  of  Dedication.  r 

, „1  rWT l Prete"dut0, « i rPl thole  rifing  Virtues  in 

Snrn  the  next  ASe  wiH  certainly  know 

ithout  my  Help,  but  rather  relate  (what  elfe  it  will 

as  certainly  be  ignorant  of)  the  Hiftorv  of  thefe  Pa- 
pels,  and  the  Occafion  which  produced  the  War  of  tbt 
Ounces  (.or  jo  it  has  been  eommonly  called)  which  be- 
®uil ’n  t  ,e  ^  ear  }?27>  and'ended  in  1730. 
n,  r  ien  Pr'fSUJjP  am'  Mr •  Pope  thought  it  proper,  for 
rceafons  fpecified  in  the  Preface  to  their  Mifcellanies,  to 
pubhfli  fuel)  little  Pieces  of  theirs  as  had  cafualiy  got  a- 
oroad,  there  was  added  to  them  theTreatife  of  the  Battos, 

ruhe,f  Smkl”?  ,n  Poetry.  It  happened  that  in  one 
-  nap  er  of  this  Piece,  the  feveral  Species  of  bad  Poets 
were  ranged  in  Ciafies,  to  which  were  prefixed  almoft  all 
the  betters  of  the  Alphabet  (the  greatefl  Part  of  them  at 
Kai.i.om)  but  fuel)  was  the  Number  of  Poets  eminent 

if!  ,,  ^ome  one  or  other  took  every  Letter  to 

inmfelf:  A.l  fell  into  fo  violent  a  Fury,  that  for  half  a 
^ear,  or  more,  the  common  News  Papers  (in  molt  of 
which  they  had  fome  Property,  as  being  hired  Writers) 
were  m.ed  with  the  moft  abufive  Falfhoods  and  Scurri- 

lities 

,+  TJ^  Paper  here  meant,  was  probably  the  Gruhftrert  Jourral, 
much  Mr.  Savage  was  once  invited  to  undertake,  but  whith  hr, 
declined,  whether  fer  rhe  Rejfon  her*  mentioned  is  not  certain, 
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thor  would  perhaps  not  have  publifhed  under  his 
own  Name;  and  on  which  Mr.  Savage  attei 
wards  reflected  with  no  great  Satisfaction. 

The 

lities  they  could  poflibly  devife.  A  Liberty  no  way 
be  wondered  at  in  thofe  People*  and  in  thole  t  apers, 
that,  for  many  Years  during  the  uncontrolled  Liberty 
of  the  Pi  els,  had  afperfetl  aimed  all  the  great  Characters 
of  the  Age;  and  with  this  Impunity,  their  own  rerjons 
and  Names  being  utterly  fecret  and  obfeure. 

,  This  gave  Mr.  Pope  the  Thought,  that  he  had  now 
fome  Opportunhv  of  doing  Good,  by  detecting  and 
dragging  into  Light  thele  common  Enemies  or  Man- 
kind;  fince  to  invalidate  this  univerfal  Slander,  it  un 
ficed  to  fhew  what  contemptible  Men  were  the  Author* 
of  it.  He  was  not  without  Hopes,  that  by  manifelting 
the  Dulnefs  of  thofe  who  had  only  Malice  to  rec  ommend 
theih,  either  the  Bookfellers  would  not  find  their  Av - 
count  in  employing  them,  or  the  Men  themlelres,  when 
difeovered,  want  Courage  to  proceed  in  fo  unlawful  an 
Occupation.  Tiiis  it  was  that  gave  Birth  to  the  Dun- 
oad,  and  he  thought  it  an  Happinefis,  that  by  the  !at« 
Flood  of  Slander  on  himfelf,  ne  hid  acquired  luch  a 
peculiar  Right  over  their  Names  as  was  neceiiary  to  this 
Defign. 

On  the  rztfr  of  March  1729,  at  St,  James' s,  that  Poem 
was  prefented  to  the  King  and  Que. l:n  (who  had  be¬ 
fore  been  pieafed  to  read  it)  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  ;  And  fome  Days  after  the  wbo'c  En- 
prefiion  was  taken  and  difperied  by  leverai  Noblemen 
and  Perfons  of  the  fir  It  DillindVion. 

It  is  certainly  a  true  Obfervation,  that  no  People  are 
fo  impatient  of  Cenfure  as  thofe  who  are  the  greatelt 
Slanderers;  which  was  wonderfully  exemplified  on  this 
Occafion.  On  the  Day  the  Book  was  firft  vended,  a 
Crowd  of  Authors  befieged  the  Shop  ;  Entreaties,  Ad¬ 
vices,  Threats  of  Law,  and  Brttery,  nay  Cries  ot  Trea- 
fon,  were  all  employed  to  hinder  the  coming  out  of  the 
Dunciad:  On  the  other  Side,  the  Bookfellers  and  Hawk¬ 
ers  made  as  great  Efforts  to  procure  it  :  What  could  a 
few  poor  Authors  do  agmnlt  fo  great  a  Majoiity  a3  the 
Publick  ?  There  was  no  flopping  a  Toirent  with  a  Fin¬ 
ger,  fo  out  it  came, 

D  4  Many 


S&  THE  life  of 

7  he  Enumeration  of  the  bad  Effects  of  the 
uncontrolled  Freedom  of  the  Prefs,  and  the  AfTer- 

tion 

Many  ludicrous  Circumftances  attended  it  •  The 
ponces  (for  by  this  Name  they  were  called)  held  week 
-v  u^s»  toconfult  of  Hoftilities  againft  the  Author  • 

Mr  3  Ltetter  t0  \  great  -Minifler,  afiuiing  him 

Mr.  Pope  was  the  greateft  Enemy  the  Government  hid  • 
and  another  bought  his  Image  in  Clay,  to  execu-ehim 

Efhgy*  with  which  fad  Sort  of  Sat  Jaflions  the  Ge  ™ 

tlemen  were  a  little  comforted. 

f.°™e  fahe  Editions  of  the  Book  having  an  Owl  in 
their  Frontifpiece,  the  true  one  to  diftingiiilh  it  fixed 
in  its  ftead  an  Afs  laden  with  Authors.  Then  another 
fun  eotitious  one  being  printed  with  the  fame  Afs,  the 
ntw  Edition  in  Oflavo  returned  for  Diftinfiion  to  the 
Owl  again.  Hence  arofe  a  great  Conte  ft  of  Bookfellers 
agamlt  Bookfellers,  and  Advertifements  againft-Adver! 
tiiements  ;  fome  recommending  the  Edition  of  the  Oil d 

by  wMch  /mes  they  ' 

Gentlemen* of  t  h  e” Wunciad.  ‘°  ^  S‘eat  H°noUr  of  t,le 

Your  Lord  (hip  will  not  think  thefe  Particulars  alto¬ 
gether  unentertaining ;  nor  are  they  impertinent,  fince 
they  clear  fome  Paflages  in  the  following  Collefhon 
The  whole  cannot  but  be  of  fome  Ufe(  to  Thew  the  dif. 
Jerent  Stmt  with  which  good  and  bad  Authors  have  ever 
acted,  as  well  as  ivritten  $  and  to  evince  a  Truth  a 
greater  than  which  was  never  advanced,  that _ 

**  Each  had  Author  is  as  had  a  Friend." 

However,  the  Imperfe&ion  of  this  Colleftion  cannot 
but  he  owned,  as  long  as  it  wants  that  Poem  with  which 
you  my  Lord,  have  honoured  the  Author  of  the  Dun - 
•aad,  but  which  I  durft  not  prefume  to  add  in  your  Ab¬ 
sence.  As  it  is,  may  it  plea/e  your  Lordfhip  to  accept 

?}  a  Teftimony,  with  what  Refped  and 

Zeal  I  am,  f 

My  Lord, 

your  moft  obedient 

and  devoted  Servant, 

x  R.  Savage, 
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tion  that  the  Liberties  s  taken  by  the  Writers  of 
Journals  with  their  Superiors  were  exorbitant  and 
unjujlifiable ,  very  ill  became  Men,  who  have 
themfelves  not  always  fhewn  the  exacleft  Regard 
to  the  Laws  of  Subordination  in  their  Writi  ngs,- 
and  who  have  often  fatirifed  thole  that  at  leal! 
thought  themfelves  their  Superiors,  as  they  were 
eminent  for  their  hereditary  Rank,  and  employed 
in  the  higheft  Offices  of  the  Kingdom.  But  this* 
is  only  an  Inftance  of  that  Partiality  which  almoft 
every  Man  indulges  with  Regard*  to  himlelt ;  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefsis  a  B1  effing,  when  we  are  in¬ 
clined  to  write  aeainfl  others,  and  a  Calamity 
when  we  find  ourfelves  overborn  by  the  Multitude 
of  our  Aflailants  ;  as  the  Power  of  the  Cr-own  is* 
always  thought  too  great  by  thofe  who  fuller  bv 
its  Influence,  and  too  little  by  thofe  in  whole  Fa-' 
vour  it  is  exerted  :  and  a  Standing  Army  is  £e- 
nerally  accounted  necefiary  by  thofe  who  goiii-* 
mand,  and  dangerous  and  oppreffive  by  thofe  who 
fupport  it. 

Mr.  Savage  was  like  wife  very  far  from  believ¬ 
ing,  that  the  Letters  annexed  to  each  Species  of 
bad  Poets  in  the  Bathos ,  were,  as  he  was  di¬ 
rected’  to  aflert,  fef  down'  at  Random  ;  for  when 
he  was  charged  by  one  of  his  Friends  with 
putting  his  Name  to  fuch  an  Improbability, 
he  had  no  other  Anfwer  to  make  than  that  he 
did  not  think  of  it ,  and  his  Friend  had  too  much 
Tenderncfs  to  reply,  that  next  to  the  Crime  of 

D'5  writing 
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writing  contrary  to  what  he  thought,  was  that 
of  writing  without  thinking. 

After  having  remarked  what  is  falfe  in  this 
Dedication,  it  is  proper  that  I  obferve  the  Impar¬ 
tiality  which  I  recommend,  by  declaring,  what 
Savage  after  ted,  that  the  Account  oftheCircum- 
ftances  which  attended  the  Publication  of  the 
Dunctad ,  however  ftrange  and  improbable,  was 
exadlly  true. 

The  Puplication  of  this  Piece  at  this  Time 
railed  Mr.  Savage  a  great  Number  of  Enemies  a- 
mong  thofe  that  were  attacked  by  Mr.  Popi,  with 
whom  he  was  confidered  as  a  Kind  of  Confederate, 
and  whom  he  was  fufpefied  of  fuppjying  with  pri¬ 
vate  Intelligence  and  fecret  Incidents :  fo  that  the 
Ignominy  of  an  Informer  was  added  to  the  Ter¬ 
ror  of  a  Satirift. 

That  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  literary 
Hypocrify,  and  that  he  fometimes  fpoke  one 
thing,  and  wrote  another,  cannot  be  denied,  be- 
caufe  he  himfelf  confefted,  that  when  he  lived  in 
great  familiarity  with  Dennis ,  he  wrote  an  Epi¬ 
gram-*  again  ft  him. 


*  This  Epigram  was,  l  believe,  never  publijhed. 

Should  Dennis  puhlifh  you  had  ftabb'd  your  Brother, 
Lampoon'd  your  Monarch,  or  debauch’d  your  Mother  $ 
Say  what  Revenge  on  Dennis  can  be  had, 

Too  dull  lor  Laughter,  for  Reply  too  mad  ? 

On  one  fo  poor  you  cannot  take^the  Law, 

On  one  fo  oid  your  Sword  you  fcorn  to  draw  • 

Uncag’d,  then  let  the  hai  mfefs  Monfter  rage, 

Secure  in  Dulhief?,  Madnefs,  Want,  and  Age, 


Mr, 
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Mr.  Savage  however  fet  all  the  Malice  of  all 
the  pigmy  Writers  at  Defiance,  and  thought  the 
Friendfhip  of  Mr.  Pope  cheaply  purchafed  by  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  their  Cenfure  and  their  Hatred  ^ 
nor  had  he  any  Reafon  to  repent  of  the  P reference, 
for  he  found  Mr.  Pope  a  fleady  and  unalienable 
Friend  almoft  to  the  End  of  his  Life. 

About  this  Time,  notwithstanding  his  avowed 


Neutrality  with  regard  to  Party,  he  published  a. 
Panegyric  on  Sir  Robert  Jf  alpoic ,  for  wnicn  he 
was  rewarded  by  him  witn  twenty  Guineas  ;  a 
Sum  not  very  large,  if  either  the  Excellence  or 
the  Performance,  or  the  Wealth  of  the  Patron  he 
confidered  ;  but  greater  than  he  afterwards  ob¬ 
tained  from  aPerfon  of  yet  higher  Rank,  and 
more  defirous  in  Appearance  of  being  diPingui/hcd 


as  a  Patron  of  Literature. 

As  he  was  very  far  from  approving  the  Conduft 
of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ,  and  in  Conversion  men¬ 
tioned  him  fometimes  with  Acrimony,  and  gene¬ 
rally  with  Contempt/as  he  was  one  of  thofe  who 
were  always  zealous  in  their  Affertions  of  the 
Juftice  of  the  late  Oppofition,  jealous  of  the 
Rights  of  the  People,  and  alarmed  by  the  long- 
continued  Triumph-  of  the  Court ;  it  was  natural 
to  afk  him  what  could  induce  him  to  employ  Ins- 
Poetry  in  Praife  of  that  Man,  who  was,  in  his 
Opinion,  an  Enemy  to  Liberty,  and  an  OpprelTor 
©f  his  Country  ?  He  alleged,  that  he  was  then 
dependent  upon  Lord  Tyrconnel ,  who  was  an  im- 

D  6  elicit 
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plicit  Follower  of  the  Miniftry,  and  that  being 

cnjomed  by  him,  not  without  Menace,  to  write 

tn  raife  of  his  Leader,  he  had  not  Refolution  fuf- 

fiaent  to  facnfice  the  Pleafure  of  Affluence  to 
that  of  Integrity. 

On  this,  and  on  many  other  Occafions,  he  was 
ready  to  lament  the  Mifery  of  living  at  the  Tables 
of  other  Men,  which  was  his  Fate  from  the  Be- 
ginnmg  to  the  End  of  his  Life  ;  for  I  know  not 
whetherhe  ever  had,  for  three  Months  together, 
a  fettled  Habitation,  in  which  he  could  claim  a 
Right  of  Refidence. 

To  this  unhappy  State  it  is  juft  to  impute  much 
of  the  Inconftancy  of  his  Condud  ,  for  though 
a  Readinefs  to  comply  with  the  Inclination  of  o- 
tbers  was  no  Part  of  his  natural  Character,  yet 
he  was  fometimes  obliged  to  relax  his  Obftinacy, 
and  fubmit  his  own  Judgment,  and  even  his 
Virtue,  to  the  Government  of  thofe  by  whom 
he  was  fupported  :  So  that  if  his  Miferies  were 
fometimes  the  Confequence  of  his  Faults,  he  ' 
ought  not  yet  to  be  wholly  excluded  from  Com- 

were  very  often  the 

.hfFedls  of  his  Mrsfortunes. 

In  this  gay  Period  *  of  his  Life,  while  he  was 
fupported  by  Affluence  and  Pleafure,  he  publilhecf 
The  IV under er ,  a  moral  Poem,  of  which  the  De- 
%n  is  cpmprifed  in  thcfe  Lines : 

*  x 7  2 9. 

I  fly 
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I  fly  all  public  Care,  all  venal  Strife, 

To  try  the  fill  compar’d  with  active  Life ; 

To  prove  by  thefe,  the  S-ns  of  Men  may  owe 
The  Fruits  of  Blifs  to  burfting  Clouds  of  Woe$ 
That  even  Calamity,  by  Thought  refin’d,. 
Infpirits  and  adorns  the  thinking  Mind. 

And  more  drftin&Iy  in  the  following  PafTage  : 

By  W oe  the  Soul  to  daring  Adlion  fwells, 

By  Woe  in  plaintlefs  Patience  it  excels ; 

From  Patience  prudent,  clear  Experience  fprings. 
And  traces  Knowledge  through  the  Courfe  of 
Things. 

Thence  Hope  is  form’d,  thence  Fortitude,  Succefs, 
Renown — whate’er  Men  covet  and  carefs. 

This  Performance  was  always  considered  by 
himfelf  as  his  M after-piece,  and  Mr.  Pope,  when 
he  was  afked  his  Opinion  of  it,  told  him,  that  he 
read  it  once  over,  and  was  not  difpleafed  with  it, 
that  it  gave  him  more  Pleafure  at  the  fecond  Pe- 
rufal,  and  delighted  him  ftill  more  at  the  third. 

It  has  been  generally  objected  to  the  Wanderer , 
that  the  Difpofition  of  the  Parts  is  irregular,  that 
the  Defign  is  obfcure,  and  the  Plan  perplexed  ; 
that  the  Images,  however  beautiful,  fucceed  each 
other  without  Order;  and  that  the  whole  Per¬ 
formance  is  not  fo  much  a  regular  Fabric,  as  a 
Heap  or  fhining  Materials,  thrown  together  by 
Accident,  which  ftrikes  rather  with  the  folemn 

Mag- 
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Magnificence  of  a  ftupendous  Ruin,  than  the  ele¬ 
gant  Grandeur  of  a  fini fhed  Pile. 

Th  is  Criticifm  is  un^'erfal,  and  therefore  it  is 
reafonable  to  believe  it  at  leaft  in  a  great  Degree 
juft;  but  Mr.  Savage  was  always  of  a  contrary 
Opinion  ;  he  thought  his  Drift  could  only  be 
mifled  by  Negligence  or  Stupidity,  and  that  the 
whole  Plan  was  regular,  and  the  Parts  diftincf  r 

It  was  never  denied  to  abound  with  ftrong  Re- 
prefcntations  of  Nature,  and  juft  Obfervations 
upon  Life  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  obferved,  that 
moft  of  his  Pictures  have  an  evident  Tendency 
to  illuftrate  his  firft  great  Pofition,  that  Gccd  is 
the  Confequence  of  Evil .  The  Sun  that  burns  up 
the  Mountains,  fructifies  the  Vales  ;  the  Deluge, 
that  rufhes  down  the  broken  Rocks  with  dreadful 
Impetuofity,  is  fepa rated  into  purling  Brooks  ; 
and  the  Rage  of  the  Hurricane  purifies  the  Air. 

Even  in  this  Poem  he  has  not  been  able  to  for¬ 
bear  one  Touch  upon  the  Cruelty  of  his  Mother*^ 

*  Falfe  Pride  \  what  Vices  on  our  Conduct  fteal. 

From  the  World's  Eye  one  Frailty  to  conceal ! 

Ye  cruel  Mothers— foft !  thefe  Words  command— 

So  near  fhould  Cruelty  and  Mother  ftand  ? 

Can  the  fond  Goat,  or  tender  ftetcy  Dam 
Howl  like  the  Wolf  to  tear  the  Kid  or  Lamb  ? 

Yes,  there  are  Mothers - there  I  fear’d  his  Aim, 

And  confcious  trembled  at  the  coming  Name  : 

Then  with  a  Sigh  his  iflfuing  Words  oppos’d, 

Strait  with  a  falling  Tear  his  Speech  he  clos’d  ; 

That  Tendv.rnefs  which  Ties  of  Blood  deny, 

Nature  repaid  me  from  a  Stranger’s  Eye, 

Pale  grow  my  Cheeks— 

which. 
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which,  though  remarkably  delicate  and  tender, 
is  a  Proof  how  deep  an  Impreffion  it  had  made 
upon  his  Mind. 

This  muft  be  at  leaft  acknowledged,  which 
ought  to  be  thought  equivalent  to  many  other 
Excellencies,  that  this  Poem  can  promote  no  other 
Purpofes  than  thofe  of  Virtue,  and  that  it  is 
written  with  a  very  ftrong  Senfe  of  the  Efficacy 
of  Religion. 

But  my  Province  is  rather  to  give  the  Hiflory 
of  Mr.  Savage9 s  Performances,  than  to  difplay 
their  Beauties,  or  to  obviate  the  Criticifms,  which 
they  have  occafioned,  and  therefore  I  fhall  not 
dwell  upon  the  particular  PafTages  which  deferve 
Applanfe  :  I  fhall  neither  fhow  the  Excellence 
of  his  Defcriptions  nor  expatiate  on  the  ter¬ 
rific 

*  Of  his  Defcriptions  this  Specimen  may  be  offered. 

Now,  from  yon  Range  of  Rocks,  ftrong  Rays  rebound. 
Doubling  the  D^y  on  flow’ry  Plains  around  : 

Kingcups  beneath  far-linking  Colours  glance, 

Bright  as  th'  etherial  glows  the  green  Expanfe. 

Gems  of  the  Field  f— The  Topaz  charms  the  Sight, 
Like  thefe,  effulging  yellow  Streams  of  Light. 

From  the  fame  Rocks  fall  Rills  with  foften’d  Force, 
Meet  in  yon  Mead,  and  fweil  a  River's  Source. 

Through  her  clear  Channel  fhine  her  finny  Shoals, 

O'er  Sands  like  Gold  the  liquid  Cryftal  rclls. 

Dim’d  in  yon  coarfer  Moor  her  Charms  decay, 

And  ihape  through  ruffling  Reeds  a  ruffled  Way. 

Near  Willows  lhort  and  bufhy  Shadow's  throw  : 

Now  loft  fhe  feems  through  neither  Tradts  to  flow  $ 

Yet  at  yon  Point  winds  out  in  Silver  State, 

Like  Virtue  from  a  Labyrinth  of  Fate. 


In 
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rific  Portrait  of  Suicide  f,  nor  point  out  the  art— 

ful 

ning  Rows  prone  from  the  Mountains  run 
The  Flocks :  Their  Fleeces  glilt’ning  in  the  Sun  ; 

Her  Streams  they  feek,  and,  ’twixt  her  neighboring 
Trees, 

Recline  in  various  Attitudes  of  Eafe  : 

Where  the  Herds  fip,  the  little  fcaly  Fry, 

Swift  from  the  Shore,  in  fcatt’ring  Myriads  fly. 

liv  ried  Cloud,  that  round  th’  Horizon  glows,, 
ohitts  in  odd  Scenes,  like  Earth  from  whence  it  rofe* 
The  Bee  hums  wanton  in  yon  Jefs’mine  Bower, 

And  circling  fettles,  and  defpoils  the  Flower. 

Melodious  there  the  plumy  Songfters  meet, 

And  call  charm'd  Echo  from  her  arch’d  Retreat. 

Neat,  polifh’d  Manfions  rife  in  Profpefts  gay  } 

Time  better’d  Towers  frown  awful  in  Decay  : 

The  Sun  plays  glitt’ring  on  the  Rocks  and  Spires* 

And  the  Lawn  lightens  with  refletted  Fires, 

f  Who,  in  the  fecond  Canto ,  is  thus  introduced . 

Now  Grief  and  . Rage,  by  gath-Ving  Sighs  fupprek'd,. 
Swell  my  full  Heart,  and  heave  my  lab’ring  Bread  f 
With  ftruggling  Starts  each  vital  String  they  drain. 

And  ftnke  the  tott’ring  Fabr  ic  of  my  Brain'l 
O'er  my  funk  Spirits  frowns  a  vap’ry  Scene, 

Woe’s  daik  Retreat  !  the  madding  Maze  of  Snleen  ! 

A  deep,  damp  Gloom  o’erfpreads  the  murky  Cell j 
Here  pining  Thoughts,,  and  fecret  Terrors  dwell! 

Here  learn  the  Great  unreal  Wants  to  feign  ! 

Unpleafing  Truths  here  mortifv  the  Vain  ! 

Hete  Learning,  blinded  firft,  and  then  beguil’d. 

Looks  dark  as  Ignorance,  as  Frenzy  wild  ! 

Here  firft  Credulity  on  Reafon  won  ! 

And  here  faff e  Zeal  mylterious  Rants  begun  l 
Here  Love  im pearls  each  Moment  with  a  Tear, 

And  Suferflition  owes  to  Spleen  her  Fear  ! 

—Here  the  lone  Hour,  a  Blank  of  Life,  difpkys, 

Til!  now  bad  Thoughts  a  Fiend  more  a&ive  raife 
A  Fiend  in  evil  Moments  ever  nigh  ! 

Death  in  her  Hand,  and  Frenzy  in  her  Eye  ! 

Hei  Eye  all  icd,  and  funk  !  A  Robe  {he  wore. 

With  Life's  Calamities  embroider’d  o'er. 


A  Mir- 
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ful  Touches*,  by  which  he  has  diftinguifhed 

the 

A  Mirror  in  one  Hand  colleftive  (hows, 

Varied,  and  multiplied,  the  Group  of  Woes. 

This  endlefs  Foe  to  gen'rous  Toil  and  Pain 
Lolls  on  a  Couch  for  Eafe,  but  lolls  in  vain  $ 

She  mufes  o’er  her  Woe  embroider’d  Veit. 

And  Self  Abhorrence  heightens  in  her  Breaft. 

To  fhun  her  Care,  the  Force  of  Sleep  (lie  tries, 

Still  wakes  her  Mind,  tho’  Slumbers  doze  her  Eyes? 

She  dreams,  darts,  rifes,  ftalks  from  Place  toPiace, 
With  reltlefs,  thoughtful,  interrupted  Pace: 

Now  eyes  the  Sun,  and  curfes  ev’ry  Ray, 

Now  the  green  Ground,  where  Colour  fades  away  1 
Dim  Spectres  dance  !  Again  her  Eyes  (he  rears $ 

Then  from  the  Blood-fliot  Ball  wipes  purple  Tears  j 
She  preffes  hard  her  Brow,  with  Mifchief  fraught, 

Her  Brow  half  burlts  with  Agony  of  Thought  ! 

From  me  (die  cries)  pale  Wretch,  thy  Comfort  claim, 
Born  of  Defpair,  and  Suicide  my  Name  ! 

*  His  three  Rebels  are  thus  dcfcribed . 

Of  theft  were  three,  by  different  Motives  fix'd,] 
Ambition  one,  and  one  Revenge  infpir’d  : 

The  third,  O  Mammon ,  was  thy  meaner  Slave  $ 

Thou  Idol,  feldom  of  the  Great  and  Brave. 

Mono,  whofe  Life  was  one  continued  Feaft, 

His  Wealth  diminifh'd,  and  his  Debts  increas'd, 

Vain  Pomp  and  Equipage  his  low  Dtfiies, 

Who  ne’er  to  intellectual  Biifs  afpires  j 
He,  to  repair  by  Vice  wh3t  Vice  has  broke, 

Durft  with  bold  Treafons  Judgment's  Rod  provoke* 

His  Strength  of  Mind,  by  Lux'ry  half  diffolv’d, 

Ill  brooks  the  Woe  where  deep  he  Hands  involv'd* 
—His  Genius  flies  j  reflects  he  now  on  Prayer  ? 

Alas!  had  Spirits  turn  thofe  Thoughts  to  Air. 

What  fiiall  he  next?  What?  ftrait  relinquish  Breath* 
To  bar  a  public,  j  alt  and  fhameful  Death  ? 

Rafh,  horrid  Thought !  yet  now  afraid  to  live, 
Murd’rous  he  ftrikes  j  may  Heav'n  the  Deed  forgive  \ 
—Why  had  he  thus  falfe  Spirit  to  rebel  ? 

And  why  not  Fortitude  to  fuffer  well  l 


ft 


—Where 


-j 

'  ’.*? 
kil 


66  THE  LIFE  OF 

the  intellectual  Features  of  the  Rebels,  who  fuffer 
Death  in  his  laft  Canto.  It  is,  however,  proper 


to 


^  —-Where  no  kind  Lips  the  hallow'd  Dirge  refound, 
lar  trom  the  Com  pals  of  yon  facred  Ground  ; 

F nil  in  the  Center  of  three  meeting  W ays, 

Stak'd  through  lie  lies— Warn’d  let  the  Wicked  gaze  ? 

Near  yonder  Fane  where  Mifery  fleeps  in  Peace, 
Whofe  Spire  faft-lelfens,  as  thefe  Shades  increafe, 

Left  to  the  North,  whence  oft  brew’d  Tempers  roll, 
Tem pelts,  dire  Emblems,  Cofmo ,  of  thy  Soul  l 
There  !  mark  that  Cofmo  much  for  Guile  renown’d  l 
His  Grave  by  unbid  Plants  of  Poifon  crown’d. 

When  out  of  Power,  through  him  the  public  Good, 

So  ftrong  his  factious  Tribe,  fufpended  flood. 

In  Power,  vindictive  Actions  were  his  Aim, 

And  Patriots  perifb’d  by  th’  ungenerous  Flame. 

If  the  bell  Caufe  be  in  the  Senate  chofe, 

Ev'n  Right  in  him  from  fome  wrong  Motive  rofe. 

The  Bad  he  loath’d,  and  would  the  Weak  defpife  l 
Yet  courted  for  dark  Ends,  and  fhunn’d  the  Wife# 
When  ill  his  Purpofe,  eloquent  his  Strain, 

His  Malice  had  a  Look  and  Voice  humane  : 

His  Smile  the  Signal  of  fome  vile  Intent, 

A  private  Ponyard,  or  empoifon’d  Scent; 

Proud,  yet  to  popular  Applaufe  a  Slave; 

No  Friend  he  honour’d,  and  no  Foe  forgave. 

H;s  Boons  unfrequent,  or  unjuft  to  Need, 

The  Hire  of  Guilt,  of  Infamy  the  Meed; 

But  if  they  chanc’d  on  learned  Worth  to  fall, 

Bounty  in  him  was  Oftentation  ail. 

No  true  Benevolence  his  Thought  fuhlimes, 

His  nobleft  ACfions  are  illuftrious  Crimes. 

— Cofmo ,  as  Death  draws  nigh,  no  more  conceals 
That  Storm  of  Palfions,  which  his  Nature  feels ; 

He  feels  much  Fear,  more  Anger,  and  molt  Pride  * 

But  Pride  and  Anger  make  all  Fear  fubfide. 

Dauntlefs  he  meets  at  length  untimely  Fate  ; 

A  defp’rate  Spirit !  rather  fierce,  than  great. 

Darkling  he  glides  along  the  dreary  Coaft, 

A  fallen,  wand’ring,  felf-tormenting  Ghoft. 

9 - Where  veiny  Marble  dignifies  the  Ground,. 

With  Emblem  fair" in  Sculptor  riling  round, 

Juft 
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to  obferve,  that  Savage  always  declared  the  Cha¬ 
racters  wholly  fictitious,  and  without  the  lead 
Allufion  to  any  real  Perfons  or  Actions. 

Prom  a  Poem  fo  diligently  laboured,  and  fo 
fuccefsfully  finifhed,  it  might  be  reafonably  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  fhould  have  gained  confiderable 
Advantage  ;  nor  can  it  without  fome  Degree  of 

Juft  where  a  crofting,  length’ning  Ifle  we  find, 

Full  Eaft ;  whence  God  returns  to  judge  Mankind, 

Once  lov’d  Horatio  fleeps,  a  Mind  elate  ! 

Lamented  Shade,  Ambition  was  thy  Fate  ! 

Ev’n  Angels,  wond’ring,  oft  his  Woith  Purvey’d} 
Behold  a  Man  like  one  of  us  !  they  Paid. 

Straight  heard  the  Furies,  and  with  Envy  glar’d. 

And  to  precipitate  his  Fall  prepar’d  : 

Firft  Avarice  came.  In  vain  Self-love  the  prefs’d  j 
The  Poor  he  pitied  ftill,  and  /till  redrefs’d  : 

Learning  wis  his,  and  Knowledge  to  commend. 

Of  Arts  a  Patron,  and  of  Want  a  Friend. 

Next  came  Revenge :  But  her  EfTay,  how  vain.  I 
Nor  Hate  nor  Envy  in  his  Heart  remain  : 

No  previous  Malice  could  his  Mind  engage, 

Malice  the  Mother  of  vindictive  Rage. 

No — from  his  Life  his  Foes  might  learn  to  live  5 
He  held  it  fidl  a  Triumph  to  forgive. 

At  length  Ambition  urg’d  his  Country’s  Weal, 

Aftuming  the  fair  Look  of  public  Zeal ; 

Still  in  his  Breaft  fo  gen’rous  glow  ’d  the  Flame, 

The  Vice,  when  there,  a  Virtue  half  became. 

His  pitying  Eye  faw  Millions  in  Diftrefs, 

Pie  deem’d  it  God-like  to  have  Power  to  blefs  ; 

Thus,  when  unguarded,  Treafon  ftain’d  him  o’er. 

And  Virtue  and  Content  were  then  no  more. 

But  when  to  Death  by  rig’rous  Juftice  doom’d, 

His  genuine  Spirit  Saint-like  State  refum’d. 

Oft  from  foft  Penitence  diftill’d  a  Tear  ; 

Oft  Hope  in  heavenly  Mercy  lighten’d  Fear ; 

Oft  w'ould  a  Drop  from  ftruggling  Nature  fall. 

And  then  a  Smile  of  Patience  brighten  all. 

Canto  V. 
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Indignation  and  Concern  be  told  that  he  fold  th€ 
opy  for  ten  Guinea?,  of  which  he  afterwards 
turned  two*  that  the  two  laft  Sheets  of  the 
Work  might  be  reprinted,  of  which  he  had  in 
his  A b fence  intruded  the  CorrefUon  to  a  Friend, 

who  was  too  indolent  to  perform  it  with  Ac¬ 
curacy. 

A  fuperftitious  Regard  to  the  Corre&ion  of 
his  Sheets  was  one  of  Mr.  Savage* s  Peculiarities  j* 
he  often  altered,  revifed,  recurred  to  his  firft  Read¬ 
ing  or  Pun&uation,  and  again  adopted  the  Altera¬ 
tion  f  he  was  dubious  and  irrefolute  without  End, 
as  on  a  Queftion  of  the  laft  Importance,  and  at 
laft  was  feldom  fatisfied  ;  the  Intruflon  or  Omif- 
fion  of  a  Comma  was  fufficient  to  difeompofe 
him,  and  he  would  lament  an  Error  of  a  fingle 
Letter  as  a  heavy  Calamity.  In  one  of  his  Let¬ 
ters  relating  to  an  Impreflion  of  fome  Verfes,  he 
remarks,  that  he  had  with  regard  to  the  Correc¬ 
tion  of  the  Proof  a  Spell  upon  him  ;  and  indeed 
the  Anxiety,  with  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  mi- 
jiuteft  and  nioft  trifling  Niceties,  deferved  no  o- 
tner  Name  than  that  of  Fafcinatfon* 

That  he  fold  fa  valuable  a  Performance  for  fo 
fmall  a  Price,  was  not  to  be  imputed  either  to 
Neccflity,  by  which  the  Learned  and  Ingenious 
are  often  obliged  to  fubmit  to  very  hard  Condi¬ 
tions,  or  to  Avarice,  by  which  the  Bookfellers  are 
frequently  incited  to  opprefs  that  Genius  by 
which  they  are  fupported,  but  to  that  intemperate 

Defirc 
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Defire  of  Pleafure,  and  habitual  Slavery  to  his 
Paflions,  which  involved  him  in  many  Perplexi¬ 
ties  ;  he  happened  at  that  Time  to  be  engaged  in 
the  Purfuit  of  fome  trifling  Gratification,  and  be¬ 
ing  without  Money  for  the  prefent  Occafion,  fold 
his  Poem  to  the  firfl  Bidder,  perhaps  for  the  firft 
Price  that  was  pjopofed,  and  would  probably 
have  been  content  with  lefs,  if  Jefs  had  been  of¬ 
fered  him. 

This  Poem  was  addreffed  to  the  Lord  Tyrcon - 
nel,  not  only  in  the  firfl  Lines  *,  but  in  a  formal 
Dedication  filled  with  the  highefi  Strains  of  Pa¬ 
negyric,  and  the  warmed  Profeflions  of  Grati¬ 
tude,  but  by  no  means  remarkable  for  Delicacy 
of  Connexion,  or  Elegance  of  Stile. 

Thefe  Praifes  in  a  fhort  Time  he  found  him- 
felf  inclined  to  retract,  being  difcarded  by  the 
Man  on  whom  he  had  bellowed  them,  and  whftn 
he  then  immediately  difcovered  not  to  have  de- 
ferved  them.  Of  this  Quarrel,  which  every  Day 
made  more  bitter,  Lord  Tyrconml  and  Mr.  Sa- 
vage  af%ned  very  different  Reafons,  which  might 


*  Fain  would  my  Verfe,  Lyrconnel,  boaft  thy  Name, 
Bro'wnlo'iv  at  once  mv  Subject,  and  my  Fame  : 

0  could  that  Spirit  which  thy  Bo  Torn  warms, 

Whole  Strength  furpriflrs,  and  whole  Goodnefs  charm* 
Thy  various  Worth — could  that  iufpire  my  Lays, 

Envy  fhould  (mile,  and  Cenfure  learn  to  praite  ** 

Yet  though  unequal  to  a  Soul  like  thine, 

A  gen’rous  Soul  approaching  to  djvinej 
While  blefs’d  beneath  fuch  Patronage  I  write, 

Great  my  Attempt,  though  hazardous  my  Flight. 

perhaps 
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perhaps  a!)  in  reality  concur,  though  they  were 
.not  all  convenient  to  be  alleged  by  either  Party. 
Lord  Tyrcomul  affirmed,  that  it  was  the  conftant 
I  rudbice  of  Mr.  Savage ,  to  enter  a  Tavern  with 
any  Company  that  propofed  it,  drink  the  moft 
expenfive  Wines,  with  great  Profufion,  and  when 
the  Reckoning  was  demanded,  to  be  without 
Money  :  If,  as  it  often  happened,  his  Companions 
were  willing  to  defray  his  Part,  the  Affair  ended 
without  any  ill  Confequences  ;  but  if  they  were 
refradbory,  and  expeded  that  the  Wine  fhould  be 
paid  for  by  him  that  drank  it,  his  Method  of 
Compofition  was,  to  take  them  with  him  to. his 
own  Apartment,  aflume  the  Government  of  the 
Houfe,  and  order  the  Butler  in  an  imperious 
Manner  to  fet  the  beft  Wine  in  the  Cellar  before 
his  Company,  who  often  drank  till  they  forgot 
the  Refpedb  due  to  the  Houfe  in  which  they  were 
entertained,  indulged  themfelves  in  the  utmofb 
Extravagance  of  Merriment,  pradbifed  the  moft 
licentious  Frolics,  and  committed  all  the  Out- 
rages  of  Drunkennefs. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  Charge  which  Lord  Tyr- 
connel  brought  againil  him  :  Having  given  him  a 
Collection  of  valuable  Books,  damped  with  his 
own  Arms,  he  had  the  Mortification  to  fee  them 
in  a  fhort  Time  expofed  to  Sale  upon  the  Stalls, 
c  being  ufual  with  Mr.  Savage^  when  he  wanted 

a  Ini  all  Sum,  to  take  his  Books  to  the  Pawn¬ 
broker. 


Whoever 
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Whoever  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Savage* 
-eafily  credited  both  thefe  Accufuions  ;  for  having 
been  obliged  from  his  firft  Entrance  into  the 
World  to  fubfift  upon  Expedients,  Affluence  was 
not  able  to  exalt  him  above  them ;  and  fo  much 
was  he  delighted  with  Wine  and  Converfation, 
and  fo  long  had  he  been  accuftomed  to  live  by 
Chance,  that  he  would  at  any  time  go  to  the 
Tavern,  without  Scruple,  and  truft  for  his  Rec¬ 
koning  to  the  Liberality  of  his  Company,  and 
frequently  of  Company  to  whom  he  was  very 
little  known.  This  Condudl  indeed  very  feldom 
drew  upon  him  thofe  Inconveniences  that  might 
be  feared  by  any  other  Perfon,  for  his  Converfa¬ 
tion  was  fo  entertaining,  and  his  Addrefs  fo 
{dealing,  that  lew  thought  the  Plcafure  which 
they  received  from  him  dearly  purchafed  by  pav¬ 
ing  for  his  Wine.  It  was  his  peculiar  Happinefs, 
that  he  fcarcely  ever  found  a  Stranger,  whom  he 
did  not  leave  a  Friend  ;  but  it  mull  likewife  be 
added,  that  he  had  not  often  a  Friend  long,  with¬ 
out  obliging  him  to  become  a  Stranger. 

Mr.  Savage ,  on  the  other  hand,  declared,  that 
Lord  Tyrconncl  *  quarrelled  with  him,  becaufe  he 
would  not  fubtradi  from  his  own  Luxury  and 
Extravagance  what  he  had  promifed  to  allow 
him,  and  that  his  Refentment  was  only  a  Plea 

*  His  Exprefflon  in  one  of  his  Letters  was,  {hat  lord 
— r/  nad  involved  his  E flat and  therejare  poorly  fought 
an  Occafion  to  quarrel  with  him . 


for 
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for  the  Violation  of  his  Promife  :  He  aflerted 
that  he  had  done  nothing  that  ought  to  exclude 
him  from  that  Subfiftence  which  he  thought  not 
fo  much  a  Favour,  as  a  Debt,  fince  it  was  offered 
him  upon  Conditions,  which  he  had  never  broken  ; 
and  that  his  only  Fault  was,  that  he  could  not  be 
fupported  with  nothing. 

He  acknowledged,  that  Lord  7 "yrconnel  often 
exhorted  him  to  regulate  his  Method  of  Life,  and 
not  to  fpend  all  his  Nights  in  Taverns  ;  and  that 
he  appeared  very  defirous,  that  he  would  pafs 
thofe  Hours  with  him,  which  he  fo  freely  be- 
ihowed  upon  others.  This  Demand  Mr.  Savage 
confidered  as  a  Cenfure  of  his  Condu&,  which  he 
could  never  patiently  bear ;  and  which  eveji  in 
the  latter  and  cooler  Part  of  his  Life  was  fo  of - 
fen  five  to  him,  that  he  declared  it  as  his  Refolu- 
tion,  to  fpurn  that  Friend  zuho  Jhonld  prefume  to 
dictate  to  him ;  and  it  is  not  likely,  that  in  his 
earlier  Years  he  received  Admonitions  with  more 
Calmnefs. 

He  was  likewife  inclined  to  refent  fuch  Ex¬ 
pectations,  as  tending  to  infringe  his  Liberty,  of 
which  he  was  very  jealous,  when  it  was  neceffary 
to  the  Gratification  of  his  PafTions,  and  declared, 
that  the  Requefl:  was  ffill  more  unreafonable,  as  * 
the  Company  to  which  he  was  to  have  been  con¬ 
fined  was  infupportably  difagreeable.  This  Af- 
fertion  affords  another  Inftance  of  that  Inconfift- 
ency  of  his  Writings  with  his  Converfation, 

which 
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which  was  fo  often  to  be  obferved.  He  forgot 

o 

how  lavifhly  he  had,  in  his  *  Dedication  to  The 
Wanderer,  extolled  the  Delicacy  and  Penetra¬ 
tion,  the  Humanity  and  Generofity,  the  Can¬ 
dour  and  Politenefs  of  the  Man,  whom,  when  he 
no  longer  loved  him,  he  declared  to  be  a  Wretch 
without  Underftanding,  without  Good-Nature, 
and  without  Juflice  ;  of  whofe  Name  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  leave  no  Trace  in  any  future 
Edition  of  his  Writings  ;  and  accordingly  blotted 


*  Part  of  this  Poem  had  the  Honour  of  your  Lord- 
flip’s  Perufal  when  in  Manufcript,  and  it  was  no  fmall 
Pride  to  me  when  it  met  with  Approbation. — My  In¬ 
tention  is  to  embrace  this  Opportunity  of  throwing  out 
Sentiments  that  relate  to  your  Lordfhip's  Goodnefs  and 
Generofity,  which  give  me  leave  to  fay  I  have  lately  ex¬ 
perienced.  J 


That  I  live ,  my  Lord,  f*  a  Proof,  that  Dependance 
upon  your  Lord  (hip  and  the  prefent  Miniftry  is  an  Af- 
lu ranee  of  Succefs.  I  am  perfuaded  Diltrefs  in  many 
other  Instances  affects  your  Soul  with  a  Companion  that 
always  (hews  itfelf  in  a  Manner  mod  humane  and  ac¬ 
tive  ;  that  to  forgive  Injuries,  and  confer  Benefits,  is 
your  De  ight,  and  that  to  deferve  your  Friendfhip  is  to 
de'etve  the  Countenance  of  the  belt  of  Men.  To  be 
admitted  to  the  Honour  of  your  Lordlhip’s  Converfa- 
tion  (permit  me  to  fpeak  bnt  Juilice)  is  to  be  elegantly 
introduced  into  the  molt  inltruAive  as  well  as  enter! 

rhiT3  f 'X! Sr°f  L'terature  !  ,  lt  >s  be  furnilhed  with 
the  hneft  Obfervations  upon  human  Nature,  and  tore 

"Vi?  and  winning 

Candour  the  worth, eft  and  molt  polite  Maxims-fuch 

as  are  always  inforced  by  the  Aitions  of  your  own 

Life —It  my  future  Morals  andWiiting  ftiould  gain 

any  Approbation  from  Men  of  Parts  and  Probity,  I  fTuft 

GoXeft.!!!1 10  be  the  Produa  L^rdfhiS 


P 
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:it  out  of  that  Copy  of  The  IVanderer  which 
in  his  Hands. 

During  his  Continuance  with  the  Lord  Tyr- 
tonnel ,  he  wrote  The  *  Triumph  of  Health  and 

- Mirth , 

*  Of  the  Numbers  and  Sentiments- "the  following  Lines  mill 

afford  a  Specimen. 

Where  Thames  with  Pride  beholds  Augafia's  Charms, 

And  either  India  pours  into  her  Arms, — 

High  thron’d  appears  the- laughter-loving  Dame— 
"Goddefs  of  Mirth— 

O’er  the  gay  Woild  the  fweet  Infpirer  reigns. 

Spleen  flies,  and  Elegance  her'Pomp fuftains.5 
Thee,  Goddefs,  thee  theFair  and  Young  obey, 
Wealth,  Wit,  and  Mufic,  all  confefs  thy  Sway.— 

The  Goddefs  fummons  each  illuftrious  Name, 

"Bids  the  gay  Talk,  and  forms  th’amufive  Game, 

She  whofe  fair  Throne  is  fix’d  in  human  Souls, 

From  Joy  to  Joy  her  Eye  delighted  rolls : 

But  where,  (he  cry’d,  is  (hs,  my  fav’rite  (he. 

Of  all  my  Race  the  deareft  far  to  me— 

Whofe  Life’s  the  Source  of  eacli  refin’d  Delight  ? 

She  faid,  but  no  Belinda  glads  her  Sight— 

In  kind  low  Murmurs  all  the  Lofs  deplore, 

Belinda  droops,  and  Pleafure  is  no  more. 

The  Goddefs  filent  paus’d  in  mufeful  Air, 

But  Mirth,  like  Virtue,  cannot  long  defpair,— 

Strait  wafted  on  the  tepid  BfSeze  (lie  flies, 

Where  Bath" s  afeending  Turrets  meet  her  Eyes, 

She  flies,  her  elder  Sifter  Health  to  find, 

She  finds  her  on  a  Mountain’s  Brow  reclin'd. 

Around  her  Birds  in  eai  lieft  Con  fort  (ing, 

Her  Cheek  the  Semblance  of  the  kindling  Spring,—** 
Loofe  to  the  Wind  her  verdant  Veftments  flow. 

Her  Limbs  yet  recent  from  the  Springs  below  ; 

Thereof  (he  bathes,  then  peaceful  fits  fecure 
Where  ev’ry  Breath  is  fragrant,  frelh  and  pure.— 

Hail,  Sifter,  hail,  the  kindred  Goddefs  cries, 

No  common  Suppliant  (lands  before  your  Eyes— 
Strength,  Vigour,  Wit,  depriv’d  of  thee  decline, 

Eich  finer  Senfe  that  forms  Delight  is  thine  — 

Bright 
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Mirth ,  on  the  Recovery  of  Lady  Tyrconnel  from 
a  Janguifhing  Illnefs  This  Performance  is  re¬ 
markable,  not  only  for  the  Gayety  of  Ideas,  and 
the  Melody  of  the  Numbers,  but  for  the  agree¬ 
able  Fi&ion  upon  which  it  is  formed  f.  Mirth , 
overwhelmed  with  Sorrow  for  the  Sicknefs  of  her 
Favourite,  takes  a  Flight  in  Queft  of  her  Sifter 
Health ,  whom  fhe  finds  reclined  upon  the  Brow 
of  a  lofty  Mountain,  amidft  the  Fragrance  of  per¬ 
petual  Spring,  with  the  Breezes  of  the  Morning 
fporting  about  her.  Being  folicited  by  her  Sifter 
Mirthy  fhe  readily  promifes  her  Afiiftance,  flies 
away  in  a  Cloud,  and  impregnates  the  Waters  of 
Bath  with  new  Virtues,  by  which  the  Sicknefs  of 
Belinda  is  relieved. 

As  the  Reputation  of  his  Abilities,  the  parti¬ 
cular  Circumftances  of  his  Birth  and  Life,  the 
Splendor  of  his  Appearance,  and  the  Diftin&ion 
which  was  for  forfte  Time  paid  him  by  Lord  eTyr+ 
connely  intitled  him  to  Familiarity  with  Perfons 
of  higher  Rank,  than  thofe  to  whofe  Converfa- 
tion  he  had  been  before  admitted,  he  did  not  fail 
to  gratify  that  Curiofity,  which  induced  him  *to 
take  a  nearer  View  of  thofe  whom  their  Birth, 

Bright  Suns  by  thee  diffufe  a  brighter  Blaze, 

And  the  frefh  Green  a  frefher  Green  difplays— *» 

Such  thy  vaft  Power— The  Deity  replies, 

Mirth  never  afks  a  Boon  which  Health  denies  • 

Our  mingled  Gifts  tranfeend  imperial  Wealth 
Health  ftrengthens  Mirth,  and  Mirth  infpirits  Health. 

f  Seethe  whole  Poem  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 
Vel,  VJJ,  p,  * 

£  their 
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their  Employments,  or  their  Fortunes,  neceflarily 
place  at  a  Diftance  from  the  greateft  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind,  and  to  examine,  whether  their  Merit  was 
magnified  or  diminifhed  by  the  Medium  through 
which  it  was  contemplated  ;  whether  the  Splen¬ 
dor  with  which  they  dazzled  their  Admirers,  was 
inherent  in  themfelves,  or  only  reflected  on  them 
hy  the  Objedbs  that  furrounded  them  ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  great  Men  were  fele&ed  for  high  Stations,  or 
high  Stations  made  great  Men. 

For  this  Purpofe,  he  tooh  all  Opportunities  of 
converfing  familiarly  with  thole  who  were  moil: 
conspicuous,  at  that  Time,  for  their  Power,  or 
their  Influence  ;  he  watched  their  loofer  Mo¬ 
ments,  and  examined  their  domeflic  Behaviour, 
with  that  Acutenefs  which  Nature  had  given  him, 
and  which  the  uncommon  Variety  of  his  Life  had 
contributed  to  increafe,  and  that  Inquifitivenefs 
which  muff  always  be  produced  in  a  vigorous 
Mind  by  an  abfolute  Freedom  from  all  preffmg 
or  domeftic  Engagements.  His  Difcernment  was 
c|uick,  and  therefore  he  foon  found  in  every  Per¬ 
son,  and  in  every  Affair,  fomefhing  that  deferved 
Attention;  he  was  fupported  by  others,  without 
any  Oare  for  himfelf,  and  was  therefore  at  Leifure 
to  purfue  his  Obfervations. 

More  Circumftances  to  conffitute  a  Critic  on 
human  Life  could  not  eafily  concur,  nor  indeed 
could  any  Man  who  affumed,  from  accidental  Ad¬ 
vantages,  more  Praife  than  he  could  juftly  claim 

from 
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from  his  real  Merit,  admit  an  Acquaintance  more 
dangerous  than  that  of  Savage ;  of  whom  like- 
wife  it  muff  be  confeffed,  that  Abilities  really  ex¬ 
alted  above  the  common  Level,  or  Virtue  refined 
from  Paffion,  or  Proof  again#  Corruption,  could 
not  eafily  f  nd  an  abler  Judge,  or  a  wanner  Ad¬ 
vocate. 

What  was  the  Refill t  of  Mr.  Savage's  Enquiry* 
though  he  was  not  much  accuftomed  to  conceal 
his  Difcoveries,  it  may  not  be  entirely  fafe  to  re¬ 
late,  becaufe  the  Perfons  whofe  Characters  he. 
critic! fed  are  powerful ;  and  Power  and  Refen  t- 
nient  are  fcldom  Strangers  ;  nor  would  it  perhaps 
be  wholly  juft,  becaufe  what  he  averted  in  Con- 
verfation  might,  though  true  in  general,  be 
heightened  by  feme  momentary  Ardour  of  Ima* 
gination,  and  as  it  can  be  delivered  only  from 
Memory,  may  be  imperfectly  represented  fo 
that  the  Picture,  at  firfr  aggravated,  and  then  un- 
fkil  fully  copied,  may  be  juftly  fufpe&cd  to  retain, 
no  great.  Refemblance  of  the  Original. 

It  may,  however,  be  obferved,  that  he  did  not 
appear  to  have  formed  very  elevated  Ideas  of  thofe 
to  whom  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  or  the 
Conduct  of  Parties,  has  been  intruded  ;  who 
have  been  confdered  as  the  Advocates  of  the 
Crown,  or  the  Gruardians  of  the  People,  and 
who  have  obtained  the  moft  implicit  Confidence, 
and  the  loudeft  Applaufes.  Of  one  particular 
Perfon,  who  has  been  at  one  l  ime  fo  popular  as 

E  2.  to. 
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to  be  generally  e  deemed,  and  at  another  fo  for¬ 
midable  as  to  be  univerfally  detefted,  he  obferved, 
that  his  Acquifitions  had  been  fmall,  or  that  his 
Capacity  was  narrow,  and  that  the  whole  Range 
of  his  Mind  was  from  Obfcenity  to  Politics,  and 
from  Politics  to  Obfcenity. 

But  the  Opportunity  of  indulging  his  Specula¬ 
tions  on  great  Characters  are  now  at  an  End. 
He  was  banifhed  from  the  Table  of  Lord  Tyr- 
£0nnel >  and  turned  again  adrift  upon  the  World, 
without  Profpedt  of  finding  quickly  any  other 
Harbour.  As  Prudence  was  not  one  of  the  Vir¬ 
tues  by  which  he  was  diftinguilhed,  he  had  made 
no  Provifion  againft  a  Misfortune  like  this..  And 
though  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  but  that  the  Se¬ 
paration  m u ft  for  fome  Time  have  been  preceded 
by  Cold  nets,  Peevifhnefs,  orNegleft;  though  it 
was  undoubtedly  the  Confequence  of  accumula¬ 
ted  Provocations  on  both  Sides,  yet  every  ono 
that  knew  Savage,  will  readily  believe,  that  to  him 
.it  was  fudden  as  a  Stroke  of  Thunder  ;  that  tho’ 
he  might  have  tranfiently  expeaed  it,  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  differed  any  d  hought  fo  unpleafing  to  fink 
.tnio  his  Mind,  bin.  that  he  had  driven  it  away  by 
Amufements,  or  Dreams  of  future  Felicity  and 
Affluence,  and  had  never  taken  any  filealurcs  bv 
which  he  might  prevent  a  Precipitation  from 
Plenty  to  Indigence. 

This  Quarrel  and  Separation,  and  the  Difficul¬ 
ties  to  which  Mr.  Savage  was  expol'ed  by  them. 
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were  foon  known  both  to  his  Friends  and  Ene¬ 
mies  ;  nor  was  it  long  before  he  perceived,  from 
the  Behaviour  of  both,  how  much  is  added  to 
the  Luftre  of  Genius,  by  the  Ornaments  of 
Wealth. 

His  Condition  did  not  appear  to  excite  much 
Companion  ;  for  he  had  not  always  been  careful 
to  ufe  the  Advantages  which  he  enjoyed  with  that 
Moderation,  which  ought  to  have  been  with 
more  than  ufual  Caution  preferved  by  him,  who 
knew,  if  he  had  reflected,  that  he  was  only  a  De¬ 
pendant  on  the  Bounty  of  another,  whom  he 
could 'expedl  to  ftipport  him  no >  longer  than  h©' 
endeavoured  to  preferve  his  Favour,  by  comply¬ 
ing  with  his  Inclinations,  and  whom  he  never— 
thelefs  fet  at  Defiance,  and  was  continually  irri¬ 
tating  by  Negligence- or  Encroachments. 

Examples  need  not  be  fought,  at  any  great 
Diftance,  to  prove  that  Superiority  of  Fortune 
has  a  natural  Tendency  to  kindle  Pride,  and  that 
Pride  feldom  fails  to  exert  itfelf  in  Contempt  and 
Infult  y  and  if  this  is  often  the  EfFedI  of  heredi¬ 
tary  Wealth,  and  of  Honours  enjoyed  only  by 
the  Merit  of  others,  it  is  fome  Extenuation  of. 
any  indecent  Triumphs  to  which  this  unhappy 
Man  may  have  been  betrayed  ;  that  his  Profperity 
was  heightened  by  the  Force  of  Novelty,  and 
made  more  intoxicating  by  a  Senfe  of  the  Miferv' 
in  which  he  had  fo  long  languifhed,  and  perhaps 
of  the  Infults  which  he  had  formerly  borne,  and 
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which  he  might  now  think  himfelf  entitled  to 
revenge.  It  is  too  common  for  thofe  who  have 
unjuftly  Offered  Pain,  to  inflict  it  likewife  in 
them  Turn,  with  the  fame  Injuftice,  and  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  they  have  a  Right  to  treat  others  as  they 
have  themfelvQS  been  treated. 

That  Mr.  Savage  was  too  much  elevated  by 
any  Good  Fortune  is  generally  known  ;  and 
iome  Pafiages  of  his  Introduaion  to  The  Author 
to  be  let,  [ ufficiently  fhew,  that  he  did  not  wholly 
refrain  from  fuch  Satire  as  he  afterwards  thought 
very  unjuft,  when  he  was  expofed  to.it  himfelf; 
for  when  he  was  afterwards  ridiculed  in  the  Cha- 
raaer  of  a  diftreffed  Poet,  he  very  eafily  difco- 
vered,  that  Diftrefs  was  not  a  proper  Subject  for 
Merriment,  or  Topic  of  Invective.  He  was  then 
able  to  difcern,  that  if  Mifery  be  the  Effect  of 
Virtue,  it  ought  to  be  reverenced  ;  if  of  Ill-For¬ 
tune,  to  be  pitied ;  and  if  of  Vice,  not  to  be  in— 
fulted,  became  it  is  perhaps  itfelf  a  Punifhmcnt 
adequate  to  toe  Crime  by  which  it  was  produced'. 
And  the  Humanity  of  that  Man  can  defcrve  no 
Panegyric,  who  is  capable  of  reproaching  a  Cri,- 
n.Mial  in  the  Hands  of  the  Executioner. 

— * ^ *-  f —he  ..  .efte-ff ior ",  though  they  readily  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  in  the  firft  and  Jaft  Parts  of  his  Life, 
weie,  .  am  at;  il,  tor  a  long  Time  forgotten  ; 
at  leaft  they  were,  like  many  other  Maxims,  trea- 
fured  up  in  his  Mind,  rather  for  Show  than  life, 
and  operated  very  little  upon  his  Conduit,  how¬ 
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ever  elegantly  he  might  fometimes  explain,  or 
however  forcibly  he  might  inculcate  them. 

His  Degradation  therefore  from  the  Condition 
which  he  had  enjoyed  with  fuch  wanton  Thought- 
Ieffnefs,  was  confidered  by  many  as  an  Occafion 
of  Triumph.  Thofe  who  had  before  paid  their 
Court  to  him,  without  Succefs,  foon  returned 
the  Contempt  which  they  had  fuffered,  and  they 
who  had  received  Favours  from  him,  for  of  fucli 
Favours  as  he  could  beftow  he  was  very  liberal, 
did  not  always  remember  them.  So  much  more 
certain  are  the  Effefts"  of  Refentment  than  of 
Gratitude  :  It  is  not  only  to  many  more  pleafing 
to  recoiled!  thofe  Faults  which  place  others  be¬ 
low  them,  than  thofe  Virtues  by  which  they  are 
themfelves  comparatively  deprefled  ;  but  it  is  like- 
wife  more  eafy  to  neglect,  than  to  recompenfe  ; 
and  though  there  are  few  who  will  pradtife  a  la¬ 
borious  Virtue,  there  will'  never  be  wanting 
Multitudes  that  will  indulge  an  eafy  Vice. 

Savage ,  however,  was  very  little  diilurbed  at 
the  Marks  of  Contempt  which  his  Ill-Fortune 
brought  upon  him,  from  thofe  whom  he  never 
efleemed,  and  with  whom  he  never  confidered 
himfelf  as  levelled  by  any  Calamities  ;  and  though 
it  was  not  without  fome  Uneafinefs  that  he  faw 
fome,  whofe  Friendfhip  he  valued,  change  their 
Behaviour,  he  yet  obferved  their  Coldnefs  with¬ 
out  much  Emotion,  confidered  them  as  the  Slaves, 
ef  Fortune,  and  the  W orfhippers  of  Profpericy ; 
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and  was  more  inclined  to  defpife  them,  than  to 
lament  himfelf. 

,  It  does  not  appear,  that  after  this  Return  of 
his  Wants,  he  found  Mankind  equally  favourable 
to  him,  as  at  his  firft  Appearance  in  the  World. 
His  Story,  though  in  Reality  not  lefs  melancholy, 
was  lefs  alFefting,  becaufe  it  was  no  longer  new  ; 
it  therefore  procured  him  no  new  Friends,  and 
thofe  that  had  formerly  relieved  him  thought  they 
might  now  confign  him  to  others.  He  was  now 
likewife  confidered  by  many  rather  as  criminal, 
than  as  unhappy ;  for  the  Friends  of  Lord  Tyr- 
conttel  and  of  his  Mother,  were  fufficiently  in- 
duftrious  to  p.ubliih  his  WeakneiTes,  which  were 
indeed  very  numerous,  and  nothing  was  forgot¬ 
ten  that  might  make  him  either  hateful  or  ridi¬ 
culous.. 

It  cannot  but  be  imagined;  that  fuch  Repre- 
(entations  of  his  Faults  muft  make  great  Num¬ 
bers  lefs  fenfible  of  his  Diftrefs  j  many  who  had 
only  an  Opportunity  to  hear  one  Part  made  n» 
Scruple  to  propagate  the  Account  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  ;  many  affifted  their  Circulation  from  Ma¬ 
lice  or  Revenge,  and  perhaps  many  pretended  to 
credit  them,  that  they  might  with  a  better  Grace 
withdraw  their  Regard,  or  with-hold  their  Af- 
fiilance.. 

Savage,,  however,  was  not  one  of  thofe  who 
fuff'er  themfelves  to  be  injured  without  Refiftance, 
nor.  was  lefs  diligent  in  expofing  the  Faults  of 

Lord; 
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Lord  Tyrconnel ,  over  whom  he  obtained  at  lead 
this  Advantage,  that  he  drove  him  firft  to  the 
Pra&ice  of  Outrage  and  V  iolence  ;  for  he  was  fo 
much  provoked  by  the  Wit  and  Virulence  of  Sa¬ 
vage,  that  he  came  with  a  Number  of  Attend¬ 
ants,  that  did  no  Honour  to  his  Courage,  to  beat 
him  at  a  Coffee-Houfe.  But  it  happened  that  he  • 
had  left  the  Place  a  few  Minutes,  and  his  Lord- 
fhip  had  without  Danger  the  Plealure  of  boafting 
how  he  would  have  treated  him.  Mr.  Savage 
went  next  Day  to  repay  his  Viftt  at  his  own. 
Houfe,  but  was  prevailed  on,  by  his  Domeftics,. 
to  retire  without  infitting  upon  feeing  him. 

Lord  Tyrconnel  was  accufed  by  IHr.  Savage  of 
fome  Actions,  which  fcarcely  any  Provocations 
will  be  thought  fufficient  to  juftify  ;  fuch  as  feiz- 
ing  what  he  had  in  his  Lodgings,  and  other  In- 
ftances  of  wanton  Cruelty,  by  which  he  increafed' 
the  Diftrefs  of  Savage,  without  any  Advantage 
to  himfelf. 

Thefe  mutual  Accufations  were  retorted  on 
both  Sides  for  many  Years,  with  the  utmoft  De¬ 
gree  of  Virulence  and  Rage,  and.  Time  feemed. 
rather  to  augment  than  diminifli  their  Refent- 
ment :  That  the  Anger  of  Mr.  Savage  fhould  be 
kept  alive  is  not  ftrange,  becaufe  he  felt  every 
Day  the  Confequences  of  the  Quarrel  ;  but  it 
might  reafonably  have  been  hoped,  that  Lord  Tyr— 
cornel  might  have  relented,  and  at  length  have  for¬ 
got  thofe  Provocations,  which,  however  they 
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it!rrrnJam'd  him' had  notin  R^r 

Mm  I"  n'"'  °fn"r‘  Savage  indeed  never  fuffered 
cm  S  ?  'Cp  3  ReconciIlat,°n  ;  he  returned  Re- 
l  !  for  Reproach,  and  Infult  for  Infult ;  his 
^Superiority  of  Wit  fupplied  the  Difadvanta4  of 
h.s  fortune,  and  enabled  him  to  form  a  Party, 
and  prejudice  great  Numbers  in  his  Favour. 

ut  though  this  might  be  feme  Gratification  of 
is  amty,  Jt  afforded  very  little  Relief  to  his 
eceffities,  and  he  was  very  frequently  reduced 
to  uncommon  Hardft.ips,  of  which,  however,  he 
never  made  any  mean  or  importunate  Complaints, 
bemg  formed  rather  to  bear  Mifery  with  Forti¬ 
tude,  than  endure  Profperity  with  Moderation. 

He.now  thought  himfelf  again  at  Liberty  to 
expofe  the  Cruelty  of  his. Mother  ;  and  therefore, 

I  believe,  about  this  Time,  publifhed The  Baftard 
3  Poem  remarkable  for  the  vivacious  Sallies  of 
Thought  in  the  Beginning*,  where  he  makes  a 

pompous 

*  ^yer  Hours*  when  high  ray  Fancy  ran 
The  Mufe,  exulting,  thus  her  Lay  began.  ’ 

be  the  Bal,ard’s  6uth  !  thro’  wond’rons  Wavs 
He  (hioes  eccenincfc  bke  a  Comet’s  Blaze  yV 

Hoftckly  Fru.t  of  faint  Compliance  he; 

He  .  ftampt  in  Nature’s  Mint  with  Extafy  t 

No  tenthtTbU,f1’- n0t  braft’  3  sen',0US  Race : 

2?  tenth  Transmitter  of  a.foolifh  Face 

His  daring  Hope,  no  Sire’s  Example  bounds  - 

His  firft  born  Lights  no  Prejudice  confounds!' 

He,  kindling,  from  within,  requires  no  Flame* 

in  a, Baftard's. glowing  Name,  ? 

•^Loos’d' 
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pompous  Enumeration  of  the  imaginary  Advan¬ 
tages  of  bafe  Birth,  and  the  pathetic  Sentiments 
at  the  End,  where  he  recounts  the  real  Calamities 
which  he  fufFered  by  the  Crime  of  his  Parents. 

The  Vigour  and  Spirit  of  the  Verfes,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Circumdances  of  the  Author,  the  Novelty 
of  the  Subjeft,  and  the  Notoriety  of  the  Story, 
to  which  the  Allufions  are  made,  procured  this 

—Loos’d  to  the  World’s  wide  Range— enjoin'd  no 
Aim  ; 

Prefcrib’d  no  Duty,  and  afiign’d  no  Name  : 

Nature’s  unbounded  Son  he  itands  alone, 

His  Heart  unbiafs’d,  and  his  Mind  his  own, 

- - O  Mother,  yet  no  Mother  !* — ’tis  to  you, 

My  Thanks  for  fuch  diftinguifh’d  Claims  aredue^ 

- What  had  I  loft,  if  conjugally  kind. 

By  Nature  hating,  yet  by  Vows  confin’d, 

— You-h faint -drawn  me  with  a  Form  alone> 

A  lawful  Lump  of  Life  by  Force  your  own  ! 

— I  had  been  born  your  dull  domeftic  Htir; 

Load  of  your  Life,  and  Motive  of  your  Care  ; 

Perhaps  been  poorly  Rich,  and  meanly  Great 
The  Slave  of  Pomp,  a  Cypher  in  the  State  \ 

Lordly  neglectful  of  a  Worth  unknown, 

And  (lumbering  in  a  Seat,  by  Chance  my  own. 

—Thus  unprophetic,  lately  uninfpir’d, 

I  fune  ;  gay,  flattering  Hope  iny  Fancy  fir’d  j 
Inly  fecure*  thro’  confcious  Scorn  of  Ill ; 

Nor  taught  by  Wifdom  how  to  balance  Will. 

— But  now  expos’d  and  fhrinking  from  Diftrefs, 

I  fly  to  Shelter  while  the  Tempelts  prefs. 

After  the  Mention  of  the  Death  of  IWh  Sinclair,  lie 

goes  on  thus : 

—Where  fhall  my  Hope  find  Reft  ?—  No  Mother’s  Care* 
Shielded  my  infant  Innocence  with  Pray’r : 

No  Father’s  guardian  Hand  my  Youth  maintain’d, 
Call'd  forth  my  Virtues,  and  from  Vice  rdtrain  d. 

Per- 
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Performance  a  very  favourable  Reception  ;  great 
Numbers  were  immediately  dilperfed,  and  EdN 
dons  were  multiplied  with  nnufual  Rapidity. 

One  Circumftance  attended  the  Publication, 
which  Savage  ufed  to  relate  with  great  Satisfac¬ 
tion.  His  Mother ,  to  whom  the  Poem  was  with 
due  Reverence  inlcnbed,  happened  then  to  be  at 
Rath)  where  {he  could  not  conveniently  retire  front 
Genfure,  or  conceal  herfelf  from  Obfervation ; 
and  no  fooner  did  the  Reputation  of  the  Poem 
begin  to  fpread,  than  {he  heard  it  repeated  in  all 
Places  of  Concourfe  j  nor  could  {he  enter  the  Aft. 
fembly  Rooms,  or  crofs  the  Walks,  without  bein<r 
faluted  with  fome  Lines  from  The  Baftard.  & 

This  was  perhaps  the  hrR  Time  that  ever  {he 
difeovered  a  Senfe  of  Shame,  and  on  this  Occafion 
the  Power  of  Wit  was  very  confpicuous  ;  the 
Wretch  who  had,  without  Scruple,  proclaimed 
herfelf  an  Adulterefs,  and  who  had  firft  endea¬ 
voured  to  ftarve  her  Son,  then  to  tranfport  him, 
and  afterwards  to  hang  him,  was  not  able  to  bear 
the  Reprefentation  of  her  own  Condud,  but  fled 
from  Reproach,  though  {he  felt  no  Pain  from 
Guilt,  and  left  Bath  with,  the  utmoft  Hafte,  to 
{belter  herfelf  among  the  Crouds  of  London. 

Thus  Savage  had  the  Satisfadion  of  finding, 
that  though  he  could  not  reform  his  Mother,  he 
could  punilh  her,  and  that  he  did  not  always 
fuffer  alone.. 


The 
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The  Pleafure  which  he  received  from  this  In- 
creafe  of  his  Poetical  Reputation,  was  fufficient 
for  fome  Time  to  over-balance  the  Miferies  of 
Want,  which  this  Performance  did  not  much  al¬ 
leviate  ;  for  it  was  fold  for  a  very  trivial  Sum  to 
a  Bookfeller,  who,  though  the  Succefs  was  fo  un¬ 
common,  that  five  Impreffions  were  fold,  of  which 
many  were  undoubtedly  very  numerous,  had  not 
Generofity  fufficient  to  admit  the  unhappy  Writer 
to  any  Part  of  the  Profit. 

The  Sale  of  this  Poem  was  always  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Savage  with  the  utmoft  Elevation  of 
Heart,  and  referred  to  by  him  as  an  inconteftable 
Proof  of  a  general  Acknowledgment  of  his  Abi¬ 
lities.  It  was  indeed  the  only  Production  of  which 
he  could  juftly  boaft  a  general  Reception. 

But  though  he  did  not  lofe  the  Opportunity 
which  Succefs  gave  him  of  fetting  a  high  Rate 
on  his  Abilities,  but  paid  due  Deference  to  the 
Suffrages  of  Mankind,  when  they  were  given  in 
ftis  Favour,  he  did  not  fuffer  his  Efteem  of  him- 
felf  to  depend  upon  others,,  nor  found  any  thing 
facred  in  the  Voice  of  the  People,  when  they  were 
inclined  to  cenfure  him;  he  then  readily  fhewed : 
the  Folly  of  expc&ing  that  the  Publick  fhould! 
judge  right,  obferved  how  flowly  poetical  Merit 
had  often  forced  its  Way  into  the  World,  he  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  the  Applaufe  of  Men  of  Judg¬ 
ment  y  and  was  fomewhat  difpofed  to  exclude  all 

fhofe 
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thofe  from  the  Character  of  Men  of  Judgment, 
who  did  not  applaud  him. 

But  he  was  at  other  Times  more  favourable  to 
Mankind,  than  to  think  them  blind  to  the  Beau- 
ics  o  his  Works,  and  imputed  the  Slownefs  of 
the'r  Sale  to  other  Caufes ;  either  they  were  pub- 

C  a^a  imewhen  the  Town  was  empty,  or 
when  the  Attention  of  the  Public  was  engrolTed 
by  fbme  Struggle  in  the  Parliament,  or  fome  other 
Objea  of  general  Concern ;  or  they  were,  by  the 
"  eg.ed  of  the  Pubhiher,  not  diligently  difperfed, 
or,  by  his  Avarice,  not  advertifed  with  fufficient 
Frequency.  Addrefs,  or  Induifry,  or  Liberality, 
was  always  wanting ;  and  the  Blame  was  laid  ra.- 
t..er  on  any  other  Perfon  than  the  Author. 

Ey  Arts  like  thefe,  Arts  which  every  Man 
praHifes  in  fome  Degree,  and  to  which  too  much 
of  the  little  Tranquillity  of  Life  is  to  be  aferibed 
Savage  was  always  able  to  live  at  Peace  with  him’ 
felf.  Had  he  indeed  only  made  ufe  of  thefe  Ex-„ 
pedients  to  alleviate  the  Lofs  or  Want  of  Fortune 
or  Reputation,  or  any  other  Advantage,  which  it 
is  not  in  Man’s  Power  to  bellow  upon  himfelf 
they  might  have  been .  juftly  mentioned  as  Inftances 
of  a  philofophicalMind,  and  very  properly  propofed 
to  the  Imitation  of  Multitudes,  who,  for  want  ef 
diverting  their  Imaginations  with  the  fame  Dex 

terity,  languilh  under  Afflictions  which  might  be 

<sauJy  removed. 

It 
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It  were  doubtlefs  to  be  wifhed,  that  Truth  and 
Reafon  were  univerfally  prevalent ;  that  every  thing 
were  efteemed  according  to  its  real  Value;  and 
that  Men  would  fecure  themfelves  from  being  dis¬ 
appointed  in  their  Endeavours  after  Happinefs,  by 
placing  it  only  in  Virtue,  which  is  always  to  be 
obtained  ;  but  if  adventitious  and  foreign  Plea- 
fures  muft  be  perfued,  it  would  be  perhaps  of  fome 
Benefit,  fince  that  Perfuit  muft  frequently  be  fruit- 
lefs,  if  the  Pra&ice  of  Savage  could  be  taught,  that 
Folly  might  be  an  Antidote  to  Folly,  and  one 
Fallacy  be  obviated  by  another. 

But  the  Danger  of  this  pleafing  Intoxication 
muft  not  be  concealed  ;  nor  indeed  can  any  one, 
after  having  obferved  the  Life  of  Savage ,  need  to 
ho  cautioned  again  ft  it.  By  imputing  none  of  his 
Miferies  to  himfelf,  he  continued  to  a 61  upon  the 
fame  Principles,  and  follow  the  fame  Path  ;  v/as 
never  made  wifer  by  his  Sufferings,  nor  preferved 
by  one  Misfortune  from  falling  into  another.  Pie 
proceeded  throughout  his  Life  to  tread  the  fame 
Steps  on  the  fame  Circle;  always  applauding  his 
paft  Conduct,  or  at  leaft  forgetting  it,  to  amufe 
himfelf  with  Phantoms  of  Happinefs,  which  were 
dancing  before  him  ;  and  willingly  turned  his 
Eyes  from  the  Light  of  Reafon,  when  it  would 
have  difeovered  the  Illufion,  and  fhewn  him,  what 
he  never  wifhed  to  fee,  his  real  State. 

He  is  even  accufed,  after  having  lulled  his  Ima¬ 
gination  with  thofe  ideal  Opiates,  of  having  tried 

the 
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the  fame  Experiment  upon  his  Confcience ;  and 

ving  accuftomed  himfeif  to  impute  all  Devia- 

TnSt  Ththe  HshC  f°  f°reiSn  Caufes>  *  »  cer- 
*  thf  , he  was  'Ton  every  Occafion  too  ea/ily 
reconciled  to  himfeif,  and  that  he  appeared  very 

httle  to  regret  thofe  Prices  which  had  impaired 
<s  eputation.  The  reigning  Error  of  his  Life 
was,  that  he  mifloolc  the  Love  for  the  Practice'  of 

T%*nd  ,W3S  indeed  not  fo  much  a  good  Man 
as  the  Friend  of  Goodnefs. 

This  at  lead  muft  be  allowed  him,  that  he  al¬ 
ways  preferved  a  ftrong  Senfe  of  the  Dignity,  the 
K-auty,  and  the  Neceflity  of  Virtue,  and  that  he 
never  contributed  deliberately  to  fprearf  Corrup- 
“on  amongft  Mankind  ;  his  Addons,  which  were 
generally  precipitate,  were  often  blameable ;  but 
his  Writings,  being,  the  Productions  of  Study 
uniformly  tended  to  the  Exaltation  of  the  Mind 
and  the  Propagation  of  Morality  and  Piety.  *' 

. ,  Zhefe  Wrilin§s  may  improve  Mankind,"  when, 
ms  Failings  lhall  be  forgotten,  and  therefore  he 
mult  be  conndered  upon  the  whole  as  a  Benefadbr 
to  the  World  ;  nor  can  his  perfonal  Example  do 
any  hurt,  fince  whoever  hears  of  his  Faults  will 
hear  of  the  Miferies  which  they  brought  upon 
him,  and  which  would  deferve  lefs  Pity,  had  not 
his  Condition  been  fuch  as  made  his  Faults  par¬ 
donable.  He  may  be  confidered  as  a  Child  rx- 
fo/ed  to  all  the  Temptations  of  Indigence,  at  an 
Age  when  Relolution  was  not  yet  /Lengthened 

by. 
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by  Conviction,  nor  Virtue  confirmed  by  Habit ; 

1  Circumftance  which  in  his  Bajlard  he  laments 
in  a  very  affeCting  Manner. 

„ ,  — - No  Mother’s  Care 

Shielded  my  Infant  Innocence  with  Prayer  ; 

No  Father’s  guardian  Hand  my  Youth  maintain  d. 
Call’d  forth  my  Virtues,  and  from  Vice  retrain’d. 

The  Bajlard ,  however  it  might  provoke  or 
mortify  his  Mother,  could  not  be  expe&ed  to 
melt  her  to  Companion,  fo  that  he  was  ft  ill  un¬ 
der  the  fame  Want  of  the  Neccfiaries  of  Life,  and 
he  therefore  exerted  all  the  Intereft,  which  ms 
Wit,  or  his  Birth,  or  his  Misfortunes  could  pro¬ 
cure  to  obtain  upon  the  Death  of  Eufelen  the 
Place  of  Poet  Laureat,  and  profecuted  his  Appli¬ 
cation  with  fo  much  Diligence,  that  the  King 
publickly  declared  it  his  Intention  to  beftow  it 
upon  him  ;  but  fuch  was  the  Fate  of  Savage ,  that 
even  the  King,  when  he  intended  his  Advantage, 
was  difappointed  in  his  Schemes  ;  for  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  who  has  the  Difpofal  of  the  Laurel, 
as  one  of  the  Appendages  of  his  Office,  either 
did  not  know  the  King’s  Delign,  or  did  not  apr- 
prove  it,  or  thought  the  Nomination  of  the  Lau¬ 
reat  an  Encroachment  upon  his  Rights,  and  there¬ 
fore  bellowed  the  Laurel  upon  Colly  Cibber . 

Mr.  Savage ,  thus  difappointed,  took  a  RefoTu- 
tion  of  applying  to  the  Queen,  that  having  once 
given  him  Life,  (he  would  enable  him  to  iupport 

its 
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ed  a  amc  P«"  «» kr 

V,lm„  f re  ">«  odd  Title  of 

has  himfelf  relate  I  •  l  °  U,!  nt.  °f  tflis  £My  he 

he  prefixed  to  the  PoeJ  Lctter’  which 

printed  it  in  the  r  ’  VV/ien  ,le  afterwards  re- 

-hencel  have  e  T  ^ $ 

of  .he  feW  IL  "Uire’  33  this  —  -e 

ceeded.  P  m  which  Mr.  Savage  fuc- 

‘  Mr.  Urban, 

In  your  Magazine  for  Fchruo™  * 

;  liIhed  the  ^aft  Volunteer  Lau^aT  writ" 

t  o""  Kry  n  danC  r°,y  °CCafl0n’  DeaA 

<  rn  otnefaJ7"  °f  ArtS  and  literature 

‘  ’  I  7  AUth°r  °f  th3£  Poem  in 

,  ?  “  1  now  fend  >'ou  the  firft  that  Mr. 

,  ^  wrote  uMer  that  Titled— This  Gcn- 

<  "!;:r;  ?otwithfi^>‘ng  a  very  confiderable  Jn- 
,  : .*  be'ng’ on  the  Dcath  °f  Mr-  ^#/**,  d.T- 
«  ZuT-^v  rhC  LaUrCat’S  P,ace>  wrote  the 
‘  mJ7.fer’  whlch  were  no  foonerpub- 
t  ’  1ut  £he  ,ate  Qi'een  fent  to  a  Bookfelfer 

<  pr  l  1  he  Author  had  not  at  that  Time  a 

M.end  either  to  get  him  introduced,  or  his 

«  ; °7  P;e7ted  at  Court  J  yet  fuch  was  the  un- 
hpeakable  Goodnefs  of  that  Princefs,  that,  not- 

,  WKhflandl7  this  A&  of  Ceremony  was  want- 
<ng,  in  a  few  Days  after  Publication,  Mr  Sa- 

‘  Ve*e  received  3  Bill  of  Fifty  Pounds,  and  ' 

*  a  gra- 
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a  gracious  MefTage  from  her  Majefly,  by  the 
Lord  North  and  Guilford ,  to  this  EfFedI  :  — - 
6  That  her  Majefiy  was  highly  -pleafed  with  the 
6  Verfes  ;  that  Ihe  took  particularly  kind  his 
‘  Lines  there  relating  to  the  King  ;  that  he  had 
c  Permiffion  to  write  annually  on  the  fame  Sub- 
c  jedl ;  and  that  he  fhould  yearly  receive  the  like 
;  Prefent,  till  fomething  better  (which  was  her 
c  Majefly’s  Intention)  could  be  done  for  him.” 
After  this  he  was  permitted  to  prefent  one  of 
his  annual  Poems  to  her  Majefiy,  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  killing  her  Hand,  and  met  with  the 
moil  gracious  Reception. 

6  Tours ,  &c.’ 

The  Volunteer  Laureat. 

A  Poem  :  On  the  Queen's  Birth-Day. 
Humbly  addreffed  to  Her  Majesty. 

rwice  twenty  tedious  Adoons  have  roll’d  away, 
linceHope,  kind  Flatt’rer,  tun’d  my  penfive  Lay, 
Vhifp’ring,  that  you,  who  rais’d  me  from  Defpair, 
deant,  by  your  Smiles,  to  make  Life  worth  my 
Care  : 

Vith  pitying  Hand  an  Orphan’s  Tears  to  fereen, 
\nd  o’er  the  Motherlefs  extend  the  Queen. 

Twill  be — the  Prophet  guides  the  Poet’s  Strain  ! 
Grief  never  touch’d  a  Heart  like  yours  in  vain  • 
deav’n  gave  you  Power,  becaufe  you  love  to  blefs; 
^nd  Pity,  when  you  feel  it,  is  Redrefs. 


Two 
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tTwo  Fathers  join’d  to  rob  my  Claim  of  one  T 
My  Mother  too  thought  fit  to  have  no  Son  ! 

The  Senate  next,  whofe  Aid  the  Helplefs  own, 
r  orgot  my  Infant  Wrongs,  and  mine  alone  ! 

Yet  Parents  pitilefs,  nor  Peers  unkind, 

Nor  Titles  loft,  nor  Woes  myfterious  join’d. 
Strip  me  of  Hope— by  Heav’n  thus  lowly  laid. 
To  find  a  Pharaoh's  Daughter  in  the  Shade. 

ou  cannot  hear  unmov  d,  when  Wrongs  im* 
plore, 

Your  Heart  is  Woman,  tho’  your  Mind  be  more 
Kind,  like  the  Power  who  gave  you  to  our  Pra y’rs, 
You  would  not  lengthen  Life  to  (harpen  Cares  :  * 
They  who  a  barren  Leave  to  live  beffow, 

Snatch  but  from  Death  to  Sacrifice  to  Woe. 

Hated  by  her,  from  whom  my  Life  I  drew. 
Whence  Should  I  hope,  if  not  from  Heaven  and 
you  I 

Nor  dare  I  groan  beneath  Affii&ion’s  Rod, 

My  Queen,  my  Mother;  and  my  Father,  God. 

The  pitying  Mufes  faw  me  Wit  purfue, 

A  BaJIard  Son,  alas  !  on  that  Side  too. 

Did  not  your  Eyes  exalt  the  Poet’s  Fire, 

And  what  the  Mufe  denies,  the  Queen  infpire  ; 
While  rifing  thus  your  heavenly  Soul  to  view, 

I  learn  how  Angels  think,  by  copying  you. 

Great  Princefs  !  ’ tis  decreed — once  ev’ry  Year 
I  march  uncall’d  your  Laureat  Volunteer; 


Thu* 
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V 

Thus  fhall  the  Poet  h  is  low  Genius  raife, 

And  charm  the  World  with  Truths  too  vad  fo t 
Praife. 

Nor  need  I  dwell  on  Glories  all  your  own, 

Since  hirer  Means  to  tempt  your  Smiles  are  known  $ 
Your  Poet  fhall  allot  your  Lord  his  Part, 

And  paint  him  in  his  nobled  Throne,  your  Heart 

Is  there  a  Greatnefs  that  adorns  him  bed, 

A  rifing  Wifh  that  ripens  in  his  Bread  ? 

‘Has  he  fore-meant  fome  didant  Age  to  blefs, 
'Difarm  OpprefHon,  or  expel  Didrefs  ? 

Plans  he  fome  Scheme  to  reconcile  Mankind, 
People  the  Seas,  and  bufy  every  Wind  ? 

Would  he,  by  Pity,  the  Deceiv’d  reclaim. 

And  dniJe  contending  Fatdions  into  Shame  ? 
Would  his  Example  lend  his  Laws  a  Weight, 
And  breathe  his  own  foft  Morals  o’er  his  State  ? 
The  Mufe  fhall  find  it  all,  fhall  make  it  feen. 

And  teach  the  World  his  Praife,  to  charm  his 
Queen. 

Such  be  the  annual  Truths  my  VerfS  imparts, 
Nor  frown,  fair  Favorite  of  a  People’s  Hearts  ! 
Happy  if  plac’d,  ^perchance,  beneath  your  Eye, 
My  Mufe  unpenfion’d  might  her  Pinions  try, 
Tearlefs  to  fail,  while  you  indulge  her  Flame, 
And  bid  me  proudly  boad  your  Laureat’s  Name  ; 
Renobled  thus  by  Wreaths  my  Queen  bedows, 

I  lofe  all  Memory  of  Wrongs  and  Woes. 
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Such  was  the  Performance,  and  fueh  its  Re¬ 
ception  ;  a  Reception  which,  though  by  no  means 
unkind,  was  yet  not  in  the  higheff  Degree  gene¬ 
rous  :  To  chain  down  the  Genius  of  a  Writer 
to  an  annual  Panegyric,  fhewed  in  the  Queen  too 
much  Defire  of  hearing  her  own  Praifes,  and  2 
greater  Regard  to  herfelf  than  to  him  on  whom 
her  Bounty  was  conferred.  It  was  a  kind  of  ava¬ 
ricious  Generosity,  by  which  Flattery  was  rather 
purchafed  than  Genius  rewarded. 

Mrs.  Oldfield  had  formerly  given  him  the  fame 
Allowance  with  much  more  heroic  Intention  3 
file  had  no  other  View  than  to  enable  him  to 
profecute  his  Studies,  and  to  fet  himfelf  above 
the  Want  of  Afiifiance,  and  was  contented  with 
doing  Good,  without  ftipulating  for  Encomiums. 

Mr.  Savage  however  was  not  at  Liberty  to 
make  Exceptions,  but  was  ravifhed  with  the  Fa¬ 
vours  which  he  had  received,  and  probably  yet 
more  with  thofe  which  he  was  promifed  3  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  now  as  a  Favourite  of  the  Queen, 
and  did  not  doubt  but  a  few  annual  Poems  would 
effablifh  him  in  fome  profitable  Employment. 

Fie  therefore  aflumed  the  Title  of  Volunteer 
Laureate  not  without  fome  Reprehenfions  from 
Cibber,  who  informed  him,  that  the  Title  of  Lau- 
y  eat  was  a  Mark  of  Honour  conferred  by  the 
King,  from  whom  all  Honour  is  derived,  and 
which  therefore  no  Man  has  a  Right  to  beftow 
upon  himfelf  3  and  added,  that  he  midit  with 

equal 


4 


Mr.  RICHARD  SAVAGE.  97 

equal  Propriety  ftile  himfelf  a  Volunteer  Lord, 
•or  Volunteer  Baronet.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  Remark  was  juft,  but  Savage  did  not  think 
any  Title,  which  was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Cibber , 
fo  honourable  as  that  the  Ufurpation  of  it  could  be 
imputed  to  him  as  an  Inftance  of  Very  exorbitant 
V anity,  and  therefore  continued  to  write  under 
the  fame  Title,  and  received  every  A  ear  the  fame 
Reward. 

He  did  not  appear  to  confider  thefe  Encomi¬ 
ums  as  Tefts  of  his  Abilities,  or  as  any  thing  more 
than  annual  Hints  to  the  Queen  ot  her  Promife,  or 
Acfs  of  Ceremony,  by  the  Performance  of  which 
he  was  intitled  to  his  Penfion,  and  therefore  did 
not  labour  them  with  great  Diligence,  or  print 
more  than  fifty  each  Year,  except  that  for  fome 
of  the  laft  Years  he  regularly  inferted  them  in  the 
Gentleman  s  Magazine ,  by  which  they  were  dif- 
perfed  over  the  Kingdom. 

Of  fome  of  them  he  had  himfelf  folow  an  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  he  intended  to  omit  them  in  the  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Poems,  for  which  he  printed  Propofals, 
and  foliated  Subscriptions ;  nor  can  it  feem  ftrange, 
that  being  confined  to  the  fame  Subjedt,  he  Should 
be  at  fome  times  -indolent,  and  at  others  unfuc- 
cefsful  ;  that  he  Should  Sometimes  delay  a  difagree- 
albe  Tafk,  till  it  was  too  late  to  perform  it  well  ; 
or  that  he  Should  Sometimes  repeat  the  fame  Senti¬ 
ment  oia  the  fame  Occafion,  or  at  others  be  milled 
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by  an  Attempt  after  Novelty  to  forced  Concep- 
tions,  and  -far-fetched  Images. 

He  wrote  indeed  with  a  double  Intention, 
which  fupplied  him  with  fo me  Variety  j  for  his 
Bufinefs  was  to  praife  the  Queen  for  the  Favours 
which  he  had  received,  and  to  complain  to  her  of 
the  Delay  of  thofe  which  /he  had  promifed  :  In 
lome  of  his  Pieces,  therefore.  Gratitude  is  predo¬ 
minant,  and  in  fome  Difcontent ;  in  fome  he  re- 
prefents  himfelf  as  happy  in  her  Patronage,  and 
in  others  as  difconfolate  to  find  himfelf  negledfed. 

Her  Promife,  like  other  Promifes  made  to  this 
unfortunate  Man,  was  never  performed,  though 
he  took  fufficient  Care  that  it  fhould  not  be  for- 
getten.  The  Publication  of  his  Volunteer  Laureat 
procured  him  no  other  Reward^ than  a  regular  Re¬ 
mittance  of  Fifty  Pounds.. 

He  was  not  fo  deprefled  by  his  Difappoint- 
ments  as  to  negledt  any  Opportunity  that  was  of¬ 
fered  of  advancing  his  Intereft.  When  the  Princefs 
Anne  was  married,  he  wrote  a  Poem  upon  her 
Departure,  only,  as  lie  declared,  .becaufe  it  was 
expected  from  him,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  bar 
his  own  Profpedts  by  any  Appearance  of  Negledt 

He  never  mentioned  any  Advantage  gained  by 
th  is  Poem,  or  any  Regard  that  was  paid  to  it, 
and  therefore  it  is  likely  that  it  was  confidered  at 
Court  as  an  A<51  of  Duty,  to  which  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  by  his  Dependence,  and  which  it  was  there¬ 
fore  not  neceflary  to  reward  by  any  new  Favour  : 

Or 
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Or  perhaps  the  Queen  really  intended  his  Ad¬ 
vancement,  and  therefore  thought  it  fuperfluous 
to  Javifh  Prefents  upon  a  Man  whom  fhe  intended 
to  eftablifli  for  Life. 

About  this  Time,  not  only  his  Hopes  were  in 
Danger  of  being  fruftrated,  but  his  Penfion  like- 
wife  of  being  obftrudled,  by  an  accidental  Ca¬ 
lumny.  The  Writer  of  the  Daily  Courant ,  a  Pa¬ 
per  then  publifhed  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Miniftry,  charged  him  with  a  Crime,  which, 
though  not  very  great  in  itfelf,  would  have  been 
remarkably  invidious  in  him,  and  might  very 
juftly  have  incenfed  the  Queen  againft  him.  He 
wa^  accufed  by  Name  of  influencing  Ele&ions 
againft  the  Court,  by  appearing  at  the  Head  of  a 
Tory  Mob  ;  nor  did  the  Accufer  fail  to  aggra¬ 
vate  his  Crime,  by  reprefenting  it  as  the  Efted! 
of  the  moft  atrocious  Ingratitude,  and  a  kind  of 
kebellion  againft  the  Queen,  who  had  firft  pre¬ 
fer  ved  him  from  an  infamous  Death,  and  after¬ 
wards  diftinguifhed  him  by  her  Favour,  and  fup- 
ported  by  her  Charity.  The  Charge,  as  it  was 
open  and  confident,  was  like  wife  by  good  For¬ 
tune  very  particular.  The  Place  of  the  Tranfac- 
tion  was  mentioned,  and  the  whole  Series  of  the 
Rioter’s  Condu<ft  related.  This  Exa&nefs  made 
Mr  Savage  s  Vindication  eafy,  for  he  never  had 
in  his  Life  feen  the  Place  which  was  declared  to 
be  the  Scene  of  his  Wickednefs,  nor  ever  had 
been  prefent  in  any  I  own  when  its  Reprefenta- 
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tiveswere  chofen.  This  Anfwer  he  therefore 
made  hade  to  publifh,  with  all  the  Circumftances 
neceflary  to  make  it  credible,  and  very  reafonably 
demanded,  that  the  Accufation  fliould  be  retraded 
m  the  fame  Paper,  that  he  might  no  longer  fuffer 
the  Imputation  of  Sedition  and  Ingratitude.  This 
Demand  was  likewife  prefled  by  him  in  a  private 
Let.er  to  the  Author  of  the  Paper,  who  either 
trufting  to  the  Protedion  of  thofe  whofe  Defence 
he  had  undertaken,  or  having  entertained  fome 
perfonal  iVIalice  againfl  Air.  Sovnge,  or  fe arinr  left 
by  retrading  fo  confident  an  Affertion,  he  fliould 
impair  the  Credit  of  his  Paper,  refufed  to  give 
him  that  Satisfadion. 

_  M''-  Savage  therefore  thought  it  necelfary,  to 
his  own  Vindication,  to  profecute  him  in  the 
Ring’s  Bench-,  but  as  he  did  not  find  any  ill  Ef- 
feds  from  the  Accufation,  having  fufficiently 
cleared  his  Innocence,  he  thought  any  farther 
Procedure  would  have  the  Appearance  of  Revenge, 
and  therefore  willingly  dropped  it. 

He  faw  foon  afterwards  a  Procefs  commenced 
m  the  fame  Court  againfl  himfeif,  on  an  Informa¬ 
tion  in  which  he  was  accufed  of  writing  and  pub¬ 
lishing  an  obfcene  Pamphlet. 

It  was  always  Mr.  S 'wage's  Defire  to  be  diflin- 
gui/hed,  and  when  any  Controverfy  became  po¬ 
pular,  he  never  wanted  fome  Reafon  for  engaging 
in  it  with  Ardour,  and  appearing  at  the  Head  of 
the  Party  which  he  had  chofen.  As  he  was  never 

cele- 
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celebrated  for  his  Prudence,  he  had  no  fooner 
taken  his  Side,  and  informed  himfelf  of  the  chief 
Topics  of  the  Difpute,  than  he  took  all  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  afTerting  and  propagating  his  Princi¬ 
ples,  without  much  Regard  to  his  own  Intereft, 
or  any  other  vifible  Defign  than  that  of  drawing 
upon  himfelf  the  Attention  of  Mankind. 

The  Difpute  between  the  Bifhop  of  London 
and  the  Chancellor,  is  well  known  to  have  been 
for  fome  Time  the  chief  Topic  of  political  Cbn- 
verfation  ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Savage,  in  pnrfu- 
ance  of  his  Character,  endeavoured'  to  become 
confpicuous  among  the  Controvertids  with  which 
every  Coffee-Houfe  was  filled  on  that  Occafion. 
He  was  an  indefatigable  Oppofer  of  all  the  Claims 
of  Ecclefiaftical  Power,  though  he  did  not  know 
on  what  they  were  founded,  and  was  therefore  no 
Friend  to  the  Bifhop  of  London.  But  he  had  an¬ 
other  Reafon  for  appearing  as  a  warm  Advocate 
for  Dr.  Randle^  for  he  was  the  Friend  of  Mr. 
Fcjier  and  Mr  Thompfon ,  who  v/ere  the  Friends  of 
Mr.  Savage. 

Thus  remote  was  his  Intered  in  the  Quedion, 
which  however,  as  he  imagined,  concerned  him 
fo  nearly,  that  it  was  not  diffident  to  harangue 
and  difpute,  but  necedary  likewife  to  write  upon  it. 

He  therefore  engaged  with  great  Ardour  in  a 
new  Poem,  called  by  him,  The  Progrefs  of  a  Di¬ 
vine,  in  which  he  condu&s  a  profligate  Fried,  by 
all  the  Gradations  of  Wickednefs^  from  a  poor 
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Curacy  in  the  Country,  to  the  higheft  Prefer¬ 
ments  in  the  Church  ;  and  defcribes,  with  that 
Humour  which  was  natural  to  him,  and  that 
-Knowledge  which  was  extended  to  all  the  Diver- 
lities  of  human  Life,  his  Behaviour  in  every  Sta¬ 
tion,  and  infinuates  that  this  Prieft  thus  accom- 

phfhed  found  at  laft  a  Patron  in  the  Bi/hop  of 
London, . 

When  he  was  alked  by  one  of  his  Friends,  on 
what  Pretence  he  could  charge  the  Bilhop  with 
fuch  an  Adlion,  he  had  no  more  to  lay,  than  that 
he  had  only  inverted  the  Accufation,  and  that  he 
thought  it  reafonable  to  believe,  that  he,  who 
obftru&ed  the  Rife  of  a  good  Man  without  Rea¬ 
son,  would  for  bad  Reafons  promote  the  Exalta- 
ti.cn  of  a  Villain, 

The  Clergy  were  imiverialfy  provoked  by  this 
Satire  ;  and  Savage ,  who,  as  was  his  conftant 
I  racTce,  had  fet  his  Name  to  his  Performance, 
was  cenfured  in  the  Weekly  Mifcellany  *  with  a  Se¬ 
verity,  which  he  did  not  feem  inclined  to  forget. 

But 

#  A  Jhort  Satire  was  like  wife  pubhfktd  in  the  fame  Paper, 
in  which  were  the  following  Lines : 

For  cruel  Murder  doom'd  to  Hempen  Death, 

Savage,  by  Royal  Grace,  prolong’d  liis  Breath. 

Well  might  you  think,  he  fpenf  his  future  Years 
In  Prayer ,  and  Fatting,  and  repentant  Tears. 

—  But,  O  vain  Hope  ! - the  truly  Savage  cries, 

Priefts,  and  their  flavifh  Do&rines,  I  defnife. 

“  Shall  I - — - -  * 

**  Who,  by  free  Thinking  to  free  Action  fir’d, 
la  midnight  Brawls  a  dcathiefs  Name  acquir’d, 

“  Now 
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But  a  Return  of  Inve&ive  was  not  thought  a 
fufficient  Punifhment.  The  Court  of  Kings  Bench 
was  therefore  moved  againft  him,  and-  he  was 
obliged  to  return  an  Anfwer  to  a  Charge  of  Ob- 
fcenity.  It  was  urged  in  his  Defence,  that  Ob» 


u  Now  ftoop  tO‘  leam  of  Ecel'ejiaflic  Men  ?— 

“  — No,  arm’d  with  Rhime,  at  Prielts  I’ll  take  my  Airrr, 
**  Though  Prudence  bids  me  murder  but  their  Fame. 

Weekly  Mifcellany„ 

An  Anfiver  was  puhlijhed  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
written  by  an  unknown  Handy  fro?n  which  the  J olio-wing 
Lines  are  feiefted . 

Transform’d  by  thoughtlefs  Rage,  and  midnight  Wine> 
From  Malice  free,  and  pulh’d  without  Defigny 
In  equal  Brawl  if  Savage  lung’d  a  Thruft, 

And  brought  the  Youth  a  Vi  Aim  to  the  Du  ft : 

So  ftrong  the  Hand  of  Accident  appears. 

The  Royal  Hand  from  Guilt  and  Vengeance  clears, 
Inftead  of  wafting  “  all  tby  future  Years, 

4i  Savage,  in  Pray'r  and  vain  repentant  Tears," 

Exert  thy  Pen  to  mend  a  vicious  Age, 

To  curb  the  Pvieft,  and  fink  his  High-Church  Ragej, 
To  ihew  what  Frauds  the  holy  Veflments  hide  ; 

The  Nefts  of  Av’rice,  Luft,  and  pedant  Pride, 

Then  change  the  Scene,  let  Merit  biightly  fhine, 

And  round  the  Patriot  twift  the  Wreath  divine  y 
The  htav'nly  Guide  deliver  down  to  Fame  $ 

In  well- tun’d  Lays  tranfrnit  a  Fofer's  Name, 

Touch  every  Pafiion  with  harmonious  Art, 

Fxalr  the  Genius,  and  correft  the  Heart. 

Thup  future  Times  ftiall  Royal  Grace  extol  5. 

Thus  pohfh’d  Lines  thy  piefent  Fame  enrol. 

~ - But  grant - 

* — -Malicioufly  that  Savage  plung’d  the  Steel, 

And  made  the  Youth  its  fiiining  Vengeance  feel  5 
My  Soul  abhors  the  Aft,  the  Man  detefts. 

But  more  the  Bigotry  in  prieftiy  Breads. 

Gentleman' s  Magazine,  May  17351 
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fcenity  was  criminal,  when  it  was  intended  to 
promote  the  Practice  of  Vice,  but  that  Mr.  Sa- 
vage  had  only  introduced  obfcene  Ideas  with  the 
View  of  expofing  them  to  Deteftation,  and  of  a- 
mending  the  Age,  by  ffiewing  the  Deformity  of 
Wickednefs.  This  Plea  was  admitted,  and  Sir 
Philip  r irke,  who  then  prefided  in  that  Court, 
difmilfed  the  Information,  with  Encomiums  upon 

the  Purity  and  Excellence  of  Mr.  Savajre’s. 
Writings. 

The  Profecution,  however,  anfwered  in  Tome 
meafure  the  Purpofe  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  fet 
on  Foot;  for  Mr.  Savage  was  fo  far  intimidated 
hy  it,  that  when  the  Edition  of  his  Poem  was 
fold,  he. did  not  venture  to  reprint  it,  fo  that  it 
ivas  in.  a  fhort  1  ime  forgotten,  or  forgotten  by  all 
but  thofe  whom  it  offended. 

It  is  fa  id,  that  fome  Endeavours  were  ufed  to 
incenfe  the  Queen  againft  him,  but  he  found  Ad¬ 
vocates  to  obviate  at  Jeaft  Part  of  the  Effect  ;  for 
though  he  was  never  advanced*  he  ftill  continued 
to  receive  his  Penfion. 

This  Poem  drew  more  Infamy  upon  him  than 
any  Incident  of  his  Life  ;  and  as  his  Condu£  can¬ 
not  be  vindicated,  it  is  proper  to  fecure  his  Me¬ 
mory  from  Reproach,  by  informing  thofe  whom- 
he  had  made  his  Enemies,  that  he  never  intended 
to  repeat  the  Provocation  ;  and  that  though,, 
whenever  he  thought  he  had  any  Reafon  to  com- 
plam  of  the  Clergy,  he  ufed  to  threaten  them, 

with. 
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with  a  new  Edition  of  The  Progrefs  of  a  Divine , 
it  was  his  calm  and  fettled  Refolution  to  fupprefs 
it  for  ever. 

He  once'  intended  to  have  made  a  better  Repa¬ 
ration  for  the  Folly  or  Injuftice  with  which  he 
might  be  charged,  by  writing  another  Poem, 
called,  The  Progrefs  of  a  Free-Thinker ,  whom  he  ’ 
intended  to  lead  through  all  the  Stages  of  Vice’ 
and  Folly,  to  convert  him  from  Virtue  to  Wick- 
ednefs,  and  from’  Religion  to  Infidelity,  by  all 
the  modifh  Sophiflry  ufed  for  that  Purpofc ;  and 
at  laft  to  difmifs  him  by  his  own  Hand  into  the 
other  World. 

That  he  did  not  execute  this  Defign  is  a  real 
Lofs  to  Mankind,  for  he  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  Scenes  of  Debauchery  to  have  failed 
in  his  Reprefentations  of  them,  and  too  zealous 
for  Virtue,  not  to  have  reprefented  them  in  fuoh 
a  Manner  as  fnould  expofe  them  either  to  Ridi¬ 
cule  or  Deteflation. 

But  this  Plan  was,  like  others,  formed  and  laid 
afide,  till  the  Vigour  of  his  Imagination  was  (pent, 
and  the  Effervefcence  of  Invention  had  fubfided, 
but  foon  gave  Way  to  fome  other  Defign,  which 
pleafed  by  its  Novelty  for  a  while,  and  then  was 
negle&ed  like  the  former. 

He  was  ft  ill  in  his  ufual  Exigencies,  having  no 
certain  Support  but  the  Penfion  allowed  him  by  the 
Queen,  which,  tho’  it  might  have  kept  an  exact 
Geconomifl  from  Want,  was  very  .far  from  being 
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fufficient  for  Mr.  Savage,  who  had  never  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  difmifs  any  of  his  Appetites  without 
the  Gratification  which  they  folicited,  and  whom 
nothing  but  the  Want  of  Money  withheld  from 
partaking  of  every  Pleafure  that  fell  within  his 
View. 

His  Conduit  with  regard  to  his  Penfion  was 
very  particular.  No  fooner  had  he  changed  the 
Bill,  than  he  vanifhed  from  the  Sight  of  all  his 
Acquaintances,  and  lay  for  fome  Time  out  of 
the  Reach  of  all  the  Enquiries  that  Friendfhip  or 
Curiofity  could  make  after  him  ;  at  length  he 
appeared  again  pennylefs  as  before,  but  never  in¬ 
formed  even  thofe  whom  he  feemed  to  regard 
moft,  where  he  had  been,  nor  was  his  Retreat 
ever  difcovered. 

This  was  his  conftant  Pra&ice  during'  the 
whole  Time  that  he  received  the  Penfion  from 
the  Queen  :  He  regularly  difappeared  and  return¬ 
ed.  He  indeed  affirmed,  that  he  retired  to  ftudy, 
and  that  the  Money  fupported  him  in  Solitude  for 
many  Months  ;  but  his  Friends  declared,  that  the 
fhort  Time  in  which  it  was  fpentfufficiently  con¬ 
futed  his  own  Account  of  his  Conduct. 

His  Politenefs  and  his  Wit  Hill  raifed  him 
Friends,  who  were  defirous  of  fetting  him  at 
length  free  from  that  Indigence  by  which  he  had 
been  hitherto  opprefFed,  and  therefore  folicited 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  his  Favour  with  fo  much 
Earneftnefs,  that  they  obtained  a  Promife  of  the 

next 
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next  Place  that  fhould  become  vacant,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  hundred  Pounds  a  Year.  rI  his  Pro- 
mife  was  made  with  an  uncommon  Declaration,, 
that  it  was  not  the  Promife  of  a  Minifier  to  a  Pe¬ 
titioner ,  but  of  a  Friend  to  his  Friend. 

Mr.  Savage  now  concluded  himfelf  fet  at  Eafe 

fbr  ever,  and,  as  he  obferves  in  a  Poem  *  written 

on; 

*  The  Poet's  Dependence  on  a  Statefman  ;  which'-  was 
publifhed  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  (Vol.  VI.  p.  iz$>p 
and  contained  among  others  the  following  Pafjages. 

Some  feem  to  hint,  and  others  Proof  will  bring. 

That,  fromNegle£t,  my  num’rous  Hardfhips  ipring. 

Seek  the  great? Man,"  they  cry— ’tis  then  decreed 
In  him  if  I  court  Fortune ,  I  lucceed. 

What  Friends  to  fecond  ?  Who,  for  me,  mould  luey. 
Have  Int’refts,  partial: to  themfel<ves>  in  View. 

They  own,  my  matchlefs  Fate  Companion  draws. 

They  all  wifh  well,  lament,  but  drop  my  Caufe, 

—Say,  {hall  I  turn  where  Lucre  points  my  Views ; 

At  firil  defert  my  Friends,  at  length  abufe  ? 

But,  on  lefs  Terms,  in  Promife  he  complies; 

Years  bury  Years,  and  Hopes  on  Hopes  anfe ; 

I  truft,  am  trufted  on  my.  fairy  Gain  j 
And  Woes  on  Woes  attend,  an  endlefs  Train. 

Be  Polls  difpos’d  at  Will !- - 1  have,  for  the fe* 

No  Gold  to  plead,  no  Impudence  to  teaze. 

All  Secret  Service  from  my  Soul  I  hate  ; 

All  dark  Intrigues  of  Pleafure,  or  of  State. 

—Where  thefe  are  not,  what  Claim  to  me  belongs  5 
Though  mine  the  Mufe  and  Virtue,  Birth  and  Wrong*  V 
Where  lives  the  Statefman ,  fo  in  Honour  clear,1 
To  give  where  he  has  nought  to  hope,  nor  fear  ? 

No  '.—there  to  feek,  is  but  to  find  frefh  Pain  : 

The  Promife  broke,  renew’d  and  broke  again  y. 

To  be,  as  Humour  deigns,  receiv’d,  refus’d  ; 

By  turns- affronted,  and  by  turns  amus’d  ; 

To  lofe  that  Time,  which  worthier  Thoughts  require. 
To  lofe  that  Health,  which  fhould  thofe  Thoughts-  in- 
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on  that  Incident  of  his  Life,  trujied  and 
tnjhd ,  but  foon  found  that  his  Confidence 
ill-grounded,  and  this  friendly  Promife  was  not 
inviolable.  He  fpent  a  long  Time  in  Solicita- 
tions,  and  at  laft  defpaired  and  defifted. 

He  did  not  indeed  deny,  that  he  had  given  the 
Minifter  fome  Reafon  to  believe  that  he  fhould 
not  (Lengthen  his  own  Intereft  by  advancing 
him  ;  for  he  had  taken  Care  to  diftinguifh  him- 
felf  in  CofFee-Houfes  as  an  Advocate  for  the  Mb- 
niftry  of  the  laft  Years  of  Queen  Anne ,  and  was 
always  ready  to  juftify  the  Conduct,  and  exalt  the 
Character  of  Lord  Bolmgbroke ,  whom  he  men¬ 
tions  with  great  Regard  in  an  Epiftle  upon  Au¬ 
thors,  which  he  wrote  about  that  Time,  but  was 
too  wife  to  publifh,  and  of  which  only  fome  Frag¬ 
ments  *  have  appeared,  inferted  by  him  in  the 
Magazine  after  his  Retirement. 

To 

Toftarve  on  Hope;  or,  like  Camelions,  fare 
On  miniferial  Faith,  which  means  but  Air. 

— ASeene  ’will  ihew  —(all. righteous  Vifion  hade) 

The  Meek  exalted,  and  the  Proud  debas’d  i  — 

Oh  !  to  be  there  !—  to  tread  that  friendly  Shore 
V/here  Faljhood ,  Pride,  and  Statefmen  are  no  more  ! 


*  From  thefe  the  following  Lines  are  felcBed  as  an  lhfl ance 
rather  of  his  Impartiality  than  Genius , 

Materials  which  Belief  in  Gazettes  claim, 

Loofe  ftrnng,  run  gingling  into  Hilt’rv’s  Name. 

Thick  as  Egyptian  Clouds  of  raining  Flies  ; 

As  thick  as  Worms  where  Man  corrupting  lies  ; 

As  Pefts  obfcene  that  haunt  the  ruin’d  Pile  • 

As  Monlters  fiound’ring  in  the  muddy  Nile l 
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To  defpair  was  not,  however,  the  Character  of 
Savage;  when,  one  Patronage  failed,  he  had  re- 

co  uric 

Minutes,  Memoirs,  Views,  and  Reviews  appear. 

Where  Slander  darkens  each  recorded  Year. 

In  a  paft  Reign  is  fam’d  fome  am’rous  League  5. 

Some  Ring,  or  Letter,  now  reveals  th’  Intrigue  9 
Queens  with  their  Minions  woi  k  unfeemly  Things, 

And  Boys  grow  Dukes,  when  Catamites  to  Kings. 

Does  a  Prince  die  ?  What  Poifons  they  furmife  1 
No  Royal  Mortal  fure  by  Nature  dies. 

Is  a  Prince  born  ?*  What  Birth  more  bafe  believ'd  ? 

Or,  what's  more  llrange,  his  Mother  ne'er  conceiv’d  t 
Thus  Slander  popular  o'er  Truth  prevails. 

And  eafy  Minds  imbibe  romantic  Tales. 

Some  ufurp  Names  — an  Enghfh  Garretieer , 

From  Minutes  forg’d,  is  Monfieur-  Menager. 

— Where  bear-fay  Knowledge  fits  on  public  Names* 

And  bold  ConjeSiure  or  extols,  or  blames. 

Spring  Party  Libels',  from  whofe  Afhes  dead, 

A  Morfier,  mi/h aim'd  Hifl'ry,  lifts  its  Head. 

Contending  Factions  croud  to  hear  its  Roar  ! 

But  when  once  heaid,  it  dies  to  noife  no  more. 

From  tbefe  no  Anfwcr,  no  Applaufe  from  thofe, 

O'er  half  they  fnnper,  and  o’er  half  they  doze. 

So  when  in  Senate,  with  egregious  Pate, 

Perks  up  Sir - in  fome  deep  Debate  ; 

He  hems,  looks  wife,  tunes  then  his  iab’ring  Throat, 
To  prove  Black  White,  poftpone,  or  palm  the  Vote  * 

In  fly  Contempt,  fome,  hear  him!  hear  him !  cry; 

Some  yawn,  fome  freer  ;  none  ftcond,  none  reply. 

But  dare  fuch  Mifcreants  now  ruth  abroad, 

By  Blanket,  Cane,  Pump,  Pillory,  unaw’d  ? 

Dare  they  imp  Falfhood  thus,  and  plume  her  Wings, 
From  prefent  Characters,  and  recent  Things  ? 

Yes,  what  Untruths  1  or  Truths  in  what  Difguife  ! 
What  Boyers ,  and  what  Oldmixons  arife  ! 

What  Fafis,  from  all  but  them  and  Slander  fcreen’d  1 
Here  meets  a  Council,  no  where  elfe  conven’d  5 
There,  from  Originals ,  come,  thick  as  fpawn, 

Letters  ne’er  wrote,  Memorials  never  drawn  j 
To  fecret  Conference ,  never  held,  they  yoke 
Treaties  ne’er  plann’d,  and  Speeches  never  fpoke. 

From, 
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courfe  to  another.  The  Prince  was  now  ex¬ 
tremely  popular,  and  had  very  liberally  rewarded 
the  Merit  of  fome  Writers  whom  Mr.  Savage  did 
not  think  fuperior  to  himfelf,  and  therefore  he 
refolved  to  addrefs  a  Poem  to  him. 

For  this  Purpofe  he  made  Choice  of  a  Subje£, 
which  could  regard  only  Perfons  of  the  higheft 
Rank  and  greateft  Affluence,  and  which  was 
therefore  proper  for  a  Poem  intended  to  procure 
the  Patronage  of  a  Prince  ;  and  having  retired 
for  fome  Time  to  Richmond ,  that  he  might  pro- 
fecute  his  Defign  in  full  Tranquillity,  without 
the  Temptations  of  Pleafure,.  or  the  Solicitations 
of  Creditors,  by  which  his  Meditations  were  in 
equal  Danger  of  being  difconcerted,  he  produced 
a  Poem,  On  public  Spirit with  regard  io  public 
Works . 

The  Plan  of  this  Poem  is  very  extenfive,  and 
comprifes  a  Multitude  of  Topics,  each  of  which 
might  furnifh  Matter  fufflcient  for  a  long  Per¬ 
formance,  and  of  which  fome  have  already  em- 

Frorn,  OUmixony  thy  Brow,  too  well  we  know,. 

Like  Sin  from  Satan  s,  tar  and  wide  they  go. 

In  vain  may  Saint  John  fafe  in  Confidence  fit-, 

In.  vain  with  Truth  confute,  contemn  with  Wit  ;• 
Confute,  contemn,  amid  feletfed  Friendsj 
There  finks  the  Juftice,  there  the  Satire  ends. 

Here  through  a  Cenfry  fcarce  fuch  Leaves  unclofe, 

From  Moid  and  Dult  the  Slander  facred  grows.. 

Now  none  reply  where  all  defpife  the  Page  ; 

But  will  dumb  S^orn  deceive  no  future  Age?* 

Gentleman:  Magazine,  Sept *  1741. 
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ployed  more  eminent  Writers  ;  but  as  he  was 
perhaps  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  whole  Ex¬ 
tent  of  his  own  Defign,  and  was  writing  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  Supply  of  Wants  too  prefling  to  admit  of 
long  or  accurate  Enquiries,  he  pafles  negligently 
over  many  public  Works,  which,  even  in  his  own 
Opinion,  deferved  to  be  more  elaborately  treated. 

But  though  he  may  fometimes  difappoint  his 
Reader  by  tranfient  Touches  upon  thefe  Sub- 
je&s,  which  have  often  been  confldered,  and 
therefore  naturally  rai-fe  Expectations,  he  muft 
be  allowed  amply  to  compenfate  his  Gmiflions  by 
expatiating,  in  the  Conclufion  of  his  Work,  upon 
a  Kind  of  Beneficence  not  yet  celebrated  by  any 
eminent  Poet,  though  it  now  appears  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  Embeliifhmcnts,  more  adapted  to  ex¬ 
alt  the  Ideas,  and  affeCl  the  Paflions,  than  many 
of  thofe  which  have  hitherto  been  thought  moft 
worthy  of  the  Ornaments  of  Verfe.  The  Settle¬ 
ment  of  Colonies  in  uninhabited  Countries,  the 
Eftablifhment  of  thofe  in  Security  whole  Misfor¬ 
tunes  have  made  their  own  Country  no  longer 
pleafing  or  fafe,  the  Acquifition  of  Property  with¬ 
out  Injury  to  any,  the  Appropriation  of  the  wafte 
and  luxuriant  Bounties  of  Nature,  and  the  En¬ 
joyment  of  thofe  Gifts  which  Heaven  has  Mat¬ 
tered  upon  Regions  uncultivated  and  unoccupied, 
cannot  be  confldered  without  giving  Rife  to  a 
great  Number  of  pleafing  Ideas,  and  bewildering 
the  Imagination  in  delightful  Profpe&s  5  and, 

there- 
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therefore,  whatever  Speculations  they  may  pro- 
ucc  in  thofe  who  have  confined  themfelves  to- 
pohneah  Studies,  naturally  fixed  the  Attention,, 
and  excited  the  Applaufe  of  a  Poet..  The  Politi¬ 
cian,  when  he  confiders  Men  driven  into  other 
Countries  for  Shelter,  and  obliged  to  retire  to 
Forefts  and  Deferts,  and  pafs  their  Lives  and  fix 
their  Poftenty  ln  the  remoteft  Corners  of  the 
\\  odd  to  avoid  thofe  Hardlhips  which  they  fuf- 
fev  or  fear  in  their  native  Place,  may  very  properly 
enquire,  why  the  Legifiature  does  not  provide  a 
Remedy  for  thefe  Miferies,  rather  than  encourage 

f,n  F.CaPe  f[°m  them-  He  may  conclude,  that 
the  Flight  of  every  honeft  Man  is  a  Lofs  to  the 

Community,  that  thofe  who  are  unhappy  with¬ 
out  Guilt  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  the  Life 
wmch  is  overburihened  by  accidental  Calamities, 
fee  at  Eaie  by  the  Care  of  the  Publick,  and  that 
thofe,  who  have  by  Mifcondua  forfeited  their 
C  aim  to  Favour,  ought  rather  to  be  made  ufefu! 
to  the  Society  which  they  have  injured,  than  be 
driven  from  it.  But  the  Poet  is  employed  in  a 
more  pleafing  Undertaking  than  that  ofpropofine 
Laws,  which,  -however  juft  or  expedient,  wilP 
never  be  made,  or  endeavouring  to  reduce  to  ra¬ 
tional  Schemes  of  Government  Societies  which' 
were  formed  by  Chance,  and  are  condufted  by 
the  private  Paftions-of  thofe  who  pr-efide  in  them. 
He  guides  the  unhappy  Fugitive  from  Want  and 
Pence ut ion,  to  Plenty,  Quiet,  and  Security,  and 

feats  - 
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feats  him  in  Scenes  of  peaceful  Solitude,  and  mi- 
difturbed  Repofe. 

Savage  has  not  forgotten,  amidfc  the  pleafing 
Sentiments  which  this  ProfpecSf  of  Retirement; 
fuggefled  to  him,  to  cenfure  thofe- Crimes  which 
have  been-  generally  committed  by  the  Difcover- 
ers  of  new  Regions,  and  to  expofe  the  enormous 
Wickednefs  of  making  War  upon  barbarous  Na¬ 
tions,  becanfe  they  cannot  refill,  and  of  invading 
Countries  becaufe  they  are  fruitful ;  of  extending 
Navigation  only  to  propagate  Vice,  and  of  viiit- 
ing  diftant  Lands  only  to  lay  them  wade.  He 
has  averted  the  natural  Equality  of  Mankind, 
and  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  that  Pride  which  in¬ 
clines  Men  to  imagine  that  Right  is  the  Confc- 
quence  of  Power 

•  Learn,  future  Natives  of  this  promis'd  Land, 

What  your  Fore  fathers. ow'd  my  faving  Hand  l 
Learn,  when  Defpair  fuch  fudden  Blifs  fhali  fee, 

Such  Blifs  mult  (bine  from  Oglethorpe  or  f  Me  ! 
©o  you  the  Heightening,  blamelefs  Indian  aid, 

Culture  what  he  neglects,  not  his  invade  ; 

©are  not,  Oh  !  dare  not,  with  ambitious  View, 

Force  or  demand  Subjection,  never  due. 

Let  by  my  fpecious  Name  no  Tyrants  rile, 

And  cry,  while  they  enflave,  they  civilize  ! 

Why  rauft  I  Afrit's  fable  Children  fee 

Vended  for  Slaves,  though  form'd  by  Nature  free  ? 

The  namelefs  Tortures  cruellMinds  invent, 

Thofe  to.fubje^t,  whom  Nature  equal. meant  > 

If  thefe  you  dare,  albeit  unjuft  Succe/s. 

Empowers  you  now  unpupifh'd  to  opprefs, 

Revolving  Empire  you  ami  yours  may  doom  ; 

Rome  all  fubdu'd,  yet  Vandals  vanquifti'd  Rome  ; 

Yes,  Empire  may  revolve,  give  them  the  ©ay, 

And  \  oke  may  Yoke,  and  Blood  may  Blood  repsy.. 
t  Ruhlich  Spirit, 
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His  Defcription  of  the  various  Miferies  which 
force  Men  to  feek  for  Refuge  in  diftant  Coun¬ 
tries,  affords  another  Itirtancc  of  his  Proficiency 
in^the  important  and  extenfive  Study  of  humaa 
Liire  ;  and  the  Tendernefs  with  which  he  re¬ 
counts  them,  another  Proof  of  his  Humanity  and. 
Benevolence, 

* 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Clofe  of  this.  Poenr. 
difeovers  a  Change  which  Experience  had  made 
in  Mr.  Savages  Opinions.  In  a  Poem  written  by 
him  in  his  Youth,  and  publiflied  in  his  Mifcella- 
jnies,  he  declares  his  Contempt  of  the  contra&ed 
Views  and  narrow  Profpe&s  of  the  middle  State 
of  Life,  and  declares  his  Refolution  either  to 
tower  like  the  Cedar,  or  be  trampled  like  the 
Shrub;  but  in  this  Poem,  though  addrefTed  to  & 
Prince,  he  mentions  this  State  of  Life  as  com- 
prifing  thofe  who  ought  moft  toattraft  Reward* 
thofe  who  merit  mofl  the  Confidence  of  Power* 
and  the  Familiarity  of  Greatnefs  ;  and  accident¬ 
ally  mentioning  this  PalTage  to  one  of  his  Friends, 
declared  that,  in  his  Opinion,  all  the  Virtue  of 
Mankind  was  comprehended  in  that  State. 

In  deferibing  Villas  and  Gardens,  he  did  not 
omit  to  condemn  that  abfurd  Cudom,  which  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  EnglJJh ,  of  permitting  Servants 
to  receive  Money  from  Strangers  for  the  Enter¬ 
tainment  that  they  receive  ;  and  therefore  inferted 
in  his  Poem  thefe  Lines : 

But 
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But  what’s  the  flow’ring  Pricle  of  Gardens  rare. 
However  royal,  or  however  fair. 

If  Gates,  which  to  Accefs  fhould  Ml  give  Way, 
Ope  but,  like  Peter’s  Paradife,  for  Pay  ? 

If  perquifited  Varlets  frequent  ftand. 

And  each  new  Walk  rauft  a  new  Tax  demand  ? 
What  foreign  Eye  but  with  Contempt  furveys  ? 
What  Mufe  fhall  from  Oblivion  fn  at  eh  their 
Praife  i1 

But  before  the  Publication  of  his  Performance, 
he  recolledied,  that  the  Queen  allowed  her  Gar¬ 
den  and  Cave  at  Richmond  to  be  fhewn  for  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  that  fhe  fo  openly  countenanced  the 
Pra&ice,  that  fhe  had  bellowed  the  Privilege  of 
fhewing  them  as  a  Place  of  Profit,  on  a  Maxi 
whofe  Merit  fhe  valued  herfelf  upon  rewarding, 
though  fhe  gave  him  only  the  Liberty  of  difgra- 
eing  his  Country. 

He  therefore  thought,  with  more  Prudence 
than  was  often  exerted  by  him,  that  the  Publica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Lines  might  be  ofRcioufly  repre- 
fented  as  an  Infult  upon  the  Queen,  to  whom  he 
owed  his  Life  and  his  Subfiflence,  and  that  the 
Propriety  of  his  Obfervation  would  be  no  Security 
again#  the  Cenfures  which  the  Unfeafonablenefs 
of  it  might  draw  upon  him  ;  he  therefore  fup- 
prefied  the  PafTage  in  the  fir  ft  Edition,  but  after 
the  Queen’s  Death  thought  the  fame  Caution  no 
longer  necefiary,  and  reftored  it  to  the  proper 
Place. 
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The  Poem  was  therefore  publifhed  without  any 
political  Faults,  and  infcribed  to  the  Prince  ;  but 
r .  Savage  having  no  Friend  upon  whom  he 
could  prevail  to  prefent  k  to  him,  had  no  other 
p  et  od  of  attracting  his  Obfervation  than  the 
{  uWicat|on  of  frequent  Advertifements,  and  there¬ 
fore  received  no  Reward  from  his  Patron,  how¬ 
ever  generous  on  other  Qccafions. 

This  Difappointment  he  never  mentioned  with¬ 
out  indignation,  being,  by  fome  mc-ans  or  other, 
confident  that  the  Prince  was  not  ignorant  of  his 
Add  refs  to  him;  and  infinuated,  that  if  any  Ad- 
vances  in  Popularity  could  have  been  made  by 
on  .nguifhing,  him,  he  had  not  written  without 
Notice,  or  without  Reward. 

He  was  once  inclined  to  have  prefented  his 
Poem  in  Perfon,  and  fen t  to  the  Printer  for  a 
Copy  with  that  Defign ;  but  either  his  Opinion 
changed,  or  his  Refolution  deferted  him,  and  he 
continued  to  refent  Negledt,  without  attempting 
to  force  himfelf  into  Regard. 

Nor  was  the  Public  much  more  favourable  than- 
his  Patron,  for  only  feventy-two  were  fold, 
though  the  Performance  was  much  commended 
by  fome  who fe  Judgment  in  that  Kind  of  Writ- 
ing  is  generally  allowed.  But  Savage  eafily  re¬ 
conciled  nimfelf  to  Mankind,  without  imputing 
any  Defect  to  his  Work,  by  obferving,  that  his 
Poem  was  unluckily  publifhed  two  Days  after  the 
Prorogation  of  the  Parliament^  and  by  Confe- 

quence 
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quence  at  a  Time  when  all  thofe  who  could  be 
expected  to  regard  it,  were  in  the  Hurry  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  their  Departure,  or  engaged  in  taking 
Leave  of  others  upon  their  Difmiffion  from  pub¬ 
lic  Affairs. 

It  muff  be  however  allowed,  in  JuftiEcation  of 
the  Public,  that  this  Performance  is  not  the  moft 
excellent  of  Mr.  Savage's  Works,  and  that  tho’ 
it  cannot  be  denied  to  contain  many  ftrikino- 
Sentiments,  majefiic  Lines,  and  juft*  Obferva- 
dons,  it  is  in  general  not  fufficiently  polifhed  in 

Language,  or  enlivened  in  the  Imagery,  or 
iigefted  in  the  Plan. 

Thus  his  Poem  contributed  nothing  to  the  Al¬ 
leviation  of  his  Poverty,  which  was  fuch  as  very 
ew  could  have  fupported  with  equal  Patience, 
)ut  to  which  it  muft  likewife  be  confe/Ted,  that 
ew  would  have  been  expofed  who  receive  punc- 
ually  fifty  Pounds  a  Year  ;  a  Salary  which,  tho’ 
)y  no  means  equal  to  the  Demands  of  Vanity  and 
-aixuiy,  is  yet  found  fufRcient  to  fupporc  Fami¬ 
nes  above  Want,  and  was  undoubtedly  more  than 
he  Neceftities  of  Life  require. 

But  no  fooner  had  he  received  his  Penfion,  than 
le  withdrew  to  his  darling  Privacy,  from  which 
ie  returned  in  a  fhort  Time  to  his  former  Dif- 
refs,  and  for  fome  Part  of  the  Year  generally 
'ved  by  Chance,  eating  only  when  he  was  in- 
ited  to  tne  Tables  of  his  Acquaintances,  from 
vhich  the  Meannefs  of  his  Drefs  often  excluded 

him. 
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him,  when  the  Politeneis  and  Variety  of  his  Coft- 
verfation  would  have  been  thought  a  Sufficient 
Recompence  for  his  Entertainment. 

He  lodged  as  much  by  Accident  as  he  dined, 
and  paffied  the  Night  Sometimes  in  mean  Houfes, 
which  are  Set  open  at  Night  to  any  cafual  Wan¬ 
derers  ;  Sometimes  in  Cellars,  among  the  Riot 
and  Filth  of  the  meaneft  and  moft  profligate  of 
the  Rabble  ;  and  Sometimes,  when  he  had  no  Mo¬ 
ney  to  Support  even  the  Expen  ces  of  thefe  Re¬ 
ceptacles,  walked  about  the  Streets  till  he  was 
weary,  and  lay  down  in  the  Summer  upon  a  Bulk, 
or  in  the  Winter,  with  his  Aflbciates  in  Poverty, 
among  the  A  files  of  a  Giafs-houfe. 

In  this  Manner  were  palled  thofe  Days,  and 
thoSe  Nights,  which  Nature  had  enabled  him  to 
have  employed  in  elevated  Speculations,  ufefui 
Studies,  or  pleafing  Conversation.  On  a  Bulk, 
in  a  Cellar,  or  in  a  Giafs-houfe,  among  Thieves 
and  Beggars,  was  to  be  found  the  Author  of  the 
Wanderer ,  a  Man  of  exalted  Sentiments,  exten¬ 
sive  Views,  and  curious  Observations ;  the  Man, 
whofe  Remarks  on  Life  might  have  affifted  the 
Statefman,  whofe  Ideas  of  Virtue  might  have  en¬ 
lightened  the  Moralift,  whofe  Eloquence  might 
lirve  influenced  Senates,  and  whofe  Delicacy 
might  have  polifhed  Courts. 

It  cannot  be  imagined  but  that  Such  Neceffities 
might  Sometimes  force  him  upon  difreputable 
Practices  j  and  it  is  probable  that  thefe  Lines  in 

the 
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the  Wanderer  were  occafioned  by  his  Reflexions 
on  his  own  ConduX. 


Though  Mis’ry  leads  to  Fortitude  and  Truth, 
Unequal  to  the  Load  this  languid  Youth, 

(O  !  let  none  cenfure  if  untry’d  by  Grief, 

Or  amidft  Woes  untempted  by  Relief,) 

He  ftoop’d,  reluXant,  to  mean  AXs  of  Shame, 

Which  then,  ev’n  then,  he  fcorn’d,  and  blu/h’d 
to  name. 


Whoever  was  acquainted  with  him,  was  certain 
to  be  folicited  for  finall  Sums,  which  the  Fre¬ 
quency  of  the  Requeft  made  in  Time  confidera 
ble,  and  he  was  therefore  quickly  fhunned  bv 
tnofe  who  were  become  familiar  enough  to  be 
trufted  with  his  Neceflities  ;  but  his  rambling 
Manner  of  Life  and  conftam  Appearance  at 
oufes  of  public  Refort,  always  procured  him  a 
flew  Succeflion  of  Friends,  whofe  Kindnefs  had 
not  been  exhaufted  by  repeated  Requefts,  f0  that 
he  was  feldom  abfolutely  without  Refources,  but 

had  m  his  utmoft  Exigencies  this  Comfort,  that 
•he  always  imagined  himfelf  fare  of  fpeedy  Relief 

It  was  obferved,  that  he  always  a/ked  Favours 

of  this  Kind  without  the  leaf!  Submi/lion,  or  an 
parent  Confcioufnefs  of  Dependence,  and  that  e 
did  not  feem  to  look  upon  a  Compliance  with  his 
Requeft  as  an  Obligation  that  deferved  any  ex" 
traordinary  Acknowledgments  ;  but  a  Ref'S 

WaS  refemcd  b?  him  «  ^  Affront,  or  compWd 

of 


V 


120 


of  as  an  Injury  ;  nor  did  he  readily  reconcile 
himfelf  to  thofe  who  either  denied  to  lend,  or  gave 
him  afterwards  any  Intimation  that  they  expeded 
to  be  repaid. 

He  was  fometimes  fo  far  compaffionated  by 
thofe  who  knew  both  his  Merit  and  his  DiffrefTes, 
that  they  received  him  into  their  Families,  but 
they  foon  difcovered  him  to  be  a  very  incommo¬ 
dious  Inmate  ;  for  being  always  accuffomed  to  an 
irregular  Manner  of  Life,  he  could  not  confine 
himfelf  to  any  (fated  Hours,  or  pay  any  Regard 
to  the  Rules  of  a  Family,  but  would  prolong  his 
Converfation  till  Midnight,  without  eonfidering 
that  Bufinefs  might  require  his  Friend’s  Applica¬ 
tion  in  the  Morning  ;  nor,  when  he  had  per- 
fuaded  himfelf  to  retire  to  Red,  was  he  without 
Difficulty  called  up  to  Dinner-;  it  was  therefore 
impoffible  to  pay  him  any  Diffindion,  without 
the  entire  Subverfion  of  all  Oeconomy,  a  Kind  of 
Eftablifhment  which,  wherever  he  went,  he  al¬ 
ways  appeared  ambitious  to  overthrow. 

It  muff  therefore  be  acknowledged,  in  J unifi¬ 
cation  of  Mankind,  that  it  was  not  always  by 
the  Negligence  or  Coldnefs  of  his  Friends  that 
Savage  -  was  diflrefTed,  but  becaufe  it  was  in  re¬ 
ality  very  difficult  to  preferve  him  long  in  a  State 
of  Eafc.  To  fupply  him  with  Money  was  a  hope- 
lefs  Attempt,  for  no  fooner  did  he  fee  himfelf 
Mailer  of  a  Sum  fufficient  to  fet  him  free  from 
Care  for  a  Day,  than  he  became  profufe  and 

luxurious. 
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luxurious.  When  once  he  had  entered  a  Tavern, 
or  engaged  in  a  Scheme  of  Pleafure,  he  never  re¬ 
tired  till  Want  of  Money  obliged  him  to  fome 
-new  Expedient.  If  he  was  entertained  in  a  Fa¬ 
mily,  nothing  was  any  longer  to  be  regarded  there 
but  Amufements  and  Jollity ;  wherever  Savage 
entered,  he  immediately  expedled  that  Order  and 
Bufinefs  fhould  fly  before  him,  that  all  fhould 
thenceforward  be  left  to  Hazard,  and  that  no  dull 
Principle  of  domeflic  Management  fhould  be  op- 

pofed  to  his  Inclination,  or  intrude  upon  his 

G^kty.  ' 

His  Didrefles,  however  afflidlive,  never  de¬ 
jected  him  ;  in  his  lowed  State  he  wanted  not 
Spirit  to  aflert  the  natural  Dignity  of  Wit,  and 
was  always  ready  to  reprefs  that  Infolence  which 
Superiority  of  Fortune  incited,  and  to  trample  upon 
the  Reputation  which  rofe  upon  any  other  Bafis 
than  that  of  Merit  :  He  never  admitted  any  grofs 
Familiarities,  or  fubmitted  to  be  treated  otherwife 
than  as  an  Equal.  Once,  when  he  was  without 
Lodging,  Meat,  or  Cloaths,  one  of  his  Friends, 
a  Man  not  indeed  remarkable  for  Moderation 
in  his  Pro  1  peri ty,  left  a  MefTage,  that  he  defired 
to  fee  him  about  nine  in  the  morning.  Savage 
knew  that  his  Intention  was  to  aflift  him,  but 
was  very  much  difguded,  that  he  fhould  prefume 
to  prefcribe  the  Hour  of  his  Attendance,  and,  I 

believe,  refufed  to  vifit  him,  and  reje&ed  his 
Kindnefs. 
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The  fame  invincible  temper,  whether  Firmnefs 
or  Obftinacy,  appeared  in  his  Condudl  to  the 
Lord  Tyrconnel ,  from  whom  he  very  frequently 
demanded  that  the  Allowance  which  was  once 
paid  him  fhould  be  reflored,  but  with  whom  he 
never  appeared  to  entertain  for  a  Moment  the 
Thought  of  foliciting  a  Reconciliation,  and  whom 
he  treated  at  once  with  all  the  Haughtinefs  of  Su- 
periority,  and  all  the  Bitternefs  of  Refentment. 
He  wrote  to  him,  not  in  a  Stile  of  Supplication 
or  RefpecL  but  of  Reproach,  Menace,  and  Con¬ 
tempt,  and  appeared  determined,  if  he  ever  re¬ 
gained  his  Allowance,  to  hold  it  only  by  the  Right 
of  ConquefL 

As  many  more  can  difeover,  that  a  Alan  is 
richer,  than  that  he  is  wifer  than  themfelves,  Su¬ 
periority  of  Underftanding  is  not  fo  readily  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  that  of  Condition  ;  nor  is  that 
Haughtinefs,  which  the  Confcioufnefs  of  great 
Abilities  incites,  borne  with  the  fame  SubmifHon 
as  the  Tyranny  of  Wealth  ;  and  therefore  Sa - 
vage,  by  averting  his  Claim  to  Deference  and 
Regard,  and  by  treating  thofe  with  Contempt 
whom  better  Fortune  animated  to  rebel  againft 
him,  did  not  fail  to  raife  a  great  Number  of  Ene¬ 
mies  in  the  different  Claffes  of  Mankind.  Thofe 
who  thought  themfelves  raifed  above  him  by  the 
Advantages  of  Riches,  hated  him,  becaufe  they 
found  no  Prote&ion  from  the  Petulance  of  his 
Wit.  Thofe  who  were  efteemed  for  their  Writ¬ 
ings 
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Ings  feared  him  as  a  Critic,  and  maligned  him  as 

a  Rival,  and  almoft  all  the  fmaller  Wits  were  his 
profeiled  Enemies. 


Among  thefe,  Mr.  Millay'  fo  far  indulged  his 
Refentment  as  to  introduce  him  in  a  Farce,  and 
direft  him  to  be  perfonated  on  the  Stage  in  a 
Dtefs  like  that  which  he  then  wore  ;  a  mean  In- 
fult,  which  only  infinuated  that  Savage  had  but 
One  Coat,  and  which  was  therefore  defpifed  by 
him  rather  than  refented  ;  for  though  he  wrote  a 
Lampoon  againft  Millar ,  he  never  printed  it : 
and  as  no  other  Perfon  ought  to  profecute  that 
Revenge  from  which  the  Perfon  who  was  injured 
debited,  I  fhall  not  preferve  what  Mr.  Savage 
fuppreiTed ;  of  which  the  Publication  would  in¬ 
deed  have  been  a  Punifhment  too  fevere  for  fo  im¬ 
potent  an  Affault. 


The  great  Flardlhips  of  Poverty  were  to  Savage 
not  the  Want  of  Lodging  or  of  Food,  but  the 
Negleft  and  Contempt  which  it  drew  upon  him. 
He  complained,  that  as  his  Affairs  grew  defperate, 
he  found  his  Reputation  for  Capacity  vifibiy  de¬ 
cline  ;  that  h.s  Opinion  [in  Queftions  of  Criti- 
afm  was  no  longer  regarded,  when  his  Coat  was 
•out  of  Fafhion  ;  and  that  thofe  who  in  the  In¬ 
terval  of  his  Profperity  were  always  encouraging 
him  to  great  Undertakings,  by  Encomiums  on 
Genius,  and  Affurances  of  Succefs,  now  re¬ 
ceived  any  Mention  of  his  Def.gns  with  Coldnefs, 
thought  that  the  Subjects  on  which  he  propofed 

G  2  * 
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to  write  were  very  difficult ;  and  were  ready  to 
inform  him,  that  the  Event  of  a  Poem  was  un¬ 
certain,  that  an  Author  ought  to  employ  much 
Time  in  the  Confideration  of  his  Plan,  and  not 
prefume  to  fit  down  to  write  in  Confidence  of  a 
iew  curfory  Ideas,  and  a  fuperficial  Knowledge ; 
Difficulties  were  ffarted  on  all  Sides,  and  he  was 
no  longer  qualified  for  any  Performance  but  the 
Volunteer  haureat . 

Yet  even  this  Kind  of  Contempt  never  de- 
preffied  him  ;  for  he  always  preferved  a  Ready 
Confidence  in  his  own  Capacity,  and  believed 
nothing  above  his  Reach  which  he  Ihould  at  any 
Time  earneRly  endeavour  to  attain.  He  formed 
Schemes  of  the  fame  Kind  with  regard  to  Know¬ 
ledge  and  to  Fortune,  and  flattered  himfelf  with 
Advances  to  be  made  in  Science,  as  with  Riches 
to  be  enjoyed  in  fome  diftant  Period  of  his  Life. 
For  the  Acquifition  of  Knowledge  he  was  indeed 
far  better  qualified  than  for  that  of  Riches  ;  for 
he  was  naturally  inquifitive,  and  defirous  of  the 
Converfation  of  thofe  from  whom  any  Informa¬ 
tion  was  to  be  obtained,  but  by  no  Means  foli- 
citous  to  improve  thofe  Opportunities  that  were 
fometimes  offered  of  railing  his  Fortune ;  and 
was  remarkably  retentive  of  his  Ideas,  which, 
when  once  he  was  in  Pofleffion  of  them,  rarely 
forfook  him  ;  a  Quality  which  could  never  be 
-Communicated  to  his  Money. 

While  he  was  thus  wearing  out  his  Life  in  Ex¬ 
pedition 
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peelation  that  the  Queen  would  fome  time  recol¬ 
lect  her  Prornife,  he  had  Recourfe  to  the  ufual 
Practice  of  Writers,  and  published  Propofals  for 
printing  his  Works  by  Suhfcription,  to  which 
he  was  encouraged  by  the  Succefs  of  many  who 
had  not  a  better  right  to  the  Favour  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  ;  but,  whatever  was  the  Reafon,  he  did  not 
n  »d  the  World  equally  inclined  to  favour  him, 
and  he  obferved  with  fome  Difcontent,  that  tho’ 
ne  offered  his  W  orks  at  Half  a  Guinea,  he  was 
able  to  procure  but  a  fmall  Number,  in  Compa¬ 
nion  with  thofe  who  fubfcribed  twice  as  much 
to  Duck. 

Nor  was  it  without  Indignation  that  he  faw 
his  Propofals  negle&ed  by  the  Queen,  who  pa- 
tronifed  Mr.  Duck’ s  with  uncommon  Ardour,  and 
incited  a  Competition  among  thofe  who  attended 
the  Court,  who  fhould  mod  promote  his  Intered, 
and  who  fhould  firft  offer  a  Suhfcription.  This 
was  a  Di  dined  ion  to  which  Mr.  Savage  made  no 
Scruple  of  afferting  that  his  Birth,  his  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  and  his  Genius,  gave  him  a  fairer  Title 
than  could  he  pleaded  by  him  on  whom  it  was 
conferred. 

Savage’s  Applications  were  however  not  uni- 
verfally  unfuccefsful  ;  for  fome  of  the  Nobilitv 
countenanced  his  Defign,  encouraged  his  Propo¬ 
fals,  and  fubfcribed  with  great  Liberality.  He 
related  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos  particularly,  that. 
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upon  receiving  his  Propofals,  he  font  him  Ten 
Guineas. 

But  the  Money  which  his  Subfcriptions  af¬ 
forded  him  was  not  lefs  volatile  than  that  which 
he  received  from  his  other  Schemes  ;  whenever 
a  Sumo  jption  was  paid  him,  he  went  to  a  Ta¬ 
vern,  and  as  Money  fo  colledlcd  is  necefiarily  re¬ 
ceived  in  final!  Sums,  he  never  was  able  to  fend 
his  Poems  to  the  Prefs,  but  for  many  Years  con¬ 
tinued  his  Solicitation,  and  fquandered  whatever 
he  obtained. 

This  Project  of  printing  his  Works  was  fre¬ 
quently  revived,  and  as  his  Propofals  grew  obfo- 
lete,  new  ones  were  printed  with  frefher  Dates. 
1  o  form  Schemes  for  the  Publication  was  one  of 
his  favourite  Aniufements,  nor  was  he  ever  more 
at  Eafe  than  when  with  any  Friend  who  readily 
fell  in  with  his  Schemes,  he  was  adjufling  the 
Print,  forming  the  Advertifements,  and  regulat¬ 
ing  the  Difperfion  of  his  new  Edition,  which  he 
really  intended  fome  time  to  publifh,  and  which, 
as  long  Experience  had  fhewn  him  the  ImpofTibi- 
lity  of  printing  the  Volume  together,  he  at  laft 
determined  to  divide  into  weekly  or  monthly 
Numbers,  that  the  Profits  of  the  firft  might  fup- 
ply  the  Expences  of  the  next. 

Thus  he  fpent  his  Time  in  mean  Expedients, 
and  tormenting  Sufpenfe,  living  for  the  greateft 
Part  in  Fear  of  Profecutions  from  his  Creditors, 
and.  confequently  fkulking  in  obfeure  Parts  of  the 

Town* 
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Town,  of  which  he  was  no  Stranger  to  the  re¬ 
mote#  Corners,  but  wherever  he  came,  his  Ad~ 
drefs  fecured  him  Friends,  whom  his  Neceffities 
foon  alienated,  fo  that  he  had  perhaps  a  more  nu¬ 
merous  Acquaintance  than  any  Man  ever  before 
attained,  there  being  fcarcely  any  Perfon  eminent 
on  any  Account  to  whom  he  was  not  known,  or 
whofe  Character  he  was  not  in  fome  Degree  able 
to  delineate. 

%  r~ 

I  o  the  Acquifnion  of  this  extenfive  Acquaint¬ 
ance  every  Circumflance  of  his  Life  contributed 
He  excelled  in  the  Arts  of  Converfation,  and 
therefore  willingly  p  radii  fed  them  :  Fie  had  fcl- 
dom  any  Horne,  or  even  a  Lodging:  in  which  he 
could  be  private,  and  therefore  was  driven  into 
public  Houfes  for  the  common  Conveniences  of 
Life,  and  Supports  of  Nature.  He  was  always 
ready  to  comply  with  every  Invitation,  having  no 
Employment  to  withhold  him,  and  often  no  Mo¬ 
ney  to  provide  for  himfelf ;  and  by  dining  with 

one  Company,  he  never  failed  of  obtaining  an 
Introduction  into  another. 

Thus  difllpated  was  his  Life,  and  thus  cafual 
his  Subfiflence  ;  yet  did  not  the  Diftraftion  of  his 
Views  hinder  him  from  Reflection,  nor  the  Un¬ 
certainty  of  his  Condition  deprefs  his  Gaiety. 
When  he  had  wandered  about  without  any  for¬ 
tunate  Adventure,  by  which  he  was  led  into  a 
Tavern,  he  fometimes  retired  into  the  Fields, 
and  was  able  to  employ  his  Mind  in  Study  tg  a- 

^  4~  mufe 
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mufe  it  with  pleafing  Imaginations ;  and  feldom 
appeared  to  be  melancholy,  but  when  fome  fud- 
den  Misfortune  had  juft  fallen  upon  him,  and 
even  then  in  a  -few  Moments  he  would  bifen- 
tangle  himfelf  from  his  Perplexity,  adopt  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  Converfation,  and  apply  his  Mind  wholly 
t0^e  Ohje£ts  that  others  prefen  ted  to  it. 

I  his  Lite,  unhappy  as  it  may  be  already  ima¬ 
gined,  was  yet  imbittered,  in  1 738,  with  new 
Calamities.  1  he  Death  of  the  Queen  deprived 
him  of  all  the  Profpeds  of  Preferment  with  which 
he  had  fo  long  entertained  his  Imagination ;  and 
as  Sir  Robert  JP  dipole  had  before  given  him  Rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  he  never  intended  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  his  Promife,  he  was  now  abandoned 
again  to  Fortune. 

He  was,  however,  at  that  Time,  fupported  by 
a  Friend;  and  as  it  was  not  his  Cuftom  to  look 
out  ror  did  ant  Calamities,  or  to  feel  any  other 
Pain  that  that  which  forced  itfelf  upon  his  Senfes, 
he  was  not  much  affiided  at  his  Lofs,  and  per¬ 
haps  comforted  himfelf  that  his  Penfion  would  be 
now  continued  without  the  annual  Tribute  of  a 
Panegyric. 

Another  Expedition  contributed  likewife  to 
fupport  him  ;  he  had  taken  a  Refolution  to  write 
a  fecond  Tragedy  upon  the  Story  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury ,  in  which  he  preferved  a  few  Lines  of 
hk  former  Play ;  but  made  a  total  Alteration  of 
the  Plan,  added  new  Incidents,  and  introduced 


new 
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new  Characters  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  new  Tragedy, 
not  a  Revival  of  the  former. 

Many  of  his  Friends  blamed  him  for  not  making 
Choice  of  another  Subject  ;  but,  in  Vindication 
of  himfelf,  he  aflerted,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  find 
abetter;  and  that  he  thought  it  his  Intereft  to 
cxtinguifh  the  Memory  of  the  firft  Tragedy, 
which  he  could  only  do  by  writing  one  left  de^ 
fective  upon  the  fame  ftory  ;  by  which  he  fhould 
entirely  defeat  the  Artifice  of  the  Bookfellers, 
who  after  the  Death  of  any  Author  of  Reputa¬ 
tion,  are  always  induftrious  to  fwell  his  Works, 
by  uniting  his  worft  Productions  with  his  beft. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme,  however,  he- 
proceeded  but  fiowly,  and  probably  only  employed 
himfelf  upon  it  when  he  could  find  no  other  A- 
mufement ;  but  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  counting 
the  Profits,  and  perhaps  imagined,  that  the  thea* 
trical  Reputation  which  he  was  about  to  acquire, 
would  be  equivalent  to  all  that  he  had  loft  by  the 
Death  of  his  Patronefs. 

He  did  not,  in  Confidence  of  his  approaching 
Riches,  neglect  the  Meafures  proper  to  fecure 
the  Continuance  of  his  Penfion,  though  fome  of 
his  Favourers  thought  him  culpable  for  emitting 
to  write  on  her  Death  ;  but  on  her  Birth-Dayt 
next  Year,  he  gave  a  Proof  of  the  Solidity  or  his 
Judgment,  and  the  Power  of  his  Genius; 

,  tkknCW  that  the  Track  of  Elegy  had  been  fo 
£0nS  beaten*  that  it  was  impolfible  to  travel  in  it 

^  5  without 
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without  treading  in  the  Footfleps  of  thofe  who 
had  gone  before  him  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was 
neceflary,  that  he  might  diflinguifh  himfelf  from 
the  Herd  of  Encomiafls,  to  find  out  fome  new 
W ay  of  funeral  Panegyric. 

This  difficult  Tafk  he  performed  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  his  Poem  may  be  juftly  ranked  a- 
mong  the  beft  Pieces  that  the  Death  of  Princes 
has  produced.  By  transferring  the  Mention  of 
her  Death  to  her  Birth-Day,  he  has  formed  a 
happy  Combination  of  Topics,  which  any  other 
Man  would  have  thought  it  very  difficult  to  con¬ 
ned!  in  one  View,  but  which  he  has  united  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  Relation  between  them 
appears  natural  ;  and  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that 
what  no  other  Man  would  have  thought  on,  it 
now  appears  fcarcely  poffible  for  any  Man  to* 
mifs  *. 

The 

*  To  exhibit  a  Specimen  of  the  Beauties  of  this  Po¬ 
em,  the  following  Paffages  are  felefted. 

Oft  has  the  Mufe,  on  this  diftinguilh’d  Day," 

Tun’d  to  glad  Harmony  the  vernal  Lay  ; 

But,  O  lamented  Change  !  The  Lay  mu  ft  flow 
From  grateful  Rapture  now  to  grateful  Woe. 

She,  to  this  Day,  who  joyous  Luftre  gave, 

Defcends  for  ever  to  the  filent  Grave. 

She,  born  at  once  to  charm  us  and  to  mend, 

Of  human  Race  the  Pattern  and  the  Friend. 

—And  thou,  bright  Princefs  \  feated  now  on  high, 
Next  one,  the  faireft  Daughter  of  the  Sky, 

Whofe  warm-felt  Love  is  to  all  Beings  known, 

Thy  Sifter  Charity  /  next  her  thy  Throne  5 
See  at  thy  Tomb  the  Virtues  weeping  lie  ! 

There  in  dumb  Sorrow  feem  the  Arts  to  die. 


So 
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The  Beauty  of  this  peculiar  Combination  of 
Images  is  fo  mafterly,  that  it  is  fufficient  to  fet 
this  Poem  above  Cenfure ;  and  therefore  it  is  not 
neceflary  to  mention  many  other  delicate  Touches 
which  may  be  found  in  it,  and  which  would  de- 
fervedly  be  admired  in  any  other  Performance. 

To  thefe  Proofs  of  his  Genius  may  be  added* 
from  the  fame  Poem,  an  Inftance  of  his  Pru¬ 
dence,  an  Excellence  for  which  he  was  not  fo^ 
often  diftinguifhed  ;  he  does  not  forget  f  to  re- 

So  were  the  Sun  o’er  other  Oibs  to  blaze, 

And  from  our  World,  like  thee,  withdraw  his  Rays* 
No  more  to  vifit  where  he  warm’d  before, 

All  Life  mutt  ceafe,  and  Nature  be  no  more. 

Yet  fhall  the  Muse  a  heavenly  Height  eflay. 

Beyond  the  Weaknefs  mix’d  with  moital  Clay  5 
Beyond  the  Lofs,  which,  tho’  (he  bleeds  to  fee* 

Tho’  ne’er  to  be  redeem’d,  the  Lofs  of  thee  ; 

Beyond  ev’n  this,  (he  hails,  with  joyous  Lay, 

Thy  better  Birth,  thy  firft  true  natal  Day  j 
A  Day,  that  fees  Thee  born,  beyond  the  Tomb, . 

To  endlefs  Health,  to  Youth’s  eternal  Bloom  $ 

Born  to  the  mighty  Dead,  the  Souls  fublime 
Of  ev’ry  famous  Age,  and  ev’ry  Clime  ; 

To  Goodnefs  fix’d,  by  Truth’s  unvarying  Laws, 

To  Blifs  that  knows  no  Period,  knows  no  Paufe — 
Save  when  thine  Eye,  from  yonder  pure  Serene, 
Sheds  a  foft  Ray  on  this  our  gloomy  Scene. 

t  —Deign  one  Look  more!  Ah!  See  thy  Confortdearl 
Wifhing  all  Hearts,  except  his  own,  to  cheer, 

Lo  !  (fill  he  bids  thy  wonted  Bounties  flow 
To  weeping  Families  of  Worth  and  Woe. 

He  (tops  all  Tears,  however  fait  they  rife. 

Save  thofe  that  (till  mutt  fall  from  grateful  Eyes  3 
And  fpite  of  Griefs,  that  fo  ufurp  his  Mind, 

Still  watches  o’er  the  Welfare  of  Mankind. 

G  6 
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mind  the  King,  in  the  mofl  delicate  and  artful 
Manner,  of  continuing  his  Penfion. 

With  regard  to  the  Succefs  of  this  Addrefs,  he 
was  for  fome  Time  in  Sufpenfe,  but  was  in  no 
great  Degree  follicitous  about  it,  and  continued 
his  Labour  upon  his  new  Tragedy  with  great 
Tranquillity,  till  the  Friend,  who  had  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Time  fupported  him,  removing  his  Fa- 
mil)/  to  another  Place,  took  Occafion  to  difmifs 
him.  It  then  became  neceflary  to  enquire  more 
diligently  what  was  determined  in  his  Affair, 
having  Reafon  to  fufpeft  that  no  great  Favour  was 
intended  him,  becaufe  he  had  not  received  his  Pen¬ 
fion  at  the  ufual  Time. 

It  is  faid,  that  he  did  not  take  thofe  Methods 
of  retrieving  his  Intereft  which  were  mod  likely 
to  fucceed  ;  and  fome  of  thofe  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Exchequer,  cautioned  him  againft 
too  much  Violence  in  his  Proceedings;  but  Mr. 
Savage,  who  feldom  regulated  his  Conduit  by  the 
Advice  of  others,  gave  way  to  his  Paffion,  and 
demanded  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ,  at  his  Levee,  the 
Reafon  of  the  Difiinttion  that  was  made  between 
him  and  the  other  Penfioners  of  the  Queen,  with 
a  Degree  of  Roughnefs,  which  perhaps  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  withdraw  what  had  been  onlv  de¬ 
layed. 

Whatever  was  the  Crime  of  which  he  was  ac- 
cufed  or  fufpeited,  and  whatever  Influence  was 
employed  againft  him,  he  received  foon  after  an 

Account 
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Account  that  took  from  him  all  Hopes  of  regain¬ 
ing  his  Penfion  ;  and  he  had  now  no  Profpect  of 
Subfiftence  but  from  his  Play,  and  he  knew  no 
Way  of  Living  for  the  Time  required  to  finift  it. 

So  peculiar  were  the  Misfortunes  of  this  Man, 
deprived  of  an  Eftate  and  Title  by  a  particular 
Law,  expofed  and  abandoned  by  a  Mother,  de¬ 
frauded  by  a  Mother  of  a  Fortune  which  his  Fa¬ 
ther  had  allotted  him,  he  entered  the  World  with¬ 
out  a  Friend  ;  and,  though  his  Abilities  forced 
themfelves  into  Efteem  and  Reputation,  he  was 
never  able  to  obtain  any  real  Advantage,  and 
whatever  Profpedls  arofe,  were  always  intercepted 
as  he  began  to  approach  them.  The  King’s  In¬ 
tentions  in  his  Favour  were  fruftrated  ;  his°Dedi- 
cation  to  the  Prince,  whofe  Generofity  on  every 
other  Occafion  was  eminent,  procured  him  no 
Reward  ;  Sir  Robert  Walpole ,  who  valued  himfelf 
upon  keeping  his  Promife  to  others,  broke  it'  to 
him  without  Regret;  and  the  Bounty  of  the  Queen 
was,  after  her  Death,  withdrawn  from  him,  and 
from  him  only. 

Such  were  his  Misfortunes,  which  yet  he  bore 
not  only  with  Decency,  but  with  Cneerfuinefs  ; 
nor  was  his  Gaiety  clouded  even  by  his  laft  Dif- 
appointment,  though  he  was  in  a  fhort  Time  re¬ 
duced  to  the  loweft  Degree  of  Diftrefs,  and  often 
wanted  both  Lodging  and  Food.  At  this  Time 
he  gave  another  Inftance  of  the  infurmountable 
ObFinacy  of  his  Spirit ;  his  CJoaths  were  worn 
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out,  and  he  received  Notice,  that  at  a  Coffee- 
Houfe  fome  Cloaths  and  Linen  were  left  for  him; 
the  Perfon  who  fent  them,  did  not,  I  believe,  in¬ 
form  him  to  whom  he  was  to  be  obliged,  that  he 
might  fpare  the  Perplexity  of  acknowledging  the 
Benefit ;  but  though  the  Offer  was  fo  far  gene¬ 
rous,  it  was  made  with  fome  Negledl  of  Ceremo¬ 
nies  ;  which  Mr.  Savage  fo  much  refented,  that 
he  refufed  the  Prefent,  and  declined  to  enter  the 
Houfe,  till  the  Cloaths  that  had  been  defigned  for 
him  were  taken  away. 

His  Diftrefs  was  now  publickly  known,  and 
his  Friends,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  con¬ 
cert  fome  Meafures  for  his  Relief ;  and  one  of 
them  wrote  a  Letter  to  him,  in  which  he  expreffed 
his  Concern  for  the  miferable  withdrawing  of  his 
Penfion  ;  and  gave  him  Hopes  that,  in  a  fhort 
Time,  he  fhould  find  himfelf  fupplied  with  a 
Competence,  without  any  Dependence  on  thofe  little 
Creatures  which  wc  are  pleafed  to  call  the  Great. 

The  Scheme  propofed  for  this  happy  and  in¬ 
dependent  Subfiftence,  was,  that  he  fhould  retire 
into  Wales ,  and  receive  an  Allowance  of  Fifty 
Pounds  a  Year,  to  be  railed  by  a  Subfcription,  on 
which  he  was  to  live  privately  in  a  cheap  Place, 
without  afpiring  any  more  to  Affluence,  or  having 
any  farther  Care  of  Reputation. 

This  Offer  Mr.  Savage  gladly  accepted,  though 
with  Intentions  very  different  from  thofe  of  his 
Friends  ;  for  they  propofed,  that  he  fhould  con¬ 
tinue 
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tinue  an  Exile  from  London  for  ever,  and  fbend  all 
the  remaining  Part  of  his  Life  at  Swanfea  ;  but 
he  defigned  only  to  take  the  Opportunity,  which 
their  Scheme  offered  him,  of  retreating  for  a 
fhort  Time,  that  he  might  prepare  his  Play  for 
the  Stage,  and  his  other  Works  for  the  Prefs,  and 
then  to  return  to  London ,  to  exhibit  this  Tragedy, 
and  live  upon  the  Profits  of  his  own  Labour. 

With  regard  to  his  Works,  he  propofed  very 
great  Improvements,  which  would  have  required 
much  Time,  or  great  Application ;  and  when  he 
had  finifhed  them,  he  defigned  to  do  Juftice  to  his 
Subfcribers,  by  publifhing  them  according  to  his 
Propofals. 

As  he  was  ready  to  entertain  himfelf  with  fu¬ 
ture  Pleafures,  he  had  planned  out  a  Scheme  of 
Life  for  the  Country,  of  which  he  had  no  Know¬ 
ledge  but  from  Paftorals  and  Songs.  He  ima¬ 
gined,  that  he  fhould  be  tranfported  to  Scenes  of 
flowery  Felicity,  like  thofe  which  one  Poet  has 
refle&ed  to  another,  and  had  proje&ed  a  perpe¬ 
tual  Round  of  innocent  Pleafures,  of  which  he 
fuipedted  no  Interruption  from  Pride,  or  Igno¬ 
rance,  or  Brutality. 

With  thefe  Expectations  he  was  fo  enchanted, 
that  when  he  was  once  gently  reproached  by  a 
Friend  for  fubmitting  to  live  upon  a  Subfcription, 
and  advifed  rather,  by  a  refolute  Exertion  of  his 
Abilities,  to  fupport  himfelf,  he  could  not  bear 
to  debar  himfelf  from  the  Happinefs  which  was 

to 
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to  be  found  in  the  Calm  of  a  Cottage,  or  lofe  the 
Opportunity  of  liflening,  without  IntermifHon, 
to  the  Melody  of  the  Nightingale,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  was  to  be  heard  from  every  Bramble,  and 
which  he  did  not  fail  to  mention  as  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  Part  of  the  Happinefs  of  a  Country  Life. 

While  this  Scheme  was  ripening,  his  Friends 
dire&ed  him  to  take  a  Lodging  in  the  Liberties 
of  the  Fleet,  that  he  might  be  fecure  from  his 
Creditors,  and  fent  him  every  Monday  a  Guinea, 
which  he  commonly  fpent  before  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing,  and  trufted,  after  his  ufual  Manner,  the  re¬ 
maining  Part  of  the  Week  to  the  Bounty  of 
Fortune. 

Be  now  began  very  fenfibly  to  feel  the  Miferies 
of  Dependence  :  Thofe  by  whom  he  was  to  he 
fupported,  began  to  prefcribe  to  him  with  an  Air 
of  Authority,  which  he  knew  not  how  decently 
to  refent,  nor  patiently  to  bear  ;  and  he  foon  dif- 
eovered,  from  the  Condudl  of  mo  ft  of  his  Sub¬ 
scribers,  that  he  was  yet  in  the  Hands  of  Little 
Creatures. 

Of  the  Infolence  that  he  was  obliged  to  fuffer, 
he  gave  many  Indances,  of  which  none  appeared 
to  raife  his  Indignation  to  a  greater  Height,  than 
the  Method  which  was  taken  of  furnifhing  him 
with  Cloaths.  Indead  of  confulting  him,  and 
allowing  him  to  fend  to  a  Taylor  his  Orders  for 
what  they  thought  proper  to  allow  him,  they 
propofed  to  fend  for  a  Taylor  to  take  his  Mea- 

fure,. 
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fore,  and  then  to  confult  how  they  fhou'd  equip 
him. 

This  Treatment  was  not  very  delicate,  nor  was 
it  fuch  as  Savage  s  Humanity  would  have  fug¬ 
ged  to  him  on  a  like  Occafion  ;  but  it  had 
fcarcely  deferved  Mention,  had  it  not,  by  affect¬ 
ing  him  in  an  uncommon  Degree,  ftewn  the  Pe- 
culiarity  of  his  Character.  Upon  hearing  the 
Defign  that  was  formed,  he  came  to  the  Lodging 
or  a  I  nend,  with  the  molt  violent  Agonies  of 
R^tgc  j  and  being  alked  what  it  could  be  that  gave 
him  fuch  Difturbance,  he  replied,  with  the  utmoft 
Vehemence  of  Indignation,  “  That  they  had 
fent  for  a  Taylor  to  meafure  him.” 

How  the  Affair  ended,  was  never  enquired,  for 
fear  of  renewing  his  Uneafinefs.  It  is  probable, 
that,  upon  Recollection,  he  fubmitted  with  a  <?ood 
Grace  to  what  he  could  not  avoid,  and  that  he 
difeoveredno  Refentment  where  he  had  110  Power. 

He  was,  however,  not  humbled  to  implicit  and 
univerfal  Compliance  ;  for  when  the  Gentleman, 
who  had  firfl  informed  him  of  the  Defign  to  fup- 
port  him  by  a  Subfcription,  attempted  to  procure 
a  Reconciliation  with  the  Lord  Tyrconnel. ,  he  could 
by  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  comply  with 
the  Meafures  that  were  propofed. 

A  Letter  was  written  for  him  to  Sir  William 
Lemon,  to  prevail  upon  him  to  interpofe  his  good 
Ofhces  with  Lord  Tyrconnel ,  in  which  he  folicited 
Sir  Williams  Affiftance,  for  a  Man  who  realty 

needed 
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netucd  it  as  much  as  any  Man  could  well  do  ;  and 
infoirned  him,  that  he  was  retiring  for  ever  to  a 
Place  where  he  Jhould  no  more  trouble  his  Relations y 
Fy  lends ,  or  Enemies  ;  he  con  felled,  that  his  Paffion 
had  betrayed  him  to  fome  Conduct,  with  regard 
to  Lord  Fyrconnel ,  for  which  he  could  not  but  heartily 
afk  his  Pardon  ;  and  as  he  imagined  Lor d  Tyr- 
connel  s  Paflion  might  be  vet  fo  high,  that  he 
Would  not  receive  a  Letter  from  him ,  begg'd  that 
Sii  William  would  endeavour  to  (often  him  ;  and 
exprefled  his  Plopes,  that  he  would  comply  with 
his  Requeff,  and  that  fo  fmalla  Relation  would  not 
harden  his  Heart  againjl  him . 

^1  nat  any  Man  fhould  prefume  to  didlate  a 
Letter  to  him,  was  not  very  agreeable  to  Mr.  Sa- 
vage  ;  and  tnerefore  he  was,  before  he  hud  opened’ 
it,  not  much  inclined  to  approve  it.  But  when, 
he  read  it,  he  found  it  contained  Sentiments  en¬ 
tirely  oppofite  to  his  own,  and,  as  he  averted,  to 
the  i  ruth  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  copying  it, 
wrote  his  F  nend  a  Letter,  full  of  mafeuiine  Re- 
fentment,  and  warm  Exportations.  He  very 
jufHy  obferved,  that  the  Style  was  too  fupplica- 
tory,  and  the  Reprefentation  too  abjedf  ;  and  that 
he  ought  at  lead  to  have  made  him  complain  with 
the  Dignity  of  a  Gentleman  in  D  if  refs .  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  not  write  the  Paragraph  in 
which  he  was  to  afk  Lord  FyrconncVs  Pardon  ; 
for  he  defpifed  his  Par don ,  and  therefore%  could  not 
heartily ,  and  woidcl  not  hypocritically  afk  it.  He* 

remarked,, 
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remarked,  that  his  Friend  made  a  very  unreafon- 
able  Diftinff  ion  between  himfelf  and  him  ;  for, 
fays  he,  when  you  mention  Men  of  high  Rank  in 
your  oivn  Character,  they  are  thofie  little  Creatures 
whom  we  are  pleaded  to  call  the  Great  \  but  when 
you.addrefs  them  in  mine ,  no  Servility  is  fufK- 
ciently  humble.  He  then,  with  great  Propriety, 
explained  the  ill  Confequences  that  might  be  ex¬ 
pedited  from  fuch  a  Letter,  which  his  Relations 
would  print  in  their  own  Defence,  and  which 
wouid  for  ever  be  produced  as  a  full  Anfwer  to 
ail  that  he  fhould  allege  again#  them  ;  for  he  al¬ 
ways  intended  to  publifh  a  minute  Account  of 
the  Treatment  which  he  had  received.  It  is  to 
be  remembered,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Gentleman 
by  whom  this  Letter  was  drawn  up,  that  he 
yielded  to  Mr.  Savage's  Reafons,  and  agreed  that 
it  ought  to  be  fuppreiled. 

After  many  Alterations  and  Delays,  a  Sub- 
fciiption  was  at  length  railed,  which  did  not  a- 
mount  to  fifty  Pounds  a  \  ear,  though  twenty 
were  paid  by  one  Gentleman  ;  fuch  was  the  Gc- 
nerofity  of  Mankind,  that  what  had  been  done 
by  a  Player,  without  Solicitation,  could  not  now 
be  effetSfed  by  Application  and  Intereft ;  and  Sa~ 
vage  had  a  great  Number  to  court  and  to  obey, 
for  a  Penfion  lefs  than  that  which  Mrs.  Oldfield 
paid  him,  without  exa&ing  any  Servilities. 

Mr.  Savage  however  was  fatisfied,  and  willing 
to  retire;  and  was  convinced  that  the  Allow¬ 
ance, 
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ance,  though  fcanty,  would  be  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  for  him,  being  now  determined  to  com¬ 
mence  a  rigid  Oeconomid,  and  to  live  according 
to  the  ex  added:  Rules  of  Frugality  ;  for  nothing 
was,  in  his  Opinion,  more  contemptible  than  a 
Man,  who,  when  he  knew  his  Income,  exceeded 
it ;  and  yet  he  confefTed,  that  Indances  of  fuch 
lolly  were  too  common;  and  lamented,  that 
fome  Men  were  not  to  be  trufled  with  their  own 
Money- 

Full  of  thefe  falutary  Refolutions,  he  left  Lon- 
don,  in  July  1739,  having  taken  Leave,  with* 
great  1  enderneis,  of  his  Friends,  and  parted  from 
the  Author  of  this  Narrative  with  Tears  in  his 
Eyes.  He  was  furnifhed  wit^  fifteen  Guineas, 
and  informed,  that  they  would  be  fufKcient,  not 
only  for  the  Expence  of  his  Journey,  but  for  his 
Support  in  Wales  for  fome  Time  ;  and  that  there 
remained  but  little  more  of  the  fird  Collection. 
He  prornifed  a  dridt  Adherence  to  his  Maxims  of 
Parfimony,  and  went  away  in  the  Stage  Coach  ; 
nor  did  his  Friends  expedf  to  hear  from  him,  till 
he  informed  them  of  his  Arrival  at  Swanfea. 

But,  when  they  lead  expedted,  arrived  a  Let¬ 
ter,  dated  the  fourteenth  Day  after  his  Depar¬ 
ture,  in  which  he  fent  them  Word,  that  he  was 
yet  upon  the  Road,  and  without  Money  ;  and 
that  he  therefore  could  not  proceed  without  a 
Remittance.  They  then  fent  him  all  the  Money 
that  was  in  their  Hands,  with  which  he  was  en¬ 
abled: 
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:b'ed  to  reach  Brijlol ,  from  whence  he  was  to  go 
)wanfea  by  Water. 

At  Brijlol ,  he  found  an  Embargo  laid  upon 
he  Shipping,  fo  that  he  could  not  immediately 
obtain  a  Paffage ;  and  being  therefore  obliged  to 
tay  theie  fome  *T  ime,  he,  with  his  ufual  Felicity, 
ugratiated  himfelf  with  many  of  the  principal 
^habitants,  was  invited  to  their  Houfes,  diftin- 
uifhed  at  their  public  Feafts,  and  treated  with  a 
regard  that  gratified  his  Vanity,  and  therefore 
afily  engaged  his  Affedtion. 

He  began,  very  early  after  his  Retirement,  to 
om plain  of  the  Conduct  of  his  Friends  in  Lon - 
on,  and  irritated  many  of  them  fo  much  by  his 
setters,  that  they  withdrew,  however  honourably, 
leir  Contributions  ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  little 
lore  was  paid  him  than  the  twenty  Pounds  a 
rear,  which  were  allowed  him  by  the  Gentleman 
dio  propofed  the  Subfcription. 

After  fome  Stay  at  Brijol,  he  retired  to  Swan- 
a,  the  Place  originally  propofed  for  his  Refi- 
ence,  where  he  lived  about  a  Year,  very  much 
[Satisfied  with  the  Diminution  of  his  Salary  • 
ut  contracted,  as  in  other  Places,  Acquaintance 
nth  thofe  who  were  moft  ditinguifhed  in  that 
Country,  among  whom  he  has  celebrated  Mr. 
'owd  and  Mrs.  Jones ,  by  fome  Verfes  which  he 
iferted  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine. 

Here  he  compleated  his  Tragedy,  of  which  two 
ds  were  wanting  when  he  left  London ,  and  was 

defirous 
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dehrous  of  coming  to  Town  to  bring  it  upon  the 
Stage.  1  his  Defign  was  very  warmly  oppofed, 
and  he  was  advifed  by  his  chief  Benefactor  to 
put  it  into  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Thompfon  and  Mr. 
Mallet ,  that  it  might  be  fitted  for  the  Stage,  and 
to  allow  his  Friends  to  receive  the  Profits,  out  of 
which  an  annual  Penfion  fliould  be  paid  him. 

This  Propofal  he  rejedled  with  the  utmofl 
Contempt.  He  was  by  no  means  convinced, 
that  the  Judgment  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was  re¬ 
quired  to  fubmit,  was  fuperior  to  his  own.  He 
was  now  determined,  as  he  exp  re  fled  it,  to  be  no 
longer  kept  in  Leading-firings ,  and  had  no  elevated 
Idea  of  bis  'Bounty ,  who  propofed  to  penfon  him 
out  of  the  Profits  of  his  own  Labour . 

He  attempted  in  Wales  to  promote  a  Subfcrip- 
tion  for  his  Works,  and  had  once  Hopes  of  Suc- 
cefs  ;  but,  in  a  fhort  Time  afterwards,  formed  a 
Refolution  of  leaving  that  Part  of  the  Country, 
to  which  he  thought  it  not  reafonable  to  be  con¬ 
fined,  for  the  Gratification  of  thofe,  who  having 
promifed  him  a  liberal  Income,  had  no  fooner 
banifhed  him  to  a  remote  Corner,  than  they  re¬ 
duced  his  Allowance  to  a  Salary  fcarcely  equal 
to  the  Neceflities  of  Life. 

His  Refentment  of  this  Treatment,  which,  in 
his  own  Opinion,  at  leaf!,  he  had  not  defervea, 
was  fiich,  that  he  broke  off  all  Correfpondence 
with  inoft  of  his  Contributors,  and  appeared  to 
eonfider  them  as  Perfecutors  and  Oppreffors  \  and. 


in 
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in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Life,  declared,  that  their 
Conduft  toward  him,  fince  his  Departure  from 
London ,  had  been  Perfidioufnefs  improving  on  Per - 
fidioufnefs ,  and  Inhumanity  on  Inhumanity . 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Neceflities  of 
Mr.  Savage  did  not  fometimes  incite  him  to  fa- 
tirical  Exaggerations  of  the  Behaviour  of  thofe 
by  whom  he  thought  himfelf  reduced  to  them. 
But  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  Diminution  of 
his  Allowance  was  a  great  Hardfhip,  and,  that 
thofe  who  withdrew  their  Subfcription  from  a 
Man,  who,  upon  the  Faith  of  their  Promife,  had 
yone  into  a  Kind  of  Banifhment,  and  abandoned 
all  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  before  relieved  in 
Diftrefies,  will  find  it  no  ealy  Tfafk  to  vindi- 
:ate  their  Condu£L 

It  may  be  alleged,  and,  perhaps,  juftly,  that 
le  was  petulant  and  contemptuous,  that  he  more 
frequently  reproached  his  Subfcribers  for  not 
giving  him  more,  than  thanked  them  for  what  he 
lad  received  ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
his  Conduct,  and  this  is  the  worft  Charge  that 
:an  be  drawn  up  againft  him,  did  them  no  real 
njury ;  and  that  it,  therefore,  ought  rather  to 
lave  been  pitied  than  refented  ;  at  leaf!,  the  Re- 
entment  that  it  might  provoke  ought  to  have 
>een  generous  and  manly ;  Epithets  which  his 
^ondudl  will  hardly  deferve,  that  ftarves  the  Man 

idiom  he  has  perfuaded  to  put  himfelf  into  his 
^wer. 


It 
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It  might  have  been  reafonably  demanded  by 
Savage,  that- they  fhould,  before  they  had  taken 
away  what  they  prom i fed,  have  replaced  him  in 
his  former  State  ;  that  they  fhould  have  taken  no 
Advantages  from  the  Situation  to  which  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  their  Kindnefs  had  reduced  him  ;  and 
that  he  fhould  have  been  re-called  to  London ,  be¬ 
fore  he  was  abandoned.  He  might  juftly  repre- 
fent,  that  he  ought  to  have  been  confidered  as  a 
Lion  in  the  Toils,  and  demand  to  be  releafed  be¬ 
fore  the  Dogs  fhould  be  loofed  upon  him. 

He  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  releafe  himfelf,  and 
with  an  Intent  to  return  to  London ,  went  to 
Brlftol ,  where  a  Repetition  of  the  Kindnefs  which 
he  had  formerly  found,  invited  him  to  flay.  He 
was  not  only  careffed  and  treated,  but  had  a  Col¬ 
lection  made  for  him  of  about  thirty  Pounds, 
with  which  it  had  been  happy  if  he  had  imme¬ 
diately  departed  for  London*,  but  his  Negligence 
did  not  fuffer  him  to  confider,  that  fuch  Proofs 
of  Kindnefs  were  not  often  to  be  expected,  and 
that  this  Ardour  of  Benevolence  was,  in  a  great 
Degree,  the  Effect  of  Novelty,  and  might,  pro¬ 
bably,  be  every  Day  lefs  ;  and  therefore  he  took 
no  Care  to  improve  the  happy  Time,  but  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  one  Favour  to  hope  for  another,  till 
at  length  Generofity  was  exhaufled,  and  Oni- 
cioufnefs  wearied. 

Another  Part  of  his  Mifconduct  was  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  prolonging  his  Vifits,  t®  unfeafonable 

Hours, 
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flours,  and  di (concerting  all  the  Families  into 
which  he  was  admitted.  This  was  an  Error  in 
a  Place  of  Commerce,  which  all  the  Charms  of 
his  Converfation  could  not  compenfate  ;  for  what 
Trader  would  purchafe  fuch  airy  Satisfaction  by 
the  Lofs  of  folid  Gain,  which  mud  be  the  Con- 
fequence  of  Midnight  Merriment,  as  thofe  Hours 
which  were  gained  at  Night,  were  generally  loft 
in  the  Morning  ? 

Thus  Mr.  Savage,  after  the  Curiofity  of  the 
Inhabitants  were  gratified,  found  the  Number  of 
his  Friends  daily  decreafing,  perhaps  without  fuf- 
peding  for  what  Reafon  their  Conduct  was  al¬ 
tered,  for  he  ftill  continued  to  harrafs,  with  his 
nocturnal  Intrufions,  tho/e  that  yet  countenanced 
him,  and  admitted  him  to  their  Houfes. 

But  he  did  not  fpend  all  the  Time  of  his  Re/I- 
dence  at  Brijiol,  in  Vifits  or  at  Taverns;  for  he 
lbmetimes  returned  to  his  Studies,  and  began  fe- 
veral  confiderable  Defigns.  When  he  felt  an  In¬ 
clination  to  write,  he  always  retired  from  the 
Knowledge  of  his  Friends,  and  lay  hid  in  an  ob-  l  ; 

fcure  Part  of  the  Suburbs,  till  he  found  hinifelf  I 

again  defirous  of  Company,  to  which  it  is  likely 

that  Intervals  of  Abfence  made  him  more  wel¬ 
come. 

He  was  always  full  of  his  Defign  of  returning 
to  London,  to  bring  his  Tragedy  upon  the  Sta<re 
but  having  neglected  to  depart  with  the  Moncv 
that  was  raifed  for  him,  he  could  not  afterwards 

H 

procure 
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procure  a  Sum  fufficient  to  defray  the  Expences 
of  his  Journey  ;  nor,  perhaps,  would  a  frefh  Sup- 
<P]y  ^ave  had  any  other  Effect,  than,  by  putting 
immediate  Pleafures  in  his  Power,  to  have  driven 
the  Thoughts  of  his  Journey  out  of  his  Mind. 

While  he  was  thus  fpending  the  Day  in  con¬ 
triving  a  Scheme  for  the  Morrow,  Diftrefs  dole 
upon  him  by  imperceptible  Degrees.  His  Con- 
dud  had  already  wearied  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
at  drft  enamoured  of  his  Convention  ;  but  he 
might,  perhaps,  have  {till  devolved  to  others, 
whom  he  might  have  entertained  with  equal  Suc- 
cefs,  had  not  the  Decay  of  his  Cloaths  made  it 
no  longer  confident  with  their  Vanity  to  admit 
him  to  their  Tables,  or  to  affociate  with  him  in 
publick  Places.  He  now  began  to  find  every 
Man  from  home  at  whofe  Houfe  he  called  ;  and 
was,  therefore,  no  longer  able  to  procure  theNe- 
ceffaries  of  Life,  but  wandered  about  the  Town, 
flighted  and  negleded,  in  queft  of  a  Dinner,  which 
he  did  not  always  obtain. 

To  complete  his  Mifery,  he  was  perfued  by 
the  Officers  for  fmall  Debts  which  he  had  con- 
traded  ;  and  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  the  fmall  Number  of  Friends  from  whom 
he  had  dill  Reafon  to  hope  for  Favours.  His 
Cudom  was,  to  lie  in  Bed  the  greated  Part  of 
the  Day,  and  to  go  out  in  the  Dark  with  the  ut- 
moft  Privacy,  and  after  having  paid  his  Vifit,  re¬ 
turn 
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turn  again  before  JVTorning  to  his  Lodging,  which 
was  in  the  Garret  of  an  obfcure  Inn. 

Being  thus  excluded  on  one  hand,  and  con¬ 
fined  on  the  other,  he  fufFered  the  utmoft  Extre¬ 
mities  of  Poverty,  and  often  failed  fo  long  that 
he  was  feized  with  Faintnefs,  and  had  loft  his 
Appetite,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  Smell  of 

Meat,  ’till  the  Adion  of  his  Stomach  was  re- 
ftored  by  a  Cordial. 

In  this  Diftrefs,  he  received  a  Remittance  of 
dty  Pounds  from  London ,  with  which  he  provided 
himfelf  a  decent  Coat,  and  determined  to  go  to 
London,  but  unhappily  fpent  his  Money  at  a  fa- 
vounte  Tavern.  Thus  was  he  again  confined  to 
BrtJ.ol,  where  he  was  every  Day  hunted  by  Bai- 
hfis.  In  this  Exigence  he  once  more  found  a 
friend,  who  iheltered  him  in  his  Houfe,  though 
at  the  ufual  Inconveniences  with  which  his  Com¬ 
pany  was  attended  ;  for  he  could  neither  be  per- 

fuaded  to  go  to  bed  in  the  Night,  nor  to  rife  in 
the  Day. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  in  thefe  various  Scenes  of 
Mnery,  he  was  always  difengaged  and  chearful  ; 
he  at  fome  Times  perfued  his  Studies,  and  at  o 
thers  continued  or  enlarged  his  epillolary  Corre- 
fpondence  ;  nor  was  he  ever  fo  far  dejeded,  as  to 
endeavour  to  procure  an  Increafe  of  his  Allow- 

»dX,ro“L:,hw  th“  *****> 
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He  had  now  no  longer  any  Hopes  of  Aflidance 
f.om  his  friends  at  Brijiol,  who,  as  Merchants, 
and  by  Confequence  diffidently  ftudious  of  Profit, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  looked  with  much 
Companion  upon  Negligence  and  Extravagance, 
or  to  think  any  Excellence  equivalent  to  a  Fault 
offuch  Confequence  as  Negleft  of  Oeconomy. 
It  is  natural  to  imagine,  that  many  of  tbofe  who 
would  have  relieved  his  real  Wants,  were  dis¬ 
couraged  from  the  Exertion  of  their  Benevolence, ' 
by  Obfervation  of  the  Ufe  which  was  made  of 
their  Favours,  and  Conviftion  that  Relief  would 
only  ,  be  momentary,  and  that  the  fame  Neceffity 
would  quickly  return. 

At  lad  he  quitted  the  Houfe  of  his  Friend,  and 
returned  to  his  Lodging  at  the  Inn,  dill  intending 
to  fet  out  in  a  few  Lays  for  London  ;  but  on  the 
1  oth  of  January ,  1 742-3,  having  been  at  Supper 
with  two  of  his  Friends,  he  was,  at  his  Return  to 
his  Lodgings,  arreded  for  a  Debt  of  about  eight 
Pounds,  which  he  owed  at  a  Coffee-Houfe,  and 
conduced  to  the  Houfe  of  a  Sheriff’s  Officer. 
The  Account  which  he  gives  of  this  Misfortune, 
in  a  Letter  to  one  of  the  Gentlemen  with  whom 
he  had  fupped,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted. 

“  It  was  not  a  little  unfortunate  for  me,  that 
<c  I  fpent  yefterday’s  Evening  with  you  ;  becaufe 
<c  the  Hour  hindered  me  from  entering  on  my  new 
44  Lodging  ;  however,  I  have  now  got  one  ;  but 
£C  fuch  an  one,  as  I  believe  Nobody  would  chufe. 

“  J  was 
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44  I  was  arreded  at  the  Suit  of  Mrs.  Read ,  juft: 

«  as  I  was  going  up  Stairs  to  Bed,  at  Mr.  Bow- 
44  v^r’s  ;  but  taken  in  fo  private  a  Manner,  that 
44  I  believe  Nobody  at  the  White  Lyon  is  appiifed 
44  of  it.  Though  I  let  the  Officers  know  tho, 
44  Strength  (or  rather  Weaknefs  of  my  Pocket) 

44  yet  they  treated  me  with  the  utmoft  Civility  ; 

44  and  even  when  they  conducted  me  to  Confine- 
44  ment,  it  was  in  fuchr  a  Manner,  that  I  veriiy 
44  believe  I  could  have  efcaped,  which  I  would 
44  rather  be  ruined  than  have  done;  notwith- 
44  franding  the  whole  Amount  of  my  Finances 
44  was  but  three  Pence  half-penny. 

44  In  the  firft  Place,  I  mud:  in  fid,  that  you  will 

44  induflrioufly  conceal  this  from  Mrs.  <S - s; 

44  becaufe  I  would  not  have  her  good  Nature 
44  fuffer  that  Pain,  which,  I  know,  die  would  be 
44  apt  to  feel  on  this  Occafton. 

44  Next  I  conjure  you,  dear  Sir,  by  all  the 
44  Ties  of  Friendfhip,  by  no  means  to  have  one 
44  uneafy  Thought  on  my  Account ;  but  to  have 
44  the  fame  Pleafantrv  of  Countenance,  and  un- 
44  ruffled  Serenity  of  Mind,  which  (God  be 
44  praifed  !)  I  have  in  this,  and  have  had  in  a 
44  much  feverer  Calamity.  Furthermore,  I  charge 
44  you,  if  you  value  my  Friendfhip  as  truly  as  I 
44  do  yours,  not  to  utter,  or  even  harbour,  the 
44  lead  Refentment  againd  Mrs.  Read,  I  believe 
44  fhe  has  ruined  me,  but  I  freely  forgive  her  ; 
44  and  (though. I  will  never  more  have  any  Intr- 

II  3  44  macy 
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u  tTe7/h U  her)  WOuId’  aC  a  due  Tiflance,  ra- 

“  T  afll  °  ,  Cr  ,3n  A<£i  °f  §ood  than  i]1  Will. 
«  comJ’  /Paraon  the  Expreffion)  I  abfoiuieiy- 
«  command  you  not  to  offer  me  any  pecuniary 

«  Z  Vor  t0  attempt  §ettijlg  me  any from 

„  0 7  0ne  0f  >'ou'  F^-  At  another  Time, 

“  Fi;7i  Ty  °£ller  (--)cca^orl>  you  may,  dear 
t<  .  "nd>  be  weI1  affured,  I  would  rather  write 
u  ?  Y°U,  10  the  fubmiffive  Stile  of  a  Requeff, 
^han  that  of  a  peremptory  Command. 

{{  “  H°Wever’  that  mY  truly  valuable  Friend 

„  may  n°£  th,nk  1  am  too  proud  to  afk  a  Fa- 

■  i  p°Ur>  et  mc  entreat  you  to  let  me  have  your 

<t  7y7  attend  me  f°r  this  Day,  not  only  for 

„  ,  16  'ake  ,°f  /3v,ng  me  ths  Expence  of  Porters, 

out  for  the- Delivery  of  fome  Letters  to  People 

“  ^'ho/e  Namcs  1  wouId  not  have  known  to 
“  ctrano-ers. 

O 

Fhe  civil  Treatment  I  have  thus  far  met 

“  ',r0m.  ,tb°fe’  ,Wh°fe  PnToacr  1  am>  makes  me 
-  t.iankful  to  the  Almighty,  that  though  He  has 

“  thought  fit  to  vifit  me  (on  my  Binh-night 
“  Wlth  Afflidion  ;  yet  (fuch  is  his  great  Good- 
“  "efs!)  my  Afflidion  is  not  without  alleviating 
‘‘  Eircumftances.  I  murmur  not,  but  am  all 
“  Refignation  to  the  Divine  mil.  As  to  the 
“  World’  1  Eope  that  I  fliall  be  endued  by  Hea- 
“  ven  with  that  Prefence  of  Mind,  that'  ferene 
“  Dignity  in  Misfortune,  that  conftitutes  the 
*  Charader  of  a.  true  Nobleman  ;  a  Dignity  far 

beyond 
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«c  beyond  that  of  Coronets ;  a  Nobility  arifing 


from  the  juft  Principles  of  Philofophy,  refined 


“  and  exalted  by  thofe  of  Chriftianity.” 

He  continued  five  Days  at  the  Officer's,  in 
hopes  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  procure  Bail,  and 


avoid  the  Neceftity  of  going  to  Prifon.  The 


State  in  which  he  palled  his  Time,  and  the  Treat¬ 
ment  which  he  received,  are  very  juftly  exprefted 
by  him  in  a  Letter  which  he  wrote  to  a  Friend  : 


The  whole  Day,  foys  /;r,  has  been  employed 


“  in  various  People’s  filling  my  Head  with  their 
66  foolifh  chimerical  Syftems,  which  has  obliged 
me  coolly  (as  far  as  Nature  will  admit)  to  di- 
geft,  and  accommodate  inyfelf  to,  every  dif- 


ferent  Perfon’s  way  of  thinking;  hurried  from 


<(  one  wild  Syftem  to  another,  ’till  it  has  quite 
u  made  a  Chaos  of  my  Imagination,  and  nothing 


*c  done - Promifed —  Difappointed* — -Ordered 


to  fend  every  Hour,  from  one  Part  of  the  Town 

4C  to  the  other.” - 

When  his  Friends,  who  had  hitherto  carefted 
and  applauded,  found,  that  to  give  Bail,  and  pay 
the  Debt,  was  the  fame,  they  all  refufed  to  pre- 
ferve  him  from  a  Prifon,  at  the  Expence  of  Eight 
Pounds  ;  and  therefore,  after  having  been  for 
fome  Time  at  the  Officer’s  Houfe,  at  an  immenfe 
Expence ,  as  he  obferves  in  his  Letter,  he  was  at 
length  removed  to  Newgate . 

This  Expence  he  was  enabled  to  fupport,  by 
the  Generofity  of  Mr.  Najh  at  Batby  who,,  upon 


receiving 
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receiving  from  him  an  Account  of  his  Condition, 
me  lately  fent  him  five  Guineas,  and  promifed 

Interell  °tC  ^  SubfcriPtio»  at  Bath,  with  all  his 

By  his  Removal  to  Newgate,  he  obtained  at 
leaf  a  Freedom  from  Sufpenfe,  and  Reft  from  the 
difturbing  Viciffitudcs  of  Hope  and  Difappoint- 
ent ,  he  now  found  that  his  Friends  were  only 
Companions,  who  were  willing  to  fhare  his  Gai- 
«y,  but  not  to  partake  of  his  Misfortunes  ;  and 
t  tercforc  he  no  longer  expected.  any  Afliftance 
i  rom  them. 

It  muft  however  be  obferved  of  one  Gentle¬ 
man,  that  he  offered  to  releafe  him  by  paying  the 

P.ebt  ’  that  Mr.  Stow  would  not  L%nt, 
l-  luppofe,  becaufe  he  thought  he  had  been  before 
too  bur  then  fome  to  him. 

„  He  was  offered  by  fome  of  his  Friends,  that  a 
Collection  Ihould  be  made  for  his  Enlargement, 
out  he  treated  the  Propofol,  and  declared  *,  that 
he  fiould  again  treat  it,  with  Difdain.  Js  to 
writing  any  mendicant  Letters,  he  had  too  high  a 
Spirit,  and  determined  only  to  write  to  fome  Mini- 
jlers  of  State,  to  try  to  regain  his  Penfion. 

He  continued  to  complain  +  of  thofe  that  had 
fent  him  into  the  Country,  and  objected  to  them, 
that  he  had  loft- the  Profits  of  his  Play,  which  had 
been  finijhed  to:  ee  Years  ;  and,  in  another  Letter, 

i  1  a  Letter  after  his  Confinement, 
f  Letter  Jan.  15. 
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declares  his  Refolution  to  publifh  a  Pamphlet* 
that  the  World  might  know  how  he  had  been  ufcd. 

This  Pamphlet  was  never  written,  for  he  in  a! 
very  fhort  Time  recovered  his  ufual  Tranquillity, 
and  chearfully  applied  himfelf  to  more  inoffenfive 
Studies.  He  indeed  fleadily  declared,  that  he 
was  promifed  an  yearly  Allowance  of  fifty  Pounds',' 
and  never  received  half  the  Sum  ;  hut  he  teemed 
to  refign  himfelf  to  that,  as  well  as  to  other  Mif- 
fortunes,  and  lofe  the  Remembrance  of  it  in  his 
Amufements  and  Employments. 

The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  he  bore  his  Con¬ 
finement,  appears  from  the  following  Letter, 
which  he  wrote,  January  30,  to  one  of  his  Friends, 
in  London . 

“  I  now  write  to  you  from  my  Confinement 
44  in  Newgate ,  where  I  have  been  ever  fince  ALon~ 
“  day  laft  was  fev’n-night ;  and  where  I  enjoy 
54  myfelf  with  much  more  Tranquillity  than  I 
c i  have  known  for  upwards  of  a  Twelvemonth 
44  paft  ;  having  a  Room  entirely  to  myfelf,  and 
44  perfuing  the  Amu  foment  of  my  poetical  Stu- 
44  dies,  uninterrupted,  and  agreeable  to  my 
44  Mind.  I- thank  the  Almighty,  I  am  now  all 
44  collected  in  myfelf;  and  though  my  Perfon  is 
44  in  Confinement,  my  Mind  can  expatiate  on 
44  ample  and  ufeful  Subjects,  with  all  the  Free¬ 
dom  imaginable.  I  am  now  more  converfant 
44  with  the  Nine  than  ever;  and  if,  inftead  of  a 
44  Newgate  Bird,  I  may  be  allowed  to  be  a  Bird 

H  5,  o£t 
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“  of  the  Mufes,  I  affine  you,  Sir,  I  fing  very 
freely  in  my  Cage  ;  fometimes  indeed  in  the 
plaintive  Notes  of  the  Nightingale  ;  but,  atr 
others,  in  the  chearful  Strains  of  the  Lark - 

In  another  Letter  he  obferves,  that  he  ranges 
from  one  Subjedl  to  another,  without  confining 
himfelf  to  any  particular  Tafk,  and  that  he  was 
employed  one  Week  upon  one  Attempt,  and  the 
next  upon  another. 

Surely  the  Fortitude  of  this  Man  deferves,  at 
leafl,  to  be  mentioned  with  Applaufe ;  and  what¬ 
ever  Faults  may  be  imputed  to  him,  the  Virtue  of 
fujfering  well  cannot  be  denied  him.  The  two 
Powers  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  Eplftetus ,  con- 
flitute  a  wife  Man,  are  thofe  of  bearing  and  for¬ 
bearing i*,  which  cannot  indeed  be  affirmed  to  have 
been  equally  pofleffed  by  Savage ;  but  it  was  too 
manifeft,  that  the  W ant  of  one  obliged  him  very 
frequently  to  pradlife  the  other. 

He  was  treated  by  Mr.  Dagg ,  the  Keeper  of 
the  Prifon,  with  great  Humanity  ;  was  fupported 
by  him  at  his  own  Table  without  any  Certainty 
of  Recompence  ;  had  a  Room  to  himfelf,  to 
which  he  could  at  any  Time  retire  from  all  Dif- 
turbance*  was  allowed  to  Rand  at  the  Door  of 
the  Prifon,  and  fometimes  taken  out  into  the 
Fields  ;  fo  that  he  fuffered  fewer  Hardfhips  in  the 
Prifon,  than  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  undergo, 
in  the  greatefl  Part  of  his  Life. 
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The  Keeper  did  not  confine  his  Benevolence 
to  a  gentle  Execution  of  his  Office,  but  made- 
feme  Overtures  to  the  Creditor  for  his  Releafe, 
though  without  Effedl  ;  and  continued,  during 
the  whole  Time  of  his  Imprifonment,  to  treat 
him  with  the  utmoft  Tendernefs  and  Civility. 

Virtue  is  undoubtedly  moft  laudable  in  that: 
State  which  makes  it  moft  difficult ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Humanity  of  a  Goaler  certainly  deferves 
this  public  Atteftation  ;  and  the  Man  whofe  Heart 
has  not  been  hardened  by  fuch  an  Employment, 
may  be  juftly  propofed  as  a  Pattern  of  Benevo¬ 
lence.  If  an  Infcription  was  once  engraved  jto  the 
honeft  Toll- gatherer^  lefs  Honours  ought  not  to  be 
paid  to  the  tender  Goaler .. 

Mr.  Savage  very  frequently  received  Vifits,. 
and  fometimes  Prefents  from  his  Acquaintances, 
but  they  did  not  amount  to  a  Subfiftence,  for  the 
greater  Part  of  which  he  was  indebted  to  the  Ge- 
nerofity  of  this  Keeper  ;  but  thefe  Favours,  how¬ 
ever  they  might  endear  to  him  the  particular 
Perfons  from  whom  he  received  them,  were  very 
far  from  impreffing  upon  his  Mind  any  advan¬ 
tageous  Ideas  of  the  People  of  Briftol  \  and  there¬ 
fore  he  thought  he  could  not  more  properly  erm~ 
ploy  himfelf  in  Prifon,  than  in  writing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Poem. 

H  6  EON- 
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LONDON  and  B  R  I  S  T  O  L 

Delineated  *. 

WO  Sea-port-  Cities  mark  Britannia^ 
Fame, 

And  thefe  from  Commerce  different  Honours 
claim. 


What  different  Honours  fhall  the  Mufes  pay, 
While  one  infpires,  and  one  untunes  the  Lay  r 
Now  filter  Ifis  bright’ning  flows  along. 
Echoing  from  Oxford's  Shore  each  claffic  Song; 
Then  weds  with  Tame  ;  and  thefe,  O  London," fee 
Swelling  with  naval  Pride,  the  Pride  of  Thee  ! 
Wide,  deep,,  unfullied Thames  meand’ring  glides, 
And  bears  thy  Wealth  on  mild  majeftic  T  ides.  ’ 
Thy  Ships,  with  gilded  Palaces  that  vie, 

In  glitt’ring  Pomp,  ftrike  wond’ring  China's  Eye-, 
And  thence  returning  bear,  in  fplendid  State, ' 
To  Bi  itain  s  Merchants,  India's  eaftern  Freight. 
India,  her  Treafures  from  her  weftern  Shores, 
Due  at  thy  Feet,  a  willing  Tribute  pours  ; 

Thy  warring  Navies  diftant  Nations  awe, 

And  bid  the  World  obey  thy  righteous  Lawn 
Thus  foine  thy  manly  Sons  of  lib’ral  Mind, 

Thy  Change  deep-bufied,  yet  as  Courts  refln’d  ; 
Councils  like  Senates  that  enforce  Debate, 

With  fluent  Eloquence,  and  Reafon’s  Weight : 


*  The  Author  preferred  this  Title  to  that  of  London 
and  Brcfol  compared-,  which,  when  he  began  the  Piece 
fie  intended  to  prefix  to  it,  , 

WFofc 
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Whofe  Patriot  Virtue,  lawlefs  Pow’r  controuls  ; 
Their  Britijh  emulating  Roman  Souls. 

Of  thefe  the  worthieH  Hill  feledied  Hand, 

Still  lead  the  Senate,  and  Hill  have  the  Land. 

Social,  not  felfifh,  here,  O  Learning,  trace 
Thy  Friends,  the  Lovers  of  all  human  Race  l 

In  a  dark  Bottom  funk,  O  Rriftoi ,  now. 

With  native  Malice  lift  thy  low’ring  Brow  ! 

Then  as  fome  Hell-born  Sprite,  in  mortal  Guife, 
Borrows  the  Shape  of  Goodnefs,  and  belies, 

All  fair,  all  fmug,  to  yon  proud  Hall  invite, 

1  o  feaH  all  Strangers,  ape  an  Air  polite  ! 

From  Cambria  drain'd,  or  England's  wcHernt' 
CoaH, 

Not  elegant,  yet  coHly  Banquets  boaH  ! 

Revere,  or  feem  tne  Stranger  to  revere  ; 

1  raife,  fawn,  profefs,  be  all  things  but  finccre  y 
Infidious  now,  our  Bofom  Secrets  Heal, 

And  thefe  with  fly  farcaftic  Sneer  reveal. 

Prefent  we  meet  thy  fneajeing  treacherous  Smiles  3 
The  harmlefs  Abfent  Hill  thy  Sneer  reviles  3 
Such  as  in  Thee  all  Parts  fuperior  find  ; 

The  Sneer  that  marks  the  Fool  and  Knave  com¬ 
bin’d. 

When  melting  Pity  would  afford  Relief, 
Theruthlefs  Sneer,  that  Infult  adds  to  Grief. 
What  F riendfhip  can’ll  thou  boaH  ?  What  Ho¬ 
nours  claim  ? 

To  thee  each  Stranger  owes  an  injur’d  Name. 

What 
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What  Smiles  thy  Sons  mud  in  their  Foes  excite ! 
Thy  Sons,  to  whom  all  Difcord  is  Delight; 
From  whom  eternal  mutual  Railing  flows ; 

Who  in  each  others  Crimes  their  own  expofe  : 
Thy  Sons,  tho’  crafty,  deaf  to  Wifdom’s  Call ; 
Defpifing  all  Men,  and  defpis’d  by  all  : 

Sons,  while  thy  Cliffs  a  ditch-like  River  laves. 
Rude  as  thy  Rocks,  and  muddy  as  thy  Waves  ; 

Of  Thoughts  as  narrow,  as  of  Words  immenfe  ; 
As  full  of  Turbulence,  as  void  of  Senfe. 

Thee,  Thee  what  Senatorial  Souls  adorn  ? 

Thy  Natives  fure  would  prove  a  Senate’s  Scorn. 
Do  Strangers  deign  to  ferve  Thee,  what  their 
Praife  ? 

Their  generous  Services  thy  Murmurs  raife. 
What  Fiend  malign,  that  o’er  thy  Air  prefldes, 
Around  from  Bread  to  Bread  inherent  glides, 
And,  as  he  glides,  there  fcatters  in  a  Trice 
The  lurking  Seeds  of  every  rank  Device? 

Let  foreign  Youths  to  thy  Indentures  run  ! 

Each,  each  will  prove,  in  thy  adopted  Son, 
Proud,  pert,  and  dull* — Tho’  brilliant  once  from 
Schools, 

Will  fcorn  all  Learning’s  as  all  Virtue’s  Rules ; 
And,  tho’  by  Nature  friendly,  honed:,  brave, 
Turn  a  fly,  felflfh,  fimp’ring,  (harping  Knave. 
Boaft  petty  Courts,  where,  ’dead  of  fluent  Eafe, 
Of  cited  Precedents,  and  learned  Pleas  ; 

’Stead  of  fao-e  Counfel  in  the  dubious  Caufe, 
Attorneys,  chattering  wild,  burlefque  the  Laws. 


(  i59  ) 

So  fhamelefs  Quacks,  who  Dodtors’  Rights  invadej.. 
Of  Jargon  and  of  Poifon  form  a  Trade. 

So  canting  Coblers,  while  from  Tubs  they  teach. 
Buffoon  the  Gofpel  they  pretend  to  preach. 

Boaft  petty  Courts,  whence  Rules  new  Rigour 
draw, 

Unknown  to  Nature’s  and  to  Statute  Law ; 

Quirks  that  explain  all  faving  Rights  away, 

To  give  th’  Attorney  and  the  Catch-poll  Prey. 

Is  there  where  Law  too  rig’rous  may  defcend. 

Or  Charity  her  kindly  Hand  extend, 

Thy  Courts,  that  (hut  when  Pity  would  redrefs-. 
Spontaneous  open  to  inflict  Diftrefs. 

Try  Mifdemeanors  ! — all  thy  Wiles  employ. 

Not  to  chaftife  th'  Offender,  but  deflroy. 

Bid  the  large  lawlefs  Fine  his  Fate  foretell  ; 

Bid  it  beyond  his  Crime  and  Fortune  fweih 
Cut  off  from  Service  due  to  kindred  Blood,, 

To  private  Welfare  and  to  public  Good, 

Pitied  by  all,  but  thee,  he  fentenc’d  lies  ;.] 
Imprifon’d  languifhes,  imprifon’d  dies, 
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Boaft  fwarming  Veffels,  whofe  Plebeian 

State 

Owes  not  to  Merchants  but  Mechanics  Freight. 

Boaft 
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Eoaft  nought  but  PedlarFleets— In  War's  Alarms, 
Unknown  to  Glory,  as  unknown  to  Arms. 

Eoaft  thy  bafe  *  Tolfey,  and  thy  turn-fpit  Dogs; 
Thy  f  Hallier's  Horfes,  and  thy  human  Hogs  : 
Upftarts  and  Mufhrooms,  proud,  relentlefs  Hearts ; 
Thou  Blank  of  Sciences  !  Thou  Dearth  of  Arts  ! 
Such  Foes  as  Learning  once  was  doom’d  to  fee  ; 
HioiSy  Goths ,  and  Vandals^  were  but  Types  of 
Thee. 

Proceed,  great  Brijlol,  in  all-righteous  Ways*. 
And  let  one  Juftice  heighten  yet  thy  Praife  : 
StillTpare  the  Catamite,  and  fwinge  the  Whore, 
And  be  whate’er  Go?norrah  was  before. 

When  he  had  brought  this  Poem  to  its  prefent 
State,  which,  without  confidering  the  Chafm,  is 
not  perfedl,  he  wrote  to  London  an  Account  of 
his  Defign,  and  informed  his  Friend,  that  he  was 
determined  to  print  it  with  his  Name  ;  but  en¬ 
joined  him  not  to  communicate  his  Intention  to 
his  Briftol  Acquaintance.  The  Gentleman,  fur- 
prifed  at  his  Refolution,  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
him  from  publifhing  it,  at  lead:  from  prefixing 
his  Name;  and  declared,  that  he  could  not  re¬ 
concile  the  Injunction  of  Secrecy  with  his  Refo- 

*  A  Place  where  the  Merchants  ufed  to  meet  to 
tranfaft  their  Affairs,  before  the  Exchange  was  ere61ed. 

t  Halliers  are  the  Perfons  who  drive  or  own  the 
Sledges,  which  are  here  ufed  inftead  of  Carts. 
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lution  to  own  it  at  its  fir  ft  Appearance.  To 
this,  Mr.  Savage  returned  an  Anfwer,  agreeable 
to  his  Character,  in  the  following  Terms. 

“  I  received  yours  this  Morning,  and  not  witlr- 
out  a  little  Surprize  at  the  Contents.  To  an- 
u  fwer  a  Queftiou  with  a  Queftion,  you  afk  me 
concerning  London  and  BriJJol ,  TVhy  will  I  add 
“  delineated  ?  Why  did  Mr.  IVoolaji.  on  add  the 
fame  Word  to  his  Religion  of  Nature?  I  fup- 
pole  that  it  was  his  Will  and  Fleafurc  to  add. 
it  in  his  Cafe  j  and  it  is  mine  to  do  fo  in  my 
“  Own.  You  are  pleafed  to  tell  me,  that  you 
undeiftand  not  why  Secrecy  is  enjoined,  and 
“  yet  I  intend  to  fet  my  Name  to  it.  My  An- 
“  fwer  is — I  have  my  private  Reafons  ;  which  I 
*'  am  not  obliged  to  explain  to  any  one.  You 

“  doubt>  m7  Friend  Mr.  5 - would  not  ap- 

“  Prove  it— And  what  is  it  to  me  whether  he 
“  does  or  not  ?  Do  you  imagine  that  Mr.  S— 
“  is  to  dictate  tome?  If  any  Man,  who  calls 
nimfelr  my  Friend,  fhould  aflume  fuch  an  Air, 
“  I  would  fpurn  at  his  Friend  (hip  with  Con-.' 
“  temPt-  You  fay,  I  feern  to  think  fo,  by  not 
“  letting  him  know  it— And  fuppofe  I  do,  what 
“  tben  ?  Perhaps  i  can  give  Reafons  for  that 
Difapprobation,  very  foreign  from  what  you 
would  imagine.  You  go  on  in  faying,  fup¬ 
pofe  I  fhould  not  put  my  Name  to  it _ My 

“  Anfwer  is>  that  I  will  not  fuppofe  any  fuch 
“  rillng>  being  determined  to  the  contrary 

u  Neither 
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“  Neither,  Sir,  would  I  have  you  fuppofe,  that 
cc  I  applied  to  you  for  Want  of  another  Prefs  r 
iC  Nor  would  I  have  you  imagine,  that  I  owe 
<c  Mr.  S - Obligations  which  I  do  not.” 


Such  was  his  Imprudence,  and  fuch  his  obfli- 
Rate  Adherence  to  his  own  Refolutions,  how¬ 
ever  abfurd.  A  Piifoner  !  fupported  by  Charity  ! 
and,  whatever  Infults  he  might  have  received  du¬ 
ring  the  latter  Part  of  his  Stay  in  Brifloi ,  once 
careiled,  efleemed,  and  prefented  with  a  liberal 
CoIIedHon,  he  could  forget  on  a  fudden  his  Dan¬ 
ger,  and  his  Obligations,  to  gratify  the  Petu¬ 
lance  of  his  Wit,  or  the  Eagernefs  of  his  Re- 
ientment,  and  publifh  a  Satire,  by  which  he 
might  reafonably  expedl,  that  he  fliould  alienate 
thofe  who  then  fupported  him,  and  provoke  thofe 
whom  he  could  neither  refid:  nor  efcape. 

This  Refolution,  from  the  Execution  of  which,, 
it  is  probable,  that  only  his  Death  could  have 
hindered  him,  is  fufficient  to  fhew  how  much  he 
difregarded  all  Confiderations  that  oppafed  his 
prefent  Paflions,  and  how  readily  he  hazarded  all 
future  Advantages  for  any  immediate  Gratifica¬ 
tions.  Whatever  was  his  predominant  Inclina¬ 
tion,  neither  Hope  nor  Fear  hindered  him  from 
complying  with  it ;  nor  had  Oppofition  any  other 
EfFedt  than  to  heighten  his  Ardour,  and  irritate 
his  Vehemence. 

Th  is  Performance  was  however  laid  ahde, 
while  he  was  employed  ii\  foliciting  AlFiftances 

from 


Mr.  RICHARD  SAVAGE.  163 

from  feveral  great  Perfons ;  and  one  Interruption 
fucceeding  another,  hindered  him  from  fupplying 
theChafm,  and  perhaps  from  re-touching  the  o- 
ther  Parts,  which  he  can  hardly  be  imagined  to 
have  finifhed,  in  his  own  Opinion;  for  it  is  very 
unequal,  and  fome  of  the  Lines  are  rather  inferr¬ 
ed  to  rhyme  to  others,  than  to  fupport  or  improve 
the  Senfe  ;  but  the  firfl  and  laft  Parts  are  worked 
up  with  great  Spirit  and  Elegance. 

His  Time  was  fpent  in  the  Prifon,  for  the  moll 
Part,  in  Study,  or  in  receiving  Vifits  ;  but  fome- 
ti-mes  he  defcended  to  lower  Amufements,  and  di¬ 
verted  himfelf  in  the  Kitchen  with  the  Converfa- 
tion  of  the  Criminals  ;  for  it  was  not  plcaftng  to 
him  to  be  much  without  Company,  and  though 
he  was  very  capable  of  a  judicious  Choice,  he 
was  often  contented  with  the  firft  that  offered 
for  this  he  was  fometimes  reproved  by  his  Friends^ 
who  found  him  furrounded  with  Felons  ;  but  the 
Reproof  was  on  that,  as  on  other  Occafions, 
thrown  away;  he  continued  to  gratify  himfelf, 

and  to  fet  very  little  Value  on  the  Opinion  of 
others. 

But  here,  as  in  every  other  S-cene  of  his  Life, 
he  made  ufe  of  fuch  Opportunities  as  occurred  of 
benefiting  thofe  who  were  more  miferable  than 
himfelf,  and  was  always  ready  to  perform  any 
Ofhces  of  Humanity  to  his  fellow  Prifoners. 

He  had  now  ceafed  from  correfponding  with 
any  of  hts  Subfcribers  except  one,  who  yet  con- 

tinued 
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tinued  to  remit  him  the  twenty  Pounds  a  Year 
which  he  had  promifed  him,  and  by  whom  it  was* 
expedled,  that  he  would  have  been  in  a  very  fhort 
T  ime  enlarged,  becaufe  he  had  directed  the 
Xveeper  to  enquire  after  the  State  of  his  Debts. 

However,,  he  took  care  to  enter  his  Name  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Forms  of  the  Court,  that  the  Cre¬ 
ditor  might  be  obliged  to  make  him  fome  Allow¬ 
ance,  it  he  was  continued  a  Prifoner;  and  when, 
on  that  Occafion,  he  appeared  in  the  Hall,  was 
treated  with  very  unufual  Refpedh 

But  the  Refentment  of  the  City  was  afterwards 
railed,  by  fome  Accounts  that  had  been  fpread  of 
the  Satire  ;  and  he  was  informed,  that  fome  of 
the  Merchants  intended  to  pay  the  Allowance 
which  the  Law  required,  and  to  detain  him  Pri- 
foner  at  their  own  Expence.  This  he  treated  as~ 
an  empty  Menace,  and  perhaps  might  have  haft- 
ened  the  Publication,  only  to  (hew  how  much  he 
was  Superior  to  their  Infults,  had  not  all  his, 
Schemes  been  fuddenly  deftroyed. 

When  he  had  been  fix  Months  in  Prifon,  he 
received  from  one  of  his  Friends,  in  whofeKind- 
n,efs  he  had  the  greateji  Confidence,  and  on  vvhofe 
Afiifiance  he  chiefly  depended,  a  Letter  that  con¬ 
tained  a  Charge  of  very  atrocious  Ingratitude, 
drawn  up  in  fucli  Terms  as  fudden  Refentment 
dictated.  Mr.  Savage  returned  a  very  folemn 
Froteftation  of  his  Innocence,  but  however  ap¬ 
peared  much  difturbed  at  the  Accufation.  Some 

Days 
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Days  afterwards,  he  was  feized  with  a  Pain  in 
his  Back  and  Side,  which,  as  it  was  not  violent, 
was  not  fufpedfed  to  be  dangerous  ;  but  growing 
daily  more  languid  and  dejecfed,  on  the  25th  of 
July  he  confined  himfelf  to  his  Room,  and  a  Fe¬ 
ver  feized  his  Spirits.  The  Symptoms  grew  every 
Day  more  formidable,  but  his  Condition  did  not 
enable  him  to  procure  any  Afliftance.  The  Jaft 
Time  that  the  Keeper  faw  him  was  on  July  the 
31ft,  when  Savage,  feeing  him  at  his  Bed -fide, 
faid,  with  an  uncommon  Earneflnefs,  I  have  feme - 
thing  to  fay  to  you ,  Sir ;  but,  after  a  Paufe,  moved 
his  Hand  -in  a  melancholy  Manner,  and  finding 
himfelf  unable  to  recoiled  what  he  was  goino-  to 
communicate,  faid,  ’Tis  gone.  The  Keeper  foon 
after  left  him,  and  the  next  morning  he  died.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Church-yard  of  St.  Peter,  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Keeper. 

Such  was  the  Life  and  Death  of  Richard  Sa¬ 
vage,  a  Man  equally  difiingiwfhed  by  his  Virtues 
and  Vices,  and  at  once  remarkable  for  his  Weak- 
nefles  and  Abilities. 

He  was  of  a  middle  Stature,  of  a  thin  Habit  of 
Body,  a  long  Vifage,  coarfe  Features,  and  me¬ 
lancholy  Afpedl;  of  a  grave  and  manly  Deport¬ 
ment,  a  folemn  Dignity  of  Mien;  but  which, 
upon  a  nearer  Acquaintance,  foftened  into  an  en¬ 
gaging  Eafinefs  of  Manners.  His  Walk  was 
flow,  and  his  Voice  tremulous  and  mournful. 

He 


166  THE  LIFE  OF 

He  was  eafily  excited  to  Smiles,  but  very  feldom 
provoked  to  Laughter. 

His  Mind  was  in  an  uncommon  Degree  vigo¬ 
rous  and  adive.  His  Judgment  was  accurate,  and 
his  Apprehenfion  quick,  and  his  Memory  fo  te¬ 
nacious,  that  he  was  frequently  obferved  to 
know  what  he  had  learned  from  others,  in  afhort 
Time,  better  than  thofe  by  whom  lie  was  inform¬ 
ed  ;  and  could  frequently  recoiled  Incidents,  with 
all  their  Combination  of  Circumftanees,  which 
few  would  have  regarded  at  the  prefent  Time  ; 
but  which  the  Quicknefs  of  his  Apprehenfion  im- 
prefled  upon  him.  He  had  the  peculiar  Felicity, 
that  his  Attention  never  deferted  him;  he  was 
prefent  to  every  Objed,  and  regardful  of  the  moil 
trilling  Occurrences.  He  had  the  Art  of  efcaping 
from  his  own  Refedions,  and  accommodating 
himfelf  to  every  new  Scene. 

To  this  Quality  is  to  be  imputed  the  Extent  of 
his  Knowledge,  compared  with  the  fmall  Time 
which  he  fpent  in  vifible  Endeavours  to  acquire 
it.  He  mingled  in  curfory  Convention  with  the 
fame  Steadinefs  of  Attention  as  others  apply  to  a 
Ledure,  and,  amidft  the  Appearance  of  thought- 
lefs  Gaiety,  loft  no  new  Idea  that  was  farted, 
nor  any  Hint  that  could  be  improved.  He  had 
therefore  made,  in  Coffee-Houfes,  the  fame  Pro¬ 
ficiency  as  others  in  Studies  ;  and  it  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  the  Writings  of  a  Man  of  little  Edu¬ 
cation,  and  little  Reading,  have  an  Air  of  Learn- 
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ing  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  any  other  Performan¬ 
ces,  but  which,  perhaps,  as  often  obfcures  as  em- 
bellilhes  them. 

His  Judgment  was  eminently  exafl,  both  with 
regard  to  Writings  and  to  Men.  The  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Life  was  indeed  his  chief  Attainment, 
and  it  is  not  without  fome  Satisfadion,  that  I 
can  produce  the  Suffrage  of  Savage  in  favour  of 
human  Nature,  of  which  he  never  appeared  to 
entertain  fuch  odious  Ideas  as  fome,  who  perhaps 
had  neither  his  Judgment  nor  Experience,  have 
Published,  either  in  Ortentation  of  their  Sagacity 

Vindication  of  their  Crimes,  or  Gratification  of 
their  Malice. 

His  Method  of  Life  particularly  qualified  him 
for  Convention,  of  which  he  knew  how  to  prac- 
tife  all  the  Graces.  He  was  never  vehement  or 
loud,  but  at  once  model!  and  eafy,  open  and  re- 
fpeflful ;  his  Language  was  vivacious  and  ele¬ 
gant,  and  equally  happy  upon  grave  or  humorous 
Subjects.  He  was  generally  cenfured  for  not 
knowing  when  to  retire ;  but  that  was  not  the 
Deleft  of  his  Judgment,  but  of  his  Fortune  : 
When  he  left  his  Company,  he  ufed  frequently 
to  fpend  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Night  in  the 
Street,  or  at  leal!  was  abandoned  to  gloomy  Re_ 
fleftions,  which  it  is  not  Itrange  that  he  delayed 
as  long  as  he  could,  and  fometimes  forgot  that 
he  gave  others  Pain  to  avoid  it  himfelf. 


It 
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It  cannot  be  laid,  that  he  made  TJfe  of  his  Abi¬ 
lities  for  the  Direction  of  his  own  Condu£I ;  an 
irregular  and  diflipated  Manner  of  Life  had  made 
him  the  Slave  of  every  Paflion  that  happened  to 
be  excited  by  the  Prefence  of  its  Objedf,  and  that 
Slavery  to  his  Paffions  reciprocally  produced  a 
Life  irregular  and  diflipated.  He  was  not  Matter 
of  his  own  Motions,  nor  could  promife  any  thing 
for  the  next  Day. 

With  regard  to  his  Oeconomy,  nothing  can 
be  added  to  the  Relation  of  his  Life  ;  he  appeared 
to  think  himfelf  born  to  be  fupported  by  others, 
and  difpenfed  from  all  Necettity  of  providing  for 
himfelf ;  he  therefore  never  profecuted  any  Scheme 
of  Advantage,  nor  endeavoured  even  to  fecure 
the  Profits  which  his  Writings  might  have  af- 

O  O 

forded  him. 

His  Temper  was,  in  Confequence  of  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  his  Pattions,  uncertain  and  capricious  ; 
he  was  eafily  engaged,  and  eafiJy  difgutted  ;  but 
he  is  accufed  of  retaining  his  Hatred  more  tena- 
cioufiy  than  his  Benevolence, 

He  was  compattionate,  both  by  Nature  and 
Principle,  and  always  ready  to  perform  Offices 
of  Humanity  ;  but  when  he  was  provoked,  and 
very  fmall  Offences  were  fufficient  to  provoke 
him,  he  would  profecute  his  Revenge  with  the 
utrhoft  Acrimony,  till  his  Pafiion  had  fubfided. 

His  Friendfhip  was  therefore  of  little  Value ; 

f 

for  though  he  was  zealous  in  the  Support  or 

Vindi- 
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Vindication  of  thofe  whom  he  loved,  yet  it  was 
always  dangerous  to  truft  him,  becaufe  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  difcharged,  by  the  firft  Quarrel, 
from  all  Ties  of  Honour  or  Gratitude  5  and  would 
betray  thofe  Secrets  which  in  the  Warmth  of  Con¬ 
fidence  had  been  imparted  to  him.  This  Practice 
drew  upon  him  an  univerfal  Accufation  of  Ingra¬ 
titude ;  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  he  was  very 
ready  to  fet  himfelf  free  from  the  Load  of  an 
Obligation  ;  for  he  could  not  bear  to  conceive 
himfelf  in  a  State  of  Dependence,  his  Pride  be¬ 
ing  equally  powerful  with  his  other  Paffions,  and 
appearing  in  the  Form  of  Infolence  at  one  Time, 
and  of  Vanity  at  another.  Vanity,  the  moft  in¬ 
nocent  Species  of  Pride,  was  moft  frequently  pre¬ 
dominant  :  He  could  not  eafily  leave  off,  when  he 
had  once  began  to  mention  himfelf  or  his  Works, 
nor  ever  read  his  Verfes  without  ftealing  his  Eves 
from  the  Page,  to  difcover  in  the  Faces  of  his 
Audience,  how  they  were  aftefted  with  any  fa¬ 
vourite  Paffage.  '  ■  ■  :i  :  n 

A  kinder  Name  than  that  of  Vanity  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  Delicacy  with  which  he  was  al¬ 
ways  careful  to  feparate  his  own  Merit  from  every 
other  Man’s,  and  to  rejea  that  Praife  to  which 
he  had  no  Claim.  He  did  not  forget,  in  men¬ 
tioning  his  Performances,  to  mark  every  Line 
that  had  been  fuggefted  or  amended,  and  was  fo 
accurate  as  to  relate  that  he  owed  Three  Words  in 
W Wdtrtr  to  the  Advice  of  his  Friends. 

1  His 
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His  Veracity  was  queftioned,  but  x#th  little ' 
Reafon ;  his  Accounts,  though  not  indeed  always 
the  fame,  were  generally  confident.  When  he 
loved  any  Man,  he  fuppreflbd  all  his  Faults ;  and 
when  he  had  been  offended  by  him,  concealed  all 
ifeis  Virtues ;  but  his  Characters  were  generally 
true,  fo  far  as  he  proceeded  ;  though  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  his  Partiality  might  have  fometimes 
the  EffeCt  of  Falfehood. 

In  Cafes  indifferent,  he  was  zealous  for  Virtue, 
Truth,  and  Juftice;  he  knew  very  well  theNe- 
ceflity  of  Goodnefs  to  the  prefent  and  future  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Mankind  ;  nor  is  there  perhaps  any 
Writer,  who  has  lefs  endeavoured  to  pleafe,  by 
flattering  the  Appetites,  or  perverting  the  Judg¬ 
ment. 

As  an  Author,  therefore,  and  he  now  ceafes  to 
influence  Mankind  in  any  other  Character,  if  one 
Piece,  which  he  had  refolved  to  fupprefs,  be  ex¬ 
cepted,  he  has  very  little  to  fear  from  the  ftri&eft 
moral  or  religious  Cenfure.  And  though  he  may 
not  be  altogether  fecure  againft  the  Objections  of 
the  Critic,  it  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that 
his  Works  are  the  Productions  of  a  Genius  truly 
poetical  $  and,  what  many  Writers,  who  have 
been  more  lavifhly  applauded,  cannot  boaft,  that 
they  have  an  original  Air,  which  has  no  Refem- 
blance  of  any  foregoing  Writer  ;  that  the  Verifi¬ 
cation  and  Sentiments  have  a  Caft  peculiar  to 
themfelves*  which  no  Man  can  imitate  with  Suc- 

cefs  5 
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«efs ;  becaufe,  what  was  Nature  in  Savage,  would 
in  another  be  Affedation.  It  muft  be  confefTed, 
that  his  Defcriptions  are  ilriking,  his  Images  ani¬ 
mated,  his  Fidions  j u ill y  imagined,  and  his  Al¬ 
legories  artfully  perfued  j  that  his  Didion  is  ele¬ 
vated,  though  fometimes  forced,  and  his  Num¬ 
bers  fonorous  and  majeftick,  though  frequently 
nuggilh  and  encumbered.  Of  his  Stile,  the  ge¬ 
neral  Fault  is  Harlhnefs,  and  the  general  Excel¬ 
lence  is  Dignity ;  of  his  Sentiments,  the  prevail¬ 
ing  Beauty  is  Sublimity,  and  Uniformity  the 
prevailing  Defed.  7 


rinWVI h'S  ^  7/1'  hiS  Writl’nSS»  none  Who 
eandidly  confider  his  Fortune,  will  think  an  Apo¬ 
logy  either  neeeflary  or  difficult.  If  he  was  not 

always  fufficiently  inflruded  in  his  Subjed,  his 
nowledge  was  at  leaft  greater  than  could  have 
been  attained  by  others  in  the  fame  State.  If  his 
Works  were  fometimes  unfinifhed,  Accuracy  can 
not  reafonably  be  exaded  from  a  Man  oppreffed 
with  Want,  which  he  has  no  hope  of  relievin 
but  by  a  fpeedy  Publication.  The  Infolence  and 
Refentment  of  which  he  is  accufed,  were  not 
eafily  to  be  avoided  by  a  great  Mind,  irritated 
by  perpetual  Hardlhips,  and  conftrained  hourly 
to  return  the  Spurns  of  Contempt,  and  repress 
the  Infolence  of  Profperity  j  and  Vanity  furelv 
may  be  readily  pardoned  in  him,  to  whom  L  fc 
afforded  no  other  Comforts  than  barren  Praife 
and  the  Confcioufnefs  of  deferving  them. 

I  2 
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Fhofe  are  no  proper  Judges  of  his  Condufl, 
who  have  Numbered  away  their  Time  on  the 
Down  of  Abundance  ;  nor  will  a  wife  Man  eafily 
prefume  to  fay,  “  Had  I  been  in  Savage's  Condi- 
*c  tion,  I  fhould  have  lived,  or  written,  better 
€i  than  Savage ” 

This  Relation  will  not  be  wholly  without  its 
Ufe,  if  thofe,  who  languifh  under  any  Part  of 
his  Sufferings,  fhall  be  enabled  to  fortify  their 
Patience  by  refledling,  that  they  feel  only  thofe 
AfHi&ions  from  which  the  Abilities  of  Savage  did 
not  exempt  him  ;  or  if  thofe,  who,  in  Confidence 
of  fuperior  Capacities  or  Attainments,  difregard 
the  common  Maxims  of  Life,  fhall  be  reminded 
that  nothing  will  fupply  the  Want  of  Prudence ; 
and  that  Negligence  and  Irregularity,  long  con¬ 
tinued,  will  make  Knowledge  ufelefs,  Wit  ridi¬ 
culous,  and  Genius  contemptible. 

<  :  «  *  *  J 
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Sir  Francis  Drake. 

FRancis  Drake  was  the  Son  of  a  Clergyman 
in  Devonjhire ,  who  being  inclined  to  the 
Do&rine  of  the  ProteiTants,  at  that  Time  much 
oppofed  by  Henry  VIII.  was  obliged  to  fly  from 
his>Place  of  Refidence  info  Kent  for  Refuge,  from 
the  Perfecution  railed  againft  him,  and  thofe  of  the 
fame  Opinion,  by  the  Law  of  the  Six  Articles. 

How  long  he  lived  there,  or  how  he  was  fup- 
ported,  is  not  known  ;  nor  have  we  any  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  firft  Years  of  Sir  Francis  Drake's  Life; 
of  any  Difpofition  to  Hazards  and  Adventures 
which  might  have  been  difcovered  in  his  Child¬ 
hood;  or  of  the  Education  which  qualified  him  for 
fuch  wonderful  Attempts. 

We  are  only  informed,  that  he  was  put  Ap¬ 
prentice  by  his  Father  to  the  Mafler  of  a  fmall 
Veflel  that  traded  to  France  and  the  Low  Countries , 
under  whom  he  probably  learned  the  Rudiments  of 

I  3  Navi- 
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Navigation,  and  familiarifed  himfelf  to  the  Dan¬ 
gers  and  Hardfliips  of  the  Sea. 

But  how  few  Opportunities  foever  he  might 
ave  in  this  Part  of  his  Life  for  the  Exercife  of 
ns  Courage,  he  gave  fo  many  Proofs  of  his  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Fidelity,  that  his  Mailer,  dvino-  un¬ 
married,  left  him  his  little  Veffel  in  reward  of  his 
service  j  a  Circumllance  that  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  not  only  as  it  may  illuftrate  the  pri¬ 
vate  CharaCter  of  this  brave  Man,  but  as  it  may 
hint  to  all  thofe  who  may  hereafter  propofe'  his 
Conduct  for -their  Imitation,  That  Virtue  is  the 
bn  eft  foundation  both  of  Reputation  and  For¬ 
tune,  and  that  the  firft  Step  to  Greatnefs  is  to  be 
1*0  n  eft. 

If  it  were  not  improper  to  dwell  longer  on  an 
Incident  at  the  firft  View  fo  inconftderable,  k 
might  be  added,  that  it  deferves  the  Refledion  of 
thofe,  who,  when  they  are  engaged  in  Affairs  not 
adequate  to  their  Abilities,  pafs  them  over  with  a 
contemptuous  Negle'd  ;  and  while  they  amufe 
themfelves  with  chimerical  Schemes,  and  Plans  of 
future  Undertakings,  fuffer  every  Opportunity  of 
fmaller  Advantage  to  flip  away  as  unworthy  their 
Regard.  They  may  learn,  from  the  Example  of 
Drake,  that  Diligence  in  Employments  of  lefs 
Confequence  is  the  moll  fuccelsful  Introduction  to 
greater  Enterprizes, 

After  having  followed  for  fome  time  his  Maf- 
tcr  s  Profeflion,  he  grew  weary  of  1b  narrow  a 

Province, 
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Province  5  and  having  fold  his  little  Veflel,  ven¬ 
tured  his  EfFe&s  in  the  new  Trade  to  the  JVejl- 
Indies ,  which  having  not  been  long  difcovered,. 
and  very  little  frequented  by  the  Englifb  till  that 
Time,  were  conceived  fo  much  to  abound  in. 
Wealth,  that  no  Voyage  thither  could  fail  of  be- 
ing  recompenfed  by  great  Advantages.  Nothing, 
was  talked  of  among  the  mercantile  or  adventurous 
Part  of  Mankind,,  but  the  Beauty  and  Riches  of 
this  new  World.  Frefh  Difcoveries  were  fre*- 
quently  made,  new  Countries  and  Nations  never 
heard  of  before  were  daily  defcribed ;  and  it  may 
eafily  be  concluded,  that  the  Relaters  did  not  di- 
minifh  the  Aderit  of  their  Attempts,  byfuppreffing 
or  diminifliing  any  Circumflance  that  might  pro¬ 
duce  Wonder,  or  excite  Curiofity.  Nor  was  cherr 
Vanity  only  engaged  in  raffing  Admirers,  but 
their  Intereft  Iikewife  in  procuring  Adventurers, 
who  were  indeed  eafily  gained  by  the  Hopes  which 
naturally  arife  from  new  Profpe&s,  tho’  through 
Ignorance  of  th eJ?nerican  Seas,  and  by  the  Malice 
of  the  Spaniards ,  who  from  the  firfl  Difcovery  of 
thofe  Countries,  confidered  every  other  Nation 
that  attempted  to  follow  them,  as  Invaders  of 
their  Rights,  the  be/I  concerted  Defmns  often 
mifearried. 

Among  thofe  who  fufFered  moft  from  the  Span/Jh 
Injuftice,  was  Captain  John  Hawkins ,  who  having 
been  admitted  by  the  Viceroy  to  traffic  in  the  Bay 
of  Mexico,  was,  contrary  to  the  Stipulation  then 
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made  between  them,  and  in  Violation  of  the  Peace 
between  Spain  and  England,  attacked  without  any 
Declaration  of  Hoftilities,  and  obliged,  after  an 
ftdtinate  Refinance,  to  retire  with  the  Lofs  of 
four  Ships,  and  a  great  Number  of  his  Men,  who 
were  either  deflroyed,  or  tarried  into  Slavery. 

In  this  Voyage  Drake  had  adventured  almoft  all 
)is  I  ortune,  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
cover,  both  by  his  own  private  Intereft,  and  by  ob¬ 
taining  Letters  from  Queen  Elizabeth ;  for  the 
Spaniards ,  deaf  to  all  Remonftrances,  either  vin¬ 
dicated  the  Injuftice  of  the  Viceroy,  or  at  leaft 
forbore  to  redrefs  it. 

Drake,  thus  opprelled  and  impoverilhed,  retained 
at  leaft  his  Courage  and  his  Induftry,  that  ardent 
Spirit  that  prompted  him  to  Adventures,  and  that 
indefatigable  Patience  that  enabled  him  to  fur- 
mount  Difficulties.  He  did  not  fit  down  idly  to 
lament  Misfortunes  which  Heaven  had  put  it  in 
his  Power  to  remedy,  or  to  repine  at  Poverty  while 
the  Wealth  of  his  Enemies  was  to  be  gained. 
Put  having  made  two  Voyages  to  America,  for 
the  fake  of  gaining  Intelligence  of  the  State  of  the 
Spanijh  Settlements,  and  acquainted  himfelf  with 
the  Seas  and  Coafts,  he  determined  on  a  third 
Expedition  of  more  Importance,  by  which  the 
Spaniards  Ihould  find  how  imprudently  they  al¬ 
ways  aft,  who  injure  and  infult  a  brave  Man. 

On  the  24th  ot  May ,  1572,  Francis  Drake  let 
fail  from  Plymouth ,  in  the  Pafcha  of  70  Tons, 

aceom- 


accompanied  by  the  Swan  of  25  Tons,  command¬ 
ed  by  his  Brother  John  Drake  \  having  in  both 
Veffels  feventy-three  Men  and  Boys,  with  a  Year’s 
Provifion,  and  fuch  Artillery  and  Ammunition  as 
was  neceflary  for  his  Undertaking  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever  incredible  it  may  appear  to  fuch  as  confider 
rather  his  Force  than  his  Fortitude,  was  no  lefs 
than  to  make  Reprifals  upon  the  moft  powerful 
Nation  in  the  World. 


The  Wind  continuing  favourable,  they  entered 
June  29,  between  Guadalupe  and  Dominica ;  and 
on  July  6th  faw  the  High-land  of  Santa  Martha ; 
then  continuing  their  Courfe,  after  having  been 
becalmed  for  fome  Time,  they  arrived  at  Port 
Pheafant ,  fo  named  by  Drake  in  a  former  Voyage, 
tb  the  Eafl  of  N ombre  de  Dios.  Here  he  propofed 
to  build  his  Pinnaces,  which  he  had  brought  in 
Pieces  ready  framed  from  Plymouth,  and  was  going 
afhore  with  a  few  Men,  unarmed  ;  but  difeovering 
a  Smoke  at  a  Diftance,  ordered  the  other  Boat  to 
follow  him  with  a  greater  Force. 

Then  marching  towards  the  Fire,  which  was 
in  the  Top  of  a  high  Tree,  he  found  a  Plate  of 
Lead  nailed  to  another  Tree,  with  an  infeription 
engraved  upon  it  by  one  Garret ,  an  Englijhmany 
who  had  left  that  Place  but  five  Days  before,  and 
had  taken  this  Method  of  informing  him,  that  the 
Spaniards  had  been  advertifed  of  his  Intention  to 
anchor  at  that  Place,  and  that  it  therefore  would 
be  prudent  to  make  a  very  fliort  Stay  there. 
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But  Drake,  knowing  how  convenient  this  Place 
was  for  his  Defigns,  and  confidering  that  the  Ha¬ 
zard  and  Waite  of  Time,  which  could  not  be  a- 
voided  in  feeking  another  Station,  was  equivalent 
to  any  other  Danger  which  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  Spaniards,  determined  to  follow  his  firft 
Refolution;  only,  for  his  greater  Security,  he  or¬ 
dered  a  kind  of  Palifade,  or  Fortification,  to  be 
made,  by  felling  large  Trees,  and  laying  the 
Trunks  and  Branches  one  upon  another  by  the 
Side  of  the  River. 

On  July  20,  having  built  their  Pinnaces,  and 
being  joined  by  one  Captain  Poufe,  who  happened 
to  touch  at  the  fame  Place  with  a  Bark  of  50  Men, 
they  fet  fail  towards  Nombre  de  Dios ,  and  taking 
two  Frigates  at  the  Ifiand  of  Pines ,  were  informed 
by  the  Negroes  which  they  found  in  them,  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Place  were  in  Expedation 
of  fome  Soldiers,  which  the  Governor  of  Panama 
had  promifed,  to  defend  them  from  the  Symerons , 
or  fugitive  Negroes,  who  having  efcaped  from  the 
Tyranny  of  their  Matters  in  great  Numbers,  had 
fettled  themfelves  under  two  Kings,  or  Leaders, 
on  each  Side  of  the  Way  between  Nombre  de  Dios 
and  Panama ,  and  not  only  aflerted  their  natural 
Right  to  Liberty  and  Independence,  but  endea¬ 
voured  to  revenge  the  Cruelties  they  had  fuffered, 
and  had  lately  put  the  Inhabitants  of  Nombre  d* 
Dios  into  the  utmoft  Confternation.. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  Negroes  the  Captain  fet  on  Shore  on  the 
main  Land,  fo  that  they  might,  by  joining  the 
Symerons,  recover  their  Liberty,  or  at  lead  might 
not  have  it  in  their  Power  to  give  the  People  of 
Nombre  de  Dios  any  fpeedy  Information  of  his  In- 
tention  to  invade  them. 

Then  feleding  53  Men  from  his  own  Compa¬ 
ny,  and  20  from  the  Crew  of  his  new  Affociate 
Captain Roufe,  he  embarked  with  them  in  his 
Pinnaces,  and  fet  fail  for  Nombre  de  Dios. 

On  July  the  28th,  at  Night,  he  approached  the 
Town  undifcovered,and  dropt  his  Anchors  under: 
the  Shore,  intending,  after  his  Men  were  refrefh- 
ed,  to  begin  the  Attack  ;  but  finding  that  they 
were  terrifying  each  other  with  formidable  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Strength  of  the  Place,  and  the  Mul¬ 
titude  of  the  Inhabitants,  he  determined  to  hinder 
the  Panic  from  fpreading  farther,  by  leading  them 
immediately  to  Adtion  5  and  therefore  ordering 
them  to  their  Oars,  he  landed  without  any  Op- 
pofition,  there  being  only  one  Gunner  upon  the 
Bay,  tho’  it  was  fecured  with  fix  Brafs  Cannons 
of  the  larged  Size,  ready  mounted.  But  the 
Gunner,  while  they  were  throwing  the  Cannon 
from  their  Carriages,  alarmed  the  Town,  as  they 
foon  difcovered,  by  the  Bell,,  the  Drums,,  and  the 
Noife  of  the  People. 

Drake  leaving  twelve  Men  to  guard  the  Pin¬ 
naces,  marched  round  the  Town  with  no  great 
Oppofition,  the  M*n  being  more  hurt  by  treading 
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Enemy^haST  'th  °r  t Ground  b7 the  tying 

cou„,’;J  ^  which  .,h,y  c- 

f°“  °f .,he  ^'W,, 
nor>s  Hm  r  ^  t^em  t0  ^ew  ^Im  t^le  Gover- 
ver  from  £  Where  the  Mu,es  that  bring  the  Sil- 

the  Door  open^nT  UnI°aded  J  there  the7  found 
the  Silver  was  rennf  cTT °S  the  Room  where 
Bars  in  fuch  Quantif  6  ’  °U,nd  ^  beaPed  UP  in 

ih~ 

Treafure  iothiZ^"^’  ,****  ^  the  S,ght  of  this 
hut  by  what  meansT  °n  **  the  EngliJb 

afraid  of  beW  intercen’^r?  •  ,  rEnemies> 

j.r  his  m,„  /rom  ,„cumbt;"  g  “  e ;» «- 

Sia^--«sS 

to  a  far  greater  Value,  and  where  the  Treafure  was 
ooiiymore  portable,  but  nearer  the  Coaft  he 

£r“^M.r  him’ rej°b  ™;» 
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Here  he  found  his  little  Troop  much  difcou- 
raged  by  the  Imagination,  that  if  they  Hayed  any 
longer,  the  Enemy  would  gain  PofTeflion  of  their 
Pinnaces  ;  and  that  they  fhould  then,  without  any 
means  of  Safety,  be  left  to  Hand  alone  againH 
the  whole  Power  of  that  Country  :  Drake ,  not 
indeed  eafily  terrified,  but  fufficiently  cautious, 
fent  to  the  CoaH  to  enquire  the  Truth,  and  fee 
if  the  fame  Terror  had  taken  PofTefTion  of  the 
Men  whom  he  had  left  to  guard  his  Boats  ;  but 
finding  no  Foundation  for  thefe  dreadful  Appre- 
henfions,  he  perfifled  in  his  firfl  Defign,  and  led 
the  Troop  forward  to  the  Treafure-Houfe.  In 
their  Way  there  fell  a  violent  Shower  of  Rain, 
which  wet  fome  of  their  Bow-Hrings,  and  extin- 
guifred  many  of  their  Matches  ;  a  Adisfortune 
which  might  foon  have  been  repaired,  and  which 
perhaps  the  Enemy  might  fuffer  in  common  with 
them,  but  which  however,  on  this  Occafion,  very 
much  embarrafled  them,  as  the  Delay  produced 
by  it  reprefled  that  Ardour  which  fometimes  is 
only  to  be  kept  up  by  continued  Aftion,  and  gave 
Time  to  the  Timorous  and  Slothful  to  fpread  their 

Infinuations,  and  propagate  their  Cowardice _ _ 

Some,  whofe  Fear  was  their  predominant  Pailion, 
were  continually  magnifying  the  Numbers  and 
Courage  of  their  Enemies,  and  reprefented  whole 
Nations  as  ready  to  rufh  upon  them  5  others, 
whofe  Avarice  mingled  with  their  Concern  for 
their  own  Safety,  were  more  folicitous  to  pre- 

ferve 
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ferve  what  they  had  already  gained,  than  to  ac¬ 
quire  more  ;  and  others,  brave  in  themfelves,  and 
refolute,  began  to  doubt  of  Succefs  in  an  Under¬ 
taking  in  which  they  were  affociated  with  fuch 
cowardly  Companions.  So  that  fcarcely  any  Mari' 
appeared  to  proceed  in  their  Enterprize  with  that 
Spirit  and  Alacrity  which  could  give  Drake  a  Pro- 
Ipedl  of  Succefs. 

This  he  perceived,  and  with  fome  Emotion  told 
them,  that  if,  after  having  had  the  chief  Treafure 
of  the  World  within  their  Reach,  they  fhould  go 
home  and  lt*.ii^uifli  in  Poverty,  they  could  blame 
nothing  but  their  own  Cowardice  ;  that  he  had' 
performed  his  Part,  and  was  Rill  defirous  to  lead 
them  to  Riches  and  to  Honour. 

Then  finding  that  either  Shame  or  Convidfion 
made  them  willing  to  follow  him,  he  ordered  the 
Treafure-houfe  to  be  forced  ;  and  commanding 
his  Brother,  and  Oxenhain  of  Plymouth ,  a  Man 
known  afterwards  for  his  bold  Adventures  in  the 
fame  Parts,  to  take  charge  of  the  Treafure,  he 
commanded  the  other  Body  to  follow  him  to  the 
Market-place,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  oppofe 
any  fcattered  Troops  of  the  Spaniards ,  and  hinder 
them  from  uniting  into  one  Body. 

But  as  he  ftep’d  forward,  his  Strength  failed 
him  on  a  hidden,  and  he  fell  down  fpeechlefs. 
Then  it  was  that  his  Companions  perceived  a 
Wound  in  his  Leg,  which  he  had  received  in  the 
foil  Encounter,  but  hitherto  concealed,  left  his 
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Men,  eafily  difcouraged,  fhould  make  their  Con¬ 
cern  for  his  Life  a  Pretence  for  returning  to  their 
Boats.  Such  had  been  his  Lofs  of  Blood,  as  wa3 
difcovered  upon  nearer  Obfervation,  that  it  had 
filled  the  Prints  of  his  Footfteps,  and  it  appeared 
fcarce  credible  that,  after  fuch  Effufion  of  Blood, 
Life  fhould  remain. 

The  Braveft  were  now  willing  to  retire,  nei¬ 
ther  the  Defire  of  Honour  nor  of  Riches  was 
thought  enough  to  prevail  in  any  Man  over  his 
Regard  for  hh  Leader.  Drake ,  whom  Cordials 
had  now  reftored  to  his  Speech,  was  the  only  Adaa 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  Enter- 
terprize  unfiniftfd.  It  was  to  no  Purpofe  that 
they  advifed  him  to  fubmit  to  go  on  board  to  have 
his  Wound  drefled,  and  promifed  to  return  with 
him  and  compleat  their  Defign ;  he  well  knew 
how  impracticable  it  was  to  regain  the  Opportu¬ 
nity  when  it  was  once  loft  ;  and  could  eafily  fore¬ 
fee  that  a  Refpite,  of  but  a  few  Hours,  would  en¬ 
able  the  Spaniards  to  recover  from-  their  Confirma¬ 
tion,  to  affemble  their  Forces,  refit  their  Bat¬ 
teries,  and  remove  their  Treafure.  What  he  had, 
undergone  fo  much  Danger  to  obtain  was  now  in 
his  Hands,  and  the  Thoughts  of  leaving  it  un¬ 
touched  was  too  mortifying  to  be  patiently  borne* 
However,  as  there  was  little  Time  for  Confuta¬ 
tion,  and  the  fame  Danger  attended  their  Stay  in 
that  Perplexity  and  Confufion,  as  their  Return, 
they  bound  up  his  Wound  with  his  Scarf,  and, 

partly 
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partly  by  Force,  partly  by  Entreaty,  carried  him 

to  the  boats,  in  which  they  all  embarked  by  Break 
of  Day.  J 

I  hen  taking  with  them,  out  of  the  Harbour, 
a  Ship  loaded  with  Wines,  they  went  to  the  Baf- 
tiwentes,  an  Ifland  about  a  League  from  the 
Town,  where  they  flayed  two  Days  to  repofe  the 
wounded  Men,  and  to  regale  themfelves  with  the 

lrT*r„  /reW  m  gfeat  PienT  in  the  Gardens 
or  that  Ifland* 

theDMingTthei.r  Soy  here’  there  C2me  °Ver 
the  Main  Land  a  Spantjh  Gentleman,  fent  by  the 

Governor  with  Inftruflions  to  enquire,  whether 

the  Captain  was  that  Drake  who  had  been  before 

on  their  Coaft;  whether  the  Arrows  with  which 

many  of  their  Men  were  wounded,  were  not  poi- 

foned  ;  and  whether  they  wanted  Provifions,  or 

other  Neceflaries.  The  Me/Tenger  likewife  ex- 

tol.ed  their  Courage  with  the  higheft  Encomiums, 

and  expreffed  his  Admiration  of  their  daring  Un- 

ertaking.  Drake ,  though  he  knew  the  Civilities 

tG,f  v, E”emy  are  alway$  t0  be  fufpedled,  and  that 
the  Meffenger,.  amidfl  ail  his  Profeflions  of  Re- 

fhm ’hWT  T  °f ^  than  3  %  ’  >'«,  lowing 
that  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  treated  him 

with  the  higheft  Honours  that  his  Condition  ad¬ 
mitted  of;  m  anfwer  to  his  Enquiries,  he  afliired 
hra,  that  he  was  the  fame  Drake  with  whofc 

Character  they  were  before  acquainted,  that  he 

was  a  ngid  Obferver  of  the  Laws  of  War,  and 

never 
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never  permitted  his  Arrows  to  be  poifoned  ;  he 
then  difmiffed  him  with  confiderable  Prefents^  and 
told  him,  that,  though  he  had  unfortunately  failed 
in  this  Attempt,  he  would  never  defift  from  his 
Defign,  till  he  had  fhared  with  Spain  the  Trea- 
fures  of  America . 

They  then  refolved  to  return  to  the  Ifle  of 
PineSy  where  they  had  left  their  Ships,  and  con- 
fult  about  the  Meafures  they  were  now  to  take  ; 
and  having  arrived,  Augujl  1,  at  their  former  Sta¬ 
tion,  they  difmiffed  Captain  Roufe ,  who  judging 
it  unfafeto  ftay  any  longer  on  the  Coaft,  defired 
to  be  no  longer  engaged  in  their  Defigns. 

But  Drake ,  not  to  be  difcou raged  from  his  Pur- 
pofe  by  a  fingle  Difappointment,  after  having  en¬ 
quired  of  a  Negroe,  whom  he  took  aboard  at 
N ombre  de  Dios ,  the  moil:  wealthy  Settlements, 
and  weakeft  Parts  of  the  Coafl,  refolved  to  attack 
Cartbagena  \  and  fetting  fail  without  Lofs  of  T  ime, 
came  to  Anchor,  Augujl  13,  between  Charejha 
and  St  Barnard's ,  two  Iflands  at  a  little  Diftance 
from  the  Harbour  of  Cartbagena  ;  then  paffing 
with  his  Boats  round  the  Illand,  he  entered  the 
Harbour,  and  in  the  Mouth  of  it  found  a  Frigate* 
with  only  an  old  Man  in  it,  who  voluntarily  in¬ 
formed  them,  that  about  an  Hour  before  a  Pin¬ 
nace  had  paffed  by  with  Sails  and  Oars,  and  all 
the  Appearance  of  Expedition  and  Importance  ; 
that  as  fhe  paffed,  the  crew  on  board  her  bid  them 
take  care  of  themfelves  ;  and  that  as  foon  as  fhe 

touched 
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ouched  the  Shore,  they  heard  the  NoiYe  of  Can- 

,,  fired  as  a  Warning,  and  faw  the  Shipping  in 
th.  Port  draw  up  under  the  Guns  of  the  Caftlf, 

he  Captain,  who  had  himfelf  heard  the  Dif- 
r&e  0  the  Artillery,  was  foon  convinced  that 
he  was  difcovered,  and  that  therefore  nothing 
could  be  attempted  with  any  Probability  of  Suc- 
.ceis  He  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  taking 
ip  o  Seville ,  of  240  Tons,  which  the  Re¬ 
nter  of  this  Voyage  mentions  as  a  very  large  Ship, 
and  two  (mall  Frigates,  in  which  he  found  Letters 

of  Advice  from  Nomire  de  Dios,  intended  to  alarm 
that  Part  of  the  Coaft. 

Drake  now  finding  his  Pinnaces  of  great  Ufe, 
and  not  having  a  fufficient  Number  of  Sailors  for 
all  his  Vefiels,  was  defirous  of  deftroying  one  of 
rns  Ships,  that  his  Pinnaces  might  be  better, 
maim  d :  This,  neceflary  as  it  was,  could  not 
eafily  be  done  without  difgufting  his  Company, 
who  having  made  feveral  profperous  Voyages  in 
that  Veil'd,  would-be  unwilling  to  have  it  de- 
llroyed.  Drake  well  knew  that  nothing  but  the 
Love  of  their  Leaders  could  animate  his  Fol¬ 
lowers  to  encounter  fuch  Hardfhips  as  he  was  a- 
bout  to  expofe  them  to,  and  therefore  rather  chofe 
to  bring  his  Dengns  to  pafs  by  Artifice  than  Au¬ 
thority.  He  fent  for  the  Carpenter  of  the  Swan, 
took  him  into  his  Cabin,  and  having  firft  engaged 
him  to  Secrecy,  ordered  him,  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Night,  to  go  down  into  the  Well  of  the  Ship, 

and 
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and. bore  three  Holes  through  the  Bottom,  laying 
fomething  againft  them  that  might  hinder  the 
Bubbling  of  the  Water  from  being  heard.  To 
this  the  Carpenter,  after  fome  ExpoftuJation,  con- 
fented,  and  the  next  Night  performed  his  Pro- 
mi  fe. 

In  the  Morning,  Augujl  15,  Brake  going  out 
with  his  Pinnace  a  fifhing,  rowed  up  to  the  Swan , 
and  having  invited  his  Brother  to  partake  of  his 
Diverfion,  enquired,  with  a  negligent  Air,  why 
their  Bark  was  fo  deep- in* the  Water  ;  upon  which 
the  Steward  going,  down,  returned  immediately 
with  an  Account,  that  the  Ship  was  leaky,  and 
in  danger  of  finking  in  a  little  Time*  They  had 
Recourfe  immediately  to  the  Pump,  but  having 
laboured  till  three  in  the  Afternoon,  and  gained 
very  little  upon  the  Water,  they  willingly,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Drake's  Advice,  fet  the  Veflel  on  Fire, 
and  went  on  board  the  Pinnaces. 

Finding  it  now  neceffary  to  lie  concealed  for 
fome  Time,  till  the  Spaniards  fhould  forget  their 
Danger,  and  remit  their  Vigilance,,  they  fet  fail 
for  the  Sound  of  Darien  ;  and  without  approach¬ 
ing  the  Coafl,  that  their  Courfe  mmht  not  be  ob- 
ferved,  they  arrived  there  in  fix  Days. 

Tli is  being  a  convenient  Place  for  their  Recep¬ 
tion,  both  on  account  of  Privacv,  as  it  was  out 
of  the  Road  of  all  d  rade,  and  as  it  was  well  lup— 
plied  witr*  wood,  water,  wild  fowl,  hogs,  deer, 
and  all  Kinds  of  1  lovifons,  he  Hayed  here  filtccn 

Days* 
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Hays,  to  careen  his  Veffe Is,  and  refrefh  his  Men, 
w  0  worked  interchangeably,  on  one  Day  the 
one  half,  and  on  the  next  the  other. 

On  the  fifth  Day  of  September ,  Drake  left  his 
Brother  with  the  Ship  at  Darien,  and  fet  out 
with  two  Pinnaces  towards  the  Rio  Grande,  which 
they  reached  in  three  Days,  and  on  the  ninth 
were  d, fcovered  by  a  Spaniard  from  the  Bank, 
who  believing  them  to  be  his  Countrymen,  made 
a  signal  to  them  to  come  on  Shore,  with  which 
they  very  readiiy  complied  ;  but  he,  foon  finding 
his  Miftake,  abandoned  his  Plantation,  where 
they  found  great  Plenty  of  Provifions,  with  which 
having  laden  their  Veffels,  they  departed.  So 
great  was  the  Quantity  of  Provifions  which  they 
amaffed  here  and  in  other  Places,  that  in  different 
i  arts  of  the  Coaft  they  built  four  Magazines,  or 
Store-houfes,  which  they  filled  with  Neceffaries 
for  the  Profecution  of  their  Voyage.  Thefe  they 
placed  at  luch  a  Difiance  from  each  other,  that 

the  Enemy,  if  he  fhould  furprize  one,  might  yet 
not  difeover  the  reft. 


In  the  meantime,  his  .Brother,  Captain  John 
Drake,  went,  according  to  the  InfiruClions  that 
had  been  left  him,  in  fe arch  of  the  Sytnerons ?  or 
fugitive  Negroes,  from  whofe  Afliftance  alone 
they  had  now  any  Profpecfi  of  a  fuccefsful  Voy¬ 
age  ;  and  touching  upon  the  main  Land,  by 
means  of  the  Negro  whom  they  had  taken  from 
Nambre  de  Dios ,  engaged  two  of  them  to  come 
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on  board  his  Pinnace,  leaving  two  of  their  own 
Men  as  Hoftages  for  their  returning.  Thefe 
Men,  having  allured  Drake  of  the  Affedtion  of 
their  Nation,  appointed  an  Interview  between  him 
and  their  Leaders.  So  leaving  Port  Plenty  y  in  the 
Ifle  of  Pines ,  fo  named  by  the  Englijh ,  from  the  ' 
great  Stores  of  Provifions  which  they  had  amafled 
at  that  Place,  they  came,  by  the  Direction  of  the 
Symerons ,  into  a  fecret^  Bay,  among  beautiful 
Mands  covered  with  Trees,  which  concealed  their  - 
Ship  from  Obfervation,  and  where  the  Channel 
was  fo  narrow  and  rocky,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  enter  it  by  Night,  fo  that  there  was  no  Danger 
of  a  fudden  Attack.  1  •  ’  ■* 

Here  they  met,  and  entered  into  Engagements, 
which  common  Enemies  and  common  Dangers 
preferved  from  Violation.  But  the  firft  Conver- 
fation  informed  the  Englijh ,  that  their  Expedi¬ 
tions  were  not  immediately  to  be  gratified  ;  for, 
upon  their  Enquiries  after  the  moft  probable 
Means  of  gaining  Gold  and  Silver,  the  Symerons 
told  them,  that  had  they  known  fooncr  the  chief 
end  of  their  Expedition,  they  could  eafily  have 
gratified  them,  but  that  during  the  rainy  Seafore, 
which  was  now  begun,  and  which  continues  fix 
Months,  they  could  not  recover  the  Treafure, 
which  they  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards ,  out  of 
the  Rivers  in  which  they  had  concealed  it. 

Drake ,  therefore,  propofing  to  wait  in  this 
Place  till  the  Rains  were  paft,.  built,  with  the  Af- 
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finance  of  the  Symerom,  a  Fort  of  Earth  and  Tim¬ 
ber,  and  leaving  Part  of  his  Company  with  the 
Symons,  fet  out  with  three  Pinnaces  towards 
C arthagena,  being  of  a  Spirit  too  active  to  Jie  ftill 
patiently,  even  in  a  State  of  Plenty  and.Security, 

and  with  the  moft  probable  Expectations  of  im- 
menie  Riches. 


n  the  1 6th  of  October,  he  anchored  within 
fight  of  Carthagena,  without  landing  ;  and  on  the 
17th,  going  out  to  Sea,  took  a  Spanijh  Bark,  with 
wh.ch  they  entered  the  Harbour,  where  they  were 
accofted  by  a  Spanijh  Gentleman,  whom  they  had 
fome  time  before  taken,  and  Let  at  Liberty,  who 
coming  to  them  in  a  Boat  (as  he  pretended)  with¬ 
out  the  Knowledge  of  the  Governor,  made  them 
great  Promifes  ofRefrefh ment,  and  Proftffions  of 
Efteem  ;  but  Drake  having  waited  till  the  next 
Morning  without  receiving  the  Provifions  he  had 
been  prevailed  upon  to  expect,  found  that  all  this 
pretended  Kindnefs  was  no  more  than  a  Stratagem 

to  amufe  him,  while  the  Governor  was  raifin- 
f  orces  for  his  Deftru&ion.  a 

October  20,  they  took  two  Frigates  coming  out 
of  Carthagena  without  Lading.- Why  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  knowing  Drake  to  be  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Harbour,  fent  out  their  Ve/Tels  on  purpofe  to  be 
taken,  does  not  appear.  Perhaps  they  thought 
that,  ira  order  to  keep  Pofleffion  of  his  Prizes,  he 
would  divide  his  Company,  and  by  that  Divifion 
be  more  eafily  dellroyed. 
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In  a  few  Hours  afterwards,  they  fent  out  two 
Frigates  well  mann’d,  which  Drake  foon  forced 
to  retire  ;  and  having  funk  one  of  his  Prizes, 
and  burnt  the  other  in  their  Sight,  leaped  after¬ 
wards  afhore,  fingle,  in  Defiance  of  their  Troops, 
which  hovered  at  a  Diftance  in  the  Woods  and 
on  the  Hills,  without  ever  venturing  to  approach 
within  Reach  of  the  Shot  from  the  Pinnaces. 

To  leap  upon  an  Enemy’s  Coaft  in  Sight  of  a 
-fuperiour  Force,  only  to  dhow  how  little  they 
were  feared,  was  an  A&  that  would  in  thefe 
Times  meet  with  little  Applaufe,  nor  can  the  Ge¬ 
neral  be  ferioufly  commended,  or  rationally  vin¬ 
dicated,  who  expofes  his  Perfon  to  Deftru&ion, 
and,  by  Confequence,  his  Expedition  to  Mifcar- 
riage,  only  for  the  Pleafure  of  an  idle  Infult,  an 
infignificant  Bravado.  All  that  can  be  urged  in 
his  Defence,  is,  that  perhaps  it  might  contribute 
to  heighten  the  Efteem  of  his  Followers,  as  few 
Men,  efpecially  of  that  Clafs,  are  philofophical 
enough  to  Rate  the  exa&  Limits  of  Prudence  and 
Bravery,  or  not  to  be  dazzled  with  an  Intrepidity, 
how  improperly  foever  exerted.  It  may  be  added* 
that  perhaps  the  Spaniards ,  who fe  Notions  of 
Courage  are  fufficiently  romantic,  might  look 
upon  him  as  a  more  formidable  Enemy,  and  yield 
more  eafily  to  a  Hero  of  whofe  Fortitude  they  had 
fo  high  an  Idea. 

However,  finding  the  whole  Country  adver¬ 
ted  of  his  Attempts,  and  in  Arms  to  oppofe  him, 
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he  thought  it  not  proper  to  flay  longer  where 
theie  was  no  Probability  of  Succefs,  and  where 
he  might  in  time  be  overpowered  by  Multitudes, 
and  therefore  determined  to  go  forwards  to  Rif 
de  Heha. 

This  Refolution,  when  it  was  known  by  his 
Followers,  threw  them  into  Aftonifliment,  and 
the  Company  of  one  of  his  Pinnaces  remonftrated 
to  him,  that  though  they  placed  the  higheft  Con¬ 
fidence  in  his  Conduft,  they  could  not  think  of 
undertaking  fuch  a  Voyage  without  Provifions, 
having  only  a  Gammon  of  Bacon,  and  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  Bread,  for  feventeen  Men  :  Drake 
anfwered  them,  that  there  was  on  board  his  Veil'd 
even  a  greater  Scarcity ;  but  yet,  if  they  would 
adventure  to  lhare  his  Fortune,  he  did  not  doubt 
of  extricating  them  from  all  their  Difficulties. 

Such  was  the  heroic  Spirit  of  Drake,  that  he 
never  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  diverted  from  his  De- 
figns  by  any  Difficulties,  nor  ever  thought  of  re¬ 
lieving  his  Exigencies,  but  at  the  Expence  of  his 
Enemies. 

Refolution  and  Succefs  reciprocally  produce 
each  other.  He  had  not  failed  more  than  three 
Leagues,  before  they  difeovered  a  large  Ship, 
which  they  attacked  with  all  the  Intrepidity  that 
Neceffity  infpires,  and  happily  found  it  laden  with 
excelleht  Provifions. 

But  finding  his  Crew  growing  faint  and  fickly 
with  their  Manner  of  Living  in  the  Pinnaces, 

which 
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Which  was  lefs  commodious  than  on  board  the 
Ships,  he  determined  to  go  back  to  the  Symerons , 
with  whom  he  left  his  Brother  and  Part  of  his 
Force,  and  attempt,  by  their  Condudl,  to  make 
his  Way  over,  and  invade  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Inland  Parts,  where  they  would  probably  never 
dream  of  an  Enemy. 

When  they  arrived  at  Port  Diego ,  fo  named 
from  the  Negro  who  had  procured  them  their  In- 
tercourfe  with  the  Symerons ,  they  found  Captain 
John  Drake,  and  one  of  his  Company  dead,  being- 
killed  in  attempting,  almoft  unarmed,  to  board  a 
Frigate,  well  provided  with  all  things  neceflary 
for  its  Defence.  The  Captain  was  unwilling  to 
attack  it,  and  reprefented  to  them  the  Madnefs  of  - 
their  Propofal  ;  but  being  overborn  by  their  Cla¬ 
mours  and  Importunities,  to  avoid  the  Imputation 
of  Cowardice,  complied  to  his  Deftru&ion.  So 
dangerous  is  it  for  the  chief  Commander  to  be 
abfent ! 

Nor  was  this  their  only  Misfortune  ;  for,  in  a 
very  fhort  Time,  many  of  them  were  attacked  by 
the  Calenture ,  a  malignant  Fever,  very  frequent 
in  the  hot  Climates,  which  carried  away,  among 
federal  others,  Jojeph  Drake ,  another  Brother  of 
the  Commander. 

While  Drake  was  employed  in  taking  care  of 
the  fick  Men,  the  Symerons,  who  ranged  theCoun- 
tiy  for  Intelligence,  brought  him  an  Account, 
that  the  Spaui/h  f  leet  was  arrived  at  Nonibre  dc 
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Dios?  the  Truth  of  which  was  confirmed  by  a 
Pinnace,  which  he  fent  out  to  make  Obfervations. 

This,  therefore,  was  the  Time  for  their  Jour¬ 
ney,  when  the  Treafures  of  the  American  Mines 
were  to  be  transported  from  Panama ,  over  Land, 
to  Nombre  de  Dios .  He  therefore,  by  the  Direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Symerons ,  furnifhed  himfeJf  with  all 
Things  neceflary,  and  on  February  3,  fet  out  from 
Port  Diego. 

Having  loft  already  28  of  his  Company,  and 
being  under  a  Neceffity  of  leaving  fome  to  guard 
his  Ship,  he  took  with  him  only  18  Englijb ,  and 
30  Symerons ,  who  not  only  ferved  as  Guides  to 
fhow  the  Way,  but  as  Purveyors  to  procure  Pro- 
vifions. 

They  carried  not  only  Arrows  for  War,  but 
for  Hunting  and  Fowling  ;  the  Heads  of  which 
are  proportioned  in  Size  to  the  Game  which  they 
are  purfuing  ;  for  Oxen,  Stags,  or  wild  Boars, 
they  have  Arrows,  or  Javelins,  with  Heads  weigh¬ 
ing  a  Pound  and  half,  which  they  difcharge  near 
Hand,  and  which  fcarcely  ever  fail  of  being  moiv 
tal.  The  fecond  Sort  are  about  half  as  heavy  as 
the  other,  and  are  generally  {hot  from  their  Bows* 
thefe  are  intended  for  fmaller  Beafts.  With  the 
third  Sort,  of  which  the  Heads  are  an  Ounce  in 
weight,  they  kill  Birds. 

As  this  Nation  is  in  a  State  that  does  not  fet 
them  above  continual  Cares  for  the  immediate 
Neceflaries  of  Life,  he  that  can  temper  Iron  beft. 
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is  among  them  moft  efteemed  ;  and*  perhaps,  it 
would  be  happy  for  every  Nation,  if  Honours  and 
Applaufes  were  as  juftly  diftributed,  and  he  were 
moft  diftinguifhed  whofe  Abilities  were  moft  ufe- 
ful  to  Society.  How  many  chimerical  Titles  to 
Precedence,  how  many  falfe  Pretences  to  Refpeft, 
would  this  Rule  bring  to  the  Ground  ! 

Every  Day,  bySun-rifing,  they  began  to  march, 
and  having  travelled  till  ten,  refted  near  fome 
River  till  twelve  ;  then  travelling  again  till  four> 
they  repofed  all  Night  in  Houfes,  which  the  Sy- 
msrons  had  either  left  ftanding  in  their  former 
Marches,  or  very  readily  ere&ed  for  them,  by 
fetting  up  three  or  four  Pofts  in  the  Ground,  and 
laying  Poles  from  one  to  another  in  Form  of  a 


Roof,  which  they  thatched  with  Palmetto  Boughs 
and  Plantane  Leaves.  In  the  Valleys,  where  they 
were  fheltered  from  the  Winds,  they  left  three  or 
four  Feet  below  open  ;  but  on  the  Hills,  where 
they  were  more  expofed  to  the  chill  Blafts  of  the 


Night,  they  thatched  them  clofe  to  the  Ground, 
leaving  only  a  Door  for  Entrance,  and  a  Vent  in 
ihe  Middle  of  the  Room,  for  the  Smoke  of  three 
hires,  which  they  made  in  every  Houfe. 

In  their  March,  they  met  not  only  with  Plenty 
of  Fruits  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Rivers,  but  with 
wild  Swine  in  great  abundance,  of  which  the  Sy- 
merom>  without  Difficulty,  killed,  for  the  moft 
Part,  as  much  as  was  wanted.  One  day,  how¬ 
ever,  they  found  an  Otter,  and  were  about  to  dreis 
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’  at  Drake  exprefling  his  Wonder,  was 

allied  by  Pedro ,  the  chief  Symeron ,  ^ 

Man  of  JVar,  and  in  Want ,  and  yet  doubt  whether 
this  be  Meat  that  hath  Blood  in  it  ?  For  which 
Di are  in  private  rebuked  him,  fays  the  Relator, 
whether  juflly  or  not,  it  is  not  very  important  to 
determine.  There  feems  to  be  in  Drakes  Scruple 
fomevvhat  of  Superftition,  perhaps  not  eafily  to 
be  juftified  ;  and  the  Negroe’s  Anfwer  was,  at 
leaf!:,  martial,  and  will  I  believe  be  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  rational. 

On  the  thiid  Day  of  their  March,  February  6, 
they  came  to  a  Town  of  the  Symerons ,  fituated  on 
the  Side  of  .a  Hill,  and  encompafied  with  a  Ditch 
and  a  Mud  Wall,  to  fecure  it  from  any  fudden 
Surprize ;  Here  they  lived  with  great  Neatnefs 
and  Plenty,  and  fome  Obfervation  of  Religion, 
paying  great  Reverence  to  the  Crofs ;  a  Pra&ice 
which  Drake  prevailed  upon  them  to  change  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Here  they  impor¬ 
tuned  Drake  to  Fay  for  a  few  Days,  promifmg  to 
double  his  Strength ;  but  he,  either  thinking  greater 
Numbers  unnecefTary,  or  fearing  that  if  any  Dif¬ 
ference  fhouid  arife,  he  fhould  be  overborn  by  the 
Number  of  the  Symerons,  or  that  they  would  de¬ 
mand  to  fnare  the  Plunder  that  fhould  be  taken, 
in  common,  or  for  fome  other  Reafon,  that  might 
eafily  occur,  refufed  any  Addition  to  his  Troop, 
endeavouring  to  exprefs  his  Refufal  in  fuch  Terms 
.as  might  heighten  their  Opinion  of  his  Bravery. 

He 
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He  then  proceeded  on  his  Journey,  through 
cool  Shades,  and  lofty  Woods,  which  fheltered 
them  fo  effectually  from  the  Sun,  that  their  March 
was  lefs  toilfome  than  if  they  had  travelled  in 
England  during  the  Heat  of  the  Summer.  Four 
of  the  Symerons ,  that  were  acquainted  with  the 
Way,  went  about  a  Mile  before  the  Troop,  and 
Scattered  Branches  to  direct  them  ;  then  followed 
twelve  Symerons ,  after  whom  came  the  Englijh 
with  the  two  Leaders,  and  the  other  Symerons 
clofed  the  Rear. 

On  February  n,  they  arrived  at  the  Top  of  a 
very  high  Hill,  on  the  Summit  of  which  grew  a 
Tree  of  wonderful  Greatnefs,  in  which  they  had 
cut  Steps  for  the  more  eafy  Afcent  to  the  Top, 
where  there  was  a  Kind  of  Tower,  to  which  they 
invited  Drake ,  and  from  thence  fhewed  him  not 
only  the  North  Sea,  from  whence  they  came, 
but  the  great  South  Sea ,  on  which  no  Englijh 
Veflel  had  ever  failed.  This  Profpedf  exciting 
his  natural  Lurifity  and  Ardour  for  Adventures 
and  Difcoveries,  he  lifted  up  his  Hands  to  God, 
and  implored  his  Bleffing  upon  the  Refolution, 
which  he  then  formed,  of  failing  in  an  Englijh 
Ship  on  that  Sea. 

Then  continuing  their  March,  they  came, 
after  two  Days,  into  an  open,  level  (Jountry, 
where  their  PafTage  was  fomewhat  incommoded 
by  the  Grafs,  which  is  of  a  peculiar  Kind,  con¬ 
fiding  ot  a  Stalk  like  that  of  Wheat,  and  a  Blade, 
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on  which  the  Oxen  and  other  Cattle  feed,  till  it 
grows  too  high  for  them  to  reach  ;  then  the  In¬ 
habitants  fet  it  on  fire,  and  in  three  Days  it 
prings  up  again  ;  this  they  are  obliged  to  do 
tnricea  Year,  fo  great  is  the  Fertility  of  the  Soil. 

At  length,  being  within  view  of  Panama,  they 
left  all  frequented  Roads,  for  fear  of  beiiw  dif- 
covered,  and  polled  themfelves  in  a  Grove, °near 
the  Way  between  Panama  and  N ombre  de  Dios  ■, 
then  they  fent  a  Symeron,  in  the  Habit  of  a  Negro 
of  Panama,  to  enquire  on  what  Night  the  Recoes, 
or  Drivers  of  Mules,  on  which  the  Treafure  is’ 
carried,  were  to  fet  forth.  The  Mefl'enger  was  fo 
well  qualified  for  his  Undertaking,  and  fo  in- 
duftrious  in  the  Profecution  of  it,  that  he  fcon 
returned  with  an  Account,  that  the  Treafurer  of 
Lima,  intending  to  return  to  Europe,  would  pa's 

that  Night,  with  eight  Mules  laden  with  Gold, 
and  one  with  Jewels. 

Having  received  this  Information,  they  imme- 
dlately  marched  to  Vent  a  Cruz,  the  firft  Town  on 
the  Way  to  Nomire  de  Dios,  fending,  for  Secu¬ 
rity,  two  Symerons  before,  who,  as  they  went, 
perceived,  by  the  Scent  of  a  Match,  that  fome 
Spaniard  was  before  them,  and  going  filemly  for - 
wards,  furprized  a  Soldier  afleep  upon  the  Ground, 
i  hey  immediately  bound  him,  and  brought  him 
to  Drake,  who,  upon  Enquiry,  found  that  their 
Spy  had  not  deceived  them  in  his  Intelligence. 
The  Soldier  having  informed  himfelf  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain’s 
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tain’s  Name,  conceived  fuch  a  Confidence  in  his 
well-known  Clemency,  that  after  having  made 
an  ample  Difcovery  of  theTreafure  that  Was  now 
at  hand,  he  petitioned  not  only  that  he  would  com¬ 
mand  the  Symerons  to  fpare  his  Life,  but  that  when 
the  Treafure  fhould  fall  into  his  Hands,  he  would 
allow  him  as  much  as  might  maintain  him  and 
his  Miftrefs,  fmce  they  were  about  to  gain  more 
than  their  whole  Company  could  carry  away. 

Drake  then  ordered  his  Men  to  lie  down  in 
the  long  Grafs,  about  fifty.  Paces  from  the  Road, 
half  on  one  Side,  with  himfelf,  and  half  on  the 
other,  with  Oxenham  and  the  Captain  of  the  Sy- 
merons ,  fo  much  behind,  that  one  Company  might 
feize  the  foremofl  Reeoe ,  and  the  other  the  hinder- 
moft;  for  the  Mules  of  thefe  Recces ,  or  Drovers, 
•being  tied  together,  travel  in  a  Line,  and  are  all 
guided  by  leading  the  firfL 

When  they  had  lain  about  an  Hour  in  this 
Place,  they  began  to  hear  the  Bells  of  the  Mules 
on  each  Hand,  upon  which  Orders  were  given, 
that  the  Droves  v/hich  came  from  Renta  Cruz 
jfhould  ptfs  unmolefted,  becaufe  they  carried  no¬ 
thing  of  great  Value,  and  thofe  only  be  inter¬ 
cepted  which  were  travelling  thither,  and  that 
none  of  the  Men  fhould  rife  up  til)  the  Signal 
fhould  be  given.  But  one  Robert  Pike ,  heated 
with  flrong  Liquor,  left  his  Company,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  one  of  the  Symerons  to  creep  with  him 
the  Way-fide,  that  they  might  fignalize  them- 
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fe'ves  by  feizing  the  firft  Mule;  and  hearing  the 

Tramphng  °f  a  Horfe,  as  he  lay,  could  not  be 

reftrained  by  the  Symeron  from  riling  up  to  ob- 

■en.e  who  was  palling  by.  This  he  did  fo  impru- 

nt  y,  that  tie  was  difcovered  by  the  Pafienger ; 

y  rake  s  Order,  the  Englljh  had  put  their 

bhatson  over,  their  Coats,  that  the  Night  and 

umu  t  irught  not  hinder  them  from  knowing 
one  another.  ° 


The  Gentleman  was  immediately  obferved  by 

Drake  to  change  his  T rot  into  Gallop  ;  but  the 

Rcafon  of  it  not  appearing,  it  was  imputed  to  his 

bear  of  the  Robbers  that  ufually  infeft  that  Road 

and  the  Englijh  ftill  continued  to  expedf  the 
1  reafure. 


In  a  fhort  Time,  one  of  the  Recces  that  were 
pafiing  towards  V <mta  Cruz ,  came  up,  and  was 
eagerly  feized  by  the  Englijh,  who  expend  no¬ 
thing  leis  than  half  the  Revenue  of  the  Indies ; 
nor  is  it  eafy  to  imagine  their  Mortification  and’ 
Perplexity,  when  they  found  only  two  Mules  laden 

with  Silver,  the  reft  having  no  other  Burthen 
than  Provifions. 

* 

1  he  Driver  was  brought  immediately  to  the 
Captain,  and  informed  him,  that  the  Horfeman 
whom  he  had  obferved  pa fs  by  with  fo  much  Pre¬ 
cipitation,  had  informed  the  Treafurer  of  what 
he  had  obfeived,  and  advifed  him  to  fend  back 
the  Mules  that  carried  his  Gold  and  Jewels,  and 
fuffer  only  the  reh:  to  proceed,  that  he  might,  by 


that 
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that  cheap  Experiment,  difcover  whether  there 
was  any  Ambufh  on  the  Way. 

That  Drake  was  not  lefs  difgufled  than  his  Fol- 
lowerSjat  theDifappointment,  cannot  be  doubted  ; 
but  there  was  now  no  Time  to  be  fpent  in  Com¬ 
plaints.  The  whole  Country  was  alarmed,  and 
all  the  Force  of  the  Spaniards  was  fummoned  to 
overwhelm  him.  He  had  no  Fortrefs  to  retire  to, 
every  Man  was  his  Enemy,  and  every  Retreat 
better  known  to  the  Spaniards  than  to  himfelf. 

This  was  an  Occafion  that  demanded  all  the 
Qualities  of  an  Hero,  an  Intrepidity  never  to  be 
fhaken,  and  a  Judgment  never  to  be  perplexed. 
He  immediately  conftdered  all  the  Circumflances 
of  his  prefent  Situation,  and  found  that  it  af¬ 
forded  him  only  the  Choice  of  marching  back  by 
the  fame  Way  through  which  he  came,  or  of  for¬ 
cing  his  Paffage  to  Vent  a  Cruz. 

To  march  back,  was  to  confefs  the  Superiority 
of  his  Enemies,  and  to  animate  them  to  the  Pur- 
fuit ;  the  Woods  would  afford  Opportunities  of 
Ambufh,  and  his  Followers  mud  often  difperfe 
themfelves  in  fearch  of  Provifions,  who  would 
become  an  eafy  Prey,  difpirited  by  their  Difap- 
pointment,  and  fatigued  by  their  March.  On  the 
Way  to  VeniaCmz  he  fhould  have  nothing  to  fear 
but  from  open  Attacks,  and  expefted  Enemies. 

Determining  therefore  to  pafs  forward  to  Venta 
Cruz ,  he  afked  Pedro ,  the  Leader  of  the  Symerons , 
whether  he  was  refolved  to  fellow  him  ;  and 
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liaving  received  u  ora -him  the  firongeft  AiTurances 

t  iat  nofi-nHg  fhould  feparate  them,  commanded 

his  Men  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  prepare  to  fet 
forward. 


,  Wfe”  canie  within  a  Mile  of  the  Town, 
they  dtfmifled  the  Mules  which  they  had  made  ufe 

of  for  their  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Paffage,  and 
contmued  their  March  along  -a  Road  cut  through 
th.ck  Woods,  m  which  a  Company  of  Soldiers, 
who  were  quartered  in  the  Place  to  defend  it  a- 
ga.nft  the  Symerms,  had  pofted  themfelves,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  Convent  of  Friars  headed  by  one°of 
tie  Brethren,  who fe  Zeal  againft  the  Northern 
Herefy  had  incited  him  to  hazard  his  Perfon,  and 
alfume  the  Province  of  a  General. 

Drake,  who  was  advertifed  by  two  Symerons, 
whom  he  fent  before,  of  the  Approach  of  the 

Spaniards ,  commanded  his  Followers  to  receive 
the  firft  VoIiey  without  firing. 

In  a  fhort  Time  he  heard  himfelf  fummoned 
by  the  Spanijh  Captain  to  yield,  with  a  Promife 
of  Protedlion  and  kind  Treatment ;  to  which  he 

anfwered  with  Defiance,  Contempt,  and  theDif- 
charge  of  his  Piftol. 

Immediately  the  Spaniards  poured  in  their  Shot, 
by  which  only  one  Man  was  killed,  and  Drake \ 
with  fome  others,  ilightly  wounded  ;  upon  which 
the  Signal  was  given  by  Drake’s  Whiftle  to  fall 
upon  them.  The  Englijb,  after  difcharging  their 
Arrows  and  Shot,  prelied  furiou/ly  forward,  and 

drove 
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drove  the  Spaniards  before  them,  which  the  Sy- 
merons ,  whom  the  Terror  of  the  Shot  had  driven 
to  fome  Diftance,  obferved,  and  recalling  their 
Courage,  animated  each  other  with  Songs  in  their 
own  Language,  and  rufhed  forward  with  fuch 
Impetuofity,  that  they  overtook  them  near  the 
Town,  and,  fupported  by  th c  Engii/b^  difpei  fed 
them,  with  the  Lofs  of  only  one  Alan,  who,  after 
he  had  received  his  Wound,  had  Strength  and  Re- 
folution  left  to  kill  his  Aflailant. 

They  purfued  the  Enemy  into  the  Town,  in 
which  they  met  with  fome  Plunder,  which  was 
given  to  the  Symerons ,  and  treated  the  Inhabitants 
with  great  Clemency,  Drake  himfelf  going  to  the 
Spanijb  Ladies,  to  allure  them  that  no  Injuries 
fhould  be  offered  them  ;  fo  infeparable  is  Huma¬ 
nity  with  true  Courage. 

Having  thus  broken  the  Spirits,  and  fcattered 
the  Forces  of  the  Spaniards ,  he  purfued  his  March 
to  his  Ship,  without  any  Apprehenfion  of  Dan¬ 
ger,  yet  with  great  Speed,  being  very  folicitous 
about  the  State  of  the  Crew ;  fo  that  he  allowed 
his  Men,  harraffed  as  they  were,  but  little  Time 
for  Sleep  or  Refrefhment ;  but  by  kind  Exhorta¬ 
tions,  gentle  Authority,  and  a  chearful  Partici¬ 
pation  of  all  their  Hardfhips,  prevailed  upon  them 
to  bear,  without  Murmurs,  not  only  the  Toil  of 
Travelling,  but  on  fome  Days  thePain  of  Hunger, 
In  this  March,  he  owed  much  of  his  Expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  AMtance  of  the  Symerons ,  who  being 

K  6  sc- 


cciiflomcJ  to  the  Climate,  and  naturally  robuft 

ZwZ  rght  himh^ncc,  and  fhewed 

tUals  T  T,  TT  Neceffaries>  provided  Vic- 
p  j-„  c  .  U1  C  lodgings  j  and  when  any  of  the 

2S  T  "  ,h'  Wa>'-  wo  of  them  would 
carry  him  between  them  for  two  Miles  together  • 

nor  was  their  Valour  lefs  than  their  Induftrv,  after 

to  defnl  tTnr  ’  fr°m  theIr  Companions, 

to  defpife  the  Fire-arms  of  the  Spaniards. 

When  they  were  within  five  Leagues  of  the 

Sh!ps  they  found  a  Town  built  in  their  Abfence 

frndiW  rr,3t  whkh^confented  to  bait, 
T\  ‘Is  3  t0  Ship  with  his  Gold 

-pick  as  a  Token,  which,  though  the  Mailer 

CrndTr'^r  n0t  ?ffiCiem  t0  ^  MeiTenger 
^  edit,  till,  upon  Examination,  he  found  that  the 

wXm’  ^ H  °f fCd  him  t0  reg3rd  n°  Me%c 

ithout  his  Hand-writing,  had  engraven  Ifis 
Name  upon  it  with  the  Point  of  his  Knife  He 

'net”  Ind  ft  tbe  River>  which  they 

whofe  W  Til  fem  t0  the  Town  for  thofe 
whofe  Weannefs  had  made  *hem  unable  to  march 

'  ther.  On  February  23,  the  whole  Company 

was  re-united  ;  andDr^e,  whofe  good  or  ill  Suc- 

cefs  never  prevailed  over  his  Piety,  celebrated  their 
Meeting  with  Thanks  to  God. 

ZWv,  not  yet  difeouraged,  now  turned  his 
Thoughts  to  new  ProfyeXs,  and  without  languilh- 
«ng  m  Melancholy  Reflexions  upon  his  paftMif- 
.a.nages,  employed  himfelf  in  forming  Schemes 

for 
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for  repairing  them.  Eager  of  A&ion,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Man’s  Nature,  he  never  buffered 
IdJenefs  to  infed  his  Followers  with  Cowardice, 
but  kept  them  from  finking  under  any  Difap- 
pointment,  by  diverting  their  Attention  to  fomc. 
new  Enterprize* 

Upon  Confultation  with  his  own  Men  and  the 
Symerons ,  he  found  them  divided  in  their  Opini¬ 
ons  :  fome  declaring,  that  before  they  engaged  in 
any  new  Attempt,  it  w7as  neceffary  to  increafe 
their  Stores  of  Provifions  ;  and  others  urging,  that 
the  Ships  in  which  the  Treafure  was  conveyed 
fhould  be  immediately  attacked.  The  Symerons 
propofed  a  third  Plan,  and  advifed  him  to  under¬ 
take  another  March  over  Land  to  the  Houfe  of 
one  Pezoro  near  Veregua ,  whofe  Slaves  brought 
him  every  Day  more  than  two  hundred  Pounds 
Sterling  from  the  Mines,  which  he  heaped  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  ftrong  Stone  Houfe,  which  might,  by  the 
Help  of  the  Englijh ,  be  eafily  forced. 

Drake ,  being  unwilling  to  fatigue  his  Follow¬ 
ers  with  another  Journey,  determined  to  comply 
with  both  the  other  Opinions  ;  and  manning  his 
two  Pinnaces,  the  Bear  and  the  Minion ,  he  fent 
John  Oxenham ,  in  the  Bear ,  towards  Tolon^  to 
feize  upon  Provifions  5  and  went  himfelf,  in  the 
Minion ,  to  the  Cahezas ,  to  intercept  the  Treafure 
that  was  to  be  tranfported  from  Veragua  and  that 
Coaft,  to  the  Fleet  at  Nombre  de  Dios ;  firft  dif- 
mifling  with  Prefents  thole  Symerons  that  defired 

,to 
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to  return  to  their  Wives,  and  ordering  thofe  that 
ehofe  to  remain,  to  he  entertained  in  the  Ship. 

Drake  took  at  the  Cabezas  a  Frigate  of  Nicara- 

iua *  ^ot  w^ich  informed  him,  that  there 

was  in  the  Harbour  of  Veragua  a  Ship  freighted 
with  more  than  a  Adillion  of  Gold,  to  which  he 
offered  to  conduct  him  (being  well  acquainted 
witd  the  Soundings)  if  he  might  be  allowed  his 
Share  of  the  Prize  ;  fo  much  was  his  Avarice  fu- 
perior  to  his  Honefty. 

Drake ,  after  feme  Deliberation,  complying  with 
the  Pilot  s  Importunities,  failed  towards  the  Har¬ 
bour,  but  had  no  fooner  entered  the  Mouth  of  it 
than  he  heard  the  Report  of  Artillery,  which  was 
an  five  rca  by  others  at  a  greater  Difbance,  upon 
which  the  a  told  nun  that  they'  were  di/cover- 
ed,  this  being  the  Signal  appointed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  alarm  the  Coafi:. 

Drake  now  thought  it  convenient  to  return  to 
the  Ship,  that  he  might  enquire  the  Succefs  of 
the  other  Pinnace,  which  he  found  with  a  Frigate 
that  fhe  had  taken,  with  twenty-eight  fat  Hogs, 
two  hundred  Hens,  and  great  Store  of  Maiz,  or 
Indian  Corn.  The  Veffei  ltfelf  was  fo  Tong,  and 
well  built,  that  he  fitted  it  out  for  War,  determin¬ 
ing  to  attack  the  Fleet  at  Nombre  de  Dios ► 

On  March  the  21ft  he  fet  fail,  with  the  new 
Frigate  and  the  Bear,  towards  the  Cabezas ,  at 
which  he  arrived  in  about  two  Days,  and  found 
there  Tetu,  a  Frenchman^  with  a  Ship  of  War, 

who 
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who  after  having  received  from  him  a  Supply  of 
Water,  and  other  NecefTaries,  intreated  that  he 
might  join  with  him  in  his  Attempt,  which  Drake 
confenting  to,  admitted  him  to  accompany  him 
with  twenty  of  his  Men,  ftipulating  to  allow 
them  an  equal  Share  of  whatever  Booty  they 
fhould  gain.  Yet  were  they  not  without  fome 
Sufpicions  of  Danger  from  this  new  Ally,  he  hav¬ 
ing  eighty  Men,  and  they  being  now  reduced  to 
thirty-one. 

Then  manning  the  Frigate  and  two  Pinnaces, 
they  fet  fail  for  the  Cabezas ,  where  they  left  the 
Frigate,  which  was  too  large  for  the  Shallows  over 
which  they  v/ere  to  pafs,  and  proceeded  to  Rio 
Francifco .  Here  they  landed  5  and  having  or¬ 
dered  the  Pinnaces  to  return  to  the  fame  Place 
on  the  fourth  Day  following,  travelled  through 
the  Woods  towards  Nornbre  de  Dios ,  with  fuch 
Silence  and  Regularity  as  furprifed  the  French , 
who  did  not  imagine  the  Symercns  fo  difcreet  or 
obedient  as  they  appeared,  and  were  therefore  in 
perpetual  Anxiety  about  the  Fidelity  of  their 
Guides,  and  the  Probability  of  their  Return.  Nor 
did  the  Sy?nerons  treat  them  with  that  Submiflion 
and  Regard  which  they  paid  to  the  Englijh ,  whofe 
Bravery  and  Conduct  they  had  already  tried. 

At  length,  after  a  laborious  March  of  more 
than  feven  leagues,  they  began  to  hear  the  Ham¬ 
mers  of  the  Carpenters  in  the  Bay,  it  being  the 
Cuftom  in  that  hot  Seafon  to  work  in  the  Night ; 

and 
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and  m  a  ihort  Time  they  perceived  the  Approach 
^  the  Recces,  or  Droves  of  Mules,  from  Panama. 
I  hey  now  no  longer  doubted  that  their  Labours 
would  be -rewarded,  and  every  Man  imagined 
himfelr  (ecure  from  Poverty  and  Labour  for  the 
remaming  Parf  of  his  Life.  They,  therefore, 
when  the  Mules  came  up,  ru/hed  out  and  feized 
them,  with  an  Alacrity  proportioned  to  their  Ex¬ 
pectations.  The  three  Droves  confifted  of  one 
hundred  and  nine  Mules,  each  of  which  carried 
three  hundred  Pounds  Weight  of  Silver.  It  was 
to  little  Purpofe  that  the  Soldiers,  ordered  to  guard 
the  lieafure,  attempted  Refinance.  After  a^fhort 
Combat,  in  which  the  French  Captain  and  one  of 
the  Symerons  were  wounded,  it  appeared  with  how 

much  greater  Ardour  Men  are  animated  bv  In- 
tereft  than  Fidelity.  3 

As  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  carry  away  but 
a  fmall  Part  of  this  Treafure,  after  having  wearied 
themfelves  with  hiding  it  in  Holes  and  fhaliow 
v\  aters,  they  determined  to  return  by  the  fame 
Way,  and,  without  being  purfued,  entered  the 
V\  oocls,  where  the  French  Captain,  being  difabled 
by  his  Wound,  was  obliged  to  Pay,  two  of  his 
Company  continuing  with  him. 

When  they  had  gone  forward  about  two 
Leagues,  the  Frenchmen  milled  another  of  their 
Company,  who,  upon  Enquiry,  was  known  to  be 
intoxicated  with  Wine,  and  fuppofed  to  have  loft 

himfelf  in  the  Woods,  by  neglecting  to  obferve 
the  Guides.  D 
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But  common  Prudence  not  allowing  them  to 
hazard  the  whole  Company,  by  too  much  Solici¬ 
tude  for  a  fmgle  Life,  they  travelled  on  towards 
Rio  Francifco ,  at  which  they  arrived  April  the  3d  ; 
but  looking  out  for  their  Pinnaces,  were  furprized 
with  the  Sight  of  feven  Spanijh  Shallops,  and  im¬ 
mediately  concluded,  that  fome  Intelligence  of 
their  Motions  had  been  carried  to  Nombre  dc  Dios , 
and  that  thefe  Veffels  had  been  fitted  out  to  purfue 
them,  which  might  undoubtedly  have  overpowered 
the  Pinnaces  and  their  feeble  Crew  :  Nor  did 
their  Sufpicion  flop  here,  but  immediately  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  them,  that  their  Men  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  by  Torture  to  difcover  where  their  Frigate 
and  Ship  were  Rationed,  which  being  weakly 
manned,  and  without  the  Prefence  of  the  chief 
Commanders,  would  fall  into  their  Hands,  almofl 
without  Refiftance,  and  all  Poffibility  of  efcapLng 
be  entirely  cut  off. 

Thefe  Reflections  funk  the  whole  Company 
into  Defpair ;  and  every  one,  inftead  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  break  through  the  Difficulties  that  fur- 
rounded  him,  refigned  up  himfelf  to  his  111-For¬ 
tune  ;  when  Drake ,  whofe  Intrepidity  was  never 
to  be  fhaken,  and  whofe  Reafon  was  never  to  be 
furprized,  or  embarraffed,  reprefented  to  them, 
that  though  the  Spaniards  fhould  have  made  them- 
felves  Mafters  of  their  Pinnaces,  they  might  yet 
be  hindered  from  difcovering  the  Ships.  He  put 
them  in  mind,  that  the  Pinnaces  could  not  be 

taken. 


210 


the  life  of 

taken,  the  Men  examined,  their  Examinations 
compared,  their  Refolutions  formed,  the  Vefl'els 
knt  out,  and  the  Ships  taken  in  an  Inftant.  Some 
»ne  muff  neceffarily  be  fpent  before  the  daft 
Blow  could  be  ffruck,  and  if  that  Time  were  not 
oeg  ‘gently  io/b,  it  might  be  poffibJe  for  fome  of 
them,  to  reach  the  Ships  before  the  Enemy,  and 
curetf  them  to  change  their  Station. 

They  were  animated  with  this  Difcourfe,  by 
which  they  difeovered  that  their  Leader  was  not 
without  Hope ;  but  when  they  came  to  look  more 
-nearly  into  their  Situation,  they  were  unable  to 
conceive  upon  what  it  was  founded.  To  pafs  by 
Land  was  impoflible,  as  the  Wav  lay  over  high 
Mountains,  through  thick  Woods,  and  deep  Ri¬ 
vers,  and  they  had  not  a  Angle  Boat  in  their 
Power,  fo  that  a  Paflage  by  Water  feemed  equally 

ineradicable.  But  Drake,  whole  Penetration 
immediately  difeovered  all  the  Circumltanees  and 
fnconveniencies  of  every  Scheme,  foon  determined 
upon  the  only  means  of  Succour  which  their  Con¬ 
dition  afforded  them ;  and  ordering  his  Men  to 
make  a  Raft  out  of  the  Trees  that  were  then  float¬ 
ing  on  the  River,  offered  himfelf  to  put  off  to  Sea 
upon  it,  and  chearfully  afked  who  would  accom¬ 
pany  him.  John  Owen,  John  Smith ,  and  tw« 
Frenchmen ,  who  were  willing  to  fhare  his  For¬ 
tune,  embarked  with  him  on  the  Raft,  which  was 
fitted  out  with  a  Sail  made  of  a  Bifcuit-Sack,  and 
an  Oar  to  dired  its  Courfe  inftead  of  a  Rudder. 

Then 
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Then  having  comforted  the  reft  with  Afturancos 
ft  his  Regard  lor  them,  and  Refolution  to  leave 
lothing  unattempted  for  their  Deliverance,  he  put 
ffi'to  Sea,  and  after  having,  with  much  Difficulty, 
ailed  three  Leagues,  defcried  two  Pinnaces  haft- 
ng  towards  him,  which,  upon  a  nearer  Approach, 
be  difcovered  to  be  his  own,  and  perceiving  that 
they  anchored  behind  a  Point  that  jutted  out  into 
the  Sea,  he  put  to  Shore,  and  croffing  the  Land 
bn  foot,  was  received  by  his  Company  with  that 
Satisfaction  which  is  only  known  to  thofe  that 
have  been  acquainted  with  Dangers  and  Diftreftes. 

The  fame  Night  they  rowed  to  Rio  Francifco , 
where  they  took  in  the  reft,  with  what  Treafure 
they  had  been  able  to  carry  with  them  through 
the  W oods ;  then  failing  back  with  the  utmo'ft 
Expedition,  they  returned  to  their  Frigate,  and 
foon  after  to  their  Ship,  where  Drake  divided  the 
Gold  and  Silver  equally  between  the  French  and 
the  Englijh • 

Here  they  fpent  about  fourteen  Days  in  fitting 
out  their  Prigate  more  compleatly  ;  and  then  dif- 
miffing  the  Spaniards  with  their  Ship,  lay  a  few 
Days  among  the  Cabezas ,  while  twelve  Englijh 
and  fixteen  Symerons  travelled  once  more  into  the 
Country,  as  well  to  recover  the  French  Captain, 
whom  they  had  left  wounded,  as  to  bring  away 
the  Treafure  which  they  had  hid  in  the  Sands. 
Drake ,  whom  his  Company  would  not  fuffer  to 
hazard  his  Perfon  in  another  Land  Expedition, 
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went  with  them  to  Rio  Francifco ,  where  he  four 
one  of  the  Frenchmen  who  had  flay’d  to  atter 
*  .  r  Captain,  and  was  informed  by  him,  upc 
his  Enquiries  after  his  Fortune,  that  half  an  Hoi 
after  their  Separation,  the  Spaniards  came  upc 
them,  and  eafiJy  feized  upon  the  wounded  Ca; 
tain  ;  but  that  his  Companion  might  have  efcape 
with  inm,  had  he  not  preferred  Money  to  Life 
for  feeing  him  throw  down  a  Box  of  Jewels  th; 
retarded  him,  he  could  not  forbear  taking  it  Ur 
and  with  that,  and  the  Gold  which  he  had  alread' 
was  fo  loaded  that  he  could  not  efcape.  Wit 
regard  to  the  Bars  of  Gold  and  Silver,  which  the 
had  concealed  in  the  Ground,  he  informed  them 
that  two  thoufand  Men  had  been  employed  ii 
f°r  them. 

The  Men,  however,  either  miftrufting  the  In¬ 
former’s  Veracity,  or  confident  that  what  the' 
had  hidden  could  not  be  found,  purfued  thei" 
Journey ;  but  upon  their  Arrival  at  the  Place 
found  the  Grpund  turned  up  for  two  Miles  round 
and  were  able  to  recover  no  more  than  thirtear 
Bars  of  Silver,  and  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Gold. 
They  difco/ered  afterwards,  that  the  Frenchsnas, 
who  was  left  in  the  Woods,  falling  afterwards 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards ,  was  tortured  by 
them,  till  heconfefled  where  Drake  had  concealed 
his  Plunder.  So  fatal  to  Drake's  Expedition  was 
the  Drunkenneis  of  his  I  olJowers. 


Then 
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Then  difmifling  the  French ,  they  patted  by  Car - 
agena  with  their  Colours  flying,  and  Toon  after 
ok  a  Frigate  laden  with  Provifions  and  Honey, 
hich  they  valued,  as  a  great  Reftorative,  and 
en  failed  away  to  the  Cabezas . 

Here  they  flayed  about  a  Week,  to  clean  their 
ettels,  and  fit  them  for  a  long  Voyage,  deter¬ 
mining  to  fet  fail  for  England .  And  that  the  faith- 
1  ISymerons  might  not  go  away  unrewarded,  broke 
a  their  Pinnaces,  and  gave  them  the  Iron,  the 
oil  valuable  Prefent  in  the  World  to  a  Nation 
hofe  only  Employments  were  War  and  Hunt- 
ig,  and  amongft  whom  Show  and  Luxury  had 
0  Place. 

Pedro,  their  Captain,  being  defired  by  Drake 
>  go  through  the  Ship,  and  to  choofe  what  he 
oft  defired,  fixed  his  Eye  upon  a  Scymeter  fet 
ith  Diamonds,  which  the  French  Captain  had 
'efented  to  Drake ;  and  being  unwilling  to  afk 
>r  fo  valuable  a  Prefent,  offered  for  it  four  laro;e 
froits,  or  thick  Plates  of  Gold,  which  he  had 
itherto  concealed  ;  but  Drake ,  defirous  to  fhow 
im  that  Fidelity  feldom  is  without  a  Recom- 
mfe,  gave  it  him  with  the  higheft  Profefiions  of 
atisfadtion  and  Efteem.  Pedro ,  receiving  it  with 
le  utmoft  Gratitude,  informed  him,  that  by  be- 
owing  it,  he  had  conferred  Greatnefs  and  Ho- 
our  upon  him;  for  by  prefenting  it  to  his  King, 
e  doubted  not  of  obtaining  the  higheft  Rank  a- 
longft  the  Symerons .  He  then  perfifted  in  his  Re- 
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folution  of  leaving  the  Gold,  which  was  gene- 
rpufly  thrown  by  Drake  into  the  common  Stock  ; 
or  he  faid,  that  thofe  at  whofe  Expences  he  had 
been  fent  out,  ought  to  fhare  in  all  the  Gain  of 
the  Expedition,  whatever  Pretence,  Cavil  or  Chi¬ 
canery  might  fupply  for  the  Appropriation  of  any 
art  of  it.  Thus  was  Drake' s  Character  confift- 
ent  with  itfelf;  he  was  equally  fuperior  to  Avarice 
and  b  ear ;  and  through  whatever  Danger  he  mi»ht 
go  in  qaeft  of  Gold,  he  thought  it  not  valuable 
enough  to  be  obtained  by  Artifice  or  Difhonefty. 

They  now  forfook  the  Coaft  of  America,  which 
for  many  Months  they  had  kept  in  perpetual  A- 
larrns,  having  taken  more  than  two  hundred  Ships 
of  all  Sizes,  between  Carthagena  and  Nrnbre  de 
Dm,  of  which  they  never  deftroyed  any,  unlefs 
they  were  fitted  out  againft  them,  nor  ever  de¬ 
tained  the  Prifoners  longer  than  was  neceflary 
for  their  own  Security  or  Concealment,  providing 
for  them  in  the  fame  Manner  as  for  themfe!ves° 
and  protecting  them  from  the  Malice  of  the  Sy’- 
rnrons: '  A  Behaviour,  which  Humanity  dilates, 
and  which,  perhaps,  even  Policy  cannot  difap- 
prove.  He  mu  ft  certainly  meet  with  obftinate 
Oppofition,  who  makes  it  equally  dangerous  to 
yield  as  to  refift,  and  who  leaves  his  Enemies  no 
Hopes  but  from  Vidiory. 

What  Riches  they  acquired,  is  not  particularly- 
related  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the 
Plunder  of  fo  many  VeiTels,  together  with  the 
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Silver  which  they  feized  at  Nombre  de  Dios ,  muff 
amount  to  a  very  large  Sum,  though  the  Part  that 
was  allotted  to  Drake  was  not  fufficient  to  lull 
him  into  Effeminacy,  or  to  reprefs  his  natural  In¬ 
clination  to  Adventures. 

They  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  Augufty 
*573*  on  Sunday  in  the  Afternoon  ;  and  fo  much 
were  the  People  delighted  with  the  News  of  their 
Arrival,  that  they  left  the  Preacher,  and  ran  in 
Crouds  to  the  Key  with  Shouts  and  Congratula¬ 
tions. 

Drake  having,  in  his  former  Expedition,  had 
a  View  of  the  South  Sea,  and  formed  a  Refolution 
to  fail  upon  it,  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  di¬ 
verted  from  his  Defign,  by  the  Profpecl  of  any 
Difficulties  that  might  obftruft  the  Attempt,  nof 
any  Dangers  that  might  attend  the  Execution  ; 
Dangers,  which  brave  Men  often  find  it  much 
more  eafy  to  overcome,  than  fecret  Envy,  and  do- 
meftic  Treachery. 

Drake’ s  Reputation  was  now  fufficiently  ad¬ 
vanced  to  incite  Detra&ion  and  Oppofition ;  and 
it  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  a  Man,  by  Nature  fupe- 
rior  to  mean  Artifices,  and  bred,  from  his  earlieff 
Years,  to  the  Labour  and  Hardfhips  of  a  Sea- 
Life,  was  very  little  acquainted  with  Policy  and 
Intrigue,  very  little  verfed  in  the  Methods  of  Ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Powerful  and  Great,  and  unable 
to  obviate  the  Pra&ices  of  thofc  whom  his  Merit 
had  made  his  Enemies. 


Nor 


V 


wmm 

> 


216  THE  LIFE  OF 

Nor  are  fuch  the  only  Opponents  of  great  En- 
terprizes  :  There  are  fome  Men  of  narrow  Views, 
and  grovelling  Conceptions,  who,  without  the  In¬ 
itiation  of  perfonal  Malice,  treat  every  new  At¬ 
tempt  as  wild  and  chimerical,  and  look  upon  ever y 
Endeavour  to  depart  from  the  beaten  Track  as 
the  rafh  Effort  of  a  warm  Imagination,  or  the 
glittering  Speculation  of  an  exalted  Mind,  that 
may  pleafe  and  dazzle  for  a  Time,  but  can  pro¬ 
duce  no  real  or  lafting  Advantage. 

Thefe  Men  value  themfelves  upon  a  perpetual 
Scepticifm,  upon  believing  nothing  but  their  own 
Senfes,  upon  calling  for  Demonftration  where  it 
cannot  poffibly  be  obtained,  and  fometimes  upon 
holding  out  againft  it  when  it  is  laid  before 
them  ;  upon  inventing  Arguments  againff  theSuc- 
cefs  of  any  new  Undertaking  ;  and,  where  Ar¬ 
guments  cannot  be  found,  upon  treating  it  with 
Contempt  and  Ridicule. 

Such  have  been  the  moft  formidable  Enemies 
of  the  great  Benefactors  to  Mankind,  and  to  thefe 
we  can  hardly  doubt  but  that  much  of  the  Oppo- 
fition  which  Drake  met  with  is  to  be  attributed  ; 
for  their  Notions  and  Difcourfe  are  fo  agreeable 
to  the  Lazy,  the  Envious,  and  the  Timorous, 
that  they  feldom  fail  of  becoming  popular,  and 
directing  the  Opinions  of  Mankind. 

Whatfoever  were  his  Obftacles,  and  whatfo- 
ever  the  Motives  that  produced  them,  it  was  not 
till  the  Year  1577,  that  he  was  able  to  affemble  a 
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Force  proportioned  to  his  Defign,  and  to  obtain 
a  Commiffion  from  the  Queen,  by  vvhich  he  was 
conftituted  Captain  General  of  a  Fleet,  ^confift- 
ing  of  five  VefTels,  of  which  the  Pellican ,  Admiral* 
of  an  hundred  Tons,  was  commanded  by  himfelf ; 
the  Elizabeth ,  Vice-Admiral,  of  80  Tons,  by 
John  JVinter ;  the  Marigold ,  of  30  Tons,  by  John 
\ Thomas  \  the  Sivan ,  of  50  Tons,  by  John  Chejler  ; 
the  Chrijlopher ,  of  15  Tons,  by  Thomas  Mochcy 
the  fame,  as  it  feems,  who  was  Carpenter  in  the 
former  Voyage,  and  deftroyed  one  of  the  Ships  by 
Drake's  Dire&ion. 

Thefe  Ships,  equipped  partly  by  himfelf,  and 
partly  by  other  private  Adventurers,  he  manned 
with  164  flout  Sailors,  and  furnifhed  with  fuch 
Provifions  as  he  judged  neceflary  for  the  long 
Voyage  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Nor  did  he 
confine  his  Concern  to  naval  Stores,  or  military 
Preparations,  but  carried  with  him  whatever  he 
thought  might  contribute  to  raife  in  thofe  Nations* 
with  which  he  fhould  have  any  Intercourfe,  the 
highcft  Ideas  of  the  Politenefs  and  Magnificence 
of  his  native  Country.  He  therefore  not  only 
procured  a  compleat  Service  of  Silver  for  his  own 
Table,  and  furnifhed  the  Cook-room  with  many 
Vaflels  of  the  fame  metal,  but  engaged  feveral 
Muficians  to  accompany  him;  rightly  judging, 
that  nothing  would  more  excite  the  Admiration 
of  any  favage  and  uncivilifed  People. 

Having  been  driven  back  by  aTempeft  in  their 
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firft  Attempt,  and  obliged  to  return  to  Plymouth , 
to  repair  the  Damages  which  they  had  fuffered, 
•they  fet  fail  again  from  thence  on  the  13th  of  De- 
certiber ,  1577,  and  on  the  25th  had  fight  of  Cape 
'Cantire  in  Barbary ,  from  whence  they  coafted  on 
fouthward  to  the  Ifiand  of  Magadore ,  which  Drake 
had  appointed  for  the  firft  Place  of  Rendezvous, 
•and  on  the  27th  brought  the  whole  Fleet  to  an¬ 
chor  in  a  Harbour  on  the  Mainland. 

They  were,  foon  after  their  Arrival,  difeovered 
hy  the  Moors  that  inhabited  thofe  Coafts,  who 
fent  two  of  the  principal  Men  amongft  them  on 
board  Drakes  Ship,  receiving  at  the  fame  time 
two  of  his  Company  as  Hoftages.  Thefe  Men  he 
not  only  treated  in  the  moft  fplendid  Manner,  but 
-prefented  them  with  fuch  things  as  they  appeared 
moft  to  admire;  it  being  with  him  an  eftablifhed 
Maxim,  to  endeavour  to  fecure  in  every  Country 
,a  kind  Reception  to  fuch  Englijhmen  as  might 
come  after  him,  by  treating  the  Inhabitants  with 
Kindnefs  and  Generofity ;  a  Conduft  at  once  juft 
and  politick,  to  the  Negleft  of  which  may  be  at¬ 
tributed  many  of  the  Injuries  fuffered  by  our 
Sailors  in  diftant  Countries,  which  are  generally 
aferibed,  rather  to  the  EfFe<fts  of  Wickednefs  and 
Folly  of  our  own  Commanders,  than  the  Barba¬ 
rity  of  the  Natives,  who  feldom  fall  upon  any  un- 
lefs  they  have  been  firft  plundered  or  inful  ted ; 
and,  in  revenging  the  Ravages  of  one  Crew  upon 
another  of  the  fame  Nation,  are  guilty  of  no¬ 
thing 
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thing  but  what  is  countenanced  by  the  Example 
of  the  Europeans  themfelves. 

But  this  friendly  Intercourfe  was  in  Appearance 
foon  broken  ;  for  on  the  next  Day,  obferving  the 
Moors  making  Signals  from  the  Land,  they  fent 
out  their  Boat,  as  before,  to  fetch  them  to  the 
•Ship,  and  one  "John  Fry  leaped  afhore,  intending 
to  become  an  Hoftage,  as  on  the  former  Day, 
when  immediately  he  was  feized  by  the  Moorsy 
and  the  Crew  obferving  great  Numbers  to  ftart 
up  from  behind  the  Rock  with  Weapons  in  their 
Hands,  found  it  Madnefs  to  attempt  his  Refcue, 
and  therefore  provided  for  their  own  Security  by 
returning  to  the  Ship. 

Fry  was  immediately  carried  to  the  King,  who 
being  then  in  continual  Expe&ation  of  an  Invafion 
from  Portugal ,  fufpecled  that  thefe  Ships  were 
fent  only  to  obferve  the  Coafc,  and  difcover  a  pro¬ 
per  Harbour  for  the  main  Fleet  ;  but  being  in¬ 
formed  who  they  were,  and  whither  they  were 
bound,  not  only  difmiffed  his  Captive,  but  made 
large  Offers  of  Friendfhip  and  Affiftance,  which 
Drake y  however,  did  not  ffay  to  receive ;  but  be¬ 
ing  difgufted  at  this  Breach  of  the  Laws  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  afraid  of  far thertf Violence,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fpent  fome  Days  in  fearching  for  his  Man,  in 
which  he  met  with  no  Refinance,  left  the  Coafl 
on  December  31,  fome  time  before  Frys  Return, 
who  being  obliged  by  this  Accident  to  fomewhat 
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a  longer  Refidence  among  the  Moors ,  was  after¬ 
wards  fent  home  in  a  Merchant’s  Ship. 

On  January  16,  they  arrived  at  Cape  Blanc ; 
Jiaving  in  their  PafTage  taken  feveral  Spanijh  Vef- 
fels.  Here,  while  Drake  was  employing  his  Men 
in  catching  Fifh,  of  which  this  Coaft  affords  great 
Plenty,  and  various  Kinds,  the  Inhabitants  came 
down  to  the  Sea-fide  with  their  Alijoges ,  or  Hea¬ 
ther  Pottles,  to  traffic  for  Water,  which  they 
were  willing  to  purchafe  with  Ambergrife,  and 
other  Gums.  But  Drake  compaffionating  the  Mi- 
lery  nf  their  Condition,  gave  them  Water  when¬ 
ever  they  afked  for  it,  and  left  them  their  Com¬ 
modities  to  traffick  with,  when  they  fhould  be 
again  reduced  to  the  fame  Diffrefs,  without  find¬ 
ing  the  fame  Generofity  to  relieve  them. 

Here  having  difeharged  fome  Spanijh  Ships, 
which  they  had  taken,  they  fet  fail  towards  the 
Ifies  of  CapeVerd ,  and  on  January  28,  came  to 
anchor  before  Mayoy  hoping  to  furnifh  themfelves 
with  frefli  Water  ;  but  having  landed,  they  found 
the  Town  by  the  Water’s-fide  entirely  deferted, 
and  marching  farther  up  the  Country,  faw  the 
Vallies  extremely  fruitful,  and  abounding  with 
ripe  Figs,  Cocoes,  and  Plantains,  but  could  by  no 
means  prevail  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  converfe  or 
traffick  with  them  :  However,  they  were  fuffered 
by  them  to  range  the  Country  without  Molefta- 
tion,  but  found  no  Water,  except  at  fuch  a  Dis¬ 
tance  from  the  Sea,  that  the  Labour  of  conveying 
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it  to  their  Ships  was  greater  than  it  was  at  that 
time  necefTary  for  them  to  undergo.  Salt,  had 
they  wanted  it,  might  have  been  obtained  with 
lefs  Trouble,  being  left  by  the  Sea  upon  the  Sand, 
and  hardened  by  the  Sun,  during  the  Ebb,  in  fuch 
Quantities,  that  the  chief  TrafHckof  their  Ifland 
is  carried  on  with  it. 

January  31,  they  patted  by  St  Jago ,  an  Ifland 
at  that  time  divided  between  the  Natives  and  the 
Portuguefe ,  who  fir  ft  entering  thefe  Idands  under 
the  Show  of  TrafRck,  by  degrees  eftablifhed  them- 
felves,  and  claimed  a  Superiority  over  the  original 
Inhabitants,  and  har  ratted  them  with  fuch  Cruel¬ 
ty,  that  they  obliged  them  either  to  fly  to  the 
Woods  and  Mountains,  and  pcrifh  with  Hunger, 
or  to  take  Arms  againft  their  Oppreffors,  and  "un¬ 
der  the  infuperable  Difadvantages  with  which 
they  contended,  to  die  almoft  without  a  Battle  in 
Defence  of  their  natural  Rights,  and  ancient 
PoffefHons. 

Such  Treatment  had  the  Natives  of  St  Jags 
received,  which  had  driven  them  into  the  rocky 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  from  whence  they  made  In- 
curfions  into  the  Plantations  of  the  Portuguefe , 
lometimes  with  Eofs,  but  generally  with  that  Suc- 
cefs  which  De/peration  naturally  procures  ;  fo  that 
the  Portuguefe  were  in  continual  Alarms,  and  lived 
with  the  natural  Confequences  of  Guilt,  Terror, 
and  Anxiety.  They  were  wealthy,  but  not  happy, 
and  pottefied  the  Ifland,  but  not  enjoyed  it. 
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They  then  failed  on  within  fight  of  Fogo,  a& 
Ifiand  fo  called  from  a  Mountain,  about  the  mid^ 
die  of  it,  continually  burning,  and  like  the  refb 
inhabited  by  the  Portugueje ,  two  Leagues  to  the 
South- of  which  lies  Brava ,  which  has  received  its 
Name  from  its  Fertility,  abounding,  though  un¬ 
inhabited  with  all  Kinds  cf  bruits,  and  watered 
with  great  Numbers  of  Springs  and  Brooks,  which 
would  eafily  invite  the  PofTefTors  of  the  adjacent 
I  (lands  to  fettle  in  it,  but  that  it  affords  neither 
Harbour  nor  Anchorage.  Drake,  after  having 
fent  out  his  Boats  with  Plummets,  was  not  able 
to  find  any  Ground  about  it,  and  it  is  reported 
that  many  Experiments  have  been  made  with  the 
fame  Succefs  ;  however,  be  took  in  Water  fufH- 
«ient,  and  on  the  ad  of  February,  fet  fail  for  the 
Straits  of  Mage  Iran. 

On  February  17,  they  parted  the  Equator,  and 
continued  their  Voyage,  with  fometimes  Calms, 
and  fometimes  contrary  Winds,  but  without  any 
memorable  Accident  till  March  28,  when  one  of 
♦  <their  Veflels,with  28  Men,  and  the  greateft  Part 
of  their  frefh  Water  on  board,  was,  to  their  great 
Difcouragement,  fepa.rated  from  them  ;  but  their 
Perplexity  lafted  not  long,  for  on  the  next  Day 
they  difeovered  and  rejoined  their  Artbciates. 

In  their  longCourfe,  which  gave  them  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  obferving  feveral  Animals,  both  in  the 
Air  and  Water,  at  that  Time  very  little  known, 
nothing  entertained,  or  furprized  them  more,  than 

the 


Sir  FRANCIS  DRAKE.  223; 

♦fee  Flying  Fijh,  which  is  near  of  the  fame  Size- 
with  a  Herring,  and  has  Fins  of  the  Length  of 
his  whole  Body,  by  the  Help  of  which,  when  he 
is  purfued  by  the  Bonito ,  or  Great  Mackerel,  as- 
foon  as  he  finds  himfelf  upon  the  point  of  being 
taken,  he  fp rings  up  into  the  Air,  and  dies  for¬ 
ward  as  long  as  his  Wings  continue  wet,  mo  iff  u  re 
being,  as  it  feems,  neceffary  to  make  them  pliant 
and  moveable ;  and  when  they  become  dry  and.’ 
ftiff,  he  falls  down  into  the  Water,,  unlefs  fome- 
JBark  or  Ship  intercept  him,  and  dips  them  again 
for  a  fecond  Flight.  This  unhappy  Animal  is 
not  only  purfued  by  Fifties  in  his  natural  Ele¬ 
ment,  but  attacked  in  the  Air,  where  he  hope» 
for  Security,  by  the  Z>r>/,  or  Spar- kite ,  a  great 
Bird  that  preys  upon  Fifh.j  and  their  Species  muff 
furely  be  deftroyed,  were  not  their  Increafe  io 
great,  that  the  young  Fry,  in  one  Part  of  the  Year, 
covers  the  Sea. 

There  is  another  Fifh,  named  the  Cut  til ,  of 
which  whole  Shoals  will  fometimes  rife  at  once 
out  of  the  Water,  and  of  which  a  great  Multi¬ 
tude  fell  into  their  Ship. 

At  length,  having  failed  without  Sight  of  Land 
for  ft xty- three  Days,  they  arrived,  April  5,  at  the 
Coafts  of  Bra/il ,  where,  on  the  7th,  the  Ckrijlo- 
pher  was  feparated  again  from  them  by  a  Storm, 
after  which  they  failed  near  the  Land  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  on  the  14th  anchored  under  a  Cape, 
which  they  afterwards  called  Cape  ^foy ,  bccaufe 
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111  two  Days,  the  Ve/l’el  which  they  had  loft  re¬ 
lumed  to  them. 

Having  (pent  a  Fortnight  in  the  River  o f  Plate, 
to  reirefh  his  Men  after  their  iong  Voyage,  and 
then  /landing  out  to  Sea,  he  was  again  furprized 
hv  a  hidden  Storm,  in  which  they  Jo/I  /ie;ht  of  the 
&ivan.  This  Accident  determined  Drake  to  con- 
Sraft:  the  Number  of  his  fleet,  that  he  might  not 
only  avoid  the  Inconvenience  of  fuch  frequent  Se¬ 
parations,  but  cafe  the  Labour  of  his  Men,  by 
Laving  more  Hands  in  each  VelTel. 

For  this  Purpofe  he  failed  along  the  Coaft  in 
queft  of  a  commodious  Harbour,  and,  on  May  13, 
difcoveied  a  Ray,  which  leemed  not  improper  for 
their  Purpofe,  but  which  they  durft  not  enter  tiil 
it  was  examined  ;  an  Employment  in  which  Drake 
never  frufted  any,  whatever  might  be  his  Confi¬ 
dence  in  his  Followers  on  other  Occafions.  He 
well  knew  how  fatal  one  Moment’s  Inattention 
wight  be,  and  how  eafily  almoft  every  Man  fuf- 
fers  himfelf  to  be  furprized  by  Indolence  and  Se¬ 
curity.  He  knew,  that  the  fame  Credulity  that 
might  prevail  upon  him  to  truft  another,  might 
induce  another  to  commit  the  fame  Office  to  a 
third  ;  and  it  mud  be,  at  length,  that  fo me  of 
them  would  be  deceived.  He  therefore,  as  at  o- 
ther  Times,  ordered  the  Boat  to  be  hoifted  out, 
and  taking  the  Line  into  his  Hand,  went  on 
founding  the  Pafiage  till  he  was  three  Leagues 
from  his  Ship  ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  the  Weather 

changed. 


Sir  FRANCIS  DRAKE.  225 

changed,  the  Skies  blackened,  the  Winds  whitt¬ 
led,  and  all  the  ufual  Forerunners  of  a  Storm  be¬ 
gan  to  threaten  them  :  Nothing  was  now  defired 
but  to  return  to  the  Ship  ;  but  the  Thicknefs  of 
the  Fog  intercepting  it  from  their  Sight,  made 
the  Attempt  little  other  than  defperate.  By  fo 
many  unforefeen  Accidents  is  Prudence  itfelf  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  embarraffed  !  So  difficult  is  it  fometimcs 
for  the  quickeft  Sagacity,  and  moft  enlightened 
Experience,  to  iudge  what  Meafures  ought  to  be 
taken  !  To  truft  another  to  found  an  unknown 
Coatt,  appeared  to  Drake  Folly  and  Preemption; 
to  be  abfent  from  his  Fleet,  though  but  for  an 
Hour,  proved  nothing  lefs  than  to  hazard  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  all  their  Labours,  Hardftiips  and  Dangers. 

In  this  Perplexity,  which  Drake  was  not  more 
fenfible  of  than  thofe  whom  he  had  left  in  the 
Ships,  nothing  was  to  be  omitted,  however  dan¬ 
gerous,  that  might  contribute  to  extricate  them 
from  it,  as  they  could  venture  nothing  of  equal 
Value  with  the  Life  of  their  General.  Captain 
Thomas')  therefore,  having  the  lighted  Veffel, 
fteered  boldly  into  the  Bay,  and  taking  the  Ge¬ 
neral  aboard,  dropped  Anchor,  and  lay  out  of 
Danger,  while  the  reft,  that  were  in  the  open  Sea, 
differed  much  from  the  Tempeft  ;  and  the  Mary , 
a  Portuguefe  Prize,  was  driven  away  before  the 
Wind  ;  the  others,  as  foon  as  the  Tempeft  was 
over,  difcovering  by  the  Fires  which  were  made 
on  Shore,  where  Drake  was,  repaired  to  him. 
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f  Here,  going  on  Shore,  they  met  with  no  inha'- 
bitants,  though  there  were  feveral  Houfes  or  Huts 
Handing,  in  which  they  found  a  good  Quantity  of 
(fry’d  Fowls,  and  among  them  a  great  Number  of 
Oftriches,  of  which  the  Thighs  were  as  large  as 
thofe  of  a  Sheep.  Thefe  Birds  are  too  heavy  and 
unweildy  to  rife  from  the  Ground,  but  with  the' 
Help  of  their  Wings  run  fo  fwi  ftly,  that  the  Eng - 
lijh  could  never  come  near  enough  to  fhoot  at 
them.  The  Indians ,  commonly,  by  holding  a 
large  Plume  of  Feathers  before  them,  and  walking 
gently  forward,  drive  the  Oftriches  into  fome  nar¬ 
row  IS  eck,  or  Point  of  Land,  then  fpreading  a 
Hrong  Net  from  one  Side  to  the  other,  to  hinder 
them  from  returning  back  to  the  open  Fields,  fet 
their  Dogs  upon  them  ;  thus  they  are  confined 
between  the  Net  and  the  Water,  and  when  thrown 
on  their  Backs,  they  rufh  in  and  take  them. 

Not  finding  this  Harbour  convenient,  or  well 
ftored  with  Wood  and  Water*  thoy  left  it  or*  the 
15th  of  May ,  and  on  the  1 8th  entered  another 
much  fafer,  and  more  commodious,  which  they 
no  fooner  arrived  at,  than  Drake ,  whofe  reftlefs 
Application  never  remitted,  fent  Winter  to  the 
Southward,  in  cjueft  of  thofe  Ships  which  were 
abfent,  and  immediately  after  failed  himfelf  to 
the  Northward,  and  happily  meeting  with  the 
Swan,  condu-dled  it  to  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  3  after 
which,  in  purfuance  of  his  former  Refolution,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  broken  up,  referving  the  Iron 
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Work  for  a  future  Supply.  The  other  Veflel 
which  they  loft  in  the  late  Storm  could  not  be 
difeovered. 

While  they  were  thus  employed  upon  an  Illand 
about  a  Mile  from  the  main  Land,  to  which,  at 
low  water,  there  was  a  Paflage  on  Foot,  they  were 
difeovered  by  the  Natives,  who  appeared  upon  a 
Hill  at  a  Diftance,  dancing,  and  holding  up  their 
Hands,  as  beckoning  the  Enghfh  to  them  ;  which 
Drake  obferving,  fent  out  a  Boat  with  Knives, 
Bells,  and  Bugles,  and  fuch  Things,  as,  by  their 
Ufefulnefs  or  Novelty,  he  imagined  would  be  a- 
greeable.  As  foon  as  the  Engllfn  landed,  they  ob- 
ferved  two  Men  running  towards  them,  as  de-- 
puted  by  the  Company,  who  came  within  a  little 
Diftance,  and  then  ftanding  ftill,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  come  nearer.  The  Englijh 
therefore  tied  their  Prefents  to  a  Pole,  which  they 
fixed  in  the  Ground,  and  then  retiring,  faw  the 
Indians  advance,  who  taking  what  they  found 
upon  the  Pole,  left,  in  return,  fuch  Feathers  as 
they  wear  upon  their  Heads,  with  a  finall  Bone 
about  fix  Inches  in  Length,  carved  round  the 
Top,  and  burnifhed. 

Drake  obferving  their  Inclination  to  Friendfhip  . 
and  Traftick,  advanced  with  fome  of  his  Company 
towards  the  Hill,  upon  Sight  of  whom  the  In¬ 
dians  ranged  themfelves  in  a  Line  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  and  one  of  them  running  from  one  End  of 
the  Rank  to  the  other,  backwards  and  forwards,, 
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bow^J  himfclf  towards  the  Riling  and  Setting  of 
he  Sun,  holding  his  Hands  over  his  Head,  and 
requendy  flopping  in  the  Middle  of  the  Rank, 
leaped  up  towards  the  Moon,  which  then  ft  one 
direHly  over  their  Heads ;  thus  calling  the  Sun 
and  Moon,  the  Deities  they  worfhip,  to  witnefs 

Je  S)"centy  o'  .^eir  Profeffions  of  Peace  and 
r.en  up.  While  this  Ceremony  was  perform- 
t  ,  l  rake  and  his  Company  afcended  the  Hill,  to 
the  apparent  Terror  of  the  Indians ,  whofe  Ap- 
prehenfions  when  the  Englijb  perceived,  they 
peaceably  retired  ;  which  gave  the  Natives  fo 
much  Encouragement,  that  they  came  forward 
immediately,  and  exchanged  their  Arrows,  Fea¬ 
thers,  and  Bones,  for  fuch  Trifles  as  were  offered 
them. 


Thus  they  traded  for  fome  Time  ;  but,  by  fre¬ 
quent  Intercourfe,  finding  that  no  Violence  was 
intended,  they  became  familiar,  and  mingled  with 
tne  Englijh  without  the  lead  Diflruft. 

.They  go  quite  naked,  except  a  Skin  of  fome 
Animal,  which  they  throw  over  their  Shoulders 
when  they  lie  in  the  open  Air.  They  knit  up 
their  Hair,  which  is  very  long,  with  a  Roll  of 
Oftrich  feathers,  and  ufually  carry  their  Arrows 
wrapped  up  in  it,  that  they  may  not  encumber 
them,  they  being  made  with  Reeds,  headed  with 
Flint,  and  therefore  not  heavy.  Their  Bows  are 
about  an  Ell  long. 

Their  chief  Ornament  is  Paint,  which  they 
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ufe  of  feveral  Kinds,  delineating  generally  upon 
their  Bodies  the  Figures  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  in 
Honour  of  their  Deities. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  moft  Nations,  amongft 
whom  the  Ufe  of  Cloaths  is  unknown,  paint  their 
Bodies.  Such  was  the  Pra&ice  of  the  firft  Inha- 
bitants  of  our  own  Country.  From  this  Cuflom 
did  our  earlieft  Enemies,  the  Pifts^  owe  their  De¬ 
nomination.  As  it  is  not  probable  that  Caprice 
or  Fancy  Ihould  be  uniform,  there  mull  be,  doubt- 
Iefs,  fome  Reafon  for  a  Practice  fo  general  and 
prevailing  in  dillant  Parts  of  the  World,  which 
have  no  Communication  with  each  other.  The 
original  End  of  painting  their  Bodies  was,  pro¬ 
bably,  to  exclude  the  Cold  ;  an  End  which,  if  we 
bel  ieve  fome  Relations,  is  fo  erFedfually  produced 
by  it,  that  the  Men  thus  painted  never  fhiver  at 
the  moft  piercing  Blafts.  But,  doubtlefs,  any  Peo¬ 
ple  fo  hardened  by  continual  Severities  would, 
even  without  Paint,  be  lefs  fenfible  of  the  Cold 
than  the  civilifed  Inhabitants  of  the  fame  Climate. 
However  this  Practice  may  contribute,  in  fome 
Degree,  to  defend  them  from  the  Injuries  of  W  in¬ 
ter,  and  in  thofe  Climates  where  little  evaporates 
by  the  Pores,  may  be  ufed  with  no  great  Incon¬ 
venience  ;  but  in  hot  Countries,  where  Perfpira- 
tion  in  a  greater  Degree  is  necelTary,  the  Natives 
only  ufe  Un&ion  to  preferve  them  from  the  other 
Extreme  of  Weather  :  So  well  do  either  Reafon  or 
Experience  fupply  the  Place  of  Science  in  Savage 
Countries !  •  1'hey 
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They  had  no  Canoes  like  the  other  Indians , 
nor  any  Method  of  eroding  the  Water,  which 
was  probably  the  Reafon  why  the  Birds  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  Iflands  were  fo  tame,  that  they  might  be 
taken  with  the  Hand,  having  never  been  before 
frighted  or  molefled.  The  great  Plenty  of  Fowls 
and  Seals,  which  crowded  the  Shallows  in  fuch 
Numbers  that  they  killed  at  their  firft  Arrival  two 
hundred  of  them  in  an  Hour,  contributed  much 
to  the  Refrefhment  of  the  Englijh ,  who  named 
the  Place  Seal  Bay  from  that  Animal. 

Thefe  Seals  feem  to  be  the  chief  Food  of  the 
Natives  ;  for  the  Englijh  often  found  raw  Pieces 
ef  their  Flefh  half-eaten,  and  left,  as  they  fup- 
pofed,  after  a  full  Meal  by  the  Indian whom 
they  never  knew  to  make  ufe  of  Fire,  or  any 
Art,  in  drefling  or  preparing  their  Vidluals. 

Nor  were  their  other  Cufloms  lefs  wild  or  un¬ 
couth,  than  their  way  of  feeding  ;  one  of  them 
having  received  a  Cap  off  the  General’s  Head, 
and  being  extremely  pleafed  as  well  with  the  Ho¬ 
nour  as  the  Gift,  to  exprefs  his  Gratitude,  and 
confirm  the  Alliance  between  them,,  retired  to  z 
little  Diflance,  and  thrufling  an  Arrow  into  his 
Leg,  let  the  Blood  run  upon  the  Ground,  tefli- 
fying,  as  it  is  probable,  that  he  valued  Brahe's 
Friendfhip  above  Life. 

Having  flay  d  fifteen  Days  among  thefe  friendly 
Savages,  in  47  Deg.  30  Min.  S.  Latitude,  on 
June  3?  they  fet  fail  towards  the  South  Sea,  aiid. 
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fix  Days  afterwards  flopped  at  another  little  Bay 
to  break  up  the  Ckrijlopher,  Then  pafling  on,, 
they  cafl  Anchor  in  another  Bay,  not  more  than 
20  Leagues  diftant  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan . 

It  was  now  time  ferioufly  to  deliberate  in 
what  Manner  they  fhould  a&  with  regard  to  the 
Portuguefe  Prize,  which  having  been  feparated 
from  them  by  the  Storm,  had  not  yet  rejoined 
them.  To  return  in  fearch  of  it  was  fufliciently 
mortifying  *,  to  proceed  without  it,  was  not  only 
to  deprive  themfelves  of  a  considerable  Part  of 
their  Force,  but  to  expofe  their  Friends  and  Com¬ 
panions,  whom  common  Hardfhips  and  Dangers 
had  endeared  to  them,  to  certain  Death  or  Cap-* 
tivity.  This  Confideration  prevailed,  and  there¬ 
fore  on  the  1 8th,  after  Prayers  to  God,  with 
which  Drake  never  forgot  to  begin  an  Enterprize,. 
he  put  to  Sea,  and  the  next  Day,  near  Port  Ju~ 
ltany  difcovered  their  Aflociates,  whofe  Ship  was- 
now  grown  leaky,  having  fuffered  much,  both  in 
the  firft  Storm  by  which  they  were  difperfed,  and' 
afterwards  in  fruitlefs  Attempts  to  regain  the  Fleet.. 

Drake ,  therefore,  being  dellrous  to  relieve  their/ 
Fatigues,  entered  Port  Julian ;  and  as  it  was  his 
Cuflom  always  to  attend  in  Perfon,  when  any 
important  Bufinefs  was  in  hand,  went  afhore  with 
fome  of  the  chief  of  his  Company,  to  feek  for 
Water,  where  he  was  immediately  accofted  by 
two  Natives,  of  whom  Magellan  left  a  very  ter¬ 
rible  Account,,  having  defcribed  them  as  a  Nar- 
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lion  of  Giants  'and  Monfters  ;  nor  is  his  Narra¬ 
tive  entirely  without  Foundation,  for  they  are  of 
the  largeft  Size,  though  not  taller  than  fome  Eng- 
lifhmen ;  their  Strength  is  proportioned  to  their 
Bulk,  and  their  Voice  loud,  boifterous,  and  ter¬ 
rible.  What  were  their  Manners  before  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Spaniards,  it  is  not  pottible  to  difcover ; 
but  the  Slaughter  made  of  their  Countrymen,  per¬ 
haps  without  any  Provocation,  by  thefe  cruel  In¬ 
truders,  and  the  general  Maflacre  with  which 
that  1  ai  t  Oi  the  World  is  depopulated,  have  raifed 
in  them  a  Sufpicion  of  all  Strangers,  and  by  Con- 

fequence  made  them  lnho/pitable,  treacherous, 
and  bloody. 

The  two  who  aiTociated  themfelves  with  the 
Engiijh,  appeared  much  plea  fed  with  their  new 
Guefts,  received  willingly  what  was  given  them, 
and  very  exa&ly  obferved  every  thing  that  patted, 
feeming  more  particularly  delighted  with  feeing 
Oliver,  the  Mailer  Gunner,  fhoot  an  Engiijh  Ar¬ 
row,  they  fhot  themfelves  likewife,  in  Emulation, 
but  their  Arrows  always  fell  to  the  Ground  far 
Ihort  of  his. 

Soon  after  this  friendly  Conted  came  another, 
who  obferving  the  Familiarity  of  his  Countrymen 
with  the  Strangers,  appeared  much  difpleafed,  and, 
as  the  Engiijhmen  perceived,  endeavoured  to  dif- 
fuade  them  from  fuch  an  Intercourfe.  What  Ef- 
fe£t  his  Arguments  had,  was  foon  after  apparent ; 
for  another  of  Drake’ s  Companions,  being  de- 
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firous  to  fhow  the  third  Indian  a  Specimen  of  the 
Englijh  Valour  and  Dexterity,  attempted  likewife 
to  fhoot  an  Arrow,  but  drawing  it  with  his  full 
Force,  burft  the  Bow-firing  ;  upon  which  the  In - 
dians ,  who  were  unacquainted  with  their  other 
Weapons,  imagining  him  difarmed,  followed  the 
Company,  as  they  were  walking  negligently  down 
towards  their  Boat,  and  let  fly  their  Arrows,  aim¬ 
ing  particularly  at  JVlnter ,  who  had  the  Bow  in 
his  Hand.  He  finding  himfelf  wounded  in  the 
Shoulder,  endeavoured  to  refit  his  Bow,  and  turn¬ 
ing  about,  was  pierced  with  a  fecond  Arrow  in 
the  Bread: ;  Oliver ,  the  Gunner,  immediately  pre- 
fented  his  Piece  at  the  infidious  Afiailants,  which 
failing  to  take  Fire,  gave  them  Time  to  level  an¬ 
other  Flight  of  Arrows,  by  which  he  was  killed  ; 
nor,  perhaps,  had  any  of  them  efcaped,  furprized 
and  perplexed  as  they  were,  had  not  Drake ,  with 
his  ufual  Prefence  of  Mind,  animated  their  Cou¬ 
rage,  and  directed  their  Motions,  ordering  them, 
by  perpetually  changing  their  Places,  to  elude,  as 
much  as  they  could,  the  Aim  of  their  Enemies, 
and  to  defend  their  Bodies  with  their  Targets  ; 
and  inftruding  them,  by  his  own  Example,  to 
pick  up,  and  break  the  Arrows  as  they  fell  5  which 
they  did  with  fo  much  Diligence,  that  the  Indians 
were  foon  in  danger  of  being  difarmed.  Then 
Drake  himfelf  taking  the  Gun,  which  Oliver  had 
fo  unfuccefsfully  attempted  to  make  ufe  of,  dif- 
charged  it  at  th&Jndian  that  firfi  began  die  Fray, 

and 
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and  had  killed  the  Gunner,  aiming  it  fo  happily,,, 
that  the  Hail  Shot,  with  which  it  was  loaded, 
tore  open  his  Belly,  and  forced  him  to  fuch  terri¬ 
ble  Outcries,  that  the  Indian r,  though  their  Num¬ 
bers  increafed,  and  many  of  their  Countrymen 
fhowed  themfelv.es  from  different  Parts  of  the  ad¬ 
joining  Wood,  were  too  much. terrified  to  renew 
the  Affault?  and  fuffered  Drake  >  without  Moleda- 
tton,  to  withdraw  his  wounded  Friend,  who  be- 
ing  hurt  in  his  Lungs,  languifhed  two  Days,  and* 
then  dying,  was  interred  with  his  Companion, 
with  the  ufual  Ceremony  of  a  military  Funeal. 

They  flayed  here  two  Months  afterwards,  with¬ 
out  receiving  any  other  Injuries  from  the  Na¬ 
tives,  who  finding  the  Danger  to  which  they  ex-* 
pofed  themfelves  by  open  Hoflilities,  and  not 
being  able  any  more  to  furprize  the  Vigilance  o£ 
Drake ,  preferred  their  Safety  to  Revenge. 

But  Drake  had  other  Enemies  to  conquer  or 
efcape,  far  more  formidable  than  thofe  Barba¬ 
rians ;  and  infidious.  Pradices  to  obviate,  more 
artful  and  dangerous  than  the  Ambufhes  of  the 
Indians  ;  for  in  this  Place  was  laid  open  a  Defign, 
formed  by  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Fleet,  not 
only  to  defeat  the  Voyage,  but  to  murder  the 
General. 

Th  is  Tranfadion  is  related  in  fo  obfure  and 
confuted  a  Manner,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any 
Judgment  upon  it.  The  Writer  who  gives  the 
larged  Account  of  it  has  fuppreffed  the  Name  of 

the. 
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the  Criminal,  which  we  learn  from  a  more  fuc- 
ein<5l  Narrative  publifhed  in  a  Col  legion  of  Tra¬ 
vels,  near  that  Time,  to  have  been  Thomas 
Doughtie .  What  were  his  Inducements  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  Dedruclion  of  his  Leader,  and  the  Ruin 
of  the  Expedition  ;  or  what  were  his  Views,  if 
his  Defigns  had  fucceeded  ;  what  Meafures  he  had 
hitherto  taken,  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to  cor¬ 
rupt,  with  what  Arts,  or  what  Succefs,  we  are. 
no  where  told. 

The  Plot,  as  the  Narrative  affures  us,  was  laid 
before  their  Departure  from  England ,  and  difco- 
vered,  in  its  whole  Extent,  to  Drake  himfelf,  in 
his  Garden  at  Plymouth ,  who  neverthelefs  not  only 
entertained  the  Perfon  fo  accufed  as  one  of  his 
Company,  but,  as  this  Writer  very  particularly 
relates,  treated  him  with  remarkable  Kindnefs 
and  Regard,  fetting  him  always  at  his  own  Ta¬ 
ble,  and  lodging  him  in  the  fame  Cabbin  with 
himfelf.  Nor  did  he  ever  difeover  the  lead  Sufpi- 
cion  of  his  Intentions,  till  they  arrived  at  this 
Place,  but  appeared,  by  the  Authority  with  which 
he  inveded  him,  to  confider  him  as  one  to  whom, 
in  his  Abfence,  he  could  mod  fecurely  intrud  the 
Direction  of  his  Affairs*  At  length,  in  this  re¬ 
mote  Corner  of  the  World,  he  found  out  a  Dc- 
fign  formed  againd  his  Life,  called  together  all 
his  Officers,  laid  before  them  the  Evidence  on 
which  he  grounded  the  Accufation,  and  fum- 
tnoned  the  Criminal,  who,  full  of  all  the  Horrors 

of 
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®r  ^cU,kL  T dccfnfounded  at  fo  clear  a  Detection 
of  his  whole  Scheme,  immediately  confeffed  his 

rimes,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  unworthy  of 
onger  Life  ;  upon  which  the  whole  AiTembly, 
C°n  °f  thirty  Perfons,  after  having  confidered 
the  Affair  with  the  Attention  which  it  required, 
and  heard  all  that  could  be  urged  in  Extenuation 
o  is  Offence,  unanimoufly  figned  the  Sentence 
by  which  he  was  condemned  to  fuffer  Death. 
Drake,  however,  unwilling,  as  it  fcemed,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  extreme  Severities,  offered  him  his  Choice, 
cither  of  being  executed  on  the  Ifiand,  or  fet  a- 
uore  on  the  Main  Land,  or  being  fent  to  England 
to  be  tried  before  the  Council  j  of  which,  after  a 
L»ay’s  Confideration,  he  chofe  the  firft,  alledging 
trie  Improbability  of  perfuading  any  to  leave  the 
Expedition  for  the  fake  of  tranfporting  a  Criminal 
to  England ,  and  the  Danger  of  his  future  State 
among  Savages  and  Infidels.  His  Choice,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  few  will  approve  :  To  be  fet  afhore  on  the 
Main  Land,  was  indeed  only  to  be  executed  in  a 
different  Manner ;  for  what  Mercy  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  Natives,  fo  incenfed,  but  the 
moft  cruel  and  lingering  Death  ?  But  why  he 
^loulu  not  rather  have  requefted  to  be  fent  to 
England ,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  conceive.  In  folong 
a  Voyage,  he  might  have  found  a  thoufand  Op¬ 
portunities  of  efcaping,  perhaps  with  the  Conni¬ 
vance  of  his  Keepers,  whofe  Refentment  muff 
probably  in  I  inte  have  given  way  to  Companion, 
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or  at  lead  by  their  Negligence,  as  it  is  eafy  to 
believe,  they  would,  in  Times  qf  Eafe  and  Re- 
frefhment,  have  remitted  their  Vigilance,  at  lead 
he  would  have  gained  longer  Life ;  and  to  make 
Death  defirable  feems  not  one  of  the  Effeds  of 
Guilt.  However,  he  was,  as  it  is  related,  obdi- 
nately  deaf  to  all  Perfuafions,  and  adhering  to  his 
drd  Choice,  after  having  received  the  Commu¬ 
nion,  and  dirred  chearfully  with  the  General,  was 
executed  in  the  Afternoon,  with  many  Proofs  of 
Remorfe,  but  none  of  Fear. 

How  far  it  is  probable  that  Drake,  after  having 
been  acquainted  with  this  Man’s  Defigns,  fhould 
admit  him  into  his  Fleet,  and  afterwards  carefs, 
refped,  and  trud  him  ;  or  that  Doughtie ,  who  is 
reprefented  as  a  Man  of  eminent  Abilities,  fhould 
engage  in  fo  long  and  hazardous  a  Voyage,  with 
no  other  View  than  that  of  defeating  it,  is  left  to 
the  Determination  of  the  Reader.  What  Defigns 
he  could  have  formed  with  any  Hope  of  Succefs, 
or  to  what  Adions  worthy  of  Death  he  could 
have  proceeded  without  Accomplices  (for  none 
are  mentioned)  is  equally  difficult  to  imagine. 
Nor,  on  the  other  Hand,  though  the  Obfcurity 
of  the  Account,  and  the  remote  Place  chofen  for 
the  Difcovery  of  this  wicked  Projed,  feem  to  give 
fome  Reafon  for  Sufpicion,  does  there  appear  any 
Temptation,  from  either  Hope,  Fear,  or  Intered, 
that  might  induce  Drake,,  or  any  Commander  in 
his  State,  to  put  to  Death  an  innocent  Man  upon 
falfe  Pretences.  a 
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After  the  Execution  of  this  Man,  the  wltole 
Company,  either  convinced  of  the  Juftice  of  the 
Pi  oceeding,  or  awed  by  the  Severity,  applied 
themfelves,  without  any  Murmurs  or  Appearance 
of  Difcontent,  to  the  Profecution  of  the  Voyage, 
and  having  broken  up  another  Veflel,  and  reduced 
the  Number  of  their  Ships  to  three,  they  left  the 
Port,  and  on  Augufi  the  20th  entered  the  Straits 
of  Magellan ,  in  which  they  ftruggled  with  con¬ 
trary  Winds,  and  the  various  Dangers  to  which 
the  Intricacy  of  that  winding  Paflage  expofed 
them,  till  Night,  and  then  entered  a  more  open 
Sea,  in  which  they  difcovered  an  Ifland  with  a 
burning  Mountain.  On  the  24th,  they  fell  in 
with  three  more  Iflands,  to  which  Drake  gave 
Names,  and,  landing  to  take  Pofleftion  of  them 
in  the  Name  of  his  Sovereign,  found  in  the  large!! 
fo  prodigious  a  Number  of  Birds,  that  they  killed 
three  thoufand  of  them  in  one  Day.  This  Bird, 
of  which  they  knew  not  the  Name,  was  fome- 
what  lefs  than  a  Wjld-Goofe,  without  Feathers, 
and  covered  with  a  kind  of  Down,  unable  to  fly 
or  rife  from  the  Ground,  but  capable  of  running 
and  fwimming  with  amazing  Celerity;  they  feed 
on  the  Sea,  and  come  to  Land  only  to  reft  at 
Night,  or  lay  their  Eggs,  which  they  depofite  in 
Holes  like  thofe  of  Conies. 

From  thefe  Iflands  to  the  South  Sea,  the  Strait 
becomes  very  crooked  and  narrow,  fo  that  fome- 
times,  by  the  Interpofttion  of  Headlands,  the 

Paflage 
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Paflage  Teems  ftiut  up,  and  the  Voyage  entirely 
flopped.  To  double  thefe  Capes  is  very  difficult, 
on  account  of  the  frequent  Alterations  to  be 
made  in  the  Courfe.  There  are,  indeed,  as  Ma¬ 
gellan  oblerves,  many  Harbours,  but  in  moft  of 
them  no  Bottom  is  to  be  found. 

The  Land  on  both  Sides  rifes  into  innumerable 
Mountains ;  the  Tops  of  them  are  encircled  with 
Clouds  and  Vapours,  which  being  congealed  fall 
down  in  Snow,  and  increafe  their  Height  by  har¬ 
dening  into  Ice,  which  is  never  diffolved  ;  but  the 
Valleys  are,  neverthelefs,  green,  fruitful,  and 
pleafant. 

Here  Drake,  finding  the  Strait  in  Appearance 
fhut  up,  went  in  his  Boat  to  make  farther  Dif- 
coveries,  and  having  found  a  Paflage  towards 
the  North,  was  returning  to  his  Ships,  but  Cu- 
riofity  foon  prevailed  upon  him  to  flop,  for  the 
fake  of  obferving  a  Canoe  or  Boat,  with  feveral 
Natives  of  the  Country  in  it.  He  could  not  at 
a  Diflance  forbear  admiring  the  Form  of  this 
little  VefTel,  which  Teemed  inclining  to  a  Semi¬ 
circle,  the  Stem  and  Prow  ftanding  up,  and  the 
Body  finking  inward  ;  but  much  greater  was  his 
Wonder,  when,  upon  a  nearer  Infpe&ion,  he 
found  it  made  only  of  the  Barks  of  Trees,  fewed 
together  with  Thongs  of  Seal-fkin,  fo  artificially, 
that  fcarcely  any  Water  entered  the  Seams.  The 
People  were  well-fhaped,  and  painted  like  thofe 
which  have  been  already  defcribed.  On  the  Land 
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they  had  a  Hut  built  with  Poles  and  covered  with 
Skins,  in  which  they  had  Water  Vefiels  and  other 
Utenfils,  made  like  wife  of  the  Barks  of  Trees. 

Among  thefe  People  they  had  an  Opportunity 
of  remarking,  what  is  frequently  obfervable  in 
favage  Countries,  how  natural  Sagacity  and  un¬ 
wearied  Induftry  may  fupply  the  Want  of  fuch 
Manufactures,  or  natural  Productions,  as  appear 
to  us  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  Support  of  Life. 
The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Blands  are  wholly  Stran¬ 
gers  to  Iron  and  its  Ufe,  but,  inftead  of  it,  make 
life  of  the  Shell  of  a  Mufcle  of  prodigious  Size, 
found  upon  their  Coafts  ;  this  they  grind  upon  a 
Stone  to  an  Edge,  which  is  fo  firm  and  folid,  that 
neither  Wood  nor  Stone  is  able  to  refill  it. 

September  6,  they  entered  the  Great  South  Sea , 
on  which  no  Englifl)  Veilel  had  ever  been  navi¬ 
gated  before,  and  propofed  to  have  dire&ed  their 
Courfe  towards  the  Line,  that  their  Men,  who 
had  fuffcred  by  the  Severity  of  the  Climate,  might 
recover  their  Strength  in  a  warmer  Latitude.  But 
their  Defigns  were  fcarce  formed  before  they  were 
fruftrated  ;  for  on  September  7,  after  an  Eclipfe  of 
the  Moon,  a  Storm  arofe,  fo  violent,  that  it  left 
them  little  Hopes  of  furviving  it ;  nor  was  its 
Fury  fo  dreadful  as  its  Continuance,  for  it  lafled, 
with  little  Intermiilion,  till  October  28,  fifty-two 
Days,  during  which  time  they  were  toffed  incef- 
fantly  from  one  Part  of  the  Ocean  to  another, 
without  any  Power  of  fpreading  their  Sails,  or 

lying 
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^ing  upon  their  Anchors,  amidft  (helving  Shores, 
Scattered  Rocks,  and  unknown  Iflands,  the  Tetft- 
peft  continually  roaring,  and  the  Waves  dafhing 
over  them. 

In  this  Storm,  on  the  30th  of  September ,  the 
Marigold ,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas ,  was 
feparated  from  them.  On  the  7th  of  October , 
havirag  entered  a  Harbour,  where  they  hoped  for 
fome  Intermiflion  of  their  Fatigues,  they  were  in 
a  few  Hours  forced  out  to  Sea  by  a  violent  Guft, 
which  broke  the  Cable,  at  which  Time  they  loft 
fight  of  the  Elizabeth ,  the  Vice-Admiral,  whofe 
Crew,  as  was  afterwards  dlfcovered,  wearied  with 
Labour,  and  difcouraged  by  the  Profpeft  of  future 
Dangers,  recovered  the  Straits  on  the  next  Day* 

,  and  returning  by  the  fame  Paffage  through  which 
they  came,  failed  along  the  Coaft  of  Brafil, ,  and 

on  the  ad  of  June  in  the  Year  following  arrived 

in  England . 

From  this  Bay  they  were  driven  Southward  to 
55  Degrees,  where,  among  fome  Iflands,  they 
flayed  two  Days,  to  the  great  Refrefhment  of 
the  Crew  ;  but  being  again  forced  into  the  main 
Sea,  they  were  tofled  about  with  perpetual  Ex¬ 
pectations  of  perifhing,  till  foon  after  they  came 
again  to  anchor  near  the  fame  Place,  where  they 
found  the  Natives,  whom  the  Continuance  of  the 
Storm  had  probably  reduced  to  equal  Diflrefs, 
rowing  from  one  Ifland  to  another,  and  providing; 
the  Ncceffaries  of  Life.  S 

M  .  If 
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It  is,  perhaps,  a  juft  Qbfervation,  that,  with 
regard  to  outward  Circumftances,  Happinefs  and 
Mifery  are  very  equally  diffufed  through  all 
States  of  human  Life.  In  civilized  Countries, 
where  regular  Policies  have  fecured  the  Neceffa- 
ries  of  Life,  Ambition,  Avarice,  and  Luxury, 
find  the  Mind  at  Leifure  for  their  Reception,  and 
foon  engage  it  in  new  Purfuits  ;  Purfuits  that  are 
to  be  carried  on  by  inceflant  Labour,  and,  whe^ 
ther  vain  or  fuccefsful,  produce  Anxiety  and  Con¬ 
tention.  Among  Savage  Nations,  imaginary 
Wants  find,  indeed,  no  Place,  but  their  Strength 
is  exhaufted  by  necefiary  Toils,  and  their  Pafflons 
agitated,  not  by  Contefts  about  Superiority,  Afflu¬ 
ence,  or  Precedence,  but  by  perpetual  Care  for 
the  prefent  Day,  and  by  Fear  of  perifhing  for 
Want  of  Food, 

But  for  fuch  Reflexions  as  thefe  they  had  no 
Time,  for  having  fpent  three  Days  in  fupplying 
themfelves  with  Wood  and  Water,  they  were,  by 
a  new  Storm,  driven  to  the  Latitude  of  56  Deg. 
where  they  beheld  the  Extremities  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Coaft,  and  the  Confluence  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Southern  Ocean. 

Here  they  arrived  on  the  28th  of  October ,  and 
at  laft  were  blefled  with  the  Sight  of  a  calm  Sea, 
having  for  almoft  two  Months  endured  fuch  a 
Storm  as  no  Traveller  has  given  an  Account  of  \ 
and  fuch  as  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  though 
accuftomed  to  Hurricanes,  they  were  before  un¬ 
acquainted  with.  On 
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On  the  30th  of  October  they  fleered  away  to¬ 
wards  the  Place  appointed  for 'the  Rendezvous  of 
the  Fleet,  which  was  in  30  Degrees,  and  on  the 
next  Day  difcovered  two  Iflands,  fo  well  flocked 
with  Fowls,  that  they  vidualled  their  Ships  with 
them,  and  then  failed  forwards,  along  the  Coafl 
v  e;u,  till  they  came  to  37  Degrees,  where 
inding  neither  their  Ships,  nor  any  convenient 
Port,  they  came  to  Anchor,  November  the  25th, 
at  Mucha,  an  Illand  inhabited  by  fuch  Indians  as 
the  Cruelty  of  their  Spanijh  Conquerors  had  driven 
from  the  Continent,  to  whom  they  applied  for 
Water  and  Provifions,  offering  them  in  return 
fuch  things  as  they  imagined  moll  likely  to  pleafe 
them.  The  Indians  fee med  willing  to  traffick 
and  having  prefented  them  with  Fruits,  and  two 

fat  Sheep,  they  fhewed  them  a  Place  whither 
they  fhould  come  for  Water. 


I  he  next  Morning,  according  to  Agreempnr 
the  Englijh  landed  with  their  Water- Veffels  and 
fent  two  Men  forward  towards  the  Place  appoint 
ed,  who,  about  the  middle  of  the  Wav  WZ  r,  1 
d«»ly  attacked  by  the 

flam.  Nor  were  the  reft  of  the  Company  out  of 
Danger;  for  behind  the  Rocks  was  lodged  an 
Atnbufh  of  five  hundred  Men,  who,  flan  mg  2 
jom  their  Retreat,  difcharged  their  Arrows  Into 

the  Boat,  with  fuch  Dexterity,  that  every  one  of 
the  Crew  was  wounded  by  them  the-  1  •  * 

then  high,  and  hindering  them  from  either*!!? 

Mj  ,•  ; 

tiring^ 
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tiHng,  or  making  ufe  of  their  VVeapons.  Drale 
himfelf  received  an  Arrow  under  his  Eye,  which 
pierced  him  almoft  to  the  Brain,  and  another  in 
his  Head.  The  Danger  of  thefe  W ounds  were 
much  increafed  by  the  Abfence  of  their  Surgeon, 
who  was  in  the  Vice-Admiral,  fo  that  they  had 
none  to  aflift  them  but  a  Boy,  whofe  Age  did  not 
admit  of  much  Experience  or  Skill ;  yet  fo  much 
were  they  favoured  by  Providence,  that  they  all 
recovered. 

No  Reafon  could  be  afligned  for  which  the  In¬ 
dians  fhould  attack  them  with  fo  furious  a  Spirit 
©f  Malignity,  but  that  they  miftook  them  for  Spa¬ 
niards^  whofe  Cruelties  might  very  reafonably  in¬ 
cite  them  to  Revenge,  whom  they  had  driven,  by 
inceffant  Perfecution,  from  their  Country,  waft¬ 
ing  immenfe  Tracks  of  Land,  by  Maflacre  and 
Devaluation. 

On  the  Afternoon  of  the  fame  Day  they  fet 
fail,  and  on  the  30th  of  November  dropped  An¬ 
chor  in  Philips  Bay ,  where  their  Boat,  having 
been  fent  out  to  difcover  the  Country,  returned 
with  an  Indian  in  his  Canoe,  whom  they  had  in¬ 
tercepted.  He  was  of  a  graceful  Stature,  d  refled 
in  a  white  Coat  or  Gown,  reaching  almoft  to  his 
Knees,  very  mild,  humble  and  docile,  fuch  as 
perhaps  were  all  the  Indians ,  till  the  Spaniards 
taught  them  Revenge,  Treachery,  and  Cruelty. 

This  Indian ,  having  been  kindly  treated,  was 
difmifled  with  Prefents,  and  informed,  as  far  as 
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the  Englijb  could  make  him  underftand,  what  they 
chiefly  wanted,  and  what  they  were  willing  to 
give  in  return,  Drake  ordering  his  Boat  to  attend 
him  to  his  Canoe,  and  to  fet  him  fafe  on  the  Land. 

When  he  was  afhore,  he  dire&ed  them  to  wait 
till  his  Return,  and  meeting  fome  of  his  Country¬ 
men,  gave  them  fuch  an  Account  of  his  Recep¬ 
tion,  that,  within  a  few  Hours,  feveral  of  them 
repaired  with  him  to  the  Boat  with  Fowls,  Eggs, 
and  a  Hog,  and  with  them  one  of  their  Captains, 
who  willingly  came  into  the  Boat,  and  defired  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  Englijb  to  their  Ship. 

By  this  Man,  Drake  was  informed,  that  no 
Supplies  were  to  be  expe&ed  here,  but  that  fouth- 
ward,  in  a  Place  to  which  he  offered  to  be  his  Pi¬ 
lot,  there  was  great  Plenty.  T  his  Propofal  was 
accepted,  and  on  the  5th  of  December ,  under  the 
l)ire£lion  of  the  good-natured  Indian ,  they  cam, 
to  Anchor  in  the  Harbour  called  by  the  Spaniards 
I  alpenzO)  near  the  Town  of  St  James  of  Cbiuii , 
where  they  met  not  only  with  fufffeient  Stores  of 
Provifions,  and  with  Store-houfes  full  of  theWines 
of  Chili ,  but  with  a  Ship  called  the  Captain  of  Mo~. 
rial ,  richly  laden,  having,  together  with  large 
Quantities  of  the  fame  Wines,  fome  of  the  fine 
Gold  of  Baldivia ,  and  a  great  Crofs  of  Gold  fet 
with  Emeralds. 

Having  fpent  three  Days  in  ftoring  their  Ships 
with  all  Kinds  of  Provilion  in  the  utmofl:  Plenty, 
they  aeparted,  and  landed  their  Indian  Pilot  where 
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they  fir#  received  him,  after  having  rewarded  him 
much  above  his  Expeditions  or  Defires. 

They  had  now  little  other  Anxiety  than  for 
t  eir  Friends  who  had  been  feparated  from  them* 
and  whom  they  now  determined  to  feek  ;  but 
copfidering  that  by  entering  every  Creek  and  Har¬ 
bour  with  their  Ship,  they  expofed  themfelves  to 
unnecefiary  Dangers,  and  that  their  Boat  would 
.not  contain  fuch  a  Number  as  might  defend  them^ 
/elves  again#  the  Spaniards,  they  determined  to 
Nation  their  Ship  at  fome Place,  where  they  might 
commodioufly  build  a  Pinnace,  which  being  of 
light  Burthen,  might  eafily  fail  where  the  Ship  wa$ 
sn  danger  of  being  branded,  and  at  the  fame  time 
might  carry  a  fufficient  Force  to  refill  the  Ene¬ 
my,  and  afford  better  Accommodation  than  could 
be  expe&ed  in  the  Bo^t. 

T  o  tills  End,  on  the  19th  of  December  they 
entered  a  Bay  near  Cippo ,  a  Town  inhabited  by 
Spaniards.,  who  difeovering  them,  immediately 
ihued  out,  to  the  Number  of  an  hundred  Horfe- 
v.men,  with  about  two  hundred  naked  Indians  run¬ 
ning  by  their  Sides.  The  Englijh  obferving  thd* 
Approach,  retired  to  their  Boat,  without  any  Loft 
except  of  one  M-n,  whom  no  Perfuafions  or  En¬ 
treaties  could  move  to  retire  with  the  reft,  and 
who,  therefore,  was  fhot  by  the  Spaniards ,  who 
exulting  at  the  Vi&ory,  commanded  the  Indians 
to  draw  the  dead  Carcafe  from  the  Rock  on  which 
he  fell,  apd  in  the  Sight  of  the  Englifi  beheaded 
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k,  then  cut  off  the  Right  Hand,  and  tore  out  the 
Heart,  which  they  carried  away,  having  firft  com¬ 
manded  the  Indians  to  fhoot  their  Arrows  all  over 
the  Body.  The  Arrows  of  the  Indians  were 
made  of  green  Wood,  for  the  immediate  Service 
of  the  Day  ;  the  Spaniards ,  with  the  Fear  that  al¬ 
ways  harrafles  Opprefiors,  forbidding  them  td 
have  any  W eapons,  when  they  do  not  want  their 
prefent  Afiikance. 

Leaving  this  Place,  they  foon  found  a  Harbour 
more  fecure  and  convenient,  where  they  built 
their  Pinnace,  in  which  Drake  went  to  feek  his 
Companions,  but  finding  the  Wind  contrary,  he 
was  obliged  to  return  in  two  Days. 

Leaving  this  Place  foon  after,  they  failed  along 
the  Coaft  in  fearch  of  frefh  Water,  and  landing 
at  Turapaca ,  they  found  a  Spaniard  afleep,  with 
Silver  Bars  lying  by  him  to  the  Value  of  three 
thoufand  Ducats  ;  not  all  the  Infults  which  they 
had  received  from  his  Countrymen  could  provoke 
them  to  offer  any  Violence  to  his  Perfon,  and 
therefore  they  carried  away  his  Treafure,  without 
doing  him  any  farther  Harm. 

Landing  in  another  Place,  they  found  a  Spa~ 
niard  driving  eight  Peruvian  Sheep,  which  are 
the  Beaks  of  Burthen  in  that  Country,  each  laden 
with  an  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Silver,  which 
they  feized  likewife,  and  drove  to  their  Boats. 

b  urther  along  the  Coafl  lay  fome  India?}  Towns, 
from  which  the  Inhabitants  repaired  to.  the  Ship, 
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Floats  made  of  Seal-fkins,  blown  full  of  Wind, 
two  of  which  they  fatten  together,  and  fitting  be¬ 
tween  them,  row  with  great  Swiftnefs,  and  carry 
confiderable  Burthens.  They  very  readily  traded 
for  Glafs,  and  fuch  Trittes,  with  which  the  Old 
and  the  Young  fcemecl  equally  delighted. 

Arriving  at  Mormorcna  on  the  26th  of  January, 
Drake  invited  the  Spaniards  to  trafnek  with  him, 
which  they  agreed  to,  and  fupplied  him  with  Ne- 
eeflaries,  felling  to  him,  among  other  Provifions, 
fome  of  thofe  Sheep  which  have  been  mentioned, 
whofe  Bulk  is  equal  to  that  of  a  Cow,  and  whofe 
Strength  is  fuch,  that  one  of  them  can  carry 
three  tall  Men  upon  his  Back  ;  their  Necks  are 
like  a  CameFs,  and  their  Heads  like  thofe  of  our 
Sheep.  They  are  the  moft  ufeful  Animals  of  this 
Country,  not  only  affording  excellent  Fleeces, 
and  wholefome  Flefh,  but  ferving  as  Carriages 

y  O  O 

over  Rocks  and  Mountains  where  no  other  Beaft 
can  travel ;  for  their  Foot  is  of  a  peculiar  Form, 
which  enables  them  to  tread  firm  in  the  moft  fteep 
and  flippery  Places. 

On  all  this  Coaft,  the  whole  Soil  is  fo  impreg¬ 
nated  with  Silver,  that  five  Ounces  may  be  fe- 
parated  from  an  hundred  Pounds  W eight  of  com¬ 
mon  Earth. 

Still  coafting,  in  hopes  of  ^meeting  their 
Friends,  they  anchored  on  the  7th  of  February 
before  Aria ,  where  they  took  two  Barks  with  a- 
bout  eight  hundred  Pounds  weight  of  Silver,  and 
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purfuing  their  Courfe,  feized  another  VefTel  laden 
with  Linens. 

On  the  15th  of  February ,  1578,  they  arrived 
at  Litnay  and  entered  the  Harbour  without  Refin¬ 
ance,  though  thirty  Ships  were  ftationed  there,  of 
which  feventeen  were  equipped  for  their  Voyage, 
and  many  of  them  were  reprefented  in  the  Nar¬ 
rative  as  Veflels  of  confiderable  Force;  fo  that 
their  Security  feems  to  have  confifted  not  in  their 
Strength,  but  in  their  Reputation,  which  had  fo 
intimidated  the  Spaniards ,  that  the  Sight  of  their 
own  Superiority  could  not  roufe  them  to  Oppofi- 
tion.  Inftances  of  fuch  panic  Terrors  are  to  be 
met  with  in  other  Relations ;  but  as  they  are,  for 
the  moft  Part,  quickly  diffipated  by  Reafon  and 
Reflexion,  a  wife  Commander  will  rarely'found 
his  Hopes  of  Succefs  on  them ;  and,  perhaps,  on 
this  Occafion,  the  Spaneards  fcarcely  deferve  a 
feverer  Cenfure  for  their  Cowardice,  than  Drake 
for  his  Temerity. 

In  one  of  thefe  Ships  they  found  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Bars  of  Silver,  in  another  aCheft  of  Money, 
and  very  rich  Lading  in  many  of  the  reft,  of 
which  the  Spaniards  tamely  fuffered  them  to  carry 
the  moft  valuable  Part  away,  and  would  have 
permitted  them  no  lefs  peaceably  to  burn  their 
Ships  ;  but  Drake  never  made  War  with  a  Spirit 
of  Cruelty  or  Revenge,  or  carried  Hoftilities  fur¬ 
ther  than  was  neceflary  for  his  own  Advantage 
or  Defence. 
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They  fet  fail  the  next  Morning  towards  Pa¬ 
nama  in  queft  of  the  Caca  Fuege ,  a  very  rich 
Ship,  which  had  failed  fourteen  Days  before, 
bound  thither  from  Lima ,  which  they  overtook 
on  the  firft  of  March ,  near  Cape  Francijco ,  and, 
boarding  it,  found  not  only  a  Quantity  of  Jew¬ 
els,  and  twelve  Chefts  of  Ryals  of  Plate,  but  80 
Pounds  Weight  of  Gold,  and  twenty-fix  Tons  of 
uncoined  Silver,  with  Pieces  of  wrought  Plate  to 
a  great  Value.  In  unlading  this  Prize  they  fpent 
fix  Days,  and  then  di {miffing  the  Spaniards ,  flood 
off  to  Sea. 

Being  now  fufEcientJy  enriched,  and  having 
loft  all  Hopes  of  finding  their  Affociates,  and  per¬ 
haps  beginning  to  be  rnfe&ed  with  that  Defire  of 
Eafe  and  Pleafure,  which  is  the  natural  Confe- 
quence  of  Wealth  obtained  by  Dangers  and  Fa¬ 
tigues,  they  began  to  confult  about  their  Return 
home ;  and  in  purfuance  of  Drake's  Advice,  re- 
folved  firft  to  find  out  fome  convenient  Harbour, 
where  they  might  fupply  themfelves  with  Wood 
a,nd  Water,  and  then  endeavour  to  difcover  a 
Paffage  from  the  South  Sea  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
a  Difcovery  which  would  not  only  enable  them 
to  return  home  with  lefs  Danger,  and  in  a  fhorter 
Time,  but  would  much  facilitate  the  Navigation 
in  thofe  Parts  of  the  World. 

For  this  Purpofe  they  had  Recourfe  to  a  Port 
in  the  Ifland  of  Caines ,  where  they  met  with 
Fifh,  Wood,  and  frefh,  Water,  and  in  their 

Courfe 


Sir  FRANCIS  DRAKE.  251 

Courfe  took  a  Ship  laden  with  Silk  and  Linnen, 
which  was  the  lad  that  they  met  with  on  this 
Coaft. 

But  being  defirous  of  ftoring  them  (elves  for  a 
Jong  Courfe,  they  touched,  Jpril  the  15th,  at 
Guatulco ,  a  Spanifl)  Iiland,  where  they  fupplied 
themfelves  with  Provifions,  and  feized  a  Bufhel 
of  Ryals  of  Silver. 

From  Guatulco ,  which  lies  in  15  Deg.  40  Min* 
they  flood  out  to  Sea,  and  without  approaching 
any  Land,  failed  forward,  till  on  the  Night  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  3d  of  June,  being  then  in  the  Lat.  of 
38  Deg.  they  were  fuddenly  benumb’d  with  fuch 
cold  Blafls,  that  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  handle 
the  Ropes.  This  Cold  increafed  upon  them,  as 
they  proceeded,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Sailors 
were  difcouraged  from  mounting  upon  the  Deck  ; 
nor  were  the  EfFedls  of  the  Climate  to  be  imputed 
to  the  Warmth  of  the  Regions  to  which  they  had 
been  lately  accuflomed,  for  the  Ropes  were  (lift 
with  Frofl,  and  the  Meat  could  fcarcely  be  con¬ 
veyed  warm  to  the  Table. 

On  June  17,  they  came  to  Anchor  in  38  De?- 
30  Min.  where  they  faw  the  Land  naked,  and: 
the  Trees  without  Leaves,  and  in  a  fhort  Time 
had  Opportunities  of  obferving,  that  the  Natives 
of  that  Country  were  not  lefs  fenfible  of  the  Cold 
than  themfelves  ;  for  the  next  Day  came  a  Man 
rowing  in  his  Canoe  towards  the  Ship,  and  at  a 
Didance  from  it  made  a  long  Oration,  with,  very 
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extraordinary  Gefticulations,  and  great  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Vehemence,  and  a  little  Time  afterwards 
made  a  fecond  V ifit  in  the  fame  Manner;  and 
then  returning  a  third  Time,  he  prefented  them, 
after  his  Harangue  was  finifhed,  with  a  Kind  of 
Crown  of  black  Feathers,  fuch  as  their  Kings 
wear  upon  their  Heads,  and  a  Bafket  of  Rufhes 
filled  with  a  particular  Herb,  both  which  he  faf- 
tened  to  a  fhort  Stick,  and  threw  into  the  Boat ; 
ftor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  receive  any 
thing  in  return,  though  pufhed  towards  him  upon 

a  Board  ;  only  he  took  up  a  Hat,  which  was  flunr 
into  the  Water. 

Three  Hays  afterwards,  their  Ship  having  re¬ 
ceived  fome  Damage  at  Sea,  was  brought  nearer 
to  Land,  that  the  Lading  might  be  taken  out.  In 
order  to  which  the  Englijh>  who  had  now  learned 
not  too  negligently  to  commit  their  Lives  to  the 
Mercy  of  Savage  Nations,  raifed  a  Kind  of  For- 
tification  with  Stones,  and  built  their  Tents 
within  it.  All  this  was  not  beheld  by  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  without  the  utmofl  Aftonifhment,  which 
incited  them  to  come  down  in  Crowds  to  the 
Coaft,  with  no  other  V  iew,  as  it  appeared,  than 
to  worfhip  the  new  Divinities  that  had  conde- 
feended  to  touch  upon  their  Country. 

Drake  was  far  from  countenancing  their  Errors, 
m  taking  Advantage  of  their  Weaknefs,  to  injure 
or  moleft  them ;  and  therefore,  having  directed 
*hem  to  lay  afide  their  Bows  and  Arrows,  he  pre¬ 
ferred 
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lented  them  with  Einnen,  unci  other  Neccflaries, 
of  which  he  {hewed  them  the  Ufe.  They  then 
returned  to  their  Habitations,  about  three  Quar¬ 
ters  of  a  Mile  from  the  Englijh  Camp,  where  they 
made  fuch  loud  and  violent  Outcries,  that  they 
were  heard  by  the  Ettglijh^  who  found  that  they 
ftill  perfifted  in  their  firft  Not  ions,  and  were  pay¬ 
ing  them  their  kind  of  melancholy  Adoration. 

Two  Days  afterwards  they  perceived  the  Ap¬ 
proach  of  a  far  more  numerous  Company,  who 
flopped  at  the  Top  of  a  Hill  which  overlooked 
the  Englijh  Settlement,  while  one  of  them  made 
a  long  Oration,  at  the  End  of  which  all  the  Af- 
fembly  bowed  their  Bodies,  and  pronounced  the 
Syllable  0/7,  with  a  folemn  Tone,  as  by  way  of 
Confirmation  of  what  had  been  faid  by  the  Ora¬ 
tor.  Then  the  Men  laying  down  their  Bows, 
and  leaving  the  Women  and  Children  on  the  Top 
of  the  Hill,  dame  down  towards  the  Tents,  and 
feemed  tranfported  in  the  highefl  Degree  at  the 
Kindnefs  of  the  General,  who  received  their 
Gifts,  and  admitted  them  to  his  Prefence.  The 
Women,  at  a  Diftance,  appeared  ieized  with  a 
Kind  of  Frenzy,  fuch  as  that  of  old  among  the 
Pagans  in  fome  of  their  religious  Ceremonies,  and 
in  honour,  as  it  feemed,  of  their  Guefls,  tore 
their  Cheeks  and  Bofoms  with  their  Nails,  and 
threw  themfelves  upon  the  Stones  with  their  na¬ 
ked  Bodies,  till  they  were  covered  with  Blood. 

Thefe  cruel  Rites,  and  miftaken  Honours, 
.-*«/  were 
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were  by  no  means  agreeable  to  Drake ,  whole  pre¬ 
dominant  Sentiments  were  Notions  of  Piety  ; 
anJ,  therefore,  not  to  make  that  criminal  in  him- 
felf  by  his  Concurrence,  which,  perhaps,  Igno¬ 
rance  might  make  guiltlefs  in  them,  he  ordered 
his  whole  Company  to  fall  upon  their  Knees,  and 
witn  their  Eves  lifted  up  to  Heaven,  that  the  Sa¬ 
vages  might  obferve  that  their  Worfhip  was  ad- 
dreued  to  a  Bei ng  refid ing  there.  They  all  joined 
)n  Praying,  that  this  harmlefs  and  deluded  People 
might  be  brought  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  true 
Religion,  and  the  Doftrines  of  our  ble/Ted  Sa¬ 
viour;  after  which  they  fung  Pfalms,  a  Perform¬ 
ance  fo  plearing  to  their  wild  Audience,  that  in 
all  their  Vilits  they  generally  firft  accolled  them 
with  a  Requeft  that  they  would  lino-.  They  then 
returned  all  the  Prefents  which  they  had  received, 
and  retired. 

T  hree  Days  after  this,  on  'June  25,  1579,  OUr 
General  received  two  Emba/Tadors  from  the  Hi  oh, 
or  King  of  the  Country,  who  intending  to  vifit 
the  Camp,  required  that  fome  Token  might  be 
fent  him  of  Friendihip  and  Peace  :  This  Requeft 
was  readily  complied  with,  and  foon  after  came  the 
King,  attended  by  a  Guard  of  about  an  hundred 
tall  Men,  and  preceded  by  an  Officer  of  State, 
who  carried  a  Scepter  made  of  black  Wood,  a- 
dorned  with  Chains  of  a  kind  of  Bone  or  Horn 
which  are  Marks  of  the  higheft  Honour  among’ 
them,  and  having  two  Crowns,  made  as  before, 
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with  Feathers  fattened  to  it,  with  a  Bag  of  the 
fame  Herb  which  was  prefented  to  Drake  at  his 

firft  Arrival. 

Behind  him  was  the  King  himfelf,  drefled  in  a 
Coat  of  Coney-Skins,  with  a  Cawl  woven  with 
Feathers  upon  his  Head,  an  Ornament  fo  much, 
in  Eftimation  there,  that  none  but  the  Domeftics 
of  the  King  are  allowed  to  wear  it ;  his  Attend¬ 
ants  followed  him,  adorned  nearly  in  the  fame 
Manner  ;  and  after  them  came  the  common  Peo¬ 
ple,  with  Balkets  plaited  fo  artificially  that  they 
held  Water,  in  which,  by  way  of  Sacrifice,  they 
brought  Roots  and  Fifh. 

Drake ,  not  lulled  into  Security,  ranged  his 
Men  in  Order  of  Battle,  and  waited  their  Ap¬ 
proach,  who  coming  nearer,  ftood  fhil  while  the 
Scepter-bearer  made  an  Oration,  at  the  Con  cl u- 
fton  of  which  they  again  came  forward  to  the 
Foot  of  the  Hill,  and  then  the  Scepter-bearer  be¬ 
gan  a  Song,  which  he  accompanied  with  a  Dance, 
m  both  which  the  Men  joined,  but  the  Women 

danced  without  finging. 

Drake,  now  diftrtifting  them  no  longer,  admit¬ 
ted  them  into  his  Fortification,  where  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  Song  and  Dance  a  (hort  Time,  and 
then  both  the  King,  and  fome  others  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  made  long  Harangues,  in  which  it  appear¬ 
ed /by  the  reft  of  their  Behaviour,  that  they  en¬ 
treated  him  to  accept  of  their  Country,  and  to 
take  the  Government  of  it  into  his  own  Hands* 

for 
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)?r  Ting,  with  the  apparent  Concurrence  of 
the  reft,  placed  the  Crown  upon  his  Head,  graced 
h.m  with  the  Chains,  and  other  Signs  of  Autho- 
my,  and  faluted  him  by  the  Title  of  Hi  oh. 

thJv^rr  theUS  °ffered’  thouSh  of  no  far¬ 
ther  Value  to  him  than  as  it  furnifhed  him  with 

prefent  Neceffanes,  Drake  thought  it  not  prudent 

to  refufe,  and  therefore  took  PofTeflion  of  it  in 

f  *5™  of u0-ueen  EGzabetb,  not  without  ar¬ 
dent Wifhes  that  this  Acquifmon  might  be  of  ufe 
to  his  native  Country,  and  that  fo  mild  and  in- 

nocent  a  People  might  be  united  to  the  Church 
or  Lhriji . 

The  Kingdom  being  thus  consigned,  and  the 
gtand^A flair  at  an  End,  the  common  People  left 
then-  King  and  his  Domefticks  with  Drake,  and 
difperfed  themfelves  over  the  Camp,  and  when 
they  faw  any  one  that  pleafed  them  by  his  Ap¬ 
pearance  more  than  the  reft,  they  tore  their  Flefh 
and  vented  their  Outcries  as  before,  in  Token  of 
Keverence  and  Admiration. 

.-rThef  then  Pr°ceeded  to  fhew  them  their 
Wounds  and  Difeafes,  in  hopes  of  a  miraculous 
and  instantaneous  Cure,  to  which  the  Englijh,  to 
benefit  and  undeceive  them  at  the  fame  Time 

applied  fuch  Remedies  as  they  ufed  on  the  like 
(Jccafions. 

I  hey  were  now  grown  confident  and  familiar, 
and  came  down  to  the  Camp  every  Day,  repeat¬ 
ing  then  Ceremonies  and  Sacrifices,  till  they  were 

more 
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more  fully  informed  how  difagreeable  they  were 
to  thofe  whofc  favour  they  were  fo  ftudious  of 
obtaining  1  They  then  vifited  them  without  Ado- 
ration,  indeed,  but  with  a  Curiofity  fo  ardent, 
that  it  left  them  no  Leifure  to  provide  the  Ne- 
ceflaries  of  Life,  with  which  the  Englijh  were 
therefore  obliged  to  fupply  them. 

They  had  then  lufficient  Opportunity  to  remarK. 
the  Cuftoms  and  Difpofitions  of  thefe  new  Allies, 
whom  they  found  traclable  and  benevolent,  flrong 
of  Body  far  beyond  the  Englijh ,  yet  unfurnifhed 
with  Weapons,  either  for  Affault  or  Defence, 
their  Bows  being  too  weak  for  any  thing  but 
Sport.  Their  Dexterity  in  taking  Fifh  was  fiich, 
that  if  they  faw  them  fo  near  the  Shore  that  they 
could  come  to  them  without  fwimming,  they  ne¬ 
wer  miffed  them. 

The  fame  Curiofity  that  had  brought  them  in 
fuch  Crowds  to  the  Shore,  now  induced  Drake, 
and  fome  of  his  Company,  to  travel  up  into  the 
Country,  which  they  found,  at  fome  Diflance 
from  the  Coafl,  very  fruitful,  filled  with  large 
Deer,  and  abounding  with  a  peculiar  Kind  of 
Conies,  fmaller  than  ours,  with  Tails  like  that  of 
a  Rat,  and  Paws  fuch  as  thofe  of  a  Mole  ;  they 
have  Bags  under  their  Chin,  in  which  they  carry 
Provifions  to  their  Young. 

The  Houfes  of  the  Inhabitants  are  round  Holes 
dug  in  the  Ground,  from  the  Brink  of  which 
they  raife  Rafters,  or  Piles,  (helving  towards  the 

Middle, 
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Middle,  where  they  all  meet,  and  are  cramped 

together ;  they  lie  upon  Rufhes,  with  the  Fire 

m  the  midft,  and  let  the  Smoak  %  out  at  the 
Door. 

The  Men  are  generally  naked,  but  the  Wo¬ 
men  make  a  Kind  of  a  Petticoat  of  Bui- rufhes, 
which  they  comb  like  Hemp,  and  throw  the  Skin 
of  a  Deer  over  their  Shoulders.  They  are  very 
modeft,  traceable,  and  obedient  to  their  Hufbands, 

Such  is  the  Condition  of  this  People  ;  and  not 
very  different  is,  perhaps,  the  State  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  Mankind.  Whether  more  enlightened 
Nations  ought  to  look  upon  them  with  Pity,  as 
iefs  happy  than  themfelves,  fame  Sceptics  have 
made,  very  unneceffarily,  a  Difficulty  of  deter¬ 
mining.  More,  they  fay,  is  loft  by  the  Perplexi¬ 
ties  than  gained  by  the  Inftrudions  of  Science  ; 
we  enlarge  our  Vices  with  our  Knowledge,  and 
multiply  eur  Wants  with  our  Attainments  ;  and 
the  Happi  nefs  of  Life  is  better  fecured  by  the  Ig¬ 
norance  of  V  ice  than  by  the  Knowledge  of  Virtue. 

I  he  Fallacy  by  which  fuch  Reafoners,  have  im¬ 
peded  upon  themfelves,  feems  to  arife  from  the 
Companion  which  they  majee*  not  between  two 
Men  equally  inclined  to  apply  the  Means  of  Hap¬ 
piness  in  their  Power,  to  the  Fnd  for  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  confened  them,  but  furnifhed  in  unequal 
Proportions  with  the  Means  of  Happinefs,  which 
ts  the  true-  State  of  lavage  and  polifhed  Nations  j 
but  between,  two  Men,  of  which  he  to  whom 

Pro- 
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Providence  has  beeij  moft  bountiful,  deftroys  the 
Bleflings  by  Negligence,  or  obftinate  Mifufe  ; 
while  the  other,  fteady,  diligent,  and  virtuous, 
employs  his  Abilities  and  Conveniencies  to  their 
proper  End.  The  Queftion  is  not,  whether  a 
good  Indian ,  or  bad  Englijbman ,  be  moll  happy, 
but  which  State  is  moft  defirable,  fuppofing  Virtue 
and  Reafon  the  fame  in  both. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  Miftalce  which  is  generally 
admitted  in  this  Controverfy ;  forthefe  Reafoners 
frequently  confound  Innocence  with  the  mere  In¬ 
capacity  of  Guilt.  He  that  never  faw,  or  heard, 
or  thought  of  ftrong  Liquors,  cannot  be  propofed 
as  a  Pattern  of  Sobriety. 

Th  is  Land  was  named,  by  Drake ,  Albion ,  from 
its  white  Cliffs,  in  which  it  bore  fome  Refem- 
blance  to  his  native  Country  \  and  the  whole 
Hiftory  of  the  Reft  gnat  ion  of  it  to  the  EngHJJ'y 
was  engraven  on  a  Piece  of  Brafs,  then  nailed  on 
a  Poll,  and  fixed  up  before  their  Departure,  which 
being  now  difeovered  by  the  People  to  be  near  at 
hand,  they  could  not  forbear  perpetual  Lamenta¬ 
tions.  When  the  Englijb ,  on  the  23d  of  July, 
weigh’d  Anchor,  they  faw  them  climbing  to  the 
Tops  of  Hills,  that  they  might  keep  them  in 
Sight,  and  obferved  Fires  lighted  up  in  many  Parts 
of  the  Country,  on  which,  as  they  fuppofed,  Sa- 
crifices  were  offered. 

*  .  r 

Near  this  Harbour  they  touched  at  fome  I  Hands, 
where  they  found  great  Numbers  of  Seals,  arid 

do- 
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* 'pairing  now  to  find  any  PafTage  through  the 
ort  ern  Parts,  he,  after  a  general  Confutation-,. 

ti„r  r  ;  fleer  Way  t0  the  Malucca*i  and  fet- 
!  ;Srth’  he  faikd  fi«y-cight  Days 

u  ight  of  Land  ;  and  on  September  ?oth, 

SCnWlthm'  ^'reW  0f  fome  Iflanils’  fnuate  about 
2  l  Defef  ^rthward  from  the  Line,  from 
ence  the  Inhabitants  reforted  to  them  in  Ca¬ 
noes,  hollowed  out  of  the  folk!  Trunk  of  a  Tree, 
and  raifed  at  both  Ends  fo  high  above  the  Water, 

*  3t  }  c?  Rented  almofl:  a  Semicircle;  they  were 
burnifhcd  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  fhone  like 
£.bony,  and  were  kept  fteady  by  a  Piece  of  Tim¬ 
ber  fixed  on  each  Side  of  them,  with  firon<r  Canes 
that  were  faftened  at  one  End  to  the  Boat,  and  at 
the  other  to  the  End  of  the  Timber. 

The  firft  Company  that  came  brought  Fruits, 
Potatoes,  and  other  Things  of  no  great  Value, 
with  an  Appearance  of  Traffick,  and  exchanged 
tbeir  Lading  for  other  Commodities,  with  great 
Show  of  Honefty  and  Friendlhip  ;  but  having,  as 
they  imagined,  laid  all  Sufpicion  afleep,  they  foon 
fent  another  fleet  of  Canoes,  of  which  the  Crews 
behaved  with  all  the  Infolence  of  Tyrants,  and  all 
the  Rapacity  of  Thieves  ;  for  whatever  (was  fuf- 
fered  to-come  into  their  Hands,  they  feemed  to 
confider  as  their  own,  and  would  neither  pay  for 
it  nor  refiore  it ;  and  at  length  finding  the  Eng- 
hjh  refolved  to  admit  them  no  longer,  they  dif- 
eharged  a  Shower  of  Stones  from  their  Boats  ; 

which 
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which  Infult,  Drake  prudently  and  generoufly  ie- 
turned,  by  ordering  a  Piece  of  Ordnance  to  be 
fired  without  hurting  them  ;  at  which  they  were 
fo  terrified,  that  they  leaped  into  the  Water,  and 
hid  themfelves  under  the  Canoes. 

Having  for  fome  Time  but  little  Wind,  they 
did  not  arrive  at  the  Moluccas  till  the  3d  of  No¬ 
vember  ^  and  then  defigning  to  touch  at  Tidorc , 
they  were  vifited,  as  they  failed  by  a  little  Ifland, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Ternate ,  by  the  Vice¬ 
roy  of  the  Place,  who  informed  them,  that  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  for  them  to  have 
recourfe  to  his  Mailer  for  Supplies  and  Afliftance, 
than  to  the  King  of  Ternate ,  who  was  in  fome 
Degree  dependent  on  the  Portuguefe ,  and  that  he 
would  himfelf  carry  the  News  of  their  Arrival, 
and  prepare  their  Reception. 

Drake  was,  by  the  Arguments  of  the  Viceroy, 
prevailed  upon  to  alter  his  Refolution,  and  on 
November  5,  call  Anchor  before  Ternate.  Scarce 
was  he  arrived,  before  the  Viceroy,  with  others 
of  the  chief  Nobles,  came  out  in  three  large  Boats, 
rowed  by  forty  Men  on  each  Side,,  to  conduct  the 
Ship  into  a  fafe  Harbour  ;  and  foon  after  the  Kino- 
himfelf,  having  received  a  Velvet  Cloak,  by  a 
MefTenger  from  Drake ,  as  a  Token  of  Peace, 
came  with  fuch  a  Retinue,  and  Dignity  of  Ap¬ 
pearance,  as  was  not  expe&ed  in  thofe  remote 
Parts  of  the  World.  He  was  received  with  Dif- 
charges  of  Cannon,  and  every  kind  of  Mufick, 

with 
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i*  .hefra  f0  m«ch  delighted,  that  de- 
fir, ng  the  Mufic.ans  to  come  down  into  the  Boat, 
he  was  towed  along  ,n  it  to  the  Stern  of  the  Ship. 

i  he  King  was  of  a  graceful  Stature,  and  regal 
Carnage  j  of  a  mild  Afpe&,  and  low  Voice;  his 
Attendants  weredreiTed  in  white  Cotton  or  Cali* 
c°e,  of  whom  fome,  whofe  Age  gave  them  a  ve- 
nerahle  Appearance,  fee med  his  Counfellors,  and 
the  reft  Officers  or  Nobles  ;  his  Guards  were  not 
ignorant  of  Fire-Arms,  but  had  not  many  among 

Darts"2  eqU'PPed  f°r  m°ft  Part  with  Bo^ 

■  T>u  ?!"?’  haV‘ng  fpent  fome  T!me  admi- 
Tin  Muhnude  of  new  Objects  that  prefented 
themfelves,  retired  as  foon  as  the  Ship  was  brought 

to  Anchor,  and  promifed  to  return  on  the  Day 

°  °'!ing.5  Td  In  the  mean  time>  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  having  leave  to  traffick,  brought  down  Pro- 
Viiions  ib  great  Abundance. 

At  the  Time  when  the  King  was  expefled,  his 
Brother  came  aboard,  to  requeft  of  Drake  that 
he  would  come  to  the  Caftle,  propofing  to  flay 
himielf  as  a  Hoftage  for  his  Return }  Drake  rL 

fined  to  go  but  fent  fome  Gentlemen,  detaining 
the  King  s  Brother  in  the  mean  time. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  were  received  by  another  of 
the  King  s  Brothers,  who  conducted  them  to  the 
Council-Houfe  near  the  Caftle,  in  which  they 
were  d, reded  to  walk  :  there  they  found  three¬ 
score  old  Men,  Privy  Counfellors  to  the  Kin c, 

and 
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and  on  each  fide  of  the  Door  without  flood  four 
old  Men  of  foreign  Countries,  who  ferved  as  In¬ 
terpreters  in  Commerce. 

In  a  fhortTime  the  King  came  from  the  Cattle, 
drefTed  in  Cloth  of  Gold,  with  his  Hair  woven 
into  Gold  Rings,  a  Chain  of  Gold  upon  his  Neck, 
and  on  his  Hands  Rings  very  artificially  fet  with 
Diamonds  and  Jewels  of  great  Value;  over  his 
Head  was  borne  a  rich  Canopy  ;  and  by  his  Chair 
of  State,  on  which  he  fat  down  when  he  had  en¬ 
tered  the  Houfe,  flood  a  Page  with  a  Fann  fet 
with  Saphires,  to  moderate  the  Excefs  of  the  Pleat. 
Here  he  received  the  Compliments  of  the  Englijh , 
and  then  honourably  difmiffed  them. 

The  Caflle,  which  they  had  fome  Opportunitv 
of  obferving,  Teemed  of  no  great  Force  ;  it  was 
built  by  the  Portuguefe ,  who  attempting  to  reduce 
this  Kingdom  into  abfolute  Subjection,  murdered 
the  King,  and  intended  to  purfue  their  Scheme, 
by  the  DeflruCfion  of  all  his  Sons ;  but  the  gene¬ 
ral  Abhorrence,  which  Cruelty  and  Perfidy  natu¬ 
rally  excites,  armed  all  the  Nation  againft  them  ; 
and  procured  their  total  Expulfion  from  all  the 
Dominions  of  Ternate^  which  from  that  Time  in- 
creafing  in  Power,  continued  to  make  new  Con¬ 
quers,  and  to  deprive  them  of  other  Acquifitions. 

:While  they  lay  before  Ternate ,  a  Gentleman 
came  oh  board  attended  by  his  Interpreter.  He 
was  drefTed  fomewhat  in  the  Europea?i  Manner, 
and  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  from  the  Natives 

of 
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of  TernaU,  or  any  Country  that  they  had  fefcn, 
By  his  Civility  and  Apprehenfxon.  Such  a  Vifi- 
tant  may  eafily  be  imagined  to  excite  their  Cu- 
riofity,  which  he  gratified,  by  informing  them  that 
he  was  a  Native  of  China,  of  the  Family  of  the 
King  then  reigning  ;  and  that,  being  accufed  of  a 
capital  Crime,  of  which,  though  he  was  innocent, 
he  had  not  Evidence  to  clear  himfelf ;  he  had  pe- 
tioned  the  King,  that  he  might  not  be  expofed  to 
a  Tryal,  but  that  his  Caufe  might  be  referred  to 
Divine  Providence,  and  that  he  might  be  allowed 
to  leave  his  Country,  with  a  Prohibition  againft 
returning,  unlefs  Heaven,  in  Attention  of  his 
Innocence,  fhould  enable  him  to  bring  back  to 
the  King  fome  Intelligence,  that  might  be  to  the 
Honour  and  Advantage  of  the  Empire  of  China. 
In  fearch  of  fuch  Information  he  had  now  fpent 
three  Years,  and  had  left  Tidore  for  the  fake  of 
converfing  with  the  Englijb  General,  from  whom 
he  hoped  to  receive  fuch  Accounts  as  would  en¬ 
able  him  to  return  with  Honour  and  Safety. 

Drake  willingly  recounted  all  his  Adventures 
and  Obfervations,  to  which  the  Chinefe  Exile 
liftened  with  the  utmoft  Attention  and  Delieht, 
and  having  fixed  them  in  his  Mind,  thanked  God 
for  the  Knowledge  he  had  gained.  He  then 
propofed  to  the  Englijh  General  to  condudf  him  to 
China r  recounting,  by  way  of  Invitation,  the 
Wealth,  Extent,  and  Felicity  of  that  Empire  ;  but 
Drake  could  not  be  induced  to  prolong  hisVoyage. 

He 
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He  therefore  fet  fail,  on  the  9th  of  November , 
in  queft  of  fome  convenient  Harbour,  in  a  defert 
Hand,  to  refit  his  Ship  ;  not  being  willing,  as  it 
feems,  to  truft  the  Generofity  of  the  King  of 
Ternate.  Five  Days  afterwards,  he  found  a  very 
commodious  Harbour  in  an  Ifland  overgrown 
with  Wood,  where  he  repaired  his  Vefiel,  and  re- 
frefhed  his  Men,  without  Danger  or  Interruption. 

Leaving  this  Place  the  12th  of  December ,  they 
failed  towards  the  Celebes  ;  but  having  a  Wind  not 
re ry  favourable,  they  were  detained  among  a 
Multitude  of  Iflands,  mingled  with  dangerous 
Shallows,  till  January  g,  1580.  When  they 
thought  themfelves  clear,  and  were  failing  for¬ 
wards  with  a  flrong  Gale,  they  were  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Night  furprized  in  their  Courfe  by  a 
hidden  Shock,  of  which  the  Caufe  was  eafily  dis¬ 
covered,  for  they  were  thrown  upon  a  Shoal, 
and,  by  the  Speed  of  their  Courfe,  fixed  too  fa# 
for  any  Hope  of  efcaping.  Here  even  the  Intre¬ 
pidity  of  Drake  was  fhaken,  and  his  Dexterity 
baffled  *,  but  his  Piety,  however,  remained  ft  ill 
the  fame  ;  and  what  he  could  not  now  promise 
himfelf  from  his  own  Ability,  he  hoped  from  the 
Afflftance  of  Providence.  The  Pump  was  plied, 
and  the  Ship  found  free  from  new  Leaks. 

The  next  Attempt  was  to  difeover,  towards 
the  Sea,  fome  Place  where  they  might  fix  their 
.Boat,  and  from  thence  drag  the  Ship  into  deep 
Water  >  but,  upon  Examination  it  appeared,  that 
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the  Rock  on  which  they  had  ftruck  rofe  perpen¬ 
dicularly  from  the  Water,  and  that  there  was  no 
Anchorage,  nor  any  Bottom  to  be  found  a  Boats 
Length  from  the  Ship.  But  this  Difcovery,  with 
it’s  Conferences,  was  by  Drake  wifely  concealed 
from  the  common  Sailors,  left  they  fhould  aban¬ 
don  themfelves  to  Defpair,  -for  which  there  was 
indeed  Caufe,  there  being  no  Profpe<ft  left,  but 
rtft'at  they  muft  there  fink  with  the  Ship,  which 
muft  undoubtedly  be  foon  daftied  to  Pieces ;  or 
perifti  in  attempting  to  reach  the  Shore  in  their 
Boat ;  or  be  cut  in  Pieces  by  Barbarians ,  if  they 
Ihould  arrive  at  Land. 

In  the  Midft  of  this  Perplexity  and  Diftrefs, 
Drake  directed  that  the  Sacrament  fhould  be  admi- 
niftred,  and  his  Men,  fortified  with  all  the  Con- 
folation  which  Religion  affords,  then  perfuaded 
them  to  lighten  the  Veflel,  by  throwing  into  the 
Sea  Part  of  their  Lading,  which  was  chearfully 
complied  with,  but  without  effeft.  At  length, 
when  their  Hopes  had  forfaken  them,  and  no  new 
Struggles  could  be  .made,  they  were  on  a  fudden 
relieved,  by  a  Remiftion  of  the  Wind,  which  hav¬ 
ing  hitherto  blown  ftrongly  againft  the  Side  of  the 
Ship  which  lay  towards  the  Sea,  held  it  upright 
againft  the  Rock ;  but  when  the  Blaft  flackened, 
(being  then  low  Water)  the  Ship  lying  nigher 
with  that  Part  which  refted  on  the  Rock  than 

with  the  other,  and  being  born  up  no  longer  with 

the 
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the  Wind,  reeled  into  the  deep  Water,  to  the  Sur¬ 
prize  and  Joy  of  Drake  and  his  Companions. 

This  was  the  greateft,  and  moft  inextricable 
Diftrefs  which  they  had  ever  fuffered,  and  made 
fuch  an  Impr-eflion  upon  their  Minds,  that  for 
fome  Time  afterwards  they  durft  not  adventure 
to  fpread  their  Sails,  but  went  flowly  forward 
with  the  utmoft  Circumfpe&ion. 

They  thus  continued  their  Courfe  without  any 
obfervable  Occurrence,  till  on  the  nth  of  March 
they  came  to  Anchor  before  the  Ifland  Java ,  and 
fending  to  the  King  a  Prefent  of  Cloth  and  Silks, 
received  from  him,  in  Return,  a  large  Quantity 
of  Provifions,  and  the  Day  following  Drake  went 
went  himfelf  on  Shore,  and  entertained  the  King 
with  his  Mufic,  and  obtained  Leave  to  ftore  his 
Ship  with  Provifions. 


The  Ifland  is  governed  by  a  great  Number  of 
petty  King,  or  Raias,  fubordinate  to  one  Chief; 
of  thefe  Princes,  three  came  on  board  together  a 
few  Days  after  their  Arrival ;  and  having  upon 
their  return  recounted  the  Wonders  which  they 
had  feen,  and  the  Civility  with  which  they  had 
been  treated,  incited  others  to  fatisfy  their  Curi- 
ofity  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  Raias  Donan. ,  the 
Chief  King,  came  himfelf  to  view  the  Ship,  with 

the  warlike  Armaments  and  Inftruments  of  Navi¬ 
gation. 


This  Intercourfe  of  Civilities 
tarded  the  Bufinefs  for  which  they 
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length  they  not  only  vi&ualled  their  Ship,  but 
cieanfed  the  Bottom,  which,  in  the  long  Courfe, 
was  overgrown  with  a  Kind  of  Shell-fifh  that  im¬ 
peded  her  Paffage. 

Leaving  Java  on  March  the  26th,  they  failed 
homewards  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  which  they 
Won  June  the  5th.  On  the  15th  of  Auguji  they 
paTed  the  Tropic,  and  on  the  26th  of  September 
arrived  at  Plymouth ,  where  they  found  that  by  paf- 
fing through  fo  many  different  Climates,  they  had 
Joft  a  Day  in  their  Account  of  Time,  it  being 
Sunday  by  their  Journals,  but  Monday  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  Computation. 

In  this  hazardous  Voyage  they  had  fpent  two 
Years,  ten  Months,  and  fome  odd  Days  ;  but  were 
re  com  pen  fed  for  their  Toils  by  great  Riches,  and 

the  univerfal  Applaufe  of  their  Countrymen. _ 

Drake  afterwards  brought  his  Ship  up  to  Deptford , 
where  Queen  Elizabeth  vifited  him  on  board  his 
Ship,  and  conferred  the  Honour  of  Knighthood 
upon  him  ;  an  Honour,  in  that  iUuftrlous- Reign, 
not  made  cheap  by  Profritution,  nor  even  be¬ 
llowed  without  uncommon  Merit. 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  give  an  Account  equally 
particular  of  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Life,  as 
he  was  no  longer  a  private  Man,  but  engaged  in 
publiclc  Affairs,  and  affociated  in  his  Expeditions 
with  other  Generals,  whofe  Attempts,  and  the 
Succefs  of  them,  are  related  in  the  Hiffories  of 
thofe  Times. 


In 
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In  1585,  on  the  1 2th  of  September ,  Sir  Francis 
Drake  let  fail  from  Plymouth ,  with  a  Fleet  of  five 
and  twenty  Ships  and  Pinnaces,  of  which  him- 
felf  was  Admiral  ;  Captain  Martin  Forbijher  Vice- 
Admiral,  and  Captain  Francis  Knollls  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  :  They  were  fitted  out  to  cruize  upon  the 
Spaniards ,  and  having  touched  at  the  IUe  of  Ba¬ 
yonne,  and  plundered  Vigo ,  put  to  Sea  again,  and 
on  the  16th  of  November  arrived  before  St  Jago, 
which  they  entered  without  Refinance,  and  relied 
there  fourteen  Days,  vifiting  in  the.  mean  time 
San  Domingo ,  a  Town  within  the  Land,  which 
they  found  like  wife  deferred  ;  and  carrying  off 
what  they  pleafed  of  the  Produce  of  the  Ifland, 
they  at  their  Departure  deflroyed  the  Town  and 
Villages,  in  Revenge  of  the  Murder  of  one  of 
their  Boys,  *vhofe  Body  they  found  mangled  ima 
moft  inhuman  Manner. 

From  this  Ifland  they  purfued  their  Voyage  to 
the  JVeJl-Indies,  determining  to  attack  St.  Domingo 
in  Hifpaniola ,  as  the  richefl  Place  in  that  Part  of 
the  W  orld ;  they  therefore  landed  a  thoufand  Men, 
and  with  fmall  Lofs  entered  the  Town,  of  which 
they  kept  PoffeiTion  for  a  Month,  without  Inter¬ 
ruption  or  Alarm  ;  during  which  Time  a  remark¬ 
able  Accident  happened,  which  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
lated. 

Drake  having  fome  Intention  of  treating  with 
the  Spaniards ,  fent  to  them  a  Negro  Boy  with  a 
Flag  of  ft  ruce,  \\Thich  one  of  the  Spaniards *  fo 
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uttle  regarded,  that  he  ftabb’d  him  through  the 
#Body  with  a  Lance.  The  Boy,  notwithftanding 
Lio  Wound,  came  back  to  the  General,  related 
the  Treatment  which  he  had  found,  and  died  in 
his  Sight.  Drake  was  fo  incenfed  at  this  Out¬ 
rage,  that  he  ordered  two  Friars,  then  his  Pri- 
foners,  to  oe  conveyed  with  a  Guard  to  the  Place 
where  the  Crime  was  committed,  and  hanged  up 
in  the  Sight  of  the  Spaniards ,  declaring  that  two 
Spanijh  Prifoners  fhould  undergo  the  fame  Death 
every  Day,  till  the  Gif ender  "fhould  be  delivered 
up  by  them  :  They  were  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Character  of  Drake  not  to  bring  him  on 
the  Day  following,  when,  to  imprefs  the  Shame 
of  fuch  A&ions  more  effectually  upon  them,  he 
compelled  them  to  execute  him  with  their  own 
Hands.  Of  this  Town,  at  their  Departure,  they 
demolifhed  Part,  and  admitted  the  reft  to  be  ran- 
fomed  for  live  and  twenty  thoufand  Ducats. 

From  thence  they  failed  to  Carthagena ,  where 
the  Enemy,  having  received  Intelligence  of  the 
Fate  of  St.  Domingo ,  had  ftrengthened  their  For¬ 
tifications,  and  prepared  to  defend  themfelves 
with  great  Obftinacy.  But  the  Englijb  landing 
in  the  Night,  came  upon  them  by  a  Way  which 
they  did  not  fufpeCl  ;  and  being  better  armed, 
partly  by  Surprize,  and  partly  by  Superiority  of 
Order  and  Valour,  became  Mafters  of  the  Place, 
where  they  flayed  without  Fear  or  Danger  fix 
Weeks,  and  at  their  Departure  received  an  hun¬ 
dred 
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dfed  and  ten  thoufarrd  Ducats  for  the  Ranfom  of 
the  Town. 

They  afterwards  took  St  AuguJUne  ;  and  touch¬ 
ing  at  Virginia,  took  on  board  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Lane ,  with  the  Englijh  that  had  been  left 
there  the  Year  before  by  Sir  IValter  Raleigh,  and 
arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  28th  of  July, 
having  loft  in  the  Voyage  750  Men.  The  Gam 
of  this  Expedition  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand 
Pounds,  of  which  forty  were  the  Share  of  the 
Adventurers,  who  fitted  out  the  Ships,  and  the 
reft,  diftributed  among  the  feveral  Crews,,  a- 
mounted  to  fix  Pounds  each  Man.  So  cheap  is 
Life  fometimes  hazarded. 

The  Tranfaclions  againft  the  Armada,  1588, 
are  in  themfelves  far  more  memorable,  but  lefi 
neceflary  to  be  recited  in  this  fuccindl:  Narra¬ 
tive  ;  only  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Poll; 
of  Vice-Admiral  of  England,  to  which  Sir  Francis 
Drake  was  then  raifed,  is  a  fufficient  Proof,  that 
no  Obfcurity  of  Birth,  or  Meannefs  of  Fortune, 
is  unfurmountable  to  Bravery  and  Diligence. 

In  the  Year  1595,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  Sir 
John  Hawkins ,  were  fent  with  a  Fleet  to  the 
IVefl  Indies  ;  which  Expedition  was  only  memo¬ 
rable  for  the  Deftru'fiion  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  and 
the  Death  of  the  two  Commanders,  of  whom  Sir 
Francis  Drake  died  the  9th  of  January,  159 7 , 
and  was  thrown  into  the  Sea  in  a  Leaden  Coffin, 
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with  all  the  Pomp  of  Naval  Obfequies.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  by  fome,  that  the  ill  Succefs  of  this  Voyage 
h aliened  his  Death.  Upon  what  this  Conjecture 
^  grounded,  does  not  appear  ;  and  we  may  be  al- 
owed  to  hope,  for  the  Honour  of  fo  great  a 
Man,  that  it  is  without  Foundation;  and  that 
w  horn  no  Scries  of  Succefs  could  ever  betray 
to  Vanity,  or  Negligence,  could  have  fupported 

a  Change  of  Fortune,  without  Impatience  or 
Dejedicm. 
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Admiral  BLAKE. 

ROBERT  BLAKE  was  born  at  Bridge- 
wa ter, jn  Somerfetjhire,  in  Auguji  1598,  his 
Father  being  a  Merchant  of  that  Place,  who  had 
acquired  a  confiderable  Fortune  by  the  Spanijh 
Trade.  Of  his  earlieft  Years  we  have  no  Ac¬ 
count,  and  therefore  can  amufe  the  Reader  with 
none  of  tho-e  Prognofticks  of  his  future  ASions, 
fo  often  met  with  in  Memoirs. 

In  1615,  he  entered  into  the  Univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  where  lie  continued  till  1623,  though  with¬ 
out  being  much  countenanced  or  carefled  by  his 
Superiors,  for  he  was  more  than  once  difappoint- 
ed  in  his  Endeavours  after  Academical  Prefer¬ 
ments.  It  is  obfervable  that  Mr  Wood,  (in  his 
Athena  txomonfs)  afcribes  the  Repulfe  he  met 
with  tX.lVadham  College,  where  he  was  Compe¬ 
titor  for  a  fellowfhip,  either  to  Want  of  Learn  - 
mg,  or  of  Stature.  With  regard  to  the  firft  Ob- 
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jeftion,  the  fame  Writer  had  before  informed  us, 
that  he  was  an  early  Rifer ,  and  Jludious ,  though 
he  fometimes  relieved  his  Attention  by  the  A- 
mufements  of  Fowling  and  Fifhing.  As  it  is 
highly  probable  that  he  did  not  want  Capacity, 
we  may  therefore  conclude,  upon  this  Confeffion 
of  his  Diligence,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  being 
learned,  at  leaft  in  the  Degree  requifite  to  the 
Enjoyment  of  a  Fellowfhip,  and  may  fafely  afcribe 
his  Difappointment  to  his  Want  of  Stature,  it 
being  the  Cuftom  of  Sir  Henry  Savil,  then  War¬ 
den  of  that  College,  to  pay  much  Regard  to  the 
outward  Appearance  of  thofe  who  follicited  Pre¬ 
ferment  in  that  Society.  So  much  do  the  greatefl 
Events  owe  fometimes  to  Accident  or  Folly  ! 

He  afterwards  retired  to  his  native  Place,  where 
he  lived  (fays  Clarendon)  without  any  Appear- 
ance  of  Ambition  to  be  a  greater  Man  than  he 
“  was ;  but  inveighed  with  great  Freedom  againft 
“  the  Licence  of  the  Times,  and  Power  of  the 
Court.” 

In  164O5  he  was  cnofen  Burgefs  for  Bridge- 
water  by  the  Puritan  Party,  to  whom  he  had  re¬ 
commended  himfelf  by  his  Difapprobation  of  Bi- 
fhop  Laud' s  Violence  and  Severity,  and  his  Non- 
compliance  with  thofe  new  Ceremonies  which  he 
was  then  endeavouring  to  introduce. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  Blake ,  in 
Conformity  with  his  avowed  Principles,  declared 
for  the  Parliament  j  and,  thinking  a  bare  Decla¬ 
ration 
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ration  for  Right  not  all  the  Duty  of  a  good  Mail, 
raifed  a  Troop  of  Dragoons  for  his  Party,  and  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Field  with  fo  much  Bravery,  that  he 
was  in  a  fhort  Time  advanced,  without  meeting 
any  of  thofe  Obftru&ions  which  he  had  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  Univerfity. 

In  1645,.  he  was  Governor  of  Taunton ,  when 
the  Lord  Goring  came  before  it  with  an  Army  oi 
10,000  Men.  The  Town  was  ill-fortified,  and 
unfupplyed  with  almoft  every  thing  neceflary  for 
fupporting  a  Siege*  The  State  of  this  Garrifon 
encouraged  Col.  Windham ,  who  was  acquainted 
with  BUke ,  to  propofe  a  Capitulation  ;  which  was 
reje&ed  by  Blake  with  Indignation  and  Contempt  : 
Nor  were  either  Menaces  or  Perfuafions  of  any 
Effect ;  for  he  maintained  the  Place,  under  all  its 
Difadvantages,  till  the  Siege  was  raifed  by  the 
Parliament’s  Army. 

He  continued,  on  many  other  Occafions,  to 
give  Proofs  of  an  infuperable  Courage,  and  a 
Steadinefs  of  Refolution  not  to  be  fhaken  ;  and,, 
as  a  Proof  of  his  firm  Adherence  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  joined  with  the  Borough  of  Taunton  in  re¬ 
turning  Thanks  for  their  Refolution  to  make  no 
more  Addrefies  to  the  King.  Yet  was  he  fo  far 
from  approving  the  Death  of  Charles  I.  that  he 
made  no  Scruple  of  declaring,  that  he  would  ven¬ 
ture  his  Life  to  fave  him,  as  willingly  as  he  had 
done  to  ferve  the  Parliament. 

In  February ,  1648-9,  he  was  made  a  Com- 
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miifioner  of  the  Navy,  and  appointed  to  ierve  on, 
that  Element,  for  which  he  feems  by  Nature  to 
have  been  deiigned.  He  was  foon  afterwards  fent 
in  purfuit  of  Prince  Rupert,  whom  he  fhut  up  in 
the  Harbour  of  Ki?tgfale  in  Ireland  for  feveral 
Months,  till  Want  of  Provifions,  and  Defpair  of 
Relief,  excited  the  Prince  to  make  a  daring  Effort 
for  his  Efcape,  by  forcing  through  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  s  Fleet :  This  Delign  he  executed  with  his 
ufual  Intrepidity,  and  fucceeded  in  it,  though 
with  the  Lofs  of  three  Ships.  He  was  purfued 
Dy  Blake  to  the  Coaft  of  Portugal^  where  he  was 
received  into  the  Tagus ,  and  treated  with  great 
Diftin&ion  by  the  Portuguefe. 

Blake  coming  to  the  Mouth  of  that  River,  fent 
to  the  King  a  Meflenger,  to  inform  him,  that  the 
Fleet  in  his  Port  belonging  to  the  publick  Ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England ,  he  de¬ 
manded  Leave  to  fall  upon  it.  This  being  re¬ 
plied,  though  the  Refufal  was  in  very  foft  Terms, 
and  accompanied  with  Declarations  of  Efteem, 
and  a  Prefent  of  Provifions,  fo  exafperated  the 
Admiral,  that,  without  any  Hefitation,  he  fell 
upon  the  Portuguefe  Fleet,  then  returning  from 
Brafil ,  of  which  he  took  feventeen  Ships,  and 
burnt  three.  It  was  to  no  Purpofe  that  the  King 
of  Portugal ,  alarmed  at  fo  unexpedled  a  Deduc¬ 
tion,  ordered  Prince  Rupert  to  attack  them,  and 
retake  the  Brafil  Ships.  Blake  carried  home  his 
Prizes  without  Moieflation,  the  Prince  not  having 

Force 
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Force  enough  to  purfue  him,  and  well  pleafed 
with  the  Opportunity  of  quitting  a  Port  where 
he  could  no  longer  be  prote&ed. 

Blake  foon  fupplied  his  Fleet  with  Provifions, 
and  received  Orders  to  make  Reprifals  upon  the 
French ,  who  had  fuffered  their  Privateers  to  moleft 
the  Englijh  Trade  \  an  Injury  which,  in  thofe 
Days,  was  always  immediately  refen  ted,  and,  if 
not  repaired,  certainly  punifhed. 

Sailing  with  this  Commiflion,  he  took  in  his 
way  a  French  Man  of  War,  valued  at  a  Million. 
How  this  Ship  happened  to  be  fo  rich  we  are  not 
informed  ;  but  as  it  was  a  Cruifer,  it  is  probable 
the  rich  Lading  was  the  accumulated  Plunder  of 
many  Prizes.  Then  following  the  unfortunate 
Rupert ,  whofe  Fleet  by  Storms  and  Battles  was 
now  reduced  to  five  Ships,  into  Carthagena ,  he  de¬ 
manded  Leave  of  the  Spanijh  Governor  to  attack 
him  in  the  Harbour ;  but  received  the  fame  An- 
fwer  which  had  been  returned  by  the  Portuguefe , 
that  they  had  a  Right  to  prote£l  all  Ships  that 
came  into  their  Dominions  ;  that  if  the  Admiral 
were  forced  in  thither,  he  fhould  find  the  fame 
Security  ;  and  that  he  required  him  not  to  violate 
the  Peace  of  a  neutral  Port.  Blake  withdrew 
upon  this  A.nfwer  into  the  Mediterranean  \  and 
Rupert  then  leaving  Carthagena ,  entered  the.  Port 
of  Malaga ,  where  he  burnt  and  funk  feveral  Eng¬ 
lijh  Merchant  Ships.  Blake  judging  this  to  be  an 
infringement  of  the  Neutrality  profeffed  by  the 
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Spaniards ,  now  made  no  Scruple  to  fall  upon  Ru¬ 
pert's  Fleet  in  the  Harbour  of  Malaga ,  and  having 
deftroyed  three  of  his  Ships,  obliged  him  to  quit 
the  Sea,  and  take  fandtuary  at  the  Spanijh  Court. 

In  February ,  1650-1,  Blake ,  ftrll  continuing  to 
cruife  in  the  Mediterranean ,  met  with  a  French 
Ship  of  confiderable  Force,  and  commanded  the 
Captain  to  come  on  board,  there  being  no  War 
declared  between  the  two  Nations.  The  Captain, 
when  he  came,  was  afked  by  him,  whether  he 
was  willing  to  lay  down  his  Sword ,  and  yield ; 
which  he  gallantly  refufed,  though  in  his  Ene¬ 
my’s  Power  :  Blake  ^  fcorning  to  take  Advantage 
of  an  Artifice,  and  detefting  the  Appearance  of 
Treachery,  told  him  that  he  was  at  Liberty  to  go 
hack  to  his  Ship ,  and  defend  it  as  long  as  he  could . 
The  Captain  willingly  accepted  his  Offer,  and 
after  a  Fight  of  two  Hours,  confeffed  himfelf  con¬ 
quered,  kiffed  his  Sword,  and  furrendered  it. 

In  1652,  broke  out  the  memorable  War  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Commonwealths  of  England  and 
Holland ;  a  War,  in  which  the  greatefi:  Admirals, 
that  perhaps  any  Age  has  produced,  were  engaged 
on  each  Side  ;  in  which  nothing  lefs  was  con- 
tefted  than  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  and  which 
was  carried  on  with  Vigour,  Animofity,  and  Re¬ 
solution,  proportioned  to  the  Importance  of  the 
Difpute.  The  chief  Commanders  of  the  Dutch 
'Fleets  were  Van  Trumps  de  Ruyter ,  and  de  Witt , 
the  mofl:  celebrated  Names  of f  their  own  Nation, 

and 
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and  who  had  been  perhaps  more  renowned,  had 
they  been  oppofed  by  any  other  Enemies.  The 
States  of  Holland  having  carried  on  their  Trade 
without  Qppofition,  and  almoft  without  Compe¬ 
tition,  not  only  during  the  unadtive  Reign  of 
King  James  I.  but  during  the  Commotions  of 
England ,  had  arrived  to  that  Height  of  Naval 
Power,  and  that  Affluence  of  Wealth,  that,  with 
the  Arrogance  which  a  long-continued  Profperity 
naturally  produces,  they  began  to  invent  new 
Claims,  and  to  treat  other  Nations  with  Info- 
lence,  which  nothing  can  defend  but  Superiority 
of  Force.  They  had  for  fome  Time  made  un¬ 
common  Preparations  at  a  vaft  Expence,  and  had 
equipped  a  large  Fleet,  without  any  apparent  Dan¬ 
ger  threatening  them,  or  any  avowed  Defign  of 
attacking  their  Neighbours.  This  unufual  Ar¬ 
mament  was  not  beheld  by  the  Englijh  without 
fome  Jealoufy  \  and  Care  was  taken  to  fit  out 
fuch  a  Fleet  as  might  fecure  the  Trade  from  In¬ 
terruption,  and  the  Coafls  from  Infults  :  Of  this, 
"Blake  was  conflicted  Admiral  for  nine  Months. 
In  this  Situation  the  two  Nations  remained, 
keeping  a  watchful  Eye  upon  each  other,  without 
adtual  Hoflilities  on  either  Side,  till  the  1 8th  cf 
May*,  1652,  when  Van-Trump  appeared  in  the 
Downs  with  a  Fleet  of  forty-five  Men  of  War. 
Blake ,  who  had  then  but  twenty  Ships,  upon  the 
Approach  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  faluted  him  with 
three  fingle  Shots,  to  require  that  he  fhould,  by 
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linking  his  Flag,  Ihew  that  Refpedt  to  the  Eng- 
lijl),  which  is  due  to  every  Nation  in  their  own 
Dominions:  To  which  the  Dutchman  anfwered 
with  a  I!  road  fide ;  and  Blake,  perceiving  that  he 
intended  to  difpute  the  Point  of  Honour,  advanced 
with  his  own  Ship  before  the  reft  of  his  Fleet, 
that,  if  it  were  poflible,  a  general  Battle  might  be 
prevented.  But  the  Dutch,  inftead  of  admitting 
him  to  treat,  fired  upon  him  from  their  whole 
Fleet,  without  any  regard  to  the  Cuftoms  of 
War,  or  the  Law  of  Nations.  Blake  for  fome 
time  flood  alone  again!!  their  whole  Force,  till 
the  reft  of  his  Squadron  coming  up,  the  Fight 
was  continued  from  between  4  and  5  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon  till  9  at  Night,  when  the  Dutch  retired 
with  the  Lofs  of  two  Ships,  having  not  deftroyed 
a  fingie  Vefielj  nor  more  than  15  Men,  molt  of 
which  were  on  board  the  Admiral,  who,  as  he 
wrote  to  the  Parliament,  was  himfelf  engaged  for 
four  Hours  with  the  main  Body  of  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  being  the  Mark  at  which  they  aimed  ;  and, 
as  Whitlock  relates,  received  above  a  thoufanl 
Shot.  Blake ,  in  his  Letter,  acknowledges  the 

particular  Bleifing  and  Prefervation  of  God,  and 

afcribes  his  Succefs  to  the  Juftice  of  his  Caule, 
the  Dutch  having  firft  attacked  him  upon  the  Eng- 
lijh  Coaft.  It  is  indeed  little  Jefs  than  miraculous 
that  a  thoufand  great  Shot  Ihould  not  do  more 
Execution  ;  and  thofe  who  will  not  admit  the 
Interpofition  of  Providence,  may  draw  at  lead 

this . 


ADMIRAL  BLAKE.  2S1 

this  Inference  from  it,  that  the  braveji  Alan,  is  not 
always  in  the  mojl  Danger. 

In  July  he  met  the  Dutch  Fifhery  Fleet,  with 
a  Convoy  of  twelve  Men  of  War,  all  which  he 
took  with  100  of  their  Herring  Buftes.  And  in 
September  y  being  ftationed  in  the  Downs  with  a- 
bout  fixty  Sail,  he  difcovered  the  Dutch  Admirals 
de  Witt  and  de  Ruyter ,  with  near  the  fame  Num¬ 
ber,  and  advanced  towards  them ;  but  the  Dutch 
being  obliged,  by  the  Nature  of  their  Coaft,  and 
Shallownefs  of  their  Rivers,  to  build  their  Ships 
in  fuch  a  Manner  that  they  require  lefs  Depth  of 
Water  than  the  EngliJJo  Veflels,  took  Advantage 
of  the  Form  of  their  Shipping,  and  fheltered  them- 
felves  behind  a  Flat,  called  Kent ijh- knock  ;  fo  that 
the  EngUJhy  finding  fome  of  their  Ships  a-ground, 
were  obliged  to  alter  their  Courfe;  but  perceiving 
«arly  the  next  Morning,  that  the  Hollanders  had 
forfaken  their  Station,  they  purfued  them  with  all 
the  Speed  that  the  Wind,  which  was  v/eak  and 
uncertain,  allowed  ;  but  found  themfelves  unable 
to  reach  them  with  the  Bulk  of  their  Fleet,  and 
therefore  detached  fome  of  the  lighted  Frigates  to 
chafe  them.  Thefe  came  fo  near  as  to  fire  upon 
them  about  three  in  the  Afternoon  \  but  the 
Dutch ,  inftead  of  tacking  about,  hoifted  their 
Sails,  fleered  towards  their  own  Coaft,  and  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  the  next  Day  followed  by  the 
whole  Englijh  Fleet,  retired  into  Gorec.  The 
Sailors  were  eager  to  attack  them  in  their  own 

Har- 
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Harbours,  but  a  Council  of  War  being  convened, 
it  was  judged  imprudent  to  hazard  the  Fleet  upon 
the  Shoals,  or  to  engage  in  any  important  En- 
terprize,  without  a  frefh  Supply  oi  Provifions. 

That  in  this  Engagement  the  Victory  belonged 
to  the  Englifh ,  is  beyond  Difpute  ;  mice,  without 
the  Lofs  of  one  Ship,  and  with  no  more  than  forty 
Men  killed,  they  drove  the  Enemy  into  hisyown 
Ports,  took  the  Rear-Admiral  and  another  Vef- 
fel,  and  fo  difcouraged  the  Dutch  Admirals,  who 
had  not  agreed  in  their  Meafures,  that  de  Ruxter^ 
who  had  declared  againft  hazarding  a  Battle,  de~ 
fired  to  refign  his  Commiffion  ;  and  de  Witt ,  who. 
had  infilled  upon  fighting,  fell  lick,  as  it  was 
fuppofed,  with  Vexation.  But  how  great  the  Lofs 
of  the  Dutch  was  is  not  certainly  known  ;  that 
two  were  taken  they  are  too  wife  to  deny  ;  but 
affirm  that  thofe  two  were  all  that  were  deftroyed*. 
The  Englijh ,  on  the  other  Side,  affirm  that  three 
of  their  Veflels  were  difabled  at  the  firfl  Encoun¬ 
ter,  that  their  Numbers  on  the  fecond  Day  were 
vifibly  diminifhed,  and  that  on  the  lad  Day  they 
faw  three  or  four  Ships  fink  in  their  Flight. 

De  JVitt  being  now  difcharged  by  the  Hoi -  , 

landers ,  as  unfortunate,  and  the  chief  Command 
redored  to  Van  Trumps  great  Preparations  were 
made  for  retrieving  their  Reputation,  and  repair- 
ine  their  Lofies.  Their  Endeavours  were  affided 

v> 

by  the  EngliJJo  themfelves,  now  made  fadious  by 
Succefs;  the  Men  who  were  intruded  with  the 

civil 
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civil  Administration,  being  jealous  of  thofe  whofe 
military  Commands  had  procured  fo  much  Ho¬ 
nour,  lefl  they  who  railed  them  Should  be  eclipfed 
by  them.  Such  is  generally  the  Revolution  of 
AfFaiis  in  every  State :  Danger  and  Diffrefs  pro¬ 
duce  Unanimity  and  Bravery,  Virtues  which  are 
feldom  unattended  with  Succefs ;  but  Succefs  is 
the  Parent  of  Pride,  and  Pride  of  Jealoufy  and 
Fadtion  .  Fadfion  makes  way  for  Calamity  ;  and 
happy  is  that  Nation  whofe  Calamities  renew 
their  Unanimity.  Such  is  the  Rotation  of  In¬ 
terests,  that  equally  tend  to  hinder  the  total  De- 

Strudtion  of  a  People,  and  to  obStrudt  an  exorbi¬ 
tant  Increafe  of  Power. 

Blake  had  weakened  his  Fleet  by  many  Detach¬ 
ments,  and  lay  with  no  more  than  40  Sail  in  the 
Downs,  very  ill  provided  both  with  Men  and  Am¬ 
munition,  and  expecting  new  Supplies  from  thofe 
whofe  Animofity  hindered  them  from  providing 
them,  and  who  chofe  rather  to  fee  the  Trade  of 
their  Country  diflreffied,  than  the  Sea  Officers  ex¬ 
alted  by  a  new  Acquifition  of  Honour  and  In¬ 
fluence. 

Van  Trump,  defirous  of  diflinguiffiing  himfelf 
at  the  Refumption  of  his  Command,  by  fome  re¬ 
markable  Adlion,  had  affembled  80  Ships  of  War, 
and  10  Firefhips,  and  fleered  towards  the  Downs , 
where  Blake ,  with  whofe  Condition  and  Strength 
he  was  probably  acquainted,  was  then  Rationed. 
Blake,  not  able~to  reftrain  his  natural  Ardour,  or 

perhaps 


284  THE  LIFE  OF 

perhaps  not  fully  informed  cf  the  Superiority  of 
his  Enemies,  put  out  to  encounter  them,  though 
his  Fleet  was  fo  weakly  mann’d,  that  half  his 
Ships  were  obliged  to  lie  idle,  without  engaging, 
for  want  of  Sailors.  The  Force  of  the  whole 
Dutch  Fleet  was  therefore  fuflained  by  about  22 
Ships.  Two  of  the  Englijh  Frigates,  named  the 
Vanguard  and  the  Victory,  after  having  for  a  long 
Time  flood  engaged  amidll  the  whole  Dutch 
Fleet,  broke  through  without  much  Injury,  nor 
.  did  the  Englijh  lofe  any  Ships  till  the  Evening, 
when  the  Garland ,  carrying  40  Guns,  was  board¬ 
ed  at  once  by  two  great  Ships,  which  were  op- 
pofed  by  the  Englijh  till  they  had  fcarcely  any 
Men  left  to  defend  the  Decks  j  then  retiring  into 
the  lower  Part  of  the  VefTel,  they  blew  up  their 
.  Decks,  which  were  now  poffefTed  by  the  Enemy, 
and  at  length  were  overpowered  and  taken.  The 
Bonaventure ,  a  flout  well-built  Merchant-fhip, 
going  to  relieve  the  Garland ,  was  attacked  by  a 
Man  of  War,  and  after  a  flout  Refinance,  in 
which  the  Captain,  who  defended  her  with  the 
utmofl  Bravery,  was  killed,  was  likewife  carried 
off  by  the  Dutch .  Blake ,  in  the  Triumph ,  feeing 
the  Garland  in  Diflrefs,  preffed  forward  to  relieve 
her,  but  in  his  way  had  his  For  email  fn  at  te  red, 
and  was  himlelf  boarded,  but  beating  off  the  Ene¬ 
mies,  he  difengaged  himfelf,  and  retired  into  the 
Thames ,  with  the  Lofs  only  of  two  Ships  of  Force, 
and  four  fmall  Frigates,  but  with  his  whole  Fleet 

much 
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much  fliattered.  Nor  was  the  Victory  gained  at 
a  cheap  Rate,  notwithftanding  the  unufual  Dis¬ 
proportion  of  Strength  ;  for  of  the  Dutch  Flag- 
lhips,  one  was  blown  up,  and  the  other  two  dis¬ 
abled.  A  Proof  of  the  Englijh  Bravery,  which 
Should  have  induced  Van  Trump  to  have  Spared 
the  Infolence  of  carrying  a  Broom  at  his  Top- 
maft,  in  his  triumphant  Paffage  through  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  which  he  intended  as  a  Declaration  that  he 
would  fweep  the  Seas  of  the  Englijh  Shipping  • 
This,  which  he  had  little  Reafon  to  think  of  ac¬ 
complishing,  he  Soon  after  perifhed  in  attempting. 

There  are  fometimes  Observations  and  Enqui¬ 
ries,  which  all  Hiftorians  Seem  to  decline  by  A 
greement,  of  which  this  Action  may  afford  us 
an  Example  :  Nothing  appears  at  the  firft  View 
more  to  demand  our  Curiofity,  or  afford  Matter 
for  Examination,  than  this  wild  Encounter  of 
22  Ships  with  a  Force,  according  to  their  Ac¬ 
counts  who  favour  the  Dutch ,  three  times  Supe¬ 
rior.  Nothing  can  juftify  a  Commander  in  fitt¬ 
ing  under  Such  Disadvantages,  but  the  Impoffibi- 
hty  of  retreating.  But  what  hindered  Elate  from 
retiring  as  well  before  the  Fight  as  after  it  ?  To 
%  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Strength  of  the  Dutch 
leet,  is  to  impute  to  him  a  very  criminal  Degree 
of  Negligence  ;  and,  at  leaf!,  it  muft  be  confeffcd 
that,  from  the  Time  he  Saw  them,  he  could  not 

b  f  n0Wo  at  tHey  Were  t0°  Powerful  to  be  op- 
po  e  by  him,  and  even  then  there  was  Time  for 

Retreat. 
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Retreat.  To  urge  the  Ardour  of  his  Sailors,  is 
to  dived  him  of  the  Authority  of  a  Commander, 
and  to  charge  him  with  the  mod  reproachful 
Weaknefs  that  can  enter  into  the  Charadter  of  a 
General.  To  mention  the  Impetuofity  of  his  own 
Courage,  is  to  make  the  Blame  of  his  Temerity 
equal  to  the  Praife  of  his  Valour;  which  feems 
indeed  to  be  the  mod  gentle  Cenfure  that  the 
Truth  of  Hidory  will  allow.  We  mud  then 
admit,  amidd  our  Eulogies  and  Applaufes,  that 
the  great,  the  wife,  and  the  valiant  Blake ,  was 
once  betrayed  to  an  inconfiderate  and  defperate 
Enterprize,  by  the  refidlefs  Ardour  of  his  own 
Spirit,  and  a  noble  Jealoufy  of  the  Honour  of 
his  Country. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  an  Opportunity 
of  revenging  his  Lofs,  and  redraining  the  Info- 
lence  of  the  Dutch .  On  the  18th  of  February , 
1652-3,  Blake  being  at  the  Head  of  80  Sail,  and 
afiided,  at  his  own  Requed,  by  the  Colonels  Monk 
and  Dean ,  efpied  Van  Trump  with  a  Fleet  of  a- 
hove  100  Men  of  War,  as  Clarendon  relates;  of 
70,  by  their  own  publick  Accounts,  and  300 
Merchant- (hips  under  his  Convoy.  The  English , 
with  their  ufual  Intrepidity,  advanced  towards 
them,  and  Blake  in  the  Triumph ,  in  which  he  al¬ 
ways  led  his  Fleet,  with  12  Ships  more^  came  to 
an  Engagement  with  the  main  Body  of  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  and  by  the  Difparity  of  their  Force  was 
reduced  to  the  lad  Extremity,  having  received  in 

his 
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his  Hull  no  fewer  than  700  Shots,  when  Law- 
j°n,  in  the  Fairfax ,  came  to  his  AfMance.  The 
reft  of  the  Englijh  Fleet  now  came  in,  and  the 
Fight  was  continued  with'  the  utmoft  Degree  of 
Vigour  and  Refolution,  till  the  Night  gave  the 
Dutch  an  Opportunity  of  retiring,  with  the  Lofs 
of  one  Flag-fhip,  and  fix  other  Men  of  War. 
The  Englijh  had  many  Veflels  damaged,  but  none 
loft.  On  board  Lawfon’ s  Ship  were  killed  100 
Men,  and  as  many  on  board  Blake’s,  who  loft  his 

Captain  and  Secretary,  and  himfelf  received  a 
Wound  in  the  Thigh. 

Blake,  having  fet  alhore  his  wounded  Men, 
■failed  in  purfuit  of  Van  Trump,  who  fent  his 
Convoy  before,  and  himfelf  retired  fighting  to¬ 
wards  Bulloign.  Blake,  ordering  his  light  Fri- 
gates  to  follow  the  Merchantmen,  ftill  continued 
to  harrafs  Van  Trump,  and  on  the  third  Day,  the 
20th  of  February,  the  two  Fleets  came  to  another 
Battle,  in  which  V in  Trump  once  more  retired 
before  the  Englijh ;  and  making  ufe  of  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Form  of  his  Shipping,  fecured  himfelf  in 
the  Shoals.  The  Accounts  of  this  Fight,  as  of 
all  the  others,  are  various  ;  but  the  Dutch  Wri¬ 
ters  themfelves  confefs  that  they  loft  eight  Men 
of  War,  and  more  than  twenty  Merchant-Ihips  • 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  fuffered  much  more 
than  they  are  willing  to  allow ;  for  thofe  repeated 
Defeats  provoked  the  common  People  to  Riots 

and 
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and  Infurredfions,  and  obliged  the  States  to  afk, 
though  ineffectually,  for  Peace. 

In  April  following,  the  Form  of  Government 
in  England  was  changed,  and  the  Supreme  Au¬ 
thority  affumed  by  Cromwell ;  upon  which  Occa- 
fion,  Blake  with  his  Affociates,  declared,  that, 
notwithffanding  the  Change  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  they  fhould  {till  be  ready  to  difcharge  their 
Truft,  and  to  defend  the  Nation  from  Infults, 
Injuries,  and  Encroachments.  “  It  is  not,  fays 
cc  Blake ,  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Seaman  to  mind  State- 
«  Affairs,  but  to  hinder  Foreigners  from  fool- 
cc  ing  us.”  This  was  the  Principle  from  which 
he  never  deviated,  and  which  he  always  endea¬ 
voured  to  inculcate  in  the  Fleet,  as  the  fuidt 
Foundation  of  Unanimity  and  Steadinefs.  cc  Dif* 
turb  not  one  another  with  domeffic  Disputes, 
but  remember  that  we  are  Englijh ,  and  our  Ene¬ 
mies  are  Foreigners.  Enemies  !  which  let  what 
Party  foever  prevail,  it  is  equally  the  Intereft  of 
our  Country  to  humble  and  reitrain. 

After  the  30th  of  April,  1653,  Blake,  Monk , 

and  Dean  failed  out  of  the  Englijh  Harbours  with 

100  Men  of  War,  and  finding  the  Dutch  with 

yo  Sail  on  their  own  Coafts,  drove  them  to  the 

TexeU  and  took  50  Doggers.  Then  they  failed 

northward  in  purfuit  of  Van  Trump ,  who  haying 

a  Fleet  of  Merchants  under  his  Convoy,  durll 

not  enter  the  Channel,  but  fleered  towards  the 

Sound ,  and  by  great  Dexterity  and  Addrefs  efcaped 

the 
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(he  three  Englijh  Admirals,  and  brought  all  his 
Ships  into  their  Harbour  ;  then  knowing  that 
Blake  was  Rill  in  the  North,  came  before  Dover , 
and  fired  upon  the  Town,  but  was  driven  off  by 
the  Caflie. 

'  Monk  and  Dean  Rationed  themfelves  again  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Texel>  and  blocked  up  the  Dutch 
in  their  own  Ports  with  80  Sail ;  but  hearing  that 
Van  Trump  was  at  Goree ,  with  1 20  Men  of  War, 
they  ordered  all  Ships  of  Force  in  the  River  and 
Ports  to  repair  to  them. 

On  June  the  3d,  the  two  Fleets  came  to  an 
Engagement,  in  the  Beginning  of  which  Dean 
was  carried  off  by  a  Cannon  Ball  ;  yet  the  Fight 
continued  from  about  12  to  6  in  the  Afternoon, 
when  the  Dutch  gave  Way,  and  retreated  fighting. 

On  the  4th  in  the  Afternoon,  Blake  came  up 
with  18  frefli  Ships,  and  procured  the  Englijh 
a  complete  Victory  ;  nor  could  the  Dutch  any  o- 
therwife  preferve  their  Ships  than  by  retiring  once 
more  into  the  Flats  and  Shallows,  where  the  largcR 
of  the  Englijh  Vefi'els  could  not  approach. 

In  this  Battle  Van  Trump  boarded  Vice-Admiral 
Penn ,  but  was  beaten  off,  and  himfelf  boarded, 
and  reduced  to  blow  up  his  Decks,  of  which  the 
Englijh  had  gotten  PoffeRion.  He  was  then  en¬ 
tered  at  once  by  Penn  and  another,  nor  could 
poflibly  have  elcaped,  had  not  de  Euyter  and  ie 
JVitt  arrived  at  that  InRant  and  refeued  him. 

However  the  Dutch  may  endeavour  to  extenu- 
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ate  their  Lofs  in  this  Battle,  by  admitting  no  more 
than  eight  Ships  to  have  been  taken  or  deftroyed, 
it  is  evident  that  they  mufl  have  received  much 
greater  Damages,  not  only  by  the  Accounts  of 
more  impartial  Hiftorians,  but  by  the  Remon- 
ftrances  and  Exclamations  of  their  Admirals 
themfelves  ;  Van  Trump  declaring,  before  the 
States,  that,  without  a  numerous  Reinforcement  of 
large  Men  of  War ,  he  could  ferve  the?n  no  more  ; 
and  de  Witt  crying  out  before  them,  with  the  na¬ 
tural  Warmth  of  his  Chara&er,  JVhy  Jhould  1  he 
flent  before  my  Lords  and  Maflers  ?  The  Englifh 
,  are  our  Maflers ,  and  by  confequence  Maflers  of  the 
Sea 

In  November ,  1654,  Blake  was  fent  by  Crom¬ 
well  into  the  Mediterranean ,  with  a  powerful 
Fleet,  and  may  be  faid  to  have  received  the  Ho¬ 
mage  of  all  that  Part  of  the  World  ;  being  equally 
courted  by  the  haughty  Spaniards ,  the  furJy  Dutch , 
and  the  lawlefs  Algerines . 

In  March ,  1666,  having  forced  Algiers  to  Sub- 
miflion,  he  entered  the  Harbour  of  Tunis ,  and  de¬ 
manded  Reparation  for  the  Robberies  pra&ifed 
upon  the  Englifh  by  the  Pirates  of  that  Place,  and 
infilled  that  the  Captives  of  his  Nation  fhould  be 
fet  at  liberty.  The  Governour  having  planted 
Batteries  along  the  Shore,  and  drawn  up  his  Ships 
under  the  Cattles,  fent  Blake  an  haughty  and  in- 
folent  Anfwer,  There  are  our  Caflles  of  Goletta 

and  Porto  Ferino,  faid  he,  upon  which  you  may  do 

your 
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your  worji  j  adding  other  Menaces  and  Infults, 
and  mentioning,  In  Terms  of  Ridicule,  the  In¬ 
equality  of  a  Fight  between  Ships  and  Cables. 
Blake  had  likewife  demanded  Leave  to  take  in 
Water,  which  was  refufed  him.  Fired  with  this 
inhuman  and  infolent  Treatment,  he  curled  hls> 
Whifkers,  as  was  his  Cuftom  when  he  was  angry, 
and  entering  Porto  Ferino  with  his  great  Ships, 
difcharged  his  Shot  fo  fab  upon  the  Batteries  and 
Cables,  that  in  two .  Hours  the  Guns  were  dif- 
mounted,  and  the  Works  forfaken,.  though  he  was 
at  firb  expo  fed  to  the  Fire  of  60  Cannon.  He' 
then  ordered  his' Officers  to  >fend  out  their  Lon^- 
Boats,  well  mann’d,  to  feize  nine  of  the  Piratical 
Ships  lying  in  the  Road,  himfelf  continuing  to 
fire  upon  the  Cable.  This  was  fo  bravely  exe¬ 
cuted,  that  with  the  Lofs  of  only  25  Men  killed, 
and  48  wounded,  all  the  Ships  were  bred  in  the 
Sight  of  Tunis.  Thence  failing  to  Tripoli ,  he 
concluded  a  Peace  with  that  Nation  ;  then  re¬ 
turning  to  Tunis,  he  found  nothing  but  Submif- 
bon  :  And  fuch  indeed  was  his  Reputation,  that 
he  met  with  no  farther  Oppofition,  but  collected 
a  kind  of  Tribute  from  the  Princes  of  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  5  his  Bubnefs  being  to  demand  Reparation 
for  all  the  Injuries  offered  to  the  Englijh  during 
the  Civil  Wars.  He  exacted  from  the  Duke  of 
Tufcany  6ofooo  /.  and,  as  it  is  Paid,  fen t  home  j6 
Ships,  laden  with  the  EffeaS  which  he  had  re- 
ceivcd  from  feveral  States. 

O  2 
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Fhe  Refpeft  with  which  he  obliged  all  Fo¬ 
reigners  to  treat  his  Countrymen,  appears  from 
a  Story  related  by  Bifbop  Burnet.  When  he  lay 
before  Malaga ,  in  a  Time  of  Peace  with  Spain , 
feme  of  his  Sailors  went  afhore,  and  meeting  a 
Proceftion  of  the  Hop,  not  only  refufed  to  pay 
any  Refpe^f  to  it*  but  laughed  at  thofe  that  did. 
1  he  People,  being  put  by  one  of  the  Priefts  upon 
relenting  this  Indignity,  fell  upon  them,  and  beat 
them  feverely.  When  they  returned  to  their 
Ship,  they  complained  of  their  ill  Treatment ; 
upon  which  Blake  fent  to  demand  the  Prieft  who 
had  procured  it.  The  Viceroy  anfwered,  that 
having  no  Authority  over  the  Priefts,  he  could 
not  fend  him:  To  which  Blake  replied,  that  he 
did  net  enquire  into  the  Extent  of  the  Viceroy s  Au¬ 
thority  \  but  that  if  the  Brief  was  not  fent  within 
three  Hours,  he  would  burn  the  Town.  The  Vice¬ 
roy  then  Pent  the  Prieft  to  him,  who  pleaded  the 
Provocation  given  by  the  Seamen.  Blake  bravely 
and  ratfenally  anfwered,  that  if  he  had  complained 
to  him,  he  would  have  punifhed  them  feverely  ; 
for  he  would  not  have  his  Men  affront  the  eftab- 
lifhed  Religion  of  any  Place  ;  but  that  he  was 
angry  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  afliime  that 
Power;  for  he  would  have  all  the  World  know, 
that  an  Englifhman  was  only  to  he  punijhed  by  an 
Englifhman.  So  having  ufed  the  Prieft  civilly, 
he  fent  him  back,  being  finished  that  he  was  in 
his  Power..  This  Conduit  fo  much  pleafed  Grom - 

well , 
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that  he  read  the  Letter  in  Council  with  great 
Satisfaction,  and  faid,  ha  hoped  to  make  the  Na?ne 
of  an  Englifhman  as  great  as  ever  that  of  a  Roman 
had  been. 

In  1656,  the  ProteCtor  having  declared  War 
againft  Spain,  difpatched  Blake  with  25  Men  of 
War  to  infeft  their  Coafts,  and  intercept  their 
Shipping.  In  purfuance  of  thefe  Orders,  he 
crui led  all  Winter  about  the  Streights ,  and  then' 
Jay  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour  of  Cales,  where 
he  received  Intelligence  that  the  Spanijh  Plate- 
Fleet  lay  at  Anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Santa  Cruz  in 
the  I/le  of  Teneriffe.  On?  the  1 3th >, of  April, 
1657,  he  departed  from  Cates,  and  on  the  20th 
arrived  at  Santa  Cfuz,  where  he  found  16  Spanijh  . 
Veflels,  .  The  Bay  was  defended  on  the  North 
Side  by  a  Caftle,  well  mounted  with  Cannon, 
and  in  other  Parts  with  feven  Forts,  with  Cannon  : 
proportioned  to  their  Bignefs,  all  united  by  a  Line 
of  Communication  *  manned  with  Mufqueteers. 
The  Spanijh  Admiral  drew  up  his  fmail  Ships  un¬ 
der  the  Cannon  of  the  Caftle,  and  Rationed  fix 
great  Galleons  with  their  Broadfides  to  the  Sea  : 
An  advantageous  and  prudent  Difpofition,  but  of 
little  EffeCt  againft  the  Englijh  Commander ;  who 
determining  to  attack,  them,  ordered  Stayner  to 
enter  the  Bay  with.hb  Squadron;  .then  porting 
fome  of  his  largeft  Ships  to  play  upon  the  Forti¬ 
fications,  himfelf  attacked  the  Galleons,  which 
after  a  gallant  Refiftance  were  at  length  aban- 

®  3  doned,! 
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doned  by  the  Spaniards ,  though  the  lead  of  them 
was  bigger  than  the  biggefb  of  Blake's  Ships. 
The  Forts  and  (mailer  Veflels  being  now  (hattercd 
and  forfaken,  the  whole  Fleet  was  fet  on  fire,  the 
Galleons  by  Blake ,  and  the  fmalleft  Vellels  by 
Stayner ,  the  Englijh  Veflels  being  too  much  (bat¬ 
tered  in  the  Fight  to  bring  them  away.  Thus 
was  the  whole  Plate  Fleet  deftroyed,  and  the  Spa- 
niards ,  according  to  Rapin' s  Remark,  Jujlained  a 
great  Lojs  of  Ships ,  Money ,  Men,  and  Merchan¬ 
dize,  while  the  Englifh  gained  nothing  but  Glory. 
As  if  he  that  increafes  the  military  Reputation  of 
a  People  did  not  increafe  their  Power,  and  he 
that  weakens  his  Enemy,  in  effect  ftrengthens 
himfelf. 

“  The  whole  A<ftion,  fays  Clarendon ,  was  fo 
“  incredible,  that  all  Men,  who  knew  the  Place, 
“  wondeied  that  any  fober  Man,  with  what  Cou- 
«  rage  foever  endued,  wouldl-yever  have  under- 
tc  taken  it ;  and  they  could  hardly  perfuade  them- 
u  pelves  to  believe  what  they  had  done  :  While 
c<  the  Spaniards  comforted  themfelves  with  the 
ic  Belief,  that  they  were  Devils,  and  not  Men, 
<c  who  had  deftroyed  them  in  fuch  a  Manner.  So 
much  a  ftrong  Relolution  of  bold  and  cou- 
*<  ra^eous  Men  can  (bring  to  pafs,  that  no  Refift- 
«<  ance  or  Advantage  * of  Ground  can  difappoint 
it  them  ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  how  Imall 
a  a  Lofs  the  Englijh  fuftained  in  this  unparal- 

«  ielcd  A&ion,  not  one  Ship  being  left  behind, 

,  44  and 


A  D  MIRAL  B  L  A  K  E. 


295 

“  and  the  Killed  and  Wounded  not  exceeding 

o 

“  200  Men  ;  when  the  Slaughter  on  board  the 
“  Spanijh  Ships  and  on  Shore  was  incredible.” — * 
The  General  cruiled  for  fome  Time  afterwards 
with  his  vi&orious  Fleet  at  the  Mouth  of  Calesy 
to  intercept  the  Spcnijh  Shipping  ;  but  finding  his 
Conftitution  broken  by  the  Fatigue  of  the  laft 
three  Years,  determined  to  return  home,  and  died 
before  he  came  to  Land. 

His  Body  was  embalmed,  and  having  lain  fome 
Time  in  State  at  Greenzvich  Houfe,  was  buried  in 
Henry  the  Seventh’s  Chapel,  with  all  the  funeral 
Solemnity  due  to  the  Remains  of  a  Man  fo  famed 
for  his  Bravery,  and  fo  fpotlefs  in  his  Integrity  ; 
nor  is  it  without  Regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  re¬ 
late  the  Treatment  his  Body  met  a  Year  after 
the  ReJiorationy  when  it  was  taken  up  by  exprefs 
Command,  and  buried  in  a  Pit  in  St.  Margaret's 
Churchyard.  Had* he  been  guilty  of  the  Murder 
of  Charles  the  Firft,  to  infult  his  Body  had  been 
a  mean  Revenge  ;  but  as  he  was  innocent,  it  was 
at  lead:  Inhumanity,  and,  perhaps.  Ingratitude. 
Let  no  Many  fays  the  oriental  Proverb,  pull  a  chad 
Lion  by  the  Beard. 

But  that  Regard  which  was  denied  his  Body, 
has  been  paid  to  his  better  Remains,  his  Name 
and  his  Memory.  Nor  has  any  Writer  dared  to 
deny  him  the  Praife  of  Intrepidity,  Honefty,  Con¬ 
tempt  cf  Wealth,  and  Love  of  his  Country.— 

“  He 
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44  He  was  the  firft  Man,  fays  Clarendon ,  that  de- 
44  dined  the  old  Track,  and  made  it  apparent 
44  that  the  Sciences  might  be  attained  in  lefs 

44  Time  than  was  imagined. - He  was  the  firft 

44  Man  that  brought  Ships  to  contemn  Caftles 
44  onShore,  which  had  ever  been  thought  very 
44  formidable,  but  were  difcovered  by  him  to 
44  make  a  Noife  only,  and  to  fright  thofe  who. 
44  could  rarely  be  hurt  by  them.  He  was  the 
44  firft  that  infufed  that  Proportion  of  Courage 
44  into  Seamen,  by  making  them  fee,  by  Expe- 
44  rience,  what  mighty  Things  they  could  do,  if 
44  they  were  refolved,  and  taught  them  to  fight 
64  in  Fire  as  well  as  upon  the  Water  ;  and,  tho* 
16  he  has  been  very  welt  imitated  and  followed, 
44  was  the  firft  that  gave  the  Example  of  that 
44  Kind  of  naval  Courage,  and  bold  and  refolute 
44  Atchievements.” 

To  this  Atteftation  of  his  military  Excellence* 
it  may  be  proper  to  fubjoin  an  Account  of  his 
moral  Charader,  from  the  Author  of  Lives  Eng 
UJh  and  Foreign . 

44  He  was  jealous,  fays  that  Writer ,  of  the  LL 
54  berty  of  the  Subjed,  and  the  Glory  of  his 
44  Nation  ;  and  as  he  made  ufe  of  no  mean  Arti- 
44  fices  to  raife  himfelf  to  the  higheft  Command 
44  at  Sea,  fo  he  needed  no  Intereft  but  his  Merit 
44  to  fupport  him  in  it.  He  fcorned  nothing 
44  more  th,aa .  Money,  which,  as  faft  as  it  came 

44  in 
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“  in,  was  laid  out  by  him  in  the  Service  of  the 
u  State,  and  to  fhew  that  he  was  animated  by 
u  that  brave,  publick  Spirit,  which  has  fince  been 
“  reckoned  rather  romantick  than  heroick.  And 
“  he  was  fo  difinterefted,  that  though  no  Man 
u  had  more  Opportunities  to  enrich  himfelf  than 
he,  who  had  taken  fo  many  IVdillions  from 
the  Enemies  of  England ,  yet  he  threw  it  all 
into  the  publick  7  reafury,  and  did  not  die 
“  five  hundred  Pounds  richer  than  his  Father 
left  him  ;  which  the  Author  avers  from  his 

of  his  Family  and  their 
Circumftances,  having  been  bred  up  in  it,  and 
often  heard  his  Brother  give  this  Account  of 
him.  He  was  religious,  according  to  the  pre¬ 
tended  Purity  of  thofe  Times,  but  would  fre¬ 
quently  allow  himfelf  to  be  t  merry  with  his 
“  Officers  j  and  by  his  Tendernefs  and  Genero- 
fity  to  the  Seamen,  had  fo  endeared  himfelf 

6<  t0  them>  that  when  he  died,  they  lamented  his 
u  Eofs  as  that  of  a  common  Father.” 

Inik-ad  of  more  TefHmonies,  his  Character 

■  *  |  ^  t  with  one  Incident  of 

h.s  La  e,  by  which  it  appears  how  much  tho 
bpuat  of  Blake  was  fuperior  to  all  private  V  iews 
H.s  Brother,  i„  the  Jaft  Action  with  the  Spa'. 
>grds,  having  not  done  his  Duty,  was,  at  Blal’s 
Defire,  d.fcarded,  and  the  Ship  was  given  to  an- 
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a  Brother,,  for  when  he  died,  he  left  him  hi 
Lftate,  knowing  him  well  qualified  to  adorn  or 
enjoy  a  private  Fortune,  though  he  had  found 
him  unfit  to  ferve  his  Country  in  a  publick- 
Chara&er,  and  had  therefore  not  fuffered  him, 
to  rob  it. 
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BOOKS  printed  and  fold  by  Henry  and  Cave 

at  St.  John’s  Gate. 

Ascription  of  the  Empire  of  China  and  Chinefe  Tartars 
together  with  the  Kingdoms  of  Korea  and  Tibet  con 
taming  the  Geography  and  Hiltery  (Natural  as  well  as’civilj 
of  thole  Countries.  Transited  from  the  French  of  I  B 

andH  H?e' t  With  Notes  GeoSraPhical>  Hiftorical  and  Critical' 
Vnk oti?e,r  ImP™yements.  particularly  in  the  Maps.  In  two 
Vols.  Folio.  Price  bound  three  Guineas, 

II.  Travels  into  the  Inland  Parts  of  Africa  •  Cnnhlnmr* 
a  Defection  of  the  feveral  Nations  for  fix  hundred  Miles  up 
Ae  River  Gambia;  their  Trade,  Habits,  Cuftoms,  Language^ 
Manner,  Religion  and  Government ;  the  Power,  Difpofitfon 
and  Charaders  or  fome  Negro  Princes ;  with  a  particular  Ac 
mntofJobBai  Solomon,  a  Pholey,  who  in  the  Year  i7U 
was  in  England  and  known  by  the  Name  of  the  African3 

R °f  1 Francis  Moore’  Eaftor  feveral  Years' 
to  the  Royal  African  Company  of  England.  To  whi-h  he 

r;2 1  td;  C,apt-rrStibb’S  Voya§e  UP  the  Gtunbfa  in  th;  Year 

Remarks  an/condulT*  Air^  °b‘ervatlons  on  the  Captain’s 
emarks  and  Conduft.  Alfo  an  accurate  Map  of  that  River 

taken  on  the  fpot ;  and  the  foundings  for  500  Miles  by  Mr 

John  Leach;  with  ten  more  Copper  Plates  M 

good  Hrd=,  aXpiam  of  the£Afrkan  Com’’ 

p.I.Fmo.J-oiM.rf.f.  Fadlory  j  a  Draueht'of 
the  ltrange  Situation  of  a  Pholev  Town  Fin  ,/  r  gnt  ot 

Bids  ,»d  InfeOs,  Reprefentadon  SSS  ? i£" T£„T 

TS  W‘\  Tl“  hS  &e  SiS.  ;  S 

Subjedt,  given  Extrads  from  the  Nubian’s  Geography  I  eo 
the  African,  and  other  Authors  antient  and  modern  mneern 
mg  the  Niger  Nile,  or  Gambia,  and  this  Parr  of  Afi-’ica  whh 
Obfervations  tnereon;  and  a  Vocsbuiary,  EnsdiA  and  M  ^ 
dingo  the  Language  molt  ufed  by  the  Negroef  The  w  T 
concludes  with  an  Appendix  containing  ,  w  n  Worfc 
with  the  African  Company.  2  Severer  *4  H,s„  CoMraft 
Inltrudtions  relating  to  the  Company’s  Com  '  .ers  a"^ 

the  Gum  Trade.  3.  The ' Voyage  of” Aa"’  Particular,y 
fo.«d,  .,d  defo rite  die  w,y  J,t  Gold 

S».  'Sti’SSt* 1 *—  -  «&*  i»«”: 
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III.  The  Entire  WORKS  of  Dr  THOMAS  SYDEN, 
HAM,  newly  made  Englifh  from  the  Originals :  Wherein 
the  Hiltory  of  Acute  and  Chronic  Difeafes,  and  the  fafeit  and 
moll  effettual  Methods  of  treating  them,  are  faithfully,  clearly, 
and  accurately  delivered.  Illuftrated  with  explanatory  and 
prattical  Notes,  from  the  bell  medicinal  Writers ;  with  others 
by  the  Tranflator,  further  Illuftrating  the  principal  Matters, 
and  teaching  the  Practice  of  Inoculation,  the  Ufe  of  Chalybeats, 
and  Mineral  Waters ;  with  the  Remedies  and  Regimen  pro¬ 
per  for  nephritic  Perfons.  To  which  is  annexed,  the  Author’s 
Life,  and  a  copious  Index.  By  JOHN  SWAN,  M.  U.  of 
Newcallle.  4th  Edit.  Price  bound  6s.  6d. 

IV.  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris. 
Containing  Remarks,  with  prattical  Obfervations,  on  Tumours 
of  the  Gall  Bladder,  of  the  Thigh,  and  the  Trachea  Arteria  ; 
on  the  Ufe  of  the  Trepan  ;  of  Wounds  in  the  Brain,  Exfoli¬ 
ation  of  the  Cranium,  Cafes  of  pregnant  Women,  faulty  Anus 
in  new  born  Children,  Abfcefles  in  the  Fundament,  Stones 
encyfted  in  the  Bladder,  ObftruCtions  to  the  Ejaculation  of  the 
Semen,  an  inverted  Eyelid,  extraneous  Bodies  retained  m  the 
Oefophagus,  difcharged  through  Abfcefles  5  of  Bronchotomy, 
Gallrotomy,  native  Hare-lips ;  of  the  Caflarean  Operation  ; 
a  new  Method  of  ext  ratting  the  Stone  from  the  Bladder ;  on 
a  Cancer  of  the  Bread,  anelallic  Trufs  for  Hernias,  remarka¬ 
ble  Hernias  of  the  Stomach,  and  through  the  Foramen  Ovale ; 
of  a  pulmonary  Abfcefs,  &c.  &c  Tranflated  from  the  On- 

cinal  dedicated  to  the  French  King.  Illuftrated  under  each 
Hoad,  with  extraordinary  Cafes,  and  Cures ;  and  t  e  pe- 
rations  explained  with  Copper  Plates.  In  2  Vols  8vo.  pr.  Sr. 

V  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Philofophy  explained  for  the  U.e 
of  the  Ladies.  In  fix  Dialougues  on  Light  and  Colours. 
From  the  Italian  of  Sig  Algarotu,  2  Vols  umo.  pr.  bd.  5/. 
1  N.B.  Monf.  Voltaire  fpeaks  of  Sig,  Algarotti,  and  this 
his  Work  with  great  Applaufe.  in  a  Poem  on  this  Subjett,  viz. 

Purfuing  thee,  I  venture  to  advance, 

And  bring  home  Truth,  that  Wanderer,  to  Fianc  . 

While  Algarotti,  lure  topleafe  and  teach, 

Condutts  the  Stranger  to  the  Latian  Beach  5 

With  Native  Flow’rs  adorns  the  beauteous  Maid, 

An  !  Tyber  wonders  at  fuch  Worth  difplay  d.  _ 

vr  Memoirs  of  a  Man  of  Quality.  Written  originally 
in  ll  pencn  Tongue  by  himfelfl  after  his  Retirement  from 
he  World.  In  Two  Vols  in  Twelves,  price  61. 
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